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. WAR.DIARY 

.trQlJl the·· sou th\Wder.'Genilral.· MacArthur' attd! the'onetromthe east 
under AdmiraJ.Nlm1 tz. AdmiraJ. Nim1tz has declared his intention 

601ft 

. to est.abUsha beachhead' on tlleQhina ooast. General MacArthur hasi .' 

. dee.lar.e.ril his int.e.ntt~nB.,qt .. ' .. r.e ..... t)lr.ni:ng .. to"t .. he"Phil:.il>pi.ne .. '8". we. can . '~" .. ' see both objectives beln~ ap!ireached· 1il these' two 'moves. To safn 
a posl tion ot the 'tlhina ooast, we must dominate the Phllippiia,ee. The'·. ".' . 

. purpose o.t eur present 'operations is to gain positions trom whlQh -..;\ 
· we. oan do just that - dominate the, Plillip;plnes.This dGe:~llOt"'r'" . 

mean, necessarily ,an 1lnmediate .landill.g in the. ~liPPin.~, but.it .' 
dees mean the gainJ,ng df' airfie:\.ds wi thinstdl!:'llilg,disttuice olf. all .. , 
par1;sotth.e Philippines.~·. We ue aow engaged in that.PI'oJeot~>' ' 

. The Central. Pa\litioFo2lee~1ll take~~au,~ "'Atthe S'ametime' 
Gent!re,lMaeArthurwllladvance -b'o. the llorthwardfr0Jll New Guinea and 
seize»os1uenswhioh.llLout otr lIallilah,era and isolate 1llle large 

· J8.J?E!Jleu garrison ther" in the same way we have isolated Other large '\­
lliXPatte,se garrisons. . The. fas.t e.arrier .. task. toree. in w);Lich we serve, 
will eGverboth. these .. o!ieratlons.. " . 
" ... ' .. ''fAa toroes in th,eae. these under General 
'*o~".areee:ll.ed tinder 
th¢: ~~~d of .' .. ' ,,,,,,,,;1.1;1 "I 
eo"i1!I~,ot"t.1l;ethree· rO;r:e.E,s J,'~~"'::~~ ... ~:;; I!tj~~ 
.l,V'ld:c~'w:l.ll.·.,sel.ze .Palau .... '!,~ .... ," ..... ,.. ':"" 

.' lorj;e,oomposed otthesJ.-ow' ..... ba:t:tJL:~~P;~' 
,.el'l1.sersand destr-lters:w:jJ.l t. 

shore bOlllbarclment; and thit'd. 
weop,rate adar the. commsnd ot 
lj'EXTN(J~N. ThElre are 1;otu'gro\lPIl .~ is No. " tinder 
the' eoirDDlUid at Rear A~ral Sherman in . General:. MaeArthur's 

'foreesw'illbe oOlllPosed et M amphibious foree ana, its sllPPQrting 
toree trOlll, the SeTenth Fleet. ,Our. Task FO.1'oe covers.his 'operation 
al.sG. "' . -". . _. . . '_ " - ----___ <. 

· These c:>perationsbegatt,.~bollt September 2Ild. YOI1 have'been read ... 
be; lit the pl'ess resul. ts qtthese oper~~+()lJ.s.Theyste.rt~d at the 
time ot.our tirst fueling, ,~en Task,.~~/iltlll 4- struek tke liIoa1n 1111an(ls 

· . tel" two days, al,tQ 'then.prooeede4tQ,~a:~alal1,where. it~a~ ~Eiinedby 
the Three Task Grol1~iI·. anci begp s~~ening ofl'alau.TI;!.eil ~s~Groups 
1, 2, and 3 prooe~ei .• EI1,~ancLlIIAde air Il!trikes toi' tl101~$On , 
the sOl1thern ·.fsland of the Pl3.1l1ipili:'es, Minunao. tJpOll eQlllP):etiClll . 
ot these til'S .strikes on the Philippiaes theyret~ed tbthe f.uel­
.ing area. where ,we joined them. Yesterday. They havi now l,'eturnecl; 
l,'Il.intorced by battleships,to COl'il:~.~~"e ~kon lI'ii14ailao, and 
t.o meTe the action into the' Cen~\l(:.)~, -ppiQ'$. We will be. AAre 
for three days,' Duringth1s tiJIi~;G:~.'q.p, ;',.111 sepArate ana~~ve to 
the support ot G.eneral.Ma.cArthtu'~AljI:\,~;t:tero~·,;1Iltei,1es,."eare 
in. s3;ghtof. t1:).ePhillipines. and.areo~;t'(I;'t1ng bi~,:the.~est kllOWn 
waters otthe world •. They lire known a$'thePhilippille.1ZIiEle~ and go 
ciown to 5900tathoms orab.out35,OOO teet. ,. . <. ,'.' ...... "'., 

. . li'OUi" days trOm now. all gtollpsw.1~l,jqillagatn a.t :the tue.llng 
area.,ily that t1metheil'lvasiQll of J:>allil;uwUl have begun.Sinee 

. that fast ca:rrier/taAA~torceW1l1 31.01; .berequfted ,tnr:li.9.er tor, that 
oPe erationf, Admiral lIalm.;',' .. *., .. ~.Ji.S Pl.anned an .. 0.th~;';1nt!W.es, ..• t. ingope1'atlon. 
tor liS. .. will giveyiWlthe .details oti'!;ill;j.ter. I.~, ,i,sAdmiral 

· ~alsey's Mpe that he Can smoke,~1j.t the Japanese Fie..:t. in. one ot 7 
tMse operations. .•. . -:il1-' . ,. . 
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During the early strikes'ot the carrier task torce.s, the fast 
battleships were'kept separated tor tp.e purpose of training in pre­
para tien >for"'thesurtac'e ac·tio:n·wh~:Admiri1 'Halisey 'is trying to· 

·ereate •. Wehaveac'cOlnpan1edthe carriersthiactim:e'beeausethe . .' 
enemy hal'fa.lready-been alerted 'and mar trY to' interfere o:n the pres­
entstrike •.. It is.doubtf.ul thatsurtaee torees will be el1countered 
ontllis strike,bli.t :it 1s witp.in the eapae1ty~t .the en~ to resist 
by :air it he. is willing to risk his planes. ~ereforewe must be 
particularlY ft'l'ert to. repellil;ir attacks tor the next ·three'days." 

.-.:. . .. 
At 1930 came to course 130o( T) at IS.:.knots. Courses and speeds 

as order.ed in anticipation ot turtherstiikes wi" target areas. 

0809 Position. 
"·0·"" . " 
10 - 46~otN 

1270 .,;. .. OO.l!E 
. , . 

13 SEPTEMBElih1944' 

1200 Position 

Hi: - 38.i' N 
li6' - 52.8! E 

2000 Position 
"'0" . . 
.. 10 - 36.2 t N 
1260 .. 53.PE 

SteeJllililSas before •. Task Groups 38.1, 38.2 and 38.3 are in 
cruis1ngdispositien 5 "X-ray".' At 0522 stood to Genei'al QIlar­
tei's'stations, sec.uring.at 0643.Carriers1aunched.pl~~s f.O:l," . 
tighter. sweeps and air st~ikes ontheNegros,Leyte,C(!bu~ ,Boho1 
area ot'the·CentralPhUlppiues" At 0650 . aneemy plane was 
sighted.ny-ing . thrd.ugh. 'the' tormation.· It a ttemptced to. bomb . the . 
U.S.S. PltINCJ~N, droppiilg. a bOll1b about 100 yardsast'ern ot t)l,e 
clU-rier. ~61terali'ships1)f the formation op.ened fi:l,"e, this ship 
tiring /tomt:and5!fbatteries. Several o;t oUl,'bursts. werelUllGliIS 
theiast to be observe!l in the vicinity'of the target.· Atter 
all ships,. had oeasedtidug" the Plane, ~dentitied·as·lUI.~~0scar", 
Japanese tighter .. ;wasseen.to crash into the water at a beai'iag . 
of MOO{ Tlo rangeapproxilDa te1,- 20,000 yards. Ammlllll tion expend~' 
ed: 408 .. ~Orounail$,~IT; 60 rounds" HEir; 5'''/38 Cal. - 3 rOllllds, 
.14k. lSi 13;,¢.unds,.Mk:. 32; 6 rounds, 5"/380a1. powder -Index 
3468; 4 rQuttds - Il\.dex 3024; 3 rounds. ~dex 3991;'3 rounds -
In .. d_3591. Man.', euv.ere4 asr.eqUirlJdbY tlj,ght operations and as 
ordered' by O~T.C .•. At 1245 u.s~s. PRES!roN alengsid.e to deliver . 
otticia1 niall. At 1830 began night retirement trom strike pOsition 
to the northeast. . 

0800Positi01'1 

10°'_ 56.2 t N 
1260 4;.3'E 

", ",' " 

14 SEP'l'.EMBER 194-4 

1200 Posltien 

10° "31.7'N 
. 1260 - 48. 7~·E, 

2000 position 

9° - 45.1'N 
1270 .. 22.4~E 

Steaming as before in .oruising disposition 5 Roger. From 
. 0523 to 0623sto04 to General ~uarters stations. '. Gontinued air 

•. strikes .on Gentral PhllippinesthrollgUout the day, maneuvering 

• - 112 -

, 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


r 

> • 

, . 
\. 

. 6f~/tt 

- • - •.• ' • , ',' , • ,I' , ,~,;,. . , 

At f>900pursae.nt'toinstrlle-t1ons 
'A:t1305~. t .... l\t .. 1i 

15 ~D·1944 

12Q(!)"PQ§itlo:ll. 

Q1° - 54.4'N 
1~l9 .. 17 .9~li: 

At . 

• 

2QOO.1>os11l1011· 
'~~O_ 59~~arN 

1320 .. 29.8',;! 

"~7 c:'.~1Jt'eam:1ng"lt . De1'ore,.,eon:i~telt!ite:ct1ca1 exercise.stIu;'Ough'ol!lt . 
. ' iil;\ei4il.y, .c~nto~ng,iD,gellera~,tjl) ba.se . course lloOtT). ,1629 The 

tJ~1.I~$ •. TlIESULLIVANS aJ.oags1cie totnel. At 2100ohane;ed course 
. te180e( T),.speed .18 .. DotS.. .'. ' 

'. ()$QOPoB~t;1ol1, 
'. ., -. J.' 

16sEPMuRi1944 

120QPositi.oll 

l7 mmnmm1944, 

l200.· Pes! tien 
. ," ... , : . " . - . . . . . '.7o ':09.9 tN 1330 :- 16.0'.]!! . 

, , 
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5 Roger, On 'fleet S$;hJ,'245Ci1(ThUeeteeurs'8"34GIll('1!) at 16 knots', . 
At 061Ginerease4: sPeelt'to· 18.,knots •. Maneuvered as,I1irected by 
O.T.O., zig-~ggU;ginaeeordQce with Plan 6. At 1845 changed 
eOUl'se to 270Gl T).. '.' '. . 

. 18 ,SEl'T.lllMBER1944 

1200'PositlGJi 2000 "Position 

07°
0 
~26.9'N()7ec~,.'l~"N '1119!,":. n~5'N 

133 -08.1~.~ 13~·Q.-'30.0~,E '133~ -·3j.9tE 

. stealtthgas,be.tore ... Manell~ered·'as requiredbr earrieri'l1ght 
ope;oall10118, eGl11'ol'l/lil,lEl .. 1lit.generlQ.1;o eourse 110'O.(~) prior to Jlol>n 
'and to course aooot T) ai'ter.,noOll. 0658 u.s.S. PRITCllIETT alollgside 
to tl'ans1er mani'or·lIl'edl~al trea·tlil.ent·. .' . . 

19 SEPTEMBER 1944 

12013 POSlt1011 

. ·U.°;,:a8.GtN· 
i~2b~4~.(HE 

2000.~esit!en 
, "t .. , .. .' 

l.~o:".,41..6;N 
131 o;";t:411 'E 

• • .. • • .' > - -" 

. . .. J3'1;eBm 1 Dg .. s!!. betore,. . Atd,aWll.rendezv:ous wi'thFulill.lng;G,roup.s 
30.8.2iuld 3Q.8 •. 11 at 120 -OOtN, .1330,..:3(>'E. At 0628to~d . 
cr. u. isIng .. '. dis.peS;1'1;1&Jll.mod.l:f.1. e.'. ~. 2.R. o,ger.: ' .. i'Ori'ilel ... 1ng.,. ,'. GIl~de. "."l.S U.$ .s. NAftAJlfAT.4} .ce.llrs,e.e.ii1d.,ax1s240\ll.{'!1), speed .. l.0knG.ts..Zlg"':~gged 
indepelldelltiyon sta:t1o.n.At08271a.UIiched .,oneplane .. .t,ory.ASr; . 
at 11281sunc)!..edasec011la4ireratttfili; A.SJ?;ail.dat1l4Sr~covered 
the first pla.nellttllea~rl1l:1. Me.tho:& •. At lQ21l1~gcO'S-<O/lLl.AliWI 
Ii1GD.gside .. todeJ:.lf.veretticlalmall.· At 1410 wel1tal1illlgS1~e<tJ •. I3.s. 
Wl'~ocKtorfI1E11ilig. . ()p~ratio:a cemp1eted"AtJ;.5Q6;.recei ved 
),769 bar;re1s tl1eL oil.. . At14:39reeovered .. ene,planeby. tl1eDog 
~ethQd~ b.I1lite1. .. ,zig;",zaggUgln.4epelldentlyonatatlonWl).Ue .other 

·unitstllehd. . At 1.829 speed increased to 18 knets, i'ormed crll1simg 
aisposltlon 5 Roger. ,anaa:t; 1945 ~hallg.ed base cours~tO)4()o,( T) •. 

20S~Jm1944· 

'12QOPosltiQn 

. 1;"0 -i1~4'N 
1280", 54.II)!E 

" 

2000Pos1tl0n 

.14°"; 25.1t N 
1260 '" ·.?4~2!J • -<,," • 

~. : ~. .,. 
. 'SteR1l1;lt!g as .. betore. . At 1lll2()' receIved weak radarsuri'lil.eecon- .) 

tlil.ct,. bearing ,lOolTh 20{500 yards. Set filB.terlalConditi,on Ii}'" . 
"Zebra" be1ew the .. seeond !lack; .. c.on tac.t.disappe(U'ed . :('rom. seredfand 
at021() s.etJl1aterial~.ollditiiln"reke!'.·. At 0510 stood to General.. . "'., 
Q,uar1;ers statlollS.;sej)ued. at 0610. cAt· 0845 changed 'eours~to 26Q1!~;, ... 
{T) .,At 09,01noreased speed to 22 . knots end began apProach for al~' .' 

. 'strlkeson Jliortll,ern Luzo.n. Manila. lIayareasoi'. the' Phllltppine .i 
I 
i 

.- i 

• .; 1.1" .....If;!.. '+ !,ttl. 
-"',, -, ,,)<, 

i , 
! 
, 
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Islands •. :/Iig-Zaggedas directed lily G.T.C. At 1400 the Captain 
addressed the crew over the Public Address' System as follows: 

"This 18 the Captain speakittg~ ThfveTellts"of 'the last week 
. have nOW become history. Admiral Nimitz's· forces driving across 
the CentralPaeific and General' MaeArthurs" sadvanc'e"through the 
SO.uthwest PaeifiCai:e, now strategieally concentrated. General 
JifacArthlll'haa'oeeupiedMorotai, which ea:tsort Ral.mahera.Admiral 
lf1m1tz h ecel1pyi:agsma11 islands'inPalall,where'airfields can 
be1>llilt to 40minate the large island, iabel1;hl1ap. On both .. 
Iia)maberaandl!labelthU,ap' the' JapsAave large gar1'1somr. • These 
garrisons.-4epri Ted of a.ir support. -and with their seaco!DDlunica­
tiQns cut, woald be"rentJ,ered impotent, and we' can ignore them for 
thepresellt. '. '" . . 

Our eyes, . therefGre. retarn to the Philippines. BI1l'1ng 1'1 ve 
days t, strikeS' dl1l'ing the M8ttea 'days, all of'the Islands of the 
Ph.illppineahav8'been'heavilyst1'l1ck,e:x:eept' Gne~ The strikes 
against. theeelltralandsouthern' Philippines were a part of the 
campa1p:s~tos~ize Morota!: and Palau'. . There remains 8ti11affecti ve 

.rii'tll~Pliil1ppinesthestrongestand most important island of the 
w1).ole.'gt'GIiP.'l~at iSland is Luzon, t1).enort1).e~ost. It is at 
oncetheJllOst- poplillous, the most 'powertaland strategically, the 
mostimport~tef' all the group.. Itcontaills the., important harbor 
Of Manila Bay. Around Manila are a great 'number of airfie14s, some 
Cif them containing as Jllanyas eigb.t:f'lying .strips.' Th~s conc~ntra­
tiol!. of PGweristhe;objectiv'e'~f 011l' pl'esent. strike. Tomerrow 
morning at dawn, the fall striking power ot'bhesethree'grollps of 
Task Ecree 3Swill 1>e concentrated on the Manila .!lay district. The 
purpose is, of course, to destroy, first ,the. air power , then the" 
shipping in the port, . then the port installations. If the Japs. 
have not become too alaiJID.ed at our activities in th1e,vicinf'" 
tll.ere sholilldbe a gocHi bag of 8.1).1p$ in the harbor, 'We'~ ~e that 
the, Japs have underestimated our sea-keeping ability and bel;(~ve ' 
we have retired to ~.11l' base. If that be true, we can surprIse tliem 
again as we have do~e before. 

It is entirely possible that they may become aware of 011l' 
approach. If they do,we can expect some interruptions tonight. If 
not, we' eanstill expect to. have to ',f1gh t off attacks tomorrow. It 
is too mach tor us to expect to reach a distance from Which we can 
strike Manila without bei'ngsubjected.to counter-attacks from sach 
~tronglf held positions as Luzon. lfwe arecounter-attaol!:ed, this 
task torce ,and the MASSACHUSETTS will know how to deal withtp.em. 
I wish I coal!! tell you. we~ght ,encoUllter surtac~ forces but I 
ibelievewawi11 :not. The time does not appear su.itable tor them 
to risk their fleet., ' " ' '. ' 

, It is probable that the strikeW111 coatinue for two days. If 
,this strike 1s as effective a$ the previous ones,' the Philippines 
will be el.1minated as an effecUve ~'apanes.estrongb.old. In two iays 

. . we will know the answer. tt . 

Atlf,lQ fleet a:x:iswas rotat~. to 050(i)t~) ~ Fleet cOl1l'se changed 
to 3l00 ( If) . at '1700. At 181t5. stood. to . AlrAttack statiol1S ;secllred at" 

. 194C~. At 19~0 changed course to 2'lOO(T), 8:l),d at 2308 changed cOl1l'se t& 

- 115 -
-•.. _ ... _--- --

I 
I , 

i~ • .J .. : 
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lS00( T). 2400 changed course 't~ 'ZiO,O{T). 

, '.' .. ". '-
150 - 35.1'~ 

12;O,-;8.l':;J!! 

2113EPTEMBER 1944 

120& Pos.ition 

'150 '~4S~9';N 
12JO - 51.~;tlll 

2000 Position 
, , , ... ;' .. 
16° - 10.Q';N 

1230-24.3 ~.E . 

"Steam1ngasbef'ore~ At 0542 stoad· toG~lJ.e:iia1~uaftersgtations. 
AtdaVlll ~rriel'Sb-eg1Pi 1a\li1ohing f'igl3;terswee:Ps- and airstri~es,on '. 
~anese "'8:1r1',ie1o.s ,sl1ipping and .shox-e inst~latiolls in various- area.s 
of Northern Luzon, P.I •• partieuJ,arlyaro1U1.,.~UaBa:r. Strikes con­
tinued throughout· the daY, . with' ships maneuvering as 'required pY .: 
fligliJ.t .oper~·tiGns.A.t G703 sectl;1."edtrom Gelleralquarters.S,tood to 
Air Attack stations at 1845; seeliredat 1944. AtstUt.set bege,n re-
tiring trom 1mn1ediateoperatingarea on course--j.-1-0:~(~}. . .. 

$SGO P0sition 
:~ . ; . 
:1.,0 - 39.7' N 
12~o - 00.8~E . - - , 

22 ·SEPTEMlil1!:R·1-944 

1200 Position 

15° - 4;~O' N 
.1220 - 58.0 t E 

2000 P0s1tion 

l4° - 34.1' :If 
1?5e - 18.3' ;E . 

'.' " " 

•... ' '. Steaming as .betere •. At 0045 changedceurse to 2)OO(T)and 
at 02)OcbaDgeclcoU'ee' to 3GOo(T); beganappraoeh tel' eontinueGl. i­
ail'strikesagalnettargets blNortli.ern LuzOl1areas. AtOHO 
stood toGeneral~tel'S' sotatj,ooniljSEielireiatG648. . lbains'lua11s 
and poor v1$ibilitymadeaee·essul'yen hours,delay in l~\ll1ell.1ng air 
strikes.. :F1yineconditions were poor througltotittheJllOj;"ning, and' 
at 1120 the task force beganret~ri:mg on c0utse UQO( TI,..at21 ' 

. knots·. . . . 

08eo Pcisi·t1.on,· 

12o -13.iPN 
1290 - 12.8', E 

23SEP'l'1i8D191#t 

1.2-OOl'ositiol'i 

110 _ 20.2' N 
1300-·21.3~ E 

2000 Position 

. 1iO'-32.6' N 
1280 - 39.6~ E 

'. . Ste~ng ~s .b~to1'~ in company with Task Gr()up 38.3 and ether 
~~k ~rOIlP~0f ·'.~ft. :ForO''! 3~,'enrol1te to f'l1eling re:de~o~s wi tll iii 

;,0'E. 4ot·~ . 1611;f3tod to G~eral Q.uart~rs .§tations; seeured. at 061,1) • ;'_'. :fl~. lJ'lli .. tll .... · ... I .. j~ •• 8.-:. '~.' ... ' .... .3.Q .. s ...•... 5 ... , .3 ... ° ...... S.7 an .... 0. ..... 3.
0

•
8
.'.1 ... 2 .8.t .... 1.1.... - 15M, 130. 

At .. 120Q ren 'eZVGus·ec1 fdtli.Fu:eling'·_Q~P; c~ed eourseand axis ' . 
. '\i~ 2801il(T) .DeereasedsPI:l:ej.}~Pl14,¥Qt$ ~g,. eOlD!)1e~eed' zig"za~in~., 
i~~ependentlY ·on sta'liiiitI4 4t 1$1t~,.):'ed,:q,~.dsP~~dto12loa()t~. came' 
al.onll;side u.s.a .• MoNOlfG.A.·A __ Ibat li~G5 cGllim!lllcedr.eceiying. 1'l1e1. 
F:l1eling eGlllpJ,eted., a~ 1741;. re~eiyed?, 7l.9barre1s; 0:1' .fl1elo11. At 

·1958 f'ormederuisihg dis;pesit1on '5 bget, on.'lfourse a)!ldaX1s 280°('1') •. ' 
. Speed .inereasedto .21 kliots at 2GOO; courseehallgedto 3050( T). . c. '. 

• ,. l16 - ':J\~I ........... J 

, 
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2t.SEPTl!'.MBER '194'4 

1200.J11ciMt'ion 

60/tt 

2000 Position 

126· - O:h7t E . 125~ -55.5! E .. 1260 -40:o6;~ E. . .. 
'1.2:- 56.4' Nlao-52.5' N '. 12° - 2~ .. :t! jr. I> ~ .. 

steeminga1J"b~tiQ;l1~.a~oa~itig ·Cent;al·.·· PhillipUtes;:it~ tllll' nlF" : .. '. 
s.t. rikes on theis1aJ41\1'I' ot. c.ebll •... l.eyte, NegreS811.·.d.'.SUl'. ro~~ .. " .. ,;; ii!!'ea.', 
At 0449 decrease4 speed to 11UlllotS. At. 052.78tl\'l"'4 ~o Ge~.,»il " 
Quartersstati~s; se.eurede.t· 0627 ~.. Carr1:it~ 'l:"~dtig)lt-er 
sweeps .811dairstriIte&'agaiiutttargets In· the area l11dl~ateq,"above; . 
the strlkeseont~nuililg't~oughowt,the day-.Uni ts otvat"iOIlS Task . 
Groups ·maneuvered·as requiredby·tliglJ;toP'eratitllls. "4t 1258 launch"; 
· eli two a1~era:1·thrselitplane'l'esC'uemi$sian.U.S~S. CASSIN YOUNG· 
.al.ongsi4eatl:5G91'prtranstElrOfpersC1>nnel, •. At 1745U1S.S. 
·O/lSSIN'nv.NGa1:~ilgsUe toieliver01:fiollfl math 'At 1811'recCPver­
edlllro):a:ll'tbythe "Dog . Method. Res);lleIl11sSl1oneompletedsuecess_ 

.. ,~cl":.l.ti. G.A.RO:BDTSoNret~nS'WJ.'j;hEas.O .• W .SCOTT,whoi S .' 
ettt8.-ehedti:> t:b;eU.S .• S.PlUNCJjlTON. U.S.S.·KNAP.f .alenge1de at 1838 
·tQtransterbs. SCOTT to thoU .• S.S. PRINCETON, 'S1;~~4toA1r 
Attack etatiollsatlS40. seeUl'eiat 193hAt,1843',pllrsuant to 
e.~irdFleet230347 •... MASSMHUalt'1'TS •. ·ALABAMA, .. WASm:INGlL'Oll· and 
lle.~h 99. U.S.S.·Rlj:AIJilY' J9Ue4 .. TaskGa:O\l.up38.,2,wader orders to 
PrOceed to supan .:tslan4,Mari8llllas. G3,'0111p.. :l!'ol'medcl'tI,is1ng 4La­
position' 5 Rt'lger'oll fieet.me ... 0800( '1')., . tleetcovse· 0770( Tl; at 

'15 . !mots. Gaile in u.s.s. NEW .1ERS:EY.; .0.'1'.0 •. a:n,d ComTaskGroup . 
38.2 is ReuAd:iniral lIQgan in U.S.S. BUNKER ltIL't..... .' 

.. 0S00Position . 
o . . 

J.3~ 16.3.' N 
130Q .., 37.7'- It 

25 SEP~,194t.· 

120@.~0siti0li!: 

1.30~ 34.8~N 
131.0 - 45.8! .;E. 

" .. 

20()~.po,sitlon 

3.3°-3$.7' N 
1330-57.6q~ 

.' St_iag as .. l!efore ii1 comPa1(11 With TUkGrouf 38.2 in 
(lr.uis1ng disposition 5 Rogl;l1' ontleet course 077° '1'h' fleet axis 
OSOO( '1') ""t 20kno1:e. ..II.t0512sto04 toGen~ral ~rters stations; 
secllredat 0612. At Q$OOtormed .Task Force.34, ancl beo~e. unit 
Qf Task Group 34.1 t .Viee.Mm'iral ... W.A. lJm.1nU .S.S.W~lUNGTON 

· eO .. IIlIII8ll ..•.. " .. ding .... ' .... :. ;H:O,t'Jlle..... ..."' .... CrU18 ....... 1 ... Iig.IU..fiP!'i!S .. 1ti. Q11 ' .. 4. NG..f.lee.t COU1'. .se alii · ax1e 09aCl.(.'l'h,at1S knots. Condllcted gune:r:y;811d, tactj,eal ex-
er. 0.1. ses. . .. tl¢.' .' .. OUS!l.. O,111t '.the, daY .•. l1iig"l1iaggi,la, .. ,g. as .,dir.·' .' .ected by Q~. '1',. C •. " . 

. M;lJl!!llllition exp.ended:.2kro.unis ~5"n8Cal. JIJk .. 32 projectiles; . 
24-- Charges;5."138.Cal ••.. SPD 1~ 'At '1647 u.s.s. MARSIiALL alomg-
8i.detofUel~ .Op.er.a1;ion.,c.llJlIlplete.d. at.1743.U.8.S. MARSiULL 

· l;l8.'V1n:g reeeind,,5l.75CLgal1Qlils1,'l1e1011.At2115ch~i!iged speed 
to \a,8'.'kaGts.,.~32\\}U:.S.S.COTT0Nreporteil 1I0tm.d eGnta()~ bear1ne; , 
078G( TI;, 1000 yards, •. _.2l30 .. ~:t'€;en~y, ship~ lett tO~llrse01,5Gl T) • 
Material; Conditi&n"Zebra"s'e't be10w seconddeek. At 2335. contact 
reportedQ,s'lilon"-litetallc. Changed eouse to 085GrT)at 23M). .' .. ' 

- 117 -

www.tinyurl.com/slover


0800 Position 

13: - j,..l' Ii 
137 -'aG.l.l E 

U.S.S. MASSAO}lqSET'lS 

WAR DIARY 

26 SEPTl!MBER' 1944 

120(9 Pos! tion 

. '~o -23.0' N. 
138o-14.4~ E· 

- -;:--"_._' _ ... 

. 601ft 

2000 Position 

.140 - 40.6' N 
1390 - 23.6~ E . 

Steaming as before in companyw1thTask Groilp 34.1 in oruis-
ing disposition 4 Sugar. Format1onaxis,()700 ('!I?), fleet course , 
GS50(~), fleet speeli 18 mots; enroute to Saipan... Omducted. 
tactioalandgulinerY' exercises throughOllt the daY'.1IJmitun:ition 
eXpendei:.4l ~Ol1nia - 5"/3S Cal.,m:. 18, Mali, 2 proJectUes; , 
6.6ClIargesfJmokeless powder, 5"/38 Cal.' ~DN. Duri~ maneu.vers, 
cQnfOl'llled>ingelleral to baseeot!l:rse0706(~h At.l!)S9 formed , . 

· oruisiD.g Usposi t1en 4 SUgar. On f1eetooU,l'se edans 0900 ( '1') , 
at 12 mot.s. At 1620 U .S.S.T+NGEY ~ong$1de to fuel; fueling oom.,. 
p1eted at 1734, u.s.S. 'l'INGEY lIavimg received 68,325 gallons fuel 
oil. 

0800 Position 

. 14: - 265.°' N 
141- 3 .3 t,E 

27 SEPTEMBER 1944 

1200 Position 

, 1J/'I - '23~4' 'N 
1420 - 30.0'. E 

2000· Position 

150~ OlP N 
1430 

- 43.1'E 

. Stel1lllimg . as. before ,1no.ompanY'with Task Group 34.1 OlilTari.ous 
courses aud' speea.s to efteet,renliezvollswithTask Unit 30.8.11 ' 
farfuel1ng... At 0505 U.S.$.];OWA eel U.S.S. NEW JERSEY left· the 
fo~t.ioD..',' with eseor%" to.' fuel. R.6m.a111ing unltsad. J," ustedstations t­
in tomat1.on. At 0.'7(0) U.S.$. WASElINGmN and CrulU:v -14 1eftthe 
formation to fuel. Fuel111g course ud axis .090o( T). " A:t'1050 
eam&8.long.pOl't sidelJ.S.S'ENORXE, and at 1116 began receivil1g 
fuel. e~1eted fueling at 1406 baving received 614,685' gallons 
fuel oll.CQna.u.cteli gann ... erY'. ·exe,rei.ses during the afternOOJ!i;r' 
ammanitiol1 expGcll.ea..:. 2$& - 416roUllds.imT; 1~' rOUlllds. '][E.I:; 
40J4M - 622 rounds, DT.At 1,553 fOl:'med.erllis1:ug.dispos1tilbn 4 
Sugar on fleet oourse 6.lld we 0900 (T),' at .15la1ots. At 1626 
courSe changed te0300(T). • Began zi~zae;gimg as directed by 
O~·T.O. At 2300 changed course to 1000 (T) . 

28 SEPTJmWER 1944 

Stel1llling aslilElfore ;IJi .ccm1pan;y With Task Grollp 34.1 enrollte' 
Saipan. At 0427si&!:b.ted. Saipan Island bea.1:'il1g 13QO(T) • Fleet 
axis rotated to l'O~('!I?)at 0431, and a.t044S ehangedeO\2rse to 1450 

(T). At 0455formed~oruisimgdisposit1on 4 Nan. Steamed on various 
cOUrses and at speeds as dire.eted bY',O.T.q. and Division (ilommander. 

· 6l1dat 0628/;\nch\l>red j,nr~ads off SaipeBarbor. ,6alpan lslani, 
1larianas Group, lll.1.crtl!. ~ 108 in 17 fathoms of water with 90 

· fa.thoms of the port'anchor chain. in use. Anchorago'.bearings: 
Sh!psRead. 1610 ('!I?);B1a.ck ~tack, -135°('1'); Left tangent Tinian, 
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U~S.S. MAS,SACESETTS 60/tt 

s' ........ ". .... . .. WARJ>IitRy. . . . .~Q l~1 
172.6P{T); Lett tangent Saipan. 1G2~2(){Tl. At 0634 set the Port ,.' 
WarViateh,beg8,t1IiOl'JIialporttoutlne.".At 113lfU.s.S. TEE SULLIVANS .: . 

. t1ei I1palongsidetor re~~\rS.· ··~t1~j~cemp32e.teci . pUmping 1600 " .. 
gallons Uesel ol1t.O u.s.S. TElES'O'LLI\1':AN'S.U.s.S. IOWA radar ~. \' . . 

56 m11ese;t 173() •. Matel"l,a1 Qond1,!;ion "Zebra" setbe1ew the second' .'. , 
deek,and thesb.i'Pda"'k~ifed. At 1750s1;004to. Air' Attack stationB!,:..:~1 " 
MEtt~rial ~~dit1~ "4ebra:" set throughout theslll.ip! 'Unident11'1ei .• 
Pl-;~ 1O.~t1tied Qs .. trien!U.y at 1$G3, and a:t 1804 securedtrem Air I " 
Attack,.aet.1;he':Port .War Watch. Unless lndicatedotherwise Material I 

QonC:U.tiG~·Yoke" is set daring darklless. and }gateria1 Condition ' 
!I,X-raY" daringdayl1gllt; whileshipis1'l1port. 

29·SEPl'EMiER 1944-

. 2000 Posi tioD. 

15P ,;; 20.5·' N 
1450 -08.0~ E 

Anchored as .before. At 0910 began pllinping 6,000 gallons 
tresh.water taU.S.S.· 'TJ'l:!. SULLIVAl'S. Atl12G U.S.S. SULLIVANS 
udex:way and charea the port. Side. ~unitlon ligllter. alongside 
tr0ll11425 to. 1515. At 1600 stationed special sea details; made 
all preparations tor. getting underway, purSUail.tto OomThirdF1eet' s 
281255, directing Task For.ce 34 plus oneOVL and two destroyers 
and 'faskGroup 3$~2 to depart Saipanand proceed to Ul1thi-~ Under­
way at 1659, maneuvering onvariolis. courses and at various ' speeds 
while tormingcrliising'disposit1on 4 Sugar. From 1710 to -1724 
stood to Air Attaek stati.ons. . F1e.et course and, e.xis 27GG{ r.r), 
t1eet speed 15. bots. Zig";zaggiJig as directed byO~e., .-and 
at' 213Gchanged course pd axis to 2250 {T). .. ' . 

G8GG PesitlQn' 

140 - 01.2 1 'N 
1430 - 35.7~ :$ 

)0 SEPTEDER 1944 

12.00. Position 

130 
- G3.5' N 

1Uo - 5).6l E 

20(1) Position 

11° - 58 .• 3' N 
1q,E)O -59.4! E 

Stealni~aSb(!tore in cOlIl.JllUly'·with r.raskGrolip 34.1 in 
czuis1ng t01'lll1iition.,4· Sugar, OlLf~eet eourse and e.xiB225o( r.r) at 
17 knots •. 'fheship i~ darkenedtrl!lIll snns.et to sunriseanll,'is in 
Qonil1tion ot lieacu.ness :l;I; Engineering CoD4ition 33, ." Aircratt . 
Condition 8, <;Gnditlon ot .Radar· Silence. 5 are set. ",Vll.ile under­
way, unless otherwise indlpated •. Material conditiGn~Yoke" is . 
. set during darkness IUld .Material Condition Yoke belOW se¢ond . 
deck, Ma:liellia1COndl1;ion "X-rat". al:love,a~in~da~light.At 0232 
u.,S~.s. JIITU·ERrepor.tedsol'!l1d contact, bearing. 2$0 (T). distance 

).O,GO() yaru .. :J!lme:r.gencytun lett to course 115o(.r.r).execllted at 
0236. So~conta~t lost by U.S.s.MTJJJmat0240 •. At 0244 
changei course to ~~5ot T). and commenced zig-zagging as directed 
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i '8y a.If.c .Oonb!l1ied ~t1eal~~(gWme~y "exer9ises threugholllt 
i the day. Stood to~~ttl:l.~~.;~ta't10nsfrom0836to ie35 daring. 
I, . \ . eoarse.o1'eimu1:atedAi-r \ Att~."'by1rl'$ndiy planes. Exercise oon-

... ------. "~'I:,:~:~-~-"'-'- ,. 
","v 

60/1'1' 

" -l 

, " 

to 1344. At 1344 .1'o1"ll1ederu:tsing disposi tieR 4 Suga'1' on tleet t.in ...... \led dllri .. ng .. afte .... r .. R'Gon.St.e. P'd.t .... O' .... A1r .A .. t.ta'ek. sta'tio.l1strom. ··12G5 ; .~.' . .... . 
ooarse andaxls'22;~{!) at 15 knots. Coarse and . a:x:isehanged . . '.' 
to 2100 (T) at 1450,. and coarse changed to 1800 (T) at 1503. At w,;= ' , '. 
1800. oearse ehang~d to 2700 ( T). and at 2308 to .. 1800 ( T) • . \ 
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. File ' No. , ' , I,' BB59/ Al2-1/U6-3 

'j, 

60/ff 

MASSACHUSETTS ", .' ,'" " ','" ,E.N-Tl~L u.s,s. 

coHeJJB :' ',WAR DIARY 
11 

1 OCTOBER 1944-

, . 'stea:n\1ng enrollte fa:om'Saipan., MarianaS Islands', to' 
Ulithi AtQtl, Caroline Group in company with Task GrO'llp 34, 
,organized as follows: " '" " 

Task Foree 34 (Vice Admiral W.A. LEE) ," ' 
" . Task Grou! 3,01 Battle Line (Viee Admiral Lee) 

. Bat» v _ (Rear Admiral Hustvedt) 
, , " ,lOWA (F), ' -0 

NEW JERSEY ( FF ) . t:: 
BatDiv ,~' <g , 
.'. ,'" 'ALABAMA. (F) 0 

, MASSACHUSETTS "'-' 
WASHINGTON 

(Admiral W.A. LEE is in the U.S.S.' NEW JERSEY as 
CollllliaIi.der·Thir,d Fleet; in temporary absence of 
Admiral W. F. HALSEY, and as Commander' Task Force 
34, and COIlDllBJider Battlesh.tps Pacific.) , ' 

,(jJ 

-~, 
Task,GrOup 34.2 Right'Flank 

OrUDiv 14. " , , " 
.vINCENNES (F) 

(Rear Admiral Whiting) 

HOUSTON 
MIAMI' 

\. DesDiv 104 , 
l . Also present are INDEPENDENCE and escorts, acting as 

Task Group 34.9 

'Curl'ent, movements is, pursuant to instructions in disp~teh 
, of ComThird Fleet; to ComTask Group 38.2 and ComTask Force 34, 

dated 28 SeptaJllber1944, directing Task Force 34 with one light 
carrier end escorts and Task Group 38.3 to sail from Saipan ,on 

, 29 S,eptembera:t 1730 .andto pro~eed to Ulithi by a designated 
route ar:tivingat.OC;OO,l October. 1944 (All timef) Item). Pre .. 

, cautione are being taken to avoi.d Visual sighting from Rota, 
Island. Taetiealand Gwfuery exerciSeS are belngeonducted 
while enl'oute.' The ,Task ,Force ,is steaming in cruising dis- , 
position 4 Sugar, fleet ()Ourse 1800 ( T); fleet axj,s, 2l00 ( Tl. , 
Standard speed is 15 knots. 'steaming, at IS knots,. , " Basieall,Y , ' 
tlle ship ~s inCandi tion III dul'i:ngd!j;ylight ~dConditH)nII 
dliririg dal'kness ·zig~zagging is i,naceordBJiee with O. T .C. 

;.-c; 
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BB59!Al2-1!A16-3 . U .S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 

C cIItIf{lf)E N TI A+B DIARY 

instructions. O.T.C. is Vice Admiral W.A. LEE in U.S.S. NEW 
JEIlS)!:Y. ' . . . 

At ,0028 changed fleet course to 2100 (T), and at 0355 change a, 
fleet course to 030.?( T) • Cruising disposi tion4 Nap, formed at. 
0420; fleet guide, U.,S.S. IOWA; division guide U.S.S • .AI.ABAMA';'At 
0430stood.to QeneralQ,uarters stations; secured· at 0530, Sight·ed 
Uli thi Atoll a:iJ.d fOllowed movements· of Division Quide in entering 
port •. At 0708. anchored in Berth 16, in 18 fath'Omsof wa,ter. 

Set the Port War Watch and. began following nOrmal port toutine. 

.,:1):' 

Ship is qP, fOur hours notice for getting underway. At 1315 U.S.S • 
. WOODWORTH alongside to ruel; 14.49 U.S.S; WOODWORTH cleared side 
~ftEirreceiving 75,775 gallons Of fuel oil.' u:;S.S. MONTGOMERY 
alongside at ,1730 to deliver in,jured personnel. 

2 OCTOBER 1944 

. '. . At 0643 U.S.S. BE1u.Y alongside to transfer. to this ship,' '. 
JI •.. CO.tDiV1!!IGH .. T (Rear, Admiral G .• B., " DAVIS) . and members of his staff. 

ComJj'atDiv EIGHT came abOard ap,d ho~sted h~s flag. . 
'Task Force 34 organization modified to the following: 
Task FOrCE) }4 (Vic.a Adjniral W.A. LEE) . '.. . 

Task.Group H.I Battleline (Vice Admiral W.A. LEE) 
Batbiv·7 . (Rear Admir8.l RUSTVEDT) 

.. IOWA (F) 
NEW JEIlSEY (FFF)' 

BatDiv 8 
MAssACHUSETTS (F) 
WASHINGTON (FF} 

BatDiv9 (Rear Admiral HANSON) 
. . SOUTH DAKOTA (F) , .. 

ALABAMA 
Admiral W.F. HALSEY,'ComTliird Fleet, present in NEW JERSEY: . 

Vice AQmiral W.A. LEE,ComBatFac present' inw.A$HJ;NGT.ON. 
. At 1055 received signal ttF1ash~Red"frem~Il)PA. Manned Air 

Attack Stations; set MaterialOonditi6n"Zebra~'. SigIial "Flash 
White" reQeived fromsOPA at 1100.; se.~ed· from Air Attack 
stations ,resumed Condition III. . 

At 1155 U;6.S. BRONSON alongside toruel. Operationcom.-
,- pleted at 1440, U.S.S. BI/.ONSONhavitig received 51,600 gallons of 

flleloil. During foren,oonconducteddiving operations to inspeQt 
serEiws,shafts alia, rudd.e);'s. U.S.S. ALDEBliRAN received along port 
Side for stores aild provIsions at 1327.- U.S;S; DORTCH alongside 
to fuel .at 1521; ,operation completed at 1613. Diving operations 
cOIltinllEid during afternOon. At 1658 U.S.S. ALDEBliRAN underway from 
port side,and at 1740l)'.S.S. OIMAIl.RON alongside to 'fllel U.S.S. 
MASSACHus:ET~. • . 
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BB59/Al2-1/Al6-3 U.S.S. MASSA,QHUSE'l'i'S 

St~tif . . WAR~IARY 
, Weatb:~.conditftl'b;Sg.eteriorated during the day. '!'he sky w~s 

overcast, ceiling lOW'i"'squal1s frequent. Barometer dropped from. . '. . 
-29.71 at 1200 to 29.67 at 1800, and the force of the wind increaseR- .' . 
from force 3at 1200 to' force 5 at 1900. All data indicated atrop~ 
ical disturbance"of l;Iomeintensity passing to northward •. The ship . .... . 
was made seoure for heaVY-weather, and preparations were made for ..... ; 
getting Q,Ilderway on' one l!i,)urs' notice. 'At 1941 fUe'ling operations ~'" '. i " 
completed; received 35.0,737 gallons fuel oil at 600F and 6,979 gallons " 
di,e~eloilat 850 F. .... ....... • ' i' 
'.' l "!. • I 

. ~'O'CTOBER 1944 . 

1200 Position 
. 090 - IS. 3 " N 

1400 - 10.4'- E 

. 2000 Position 
680 - 44.3' N 

1410 - 25.3' E 

. Pursuant t6 orders by radio from 0.'1'. C,. prepara tions were made 
. to get underway at 0730 and sortie in COl!1paily with Task ForoeJ4. 

Weather conditions rem.ained bad due to the tropioal disturbanci'e to 
tb.e nQrth. '. At 0605U.S.S. C.IMARRON UJlderway from porteide. -Under-. 
ymy at 0723-•.. During the run down theohannel inside the Atoll two 
Ma~l!: S}1adars were kept on designated targets and ranges t~en witb. 
thel!1 ohecked with the position of the ship as determined bl Visual 
bearings_ . As the ship neared theentranoe ohannel the weather closed 

; ..... , .... ; .. in, making impossiblethetllk'ing of anY bearings visually. Radar 
ranges were plotted continuc;lll<sly, and these, together with dead 

· reokoning, furnished what proved to be an aoourate plot 'of the 
ship's traok through the narrow Channel. . 

At 0906 changeci speed to 14 knots; formed cruising dispo'sition 
4 .Nan on fieetcourse and axis l500 l '1'). CruisingcU,sposition 4 
Sugar .forme.d at 0955 on' fleet oourse and Il.xis l400(T)~-at15 knots. 
Course changed to 1200('1') at 1352 •. Fleet course and axis changed 
to 060°('1') at 1830,atW-at 1902 ohanged oob,l;'f!e to 0000(.T) •. Axis' 
ohanged. tQOOOo at 1913.. At 2156oourseCl3,.f).nged to 290Q( '1'). 

. . 'Fhestormabated sOl!1ewhatdurlng the day, the barome'ter 
· rising from 29.66 at 0100 to 29.76, at 2400, and the 1'oroe 01' the 
· wiild deo1ining from ,1'orce 7 to 1'orne 5 in· the same period. 

4,OCTQBER 1944 

OSOO Position 
090- 55.4'N 

1390 - 27.1' E 

Steaming as be1'ore in company with TaskForce 34. ; NIaneuvered 
as directed by O. T .• C. ,preparing to reenter Ulithi Atoll. At 0725 
torme.a cruising di$posltlon4Nan •.. At OS4Tentered Ulithi Atoll by 
Muga:i C~~J.~d proceededto)3erth Zl, ~oring\at 0934, in .. 

· 24 t!ltl)..s~~wat~r~i t4120 fathoms of the :por~ chaih. Se~ the 
the Port WarWatCl1 alid .resumed normal port ro.ut;Lne as pe=tted by 
Co. nd:ltfono-f R.eadiness ;for getting underway (4 hours). " 'ii!f? ... ' . 

. '-. '. . . '12' 3,69 .' ~" .• 
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Routine . flight operations conducted. During forenoon con­
dUcted sh1l-l10wwater divi~g operations to free the screws'of LO'1' 
670, tied up astern, of an.,8" manila line. At 0941 U.S.S. WEDDER'" 
BURN. alongside to provisH>n.-

6 OCTOBER 1944 

2000 Position 
,090 -M)~3' N 

1390 -26.:3' E 

Launched planes for anti-submarine patrol during morning. 
U.S;S.LAWS alongside at 0814 tor minor repairs, stores'and fuel­
ing. 

Pursuant to ComThird Fleet dispatch 01'6 -October 1944, Task 
'Feroe 34 was dissolved at Gf 1200, and Uilits of Task Force 34 . 
joined Groups, of Task Force 38 to whioh they had previouslY been 
assigned. 'l'ask Groups 38.2 and, 38.3 are present. Organization is 
as follows: - . 

TaskForce 38 (Vice Admiral M.A. MITSCHER) 
.. ' . Taek Group 38.2 (Rear Admiral C.F. BOGAN) 

.. INTREPID (F) . 
BUNKER. HILL 
CABOT 
INDEPENDENCE 
HANCOCK 

BatDiv 7 (Rear Admiral BADGER) . 
- IOWA (F) -

. NEW JERSEY (FFF) 
CruDiv 4 (Rear Admiral WHITING) 

. VINCENNES (F) 
HOUSTON 
MIAMI 

CruDiv 11 
SAN DIEGO Or) 
OAKLAND 

Desron 52 and 53 

Task Group 38~(n:ear\-A,dmiral F.C. SHERMAN) 
. ". . ES ',. (F) ".' . 

, LEXINGTON ( FF) 
LANGLEY 
PRINCETON 

B.atDiv 8 (Re~rAdmiralDAVIS) 
MASSAOHUSETTS {F) .. 
WASHINGiON (F of ColllBat!'ac) 
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BatDiv 9 (Rear Admiral RANSON) 
800m DAKOTA (F) 
ALABAMA. 

CruDi.., 13 (Rear Admiral DuBose) 
SANTA FE (F) . 

, '. Br.RM:rNGHilM 
,MOBILE . 

Desron 50, 55 
• 

Admiral W.F.HALSEY,COMMANDERTHmD FLEET, present in NEW 
;rERSEY: Adlniral W.A. LEE, ComBatPac, .·present in WASHINGTON •. 

. Pursuant to instructions c~>ntain~d in Comi4"stCal"TaskForPac 
operation order No. 11-44 and in dispatch,of C6mTask Group 38.3 

. made preparation to get underway and oarry out operations in conn­
ection with landiIigs by So.uthwest Pacific Forces in ,Leyte 'Gulf, 
Plliil.1ppine Islands •.. Underway at 1643; sortied. At 1820 formed 
cruising disposition 5. "Roger", . axis 0900( T), a.s a .. uni t . of' Task 
Group .38 • .,; alld at 2000 rendEjzvoused with Task Group 38.2 at 090- . 

, 40~··N;1.,90-20' . E ,f'o~ng . oruising o.i sp Oi:l,i ti on JWi11iam with an s 
06QO(T); fleetoourse 3350! TI, at 18)a1ots, all a;:l direoted by Com­
TaskFor 38 by despatch ttl COlliTask Gr'O'hp 38.28.D.d.OomTask Group 38.3. u.s.s. RENO andU.S.S. BIRMINGHAM did not s()rtie, remaining in the 
harbor tooompleteprovisioning. . . . '. ' . 

, Fleet course ohanged',to 3500(T); SP!!ed reduced to 18 knots. 
Enroute to'rendezvous with Task Groups 3\B.l and 38~4 at 150";30' N, 
1380 ... 00' E, as direoted by OomFirstCarTaakForJ;>ao operation order 
11-44. . '. 

Basioally, the ship is in Condition II duriilg darkness and 
Condition III during daylight. 

osoo Position 
.~.,. 

120 -37.8.' N 
1380 -41.2! E 

7 OCToBER 1944 

1200 Position 

.130-46:2'N 
138°-28; 9 ~ E 

2000 Posi tion 

.15°-55.1' N . 
138°-25.3' E 

Maneuvered as'neoessary to launch oarrier airoraft f'or C.A.P. 
and A.S.P~ U.S.S. LONGSHAWreported steering casualty at. 0906, indioa­
ting hQWever,that she wOuld stay olear of'f'ormatio.n; at 0910 U.S.S. 
LONGSHAW regained steering control and resumed station. Stood to . 

. General Quarters Statii>ns f'or drill during'i'Orenoon. . . 
Fleet course ohanged to0150(T) at 1700; speed ohanged to 17' 

knots. Rendezvoused with T~sk Groups 38.1 and 31h4 as soheduled. 
Formed crUising disposition 3 William' on fleet axis 0600(T). 

Steaming enroute to f'uel1ng ·.rendezvou$ at 190.-00' N, . 1390 .. 00 'E. 
. .' . 
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0800 Position 

18°-23.9' N 
1380-'38.3' E 

8. OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

180 -15.7' N . 
1380-02.1' E 

2000 Position; 

180-04.5' N 
1360-43.4' E" 

At dawn met uni tsof Fueling Group 30. 8, tormedoruising 
disposition modified 5 lioger, fleet oourse and axis ~600( '1'), 
speed 10 knots. During forenoon received U.S.S.GATLINGand 
U.S.S. INQ-ERS0LL alongside to fuel. At ll20U.S.S. RENO and. 
U.S.S. BIRMINGHAM"joilied Task Group 38.3. AlongsideU;S.s. 
CACHE to fuel- at 1322; operation oompleted at 1710, this ship 
receivine;;247,083 gallons fuel oiL During9peration, U .S.S. 
PRITCHETT oame alongside to transfer. U.S. and.. oUicial mail. 
C,rl11sing disposition 5 Roger formed at· 200<;>; f'leet axis 2600 
(T),tleet oourse 2950 ('1'), at 18 knots. \ 

, 
0800 Position 

1<)0_49.2' N 
lJ4°-44.3)E 

9 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Posi tion 2000 Position 

Steaming as before, .enrollte to support carrier air strikes 
agl;!instJapanese shipping and facilities in the area of Okinawa'Jima 
in the Nansei ShotQ Group.:)l'leet oourse ohangedto . 0100('1') at 
0400. Stood to General ~uarters Stations from 0437 to 0557. 
Formation,axis rotated to 0300 ('1') at 1043. U.S. Ma:ll,wasdeliv­
ere,d to this ship by the U.S.S. COGSWELL, which caine'ai.o:QSsio.e 
at 1121. ,Fleet course changed to 3000( '1') at noon, arid speed in­
creased to 23 knots; began approach to position from which dawn 
strikes will be launched. At 2100 increased spoedto 25 knots. 

At 1400, the, Captain addressed th e crew over the Public 
Address System as follows: .' ' , 

"This is the Captain speakillg. Tonight we are on our 'way 
,to. open the action of a' vast 'new operation in the Western 
Pacific. The early date of this operation following the land- . 
ings in Palau is the result of our remarkable sucoess in the 
strikes on the Phillipines. " 

This new operation, as: usual, will lead to a landing. lIlhen 
and where, I cannot t.ell you UJltil later •. It is enou@:! for. us . 
to know. that Task Force 38 leads ott, as usual, with a damaging 
blow to some important enemy position. The purpose of this 
blew is to weaken t1ieenemy;s ability to counter .the landings 
when they oome. 

Task Foroe38 has all four groups in this operation, and 
is therefore one-third stronger than it was when it hit the 

. Phillipines~ . . 
. Our objective tomorrow is Okinawa. Okinawa,unlike the .' / 

islands Ie have attacked before, is not oonquered or mandated {j? 
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territory. It is one o"f the home iSlands, about 300 miles routh 
,of Japan :proper~ It is about ,,10 times as big as Saipan and has 

seYE?l,'I;!.l gC)od 'harbors. Its strategic importance lies in the fact I­
that it is a staging point for aircraf~ ~lown from Jap~, proper, 
southward to FOr)Ilosa, ,t,hence to the, Ph~l~ppines and the'Indies. 
It is obvious, thE?refore, that to wreck its 81r' facilities 'will 
cut off the flow or reinforcing aircraf,tfrom'the southern Ili'ea. 

At present 'there is no reEreonto belirie t;.liat we have been 
discovered. If this· be true", we can expect- to make another of 
those surprise ,attacks, for which Task Force ;8 has. now become 
renowned. It goes without saying that we must be prepared for 
air attack and possibly surface action. . 

As successive phases of this operation develop, I will ' , 
give youm9re information. In the meantime, it will be interest­
ing for you to know that tomorrow morning you will be 'only 400 
miles from Kyushu, the southern island of Japan proper." 

OSbo,Position 

240-33.9' N 
1290"02.3' E 

10 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

250-03.7' N 
1290-33.3' E 

2000 Position 

240-29.4' N 
1290-22~8' E 

At 051S stood to General Q.uarters Stations, and shortly 
thereafter the carriers began launching planes for fighter sweeps 
and air strikes 'against Japanese airfields, shore installa.tions and 
shipping in the area of the Island of Okinawa Jima. Tactical sur­
prise was achieved, and as there were no indications of an enemy 
attack on our surface forces, secured fromGeneralQu~tersSta­
tions at OS50. ' At 0955 our carrier planes, reported twoen6J!lY 
supply ships, alreadr damaged by bombing, about 40 miles to ' 
the west of our force. The U.S.S. MOBll.E, U.S~S.COTTEN, and 
U .S.S. GATLING Were order'ed' to leave the formation and attack 
the enemy, vessels. However. by the time' our ships reached the 
scene (:If 'action, the enemy ships ~ad be,en sunk by planes. , 

Air ,strikes continued through the day. At l54S changed 
fleet course to 2200 (T), alid began retiring southeastward to'fuel­
ing 1'endezvous with units of Task Group 30.8'at'200-00'N, 12So-
00' E. ,Stood to Air Attack Stations at 1752;' secured at194i~. 

0800 Position 

190-53.8' N 
1210 -5S.5' E 

11 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position '2000 'Posi tion , 

190 -57.3' N 
1250-18.3' E 

, Stood to General Q.uarters Sta~ ons at 051~, secured at 0618. 
, At 0735 joined Task Group 30.S, forming cruising disposition 5 

"Roger", modified for purposes of fueling. Fleet course chan..s:~CJ... 7 
• ' 12 Jb~ 
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to 2600:{ T); speed reduc.ed to 12 knotS. 'Formation axis is OSOO.(.T). 
U.S.S. LAWScalile alongside to fuel at 0'7'59. Completed fueling USS 
LAWS at 0915, p.aving t:iisc:\w.rged 74,530 gallons fuel oiL La.unched" 
and recovered one aircraft. for Anti-.submarine patroL U.S.S. 
HEALY alongside to fuel at 1000; operation completed a'\; 11,06, USB 
HEALY having recehed 79.030 gallons fuel oil. U.S.S; OOQ-SWELt .' 
alongside at 1429 to transferU.'S. and official malL At'1453 

. qame along port side of U .S.S. QUADALUPE and began receiving fueL 
Fueling completed at 1505, this: Ship having received 4'58,041 ga1- . 
10ns of fuel oil. . i 

. Fueling operations· completed. At 1818 increased speed to 24 
knots and at 1900 changed fleet course to 3200( T) ,;In accordance 
witli COm,FirstCarTaskForPac Operation Order 11-44, o egan apProach 
to position frOm which Air Strikes are .to be launched agains tin­
sta11atlons on the IS.land of FOl'jll.osa an(l Japanese shipping' iuad.,;!' 
jacent waters. .e .' 

.' Stood to Air Attack Stations 'at :1.830; Secured at 1912. The .. 
'rElaKForceisevident1y being follOWEjd by Japanese planes as 
several unidentified aircraft were reported' in the area •. · 

. At 1400 the Captain addressed the. crew over the J;'ublic 
Adqress System as tol10ws: . '. 

"ThiS is the Captain speaking. Tonight we start tb,e.run-in 
.. for· the second phase of our operation~ Today we have beeil.'t\l;e1-. 

irig in waters that a few weeks ago were stronglY held by t:liS,' '. 
enemy. We are 400 miles from Ok~wa, 400 miles. from FormOSa, 
and 250 miles from Luzon. Our. bO),dness in bringing tankers 'into 

. such an area must be galUng to the Japanese •. The Japs are making 
strong efforts to keep track of \lS, but not tClattack us. They. 
tracked us during last night and today they have had us under ob.­
serv'ation. '!We of the tracking planes were shot down.. The Jap"; 
anese are very anxious to know Where we are going next:- 'Weare 
trying to prevent them from·disc.o.vering. During the day we have 
been. heading towards the Philippines, and two ta.sk groups made a 
fighter sweep over nOJ:'thern Luzon, with fairly good results. At 
dark t.onight we will be heading toWard Luzon at 24 Plots. As 
soon as it ls completely dark, we! will change course 900 right 
for our. new objective'" Formosa •. As everyone knows, Formos'a is 
one of the stronges~ Jap positions outside the home islands. It 
is our purpose to wQrk over this strongly held position for two 
days, and then to retire for fueling. 

I anticipate that we will be disoovexed. during the night and 
tracke.d. It appears too much: to expect that we can surprise 
Formosa tomorrow·. However, we can deal with whatever the enemy 
chooses to. send against us. . . 

Our position tomorrow morning will be about 100 miles from 
Formosa and 250 miles from the China coast." 
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12 OCTOBER 1944 

l200.Ppsitipn 

220.-47.3' N 
1220.-57.5' E 

6O/ft 

2000 Ppsitipn ~. 

220.-50.0' N 
123p-09.3'E 

Apprpach~ng strike positipn, abptit.12p-20' N, 1220-40' E, 
frpm which ppint the carriers will launch air strikes'against 
airfiel.ds, shpre installatipns and. industrial targets on the 
island PI' Fprmpsa. Stpo.d to.' General ~uarters Statipns. fpr dawn 
alert at 0554. Severa.l unidentified planes were reported. closing 
the Task Grpup, and at 0545 varipus ships cpmmenced firing uppn 
enemysircraft. Firing continued intermittently until dawn, but 
the enemy did not Press the attack. At sunrise Our carriers be­
gan launching fighter sweeps and air striltes which continueo. 
thrpughput the day •. Enemy planes were repprted in the vicinity 

'of.tll'e fprmatipn from time to time during the day, but npne came 
close enpg,gh to. be fired upon by pur surface craft. However, 
pur COmbat Air patrpl. .destroyed several enemy planes b"efpre 
they liould clpse the Task Group. " 

At sunset stopd' to, Air. A'J;tack Stations. A group of enemy 
planes was repPrteo. closing the Task Force. Task Group 38.2 

,opened fire and shpt down three enemy planes in flames, wi thing 
the space of about five minutes; A few planes apprpached this 
Task Grpup and several ships including' the MASSACHUSETTS ppened 
fire. The plan,es were driven pff, but it is npt thpUght that 
any were destroyed at this time. Varipus grpups of planes cpn- . 
tinued to clpse the 'rask Fprce and a number of.fJ,:/l.res were drppp­
eO. by enemy planes. From time to time the other Ta.skGJ,:oups Were 
observed tiring and at 2122 this ship commenced firing again .with 
5" and machine gun batteries. Again the planes were driven pff 
without apparent damage to either planes pr ships. All ships 
carried putemergenoy maneuvers as ordered by O.T.C. While enemy 
attaoks were being made. In general however, a ,base cpurse 
which will take the force a short- distance northea.stward fpr a 
night retirement is being fpllpwed. Strikes are to' be continued 
tomprrow. 

0800 Ppsitipn 

220.-44.4' N 
1220.-30.6' E 

13 OCTOBER 1944, 

1200 Ppsition 

220 -59.0' N 
1220.-23.3' E 

2000Ppsitipn 

220.-39.9' N" 
1220.-10.8.' E 

,Cpntinued emergency maneuverlng while, repelling air attacks. 
Secured from air attack statipns at 0150. Stppd to., Air Attack 
stations at 0544 fpr dawn alert • 
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At dawn the carriers launched planes for continued strikes , "" 
'agains,t F, ormo~a. ThrougJ;t0ut t"he dl;l:y, ,the Task Gro, t;p, maneuV,ered t,o" ' 

conform to fllght operatJ.ons. At 1825 stood to An Attack Stations ' 
for evening alert. A number of enemy planes were reported in the ~'~" 
vicinity of the formation.' Ships in Task Group 38;2 were obs,erved' . 
firing at l8J4, and an, enemy plane was observed to crash in flames. ',' , , 
At 1840 one of the ':fighters of our Combat Air Patrol shot down an _=:= ',' i , " 

enemy plane dead ahead. This ship began firing' at 1842. At 1845 - :~. 
O.T.C. reported that the U.S.S. CANBERRA a unit of Task Group 38.1 \ 
had been torpedoed and was dead in the water, with her 'engine rooms 
flooded. The U.S.S. WICHITA was detailed to take the damaged vessel 
in tow. CruDiv13 was det,ached from Task Group 38.3 and ordered to 
join Task Group :38.2 to replace CruDiv 14 which was standing by with 
the U.S.S. CANBERRA. , :DesDiv 100 was ordered to accompany CruDiv lJ. 
At 1948 afte.r all firing had ceased, speed was decreased from 24 ' 
knots to 20 knots. At 2117 secured from Air Attack and set Condition n. ' " ' 

N:o more strikes were scheduled byComFirstCarTaskForPac Opera­
tion Order 11-44, but in view of the damage sustained by the USS 
CANBER.RA ComThirdFl:eet ordered strong fighter sweeps launched 
against airfields on Formosa the following morning to afford more 
protection to the damaged cruiser and her escor.ts. 

All groups retired eastward a short dista~ce during the night 
to return in ,time to be inposition to launch fighters at dawn. 

0800,position 

220 -5J.8' N 
l220-56.9~ E 

14 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

2Jo-21.4 , N 
,12Jo-)2.2' E 

2000 Position 

220-15.2' N 
125.0-05.8' E 

, Steaming in vicintiy of strike position, prior to launching 
fighter sweeps over Formosa airfields • 

. Stood,to Air Attack Stations at 0544, secured at 0848. Fight­
ersweeps continued through the morning" 'as heavy ships Of the 
Task Group fueled destroyers. This ship fueled the U.S.S. 'COTTEN, 
LQNGSHAW, GATLING and HEALY. During the 'morning, O.T.C. reported 
that ,the U.S.S. HOUSTON which had been protecting the U.S.S. 
CANBERRA had been torpedoed by a Japanese plane., ' 
, At l1J5- after morning fighter sweeps had been completed, Task 
Groups J8.2 and J8.J changed course to lJ50 (T), increased speed. to 
24 knots, and began retiring,to a fueling rendezvous with units of 
Task Group 30.8 at approximately l80-JO'N,1280-00'E. Task Group 
38.1 remained in the vicinity of Task Group JO.5 to afford pro­
tection from further enemy air attacks. ; 

During mid-afternoon, a small group of enemy aircraft attack­
ed the Task Groups ,but were repulsed by our Combat .Air Patrol alid 
anti-airai-aft fire without haVing ,inflicted any damage. ,At dusk 

, ~nother group of enemy, planesattacke,d this Task Group, and succeed-
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ed in breaking into the formation. One enemy torpedo plane, a 
"Jill" after lauIiching a torpedo at the U~S.S. LANGLEY in an 
unsuccessful attack ,approached this ship. The plane was taken J. 
under fire and was. shot down in. flames a short dist~ce off our 
starbo.ard bow. Shortly therafter ano.ther plane of the same 
type al)proached.tp.!s ship from tile starboard. quarter. It,too 
was shot down in flames by oUr machine gun ba.ttery. During the 
attack an enemy plane orashed into the fantail of the U.S.S. 
RENO, oausing few casualties and minor damage. 'ul'tttacks had 
ceased by 1830, althocigh enemy planes remained in the,vicinity 
of the formation until mid-night. 

0800 Position 

. 180 -48.1' N 
. 1289,.,14.7' E 

15 OCTOBER 1944 

.1200 Position 

180-05.3' N 
1280-56.3" E . 

. 2000 Position 

l80-43~1' N 
1300-06.3' E 

Steaming as before, enroute to fueling l' eilde zvo us with Task 
Group 38·.3 on oourse1350 (T) at 24 knots. 0522 Stood to General 
Q.uarters. 1111 AlongsideU.S.S. KASKASKIA, one of eight tankers 

, Of Task Group 30.8. Received displ;I.tch from COmmander Task Group 
38.31;1.bCiut 1600 cl;I.uc.elling a strike against Luzon scheduled for 
tomorrow and ordering preparations made for a long range search 
a.nd attack on Japanese .fleet. ·Changed course to northward and 
began.· searehes for Japanese fleet. 

. 0800 Position 

220,...14~ 8" N 
l270 -52.9'E 

16 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

220-23.5'·N 
1270-59.0' E 

. . 

'200(}"'Posi:tion 

220-23 •. 1' N 
l289-17.2'·E 

Continuing searoh for enemy fleet. At 0525 stood to Gen-
. eral Q.uarters Stations fOr dawn 81ert. '. At 0700 tl:lJ;l .. carriers launch-. 

ed a series· of searches to northward, extending to 225 miles. Re­
sults of these searches were negative. The Task Group was kept 
south of 230-00' N •. At 1018 our lookouts reported a Japallese 
medium bomber, a. "Nell" on the horizon. One of the destr-9yers 
on our screen 'opened fire, but' failed to hit the plane wlfioh 
imIilediately began opening range. '. . . . 

. An aftern!)on' search was launched and at about 1600 a 
message wa;s received from Task Group cO!lllllander38 stating that 
one '0:1; our planes had contacted an enemy force of some size.' 
AmP~ifying reportsplaoed the force at 260-27' N 1300-28' E 
aild'indicatedtbat it probably oonsls.ted of oneil) .CV, two (2) 
BBs one {llCA; two (2l eLi! and eight (8) DDs on a course of 
250b( T) at an e§.:t;;imat~4. speed of 15 mots.. InasmUClh as the 
foroe.was too far away to reach with an attaok, C.omTask Force 

• 
- .131 -

/li 
~ . .".- , ' 

" 

I 
! 

·1 
; I 

I 

.i 
I 
I 
i 

. i 

j 
! 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


i, 

" BB59/Al2~1/Al6-3 u .S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 

SYi[l WAR DIARY 

38 ordered the INDEPENDENCE to launch a night search and strike. 
During the atternoon the U .S.S. DORTCH came ,alongside to 

transter one 01' her men tor medical treatment. Stoed to Air f 
Attack Stations e;~ 1802 'tor dusk alert. 

The nights,iilifrch 01' the INDEPENDENCE planes was negatiye, ' 
'the enemy Task Fl3.ioe evidently having retired to the northward. 
Cemmander Third Fl~et ordered the Task Force to prOceed to a 
tuelingr.endezvous at 21 0 -00' N, 1270-00' E., 

At 1720 the Captain addressed the o1'ewover' the .Publ ic 
Address Sy-stemas tollows: ," 

, "This.is the Captainspea¥ng. MY' purpose, thisatternoon 
, is to bring you up te date onolir prospective operations. 

, Admiral Halsey has made a change in plans tor our Task ' 
Force. ' This change ha,s been brought about by ,the enemy's re­
aC,tion 1D our sustained 'strikes on Formosa, or i:'a ther it has 
been brought abo-utpytheenemy's opinion 01' the ettectiveness 
01' his counter~attacks upon us~ , ' 
'__'Jpu all are aware 01' the statements 01' damage tOIl.S whi-eh' 

:b,ave been broadcast trom Tokyo. Admiral Halsey has' rea,jlon te' 
believe that the enemy really thinks he has defeated Us and may 

" come put to try to mop up the remainder,. Let 1 s hope they do. 
We are prepared. 
'I have heard it asked how Admiral Halsey gets his intorma­

'HOll. It _ Should be remembered that he is ,in radio communication 
with 'Admiral Nimitz; General MacArthur,and General Stilwell, all 
01' ,whom have had timetoestabl1sh the means 01' gaining intell­
igence et tlJ,:e enemy. Also, it must be remembered we ,have many 
submarines:(~n the prowl in this area. He, also, has the reports' 
01' their contacts. , 

The enemy apparently believes that he has sunk-,fJtty-three 
(53) 01' our ships, including seventeen (17) carriers.'AS-w,eall 
know, that is all the carriers we brought along. Contrary to 
the enemy' s claim, our damage has been astonishingly :Ught' in , 

, vie\\, 01' ,th,e counter-at,tacks upon us. Two cruisers have been tor­
pedoed, and are being towed out 01' the battle area., They are , 
escorted by cruisers ; destroyers and a carrier. It will he 
surprising it these cruisers and their escorts do, not sutter 
addit,ional demage during their retirement. Th~y ;!lave tought ott 
all attaCkS tor two days. In the meantime oursllriking 'power is 
undiminished. ' All the carriers and, all, the battleships are un-
damaged, , -

, The lightness 01' our ,damage is the res\llt 01' the overPowering 
superiority 01' our tighter planes and the alertness and skill 01' , 
the, ap:ti-aircra.tt gunners. To our own gunners I express the ad~ 1,1, 

miration 01' the, whole ship's company tor their demonstration 01' 
ho.w tlie watch should handle ,a torpedo plane attack. - , " i 

In accordance with ,the originaLoperation plan, Task,.Forcel 
J$ woU1dhavemade attacks upon the Phillipines tor the next two 'I' 
,~,three days. That task mustwai t" but other operations ullder 
"the, original plan will continue.' Our diversion will have no ' " j-:! 
ettect upon t,he scheduled landing, when it is due, except possibly /~, III 
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to delay it ,a few days. .' \ . ?, ' ."-' 
Last night, af~er fueling, instead of moving toward the 'I, 

Phillippines, we moyed north. We are now 250 m,iles south of t" .' ' 
Okinawa -and 400 miles' east of ]1'ormosa. The damaged cruisers and ~ 
their eS'corts are southwest of us; therefor€! , it is apparent that ' '. 
Admiral Ralsey has moved Task Force 3B to a position where he can '.', 
make a flank attack upon any enemy surtac~ force .1eavingJapan to ~., ~\:I '. 
,attack that. group. This morning the, carr~ers ladtrched a long-range , 
search to the northwestward, reaching to the Okinawas.. Nothi'Jig "':. 

,was found except a few planes. This afternoon they are searching 
again.' . . ' ,,( 

It is apparent that Task Force 3.B is 'committed to a period of 
maneuver which will last until the situation c:Jiarifies. In such , 
aperioc'la ll.eavy burden falls upon the fleet commanders •. For the 
rest of'us it is a periQdof suSpenSe until contact is made or the 
search "is abandOned. This period properly shbUld be devoted to 

. whatev,er relaxatipn is possible, in prepa:ration for .the trial of 
" bat.t;le .Which may come, whether it be -air attack, surface action, or, 

both. 

OBOO·Position 

210-03.7' N 
'126°-59.4'E, 

17 OCOTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

21.0-19.9' N 
. 1270-17.1' E 

2000 Position 

200-09.1' N 
12SO-04.5' ]) 

Steaming toward fueling area at 210-00' N, 1270-00' E. Stood 
tp General Q,uarters Stations for dawn alert at 0526. vuring morn­
ing fueled U.S.S. IRWIN, .GATLIml, LONGSHAW ·and COTTEN< U"S,S. 
PaESTON alongside with Official Mail at 1416. At 14J5 tr;s~$ •. 
PORTERFIELD reported passing a flOating mine, and upon instruct;.. 
ions from C.T.C. sank the mine with gunfire. After dark came to 
ba,se course 2000lT) and proceeded toward a fueling area located 
at approxilllately lSo-00'N, 1300-00 1 E. 

0800 Bosition 

lso-04~5' N 
12S0 :-47.3' E 

lS OCTOBER'1944 

, 1200 Position 

lSo-02.1' N 
1290 -31.0' E 

2000 Position 

17°-29.7' N 
12so-32.3' E 

Steaming with Task GJ..oup' 3S.31n strategic support of l'hil­
ippine Operations eli.route to fueling area at'lSo-OO"N; 1300-' 
OO'E. 0621 Sunrise; maneuvering to take fueling stations. Eight 

'(B) tankers of Task Unit,30.B.Bpresent; '0656 Alongside U.S.S. 
KASKASKIA on course0600( T) at 10 knots. Received 37,553 gallons ' 
fUel. oil, andleft the tanker atA917. 10.02 U.S.S., CAPERTON along­
side for stores. 1013 Catapulted two planes for anti-SUbmarine 13 
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patrol; recovered at 1;:!Z5. 1342 Changed axis to 1350 ( T);' StelUll­
ing 011 course 255Q( T) at speed 17 knots, during afternoon and 
Ring. 

. 0800 Position 

160-54.2' N 
1270-14.9 'E . 

19 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

. 17°.:012.2' l,'t 
1260-37~2' E 

2000 
,. 

'16°"'46~7! N 
127°-06.5' E 

Steaming with Tasl!: Group 38.) in strategic support of the .. 
PhilippineOp~rations. Operating in Vicinity of 170-00'N; 1270-
OO'E.Maneuveredas required by routine flight operations during 
the day. ., . 

0800 Position 

16°-33.1' N 
127°':'1).5' E 

20 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 2000 Position 

.lSQ-14.0'N 
1260 -25.9' E 

SteaJningliE! before in vicinity of 170-00'N; 127°~OO'E, approx­
imately 400 miles east of .Manila. Task Group ordered to l'endezvous 
with Grogp 38.2 at 150':'00'N; 1270",00'E at noon in view of reported 
Japanese movements south Qf the Philippines. Proceeded on course 
1880 ( T) at 25 knotE!' At 1200 Task Groups 38.2 ~d 38.3 formed Dis­
PQsiti,on 3W axis 0300{ T). 38.3 guide of force; information 5R. 
aJP,s .0200( TI, . course 2700( T), speed 17 knots.. At .17JO 'P!'~eeeding 
on cl'lurse 2100 ( T) toward San Bernardino Strait area to condl1Qt 
strikes. 

0800 Posi Hon 

. 130-22.8' N 
1250 -00.5' E 

21 OCTOBER,1944 

1200 Position 

140 -01.4; N 
1?50 ",10.7' E 

2000 ;position 

. 14°-25.0' N 
127°-00.0' E 

steaming as before. At.0550.commenced launching air strikes 
on Northern Visayas from position off the north coast of·'saJnar 
Island. Stood to GeneralQ.uarters Stations at 0530 for .dawn alert; 
secure.d at 0630. Maneuver.ed asreqilired by flight operations Of . 

. carriers. At' 0905 the lookouts sighted, land, part of theVisayas; 
at 260<;'( T). At 0941 the lookouts reported a "Betty" 'on thf.) horizon 
,e:t2350 (T). but the plane immediatf.)ly faded from vi.ew •. Thifl was . 
the·only,istancf.) in which an enemy plane was sighted dllring the day. 
Afte.~hoon, .th.e course was', in gf.)J;j.eral, easterly in order. to take 
the Task GroUp to a fueling area at approximately 150 -00' N; 1300-
00' E by dawn tomorrow • .. 
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0820 Position 

140-31;5' N ", 
1290-56.1' E 

WAR DIARY 

22 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

14°-17.7' N 
1300-29.4' E 

2000 Position 

14°-01;1' N' 
129°-58.0' E 

Steaming as before,' eureute to fueling area at .15 0 -00'N; 
. 1300-90'E. Sighted nine tankers Of Task Group 30.8 at dawn. 
At 0?04alongside U.S.S.KEN~GO, received 242,298 gallons 
fuel oil, made misc.e11aneous transfers of stores and personnel. 
and left ,the side. at 0825: On. comp1etiOIJ. of operations, <the .:' 
TaskG"roup formed up as before, course 279°('1'); speed 17 knots. 
De~troyers. delivering U.S. Mail and Guard Mail to the Task. 
Group. . 

.-". 

080dPosition 
,;1-". 

-'~ 

23 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

14Q-06.0' N 
1280-54.3' E 

. ,. 

2000 Ji'osition 

14°'-22.1' . N, 
1260-51.9' .E 

.' Steaming frOm fueling area on route to' operating area at ' 
'13°'-55' N;. 1300-15' E.. Arrive('i at ren.dezvous pOint at 0600j 
joined Task,Groups 38;1'and 38.4. At 0601 U.S;S. WASHINGTON, 
U.S.S • .ALABAMA and Desdiv100 were detached from .Task Group . 

.. 313.3 and joined '1'~sk Group 38.4,· as directf,d by dispatllhorders 
Of ComThi:J;od Fleet. Coi;l$atDiy 9 (Rear ACIIJliral Halil.50n)' in LTJg.,S, 
SOU'l'.EI tlAKOTAassumEl.d. tactiyal command of Task. unit 58,.).2. 

. Task Group 38.3 operated in the vicinity of the aDove,' 
mentioned area throughout the daf maintaining a 300 mile search 
in the area from 2800('1') to 3500lT). . 

0800 Position' 

150-22~9' N 
1230-11.5' .E 

24 OCTOBER 1944 

'1.200 Position 

'15°-36.2' N 
1:23°-48.9' E 

2000 Position 

. Cru:i.sing in waters east· of Luzon, while furnish:i.ng air 
sUPPc;>rt for the Philippines Operations .• 

. .' . ShortlY ~fter midnight several unidentif1edaircraft were 
detectEld at a'range Of about 50 miles. Thesepianes did not 
e10se tl1!l fe~tion,.however., and the con:tact was lost. At 
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0528 unidentified planes' werElagl:l.1n detected, at. about 27 miles, 
closing the formation; Al1l).ands stood to Air, Attack Stati.ons .\'", 
~.t 0538. Night fighters intercepted the enemy P1anes, and none 
ti1.osed to gun range.' . Secured from Air Attack a,t 0647 • 
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BB59/A12-1/A16-3 u. S.s. MASSACHUSETTS 60/1'1' Sf8fJff . WAR DIARY ". . .'. . ~n the early morning a ~ispatch from ComTask Grou~ 38.2 
reported an ent;jmy force of thirteen destroyers (13), 1'0 ur (4) 
battleships and eight (8) heavy cruisers between Mindoro and 
Tobias Islands in the Central Phillipines. Amplifying reports 
indicated that:the force was .divided into two groups, and might 
contain seven battleships istead of the four indicated earlier. 

. . The ESSEX andllEXINGTON launched heavy strikes against 
these ships early in .tjre morning. '. 

Meanwhile, our own force was under attack by enemy aircraft, 
consisting principally of dive bombers identifiedas'"Judys"; 
At 0755, atter a large group of. enemy aircraft had been reportep, 
closing the formation, all hands· manned Air Attack Stations. This 
raid was intercepted by our Combat· Air Patrol. and did not close 
the formation. However, at 0837 the O'ombat Air Patrol reported a 
group of approximately 30 enemy planes closing the Task Group, 
and at 0837 various ships began firing at a "Judy" which had drop­
ped a bomb close. to the U ,S.S. HEALY.·· All ships were executing 

..... emergency lllaneuvers as directed by O,T.C. At' 0900 a "Judy" was 
shot down in flames' about 12,000 yards ahead of the formation by 
one. of our fighters. The .LANGLEY and PRINCETON recovered air- . 
craft and at 0939, iIllllJ.ediately after the PRINCETON finished 1'19-
'covering planes, an enemy plane. dropped a bomb Which struck the 
aft;er portiOn of the PRINCETON'S flightdeok and penetrated to 
the hangar deck, starting a large fire. O·.T.C. ordered speed de .. 
oreased from 24 knots to 18 knots so the PRINCETON might main­
tain station. Several large explosions occurred abOard the 
PRINCETON, however, spreading the fire oons~derably. '~ePRINCE­
TON changed course and began to leave the formation and the 
BIRMINGHAM, RENO, CASSIN YOUNG, GATLING and IRWIN were detached 
to stand by and assist the damaged ship. 

At 1017 another nJudy" was sighted within the·:t:Qrma Hon, 
being pll:rsu'~d' by one of tl~e Combat Air Patrol. Just as··the "Judy" 
approaohed the LANGLEY our fighter opened fire, setting the "Judy" 
afire. It'continued on it's oourse and dropped it's bomb whioh 
was a !ileal' miss on the LANGLEY'S port quarter. The enemy plane 
then crashed in flames betwaenthe LlJ1il"GLEY .and the ESSEX .• 

At 1033, the U.S~S.MORRISONwas ordered to assiSt the USS 
PRINCETON, which waS being abandoned. 

At 1300 enemy p:Lanesagain olosed the formation and various 
ships began firing. A bomb was. dropped olose to the U .S.S. 
LEXINGTON but apparently did nO'damage. Again at 1510 enemy planes 
attacked the formation but were driven off without inflicting any 
damage. About 16)0 our search planes reported sighting an enemy 
force of battleships, oarriers, Gruisers and destroyers on a south-
erly course approximately 100 miles to the north'of our force. . 

At 1658 O.T.C. stated by radio that because of the. extensive 
· damage suffered by the U.S.S. PRINCETON, and because of the gen-
· eral situation, ComTask Force )8 had ordered that the ship be sunk 
by our own forces. This order subsequently was carried out •.. .Dur-

· ing operations involving removal of PRINCETON'S personnel and' dam-
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age controloperations. the U.S.S. BIRMINGHAM was damaged by an 
eXplosion ab'ba;rdtheU.S.S. )?RINOETON •. The U.S.S. MORRISON was 

601tf' 

a:)tso damaged while alongside. the U.S.S. PRINCETON. ". f. ... 

'steamed. north t() strike the. enemy force., .... , 
,. Task Groups 3$.2. 3$.3 and 3$.4 rendezvoused at midnight and ~< 

. . PrElviously. tlle U .S.S. BIRMINGHAM, MORRISON, IRWIN and· ~' .'. '. 
GATLING had left the formation enroute to U;t.ithi because of the "--'j., 
damage done by explOsions aboard the U.S.s. PRINCETON. 

Preliminary reports indicated that our planes had done ex­
tensive damage to units of the Jap. force in waters east of Mind­
oro Island. 

After dusk set Condition I-Easy for the nigllt. 

0$00 Position 

, 160 .,.52. $' N 
1260 -Q2.$' E 

25 OCTOB,ER 1944 

1200 Position 

170 -52.0' N 
1260 ";03.9' E 

2000 Pos! tion 

150 -23.1' N 
1260 -03.0' E 

Steaming northward in search of the enemy fleet in company 
with Task Groups 3$.2 and 3$.4. At 0150, night fighters from 

. Task Group 3$.4 intercepted and shot down one "Mavi s" about 40 
miles from th.e formation. li-t 0225 searcllplanes. contacted two 
gr()ups of enemy ships about 80 miles to the north. At 024-0, on 
orders of COlll!llander'Third Fleet, OomTask Force 38 detached Task 
Force 34. which cleared the Carrier Groups ahead and formed up 
in Cruising Disposition 4Non MASSACHUSETTS guide, as follows: 

BATTLELINE (34.1) (Vice Admiral Lee, ComTask Force 34 and 

• 

C.T.G. 34.1) ", 
BatDiv 7 (Rear 'Admiral Badger) 

IOWA (F) , 
NEW JERSEY (FFF) , 

BatDiv $ - (Rear Admiral Davis) 
MASSACHUSETTS (F) 

. WASHINGTON (FF) 
BatDiv 9 ,- (Rear Admiral Hanson) 

, SOUTH DAKOTA (F) . 
ALABAMA. 

. CruDiv 13 - (Rear Admiral Du Bose) 
SANTA FE 
MOBILE 

OruDiv 14- -(Rear Admiral Whiting) 
VINC~ 
MIAMI 
BILOXI 
NEW ORLEANS 
WICHITA 

Desron 50i 52 
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The situation now being clear, secured from Condition I-Easy 
at 0335 for breakfast. Returned to battle statioD,S at 0518. Cruls- . . 
lng disposition 4 Sugar formed at 0552. At 0640 the first strike . 

of Task F .. orce .. 3.8 .pl .. a .. n. IlS pa.ssed .. over .head e .. nroute to 'atta. ck the 'J.':!J'.' ........ . enelli:1 fleet •.. Crutsingdisposition 4 V;i.ctor formed at 0603 •. Later .•. 
oont'act reports place the enemy foroe northeast of our fleet, '..' 
approximately one hundred and sixty:"five(l65) )n.iles. . .. ~.; .: . 

At 11.12 -the U.s.a. SANTA FE reported sighting a floating mine.,' . 
TheU.S.S: CAPEgWON wa.s i~structed to. destroy .. the !)line; Vihile re-' .!, 
ports from our planes ind~oated that severe damage had been inflict- .' 
ed upon the portion of .the Japanese Fleet to the north of us, other 
reports from Commander Seventh Fleet revealedtll,at a considerable 
force of enemy ships had passedthrough,;;!an J:Jerruardino Straits dur..; 
ingthe'nigllt and.was attacking Seventh Fleet Foroes in waters east 
OfS8.J1]ar Island. Henoe, upon orders of Com Third Fleet, at 1114 all 
units exoept J:Jatrliv 7,8 and 9. DesRon 52 and the U.S.S. BILOXI, 
MO:sn.E'andVINCENNES were detached from Task.. Force 34 alld, rejoined 
t;lleirown groups of Task. J!'orce 38. These ships then joined Task 
Grou.p 3e.2which then proceeded south to the aid of the Seventh' 
Fleet.. Task' Groups 38.3 and 38.4 continued attacks on the crippled 
~apanese force to the north • 

. Secured from General Q.uarters at 1210. Battleships began fueI­
l:ng ,the destroyers ,of Our screen, :this ship fueling the U.S. S. 
UHLMAN and U.S.S. THE SULLIVANS. 

Dispatches indicated that the Japanese fOrce off Samar was 
retiring toward S,an J:lernardinoStraits after being da:lil.a.ged by units 
of the Seventh Fleet and by planes frOm Task Group 38.1. It being' 
doubtful whether Task Group 38.2.could arrive in time to inteJ;'oept 
the enemy fOrce before it passed through the' straits, ComThird 
Fleet, at 1620, formed Special Task Group 34.5, oona.i,sting of BatDiv 
7,'CruDiv14 and DesRon52, and steamed south at 28 kiiots, attempt-

. ingto .catch the enemy. Remaining ships in Task Group 38.2 formed 
cruising disposition 5 Vietor 5 at 1625. At 1645 speed was reduoed 

. to 23 knots .. at 1812 to 18 kiiots for aircraft reJ:Y:N6ry. Speed, in-
. oreased to 23 knots at ,1823.' , 

At 1825 U .S.S. INDEPENDENCE escorted by U .S.S. CUSHING and 
TWINING left the formation to laun'uh long range search and attack. 

Speed was re.,duoed to 21 knots at 1952 and' to 17 knots at 
2JIO; At 2316 fleet course ohanged to 1900 (T). Strikes will be 
launched against the enemy at dawn. . 

0800 Position 

'. 130 -59.3' N 
. '1250-30.2'.E 

26 OCTOBER 1944 

1;200 Position 

1}0-55.1'N 
1260-06.4' E 

2000 Position 

13 0 -00.7' 'N 
,1260-17.1' E 

4' , " 

Steaming with Task Group' 38,2enroute to rendezvous with'." 

, 

I 
.'! 

.,..i 

'1 

i Task Group 38.1 and strike positiono,ff San Bernardino Strait (Lat. . 
. 140N; Long. 1250 E.) " At 0500 joined andoOmmenced maneuv~ring for .. /:$(,1 
strike pOjition. At 0523 stood to GeneralQ,uarters stahons for ··,A<. I 
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dawn alert. Carrie.rs commenc'ed launching planes at dawn for 
strike on Jap force found at P800 to be ten miles west of North-
west tip of ,Panay. ]'orce consisted. of tour (4) BBs, thr"ee (J 1, ' .. 
CAs., three (3) CLs, ten (10) DDIl, on course south at151mots. f~"', 

. Several units beliv,ed considerably damged. i>trikes continued all . 
dUring daylight. At 1406 Lt. G .A. ROBINSON wascataplllted in .. ' .. ', 
plaIlaNo. 09665 and accoll'lpaniedWASHING'roNplanes onrascue missio~ .. ' i . 

. to J:l'Urias Island. After an unsucessful search of Bu;-ias Pass, ' " . 
mission returned. Hoisted I>lane' aboard at 1808 •. After strikes '. I ' 
had all returned, Task Groups 38.1 and 38;2 steadied bn course i 

0900 (T) at 1900 at. 16 knots. Received orders from Commander Third . 
Fleet, for the two groups to Pl'Pceed. to fueling area at approximate- . 
ly l30-30~ N; 1290 -00' E, to fuel at 0700, 27 October 1944. 

0800 Position 

130':io.o' N 
1290..,08.1' E 

27 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

120 -48.0' N 
129°-49.2' E 

2000 Position 

12°-46.7' N 
1290-39.1' E 

At 0700 rendezvoused in center of fueling area at approx­
imately 150-30' N, 1290-00' E, with nine tankersandCVEs and 
escorts of Task Units 30.8.1, 30.8.3 and 30.8.6, and Wi th Task 
Group 34.5 (BatDiv7, CruDiv 14 and Desron 52). FourAOs re­
ported to Task Group 38.1 and five AOsto Task Group 38.2. Task 
GrQup 38.2 at present lsconstituted as follows: 

INTREPID (FF) CABO T 
HANCOCK INDEPEN))ENCE 

BatDiv 7 (Rear Admiral Badger) . 
,!OWA,(F) 
NEW tERSEY (FFF) 

BatDiv 8 -(Rear Admiral Davis 
MASSACHUSETTS ( F) 
WASHINGTON (FF) 

BatDiv 9 (Rear Admiral Hanson) 
soum DAKOTA (F) 
. ALABAMA. 

CruDiv l4(Rear Admiral Whiting) 
. VINCENNES (F) 
MIAMI 

" BILOXI 
.1 Desrons 52, 53 ·t 

1 Formed cruisngdisposition5 "Roger" modified for fueling.' 
U .• S.S. NEOSltO is' guide. Units not fueling zig-zag independently 
within a. thousand Yll.rds of station~ Fleet speed 12 knots, fuel­
ingcourse. is southeasterly. 

. At 1050'went alongsideU.S.S. PAT\JXE!.'l'T to fuel. Op!3ration I. 
,.~~~~leted at 1333; this ship having received 13,372 barrels fue~\'/:;;iJ\" 

. I 
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" 
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Upon compl~tion of fueling, formed cruisng disposition 5 
Roger 5, fleet axics.,1200 (T), base course 0900 (T); speed 22 knots. 

U .S.S., OWENS alongside to transfer Official Mail at 1612. 
At 2000 decrea$ed ~peed to 15 knots. 

0800 PosiUon 

l30 -27.7'N 
1280 -50.9!, E 

28.,q,.,TOBER 1944 

1200 Position 2000 POsition 

. ).2 0 -52.7'N 
131 0 -53.8' E 

1<- . 

Steaming in company wi thTask Group 38.2. enroute to rendez­
vous with Task Group 38.3. At 0650 U.S.S. AI.ABliM.II;~ WASHINGTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS, LEWIS HAN'COCK,.HICKOX and MN«3Hl1LL left Task Group 
38.2 I'lndjoinad Task: Group 38.3,purs~ant to radio instrlictions 
of COlllllllU1der Task Force 38. Formation axis ·.OSOo( T); fleet cOurse 

-lOeO{T}; speed 19 knots. Task: Group 38.3 i.s proceeding to Ulithi . 
Atoll in compliance with orders of .aommander Task Force .38. 

. Task Group 38.3 now includes: U.S.S. ·ESSEX, T.EXINGTON, 
, ~GLEY, WASHINGTON, ALABAMA, l'iIlASSACHUSETTS, CruDiv 13 less U.'S,s • 

. lalRMINGHAM, Desron 55, and U.S.S •. LEWIS HANCOqK, HICKOX and" ' .. 
~. 

0800 Position 

11°':'45.1' N 
135°.,.07.3' E 

29 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

1io-22.4' N 
136°.09.5' E 

2000 Position ." 

100 -:37.5' N 
--137.°:-34 • 5 ' E 

. Steaming as before enreute to Ulithi Atoll. BaSe course 
remains 1300 ( T). COnducted 5"/38 Cal. firing exercises in order 
to test fuses~ . Ammunitione:x:pended: 48, rounds powder, Index 3591; 
3 rounds powder, Index 3541; 48 rounds, Mark 32, :Mod. 40 fUses. .' 
Changed course to 1100 (T), at 17 knots. Continl.led toward Ulithi 

. Atoll. " 

30 OCTOBER 1944 

. Approaching UlithiAto11 in company with Task Group 38.). 
At 0417 changed course to 0900 (T). Stood .to General.' Q.uarters Sta­
tions at 0432 fOr dawn alert; secu:I:'ed at .070l.Pig Island sighted , 
at 0515,bee:ri:hg3370 (T}, range 1,0 rilil.es. Entered Mugai Channel.; 
at 0656, and at 0806 al+chQred in Berth #7, Urushi Mehorage, 
UlithiAtoll, CarolinesGroup. Set· the POl't War Watch and began 

. following Port Routi:ile, as permi ttedby twelve ho1.1rs notic e for 
getting underway. . . . '. .. .,' . . . 

ATR #34 alongside t9 deliver U.S. and Official Mail. U.S,S. '. 
SCHUYLItrtL alongside to p.oi·t to' fuel the ship. Received 171,672 

• .- 140 / , 
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U .:8,8. MASSACHUSETTS 

WAR DIARY 

be,l"rels tUf,ll'bil, ,16,110 barre:)"sdie,selbil tromtanker. 
" , " :E'ollo,vd:ng orders of ComSe!'on 10 in the U .S.S. PRAIRIE (Ad-
ministrative SO;PA) qonditlon II Able was set in the Gunnery D!I-' ~' 
partinent~;i;om bne jiour prior to sunset to one hour atters'unset. 
The same procedure will be, folloYied at dawn~ 

. Began provisionin'~ship, r;!feeivingstores and prOVisions 
from lighter alongside'> ' 

"-U.S~S. PLYMOU'l'HVICTORY a:lon~side t6 delivel'a:mmunition. 
This Ship received 600 r.ounds, 5"/38 cal., Mk., 32 Projectiles; 
500 rounds 5"/38 Cal. }i'liashless powder; and 3200 rouns 40MM HEIT. 

31 OCTOBER 1944 

AnChored as betore. Continued recei villg stores :f'l"omLCTs 
arid Hghters • SetCondi tion II Able in the Gutmery: Department I 
trom an hour before dawn' to, an hour a:tlter dawn. ,At 0800 This 
$hip asSumed Radar Guard. Condllcted'ilightoperatioDstor anti- ' 

,_,:,i!i'Q~epatr()l duty~ Continued with routine training and re­
,':ell,Elation schedUle for crew and with routine <upkeep and>l"epair 

wo*~,p.ecessal"y before gettingunderway~ , , , 

,4PPRO 
• • ,ICK, 

Captain, U;S.Navy, 
(lomma,ndilig· " 

12 369 

'l~~w~ _ • 
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File No. 
BBI19/ll2-1!A16-3 

<-
U. S. S. MASSACHUSETTS~· 

\'fAA DIARY 

. 1 NOVEMBER 1944 . . -. N 
'N' 

. A:i1dhored in Berth #7; U:rUShiA:i1ohorage, Uli thi Atoll, 
Caroline Group •. ''+'h1s ship is a: unit of Task Group }B.3, whioh 
at present, is organized as fO.llows: 

TASK GROPP 38';2 (l~earAdmiral SHERMAN, ComCarDiv 1) 
,.' . ., ESS)!'B (F) 

. ·I.ElQNGTON (F1) 
LANGLEY 

BATDIV S . ('Rear Admiral DAVIS) 
MASSACHUSETTS .( F) 
WAS}lINGTON (FJ!')' 
ALABAMA .• 

ORp:DIY 13 (Rear Admiral DuBOSE) 
SANTA FE (F) 

"MOBILE . 
(less BIilMINltHAM) 

DEB~ 55 (plus LEWIS HANoOCK, .HIOKOX. and MARSHALL) 

Vice AdlniralM~A. MITSCHER,ComT!'lskFor Thirty-Eight; Com­
First CarTa SkForPao ,present· in LEXINGTON. 

Vice .A,dlniral W.i.. .• LEE. ComTa/3kF6r Thirty-.Four; ComBatPae, 
present in WASli:J:N(J;'<>¥~, , .. 

'<.:,' 

"U .S.S ~CHEr.EB· is alo'ngSldetl'ansferringproviS!olls to this 
......... \ 

l3hip. OnordeNf ofAdlninistrativeSOPA;ComBElrol1'lO il1U.S~S. . 
PRAIRIE,set-CotH'i!'t1on' 01' l'tlladineas . III: 'in- GUl1nery 1>epartm~nt: .. 
from OD:iihour:'befoi"e sWiriseto one-hOUr after sunrise. Conduot­
eo: flightopel'atloner'forAlll,\i':'Submarine P!'ltrol. Continued re-, 
cei ving' stores and PrOVii3ions~ .,'. ........ , .... ", '" ... . 
- . ". 'Task Gl1oup' 3$~1' rElet'li ved orders' from COlllThirdFleet to 
sortie at1600..and'proeeedto Manus ISlaild for availabllity but 
at 14-00 order~ from. Coi\il3atPac directed-"ilat!)iv.$ (MAl3SACHUSll;TTS 
tF)-atid AL:lll3~) .to-l'entai:fi U-'Ul1t13.1','t1i.e-:tillASSi..c:EtO'SETTS' to're.;. ,. 
portto~Coll1Ta'Sk GroUp 3Sa'fortemp.orary dUty'~':At 2')10 ,'hOwev'~r. 
a message' frollCComTask Foro eThii'ty.;.Eig1i. t . dlre01ied this' Ship; the 
:AI:.:AlW4A'and the 'TICONDEROGA 'toprepal'e to SOrt1:eas soon as' 
possible.C'.' as • rOri);f3$.T:!;stoh8:ve 'foUr' destroyeNf 'off 
entranife as'~S<iorts~:" Prepara tlonswere made"tcYget una~rway 
r011oWin~f .detai1: ' orderstromComIla tUi v $, sen:ior ai'fi-c e1" of 
designated units. . 

·,1005M· 
OSOQPo$i.tiol). 
loo!.09.1'N 

13$O~J;.O.0 t. ~. 

2 NqVEMBER 1944 
l;ao.OPositlon 
10o"'2(j~2' N 

131°-Ig~:!.E 

1 35 
2000 PosH.ioll, 
10°-25.3' N 

1350 -46.0' E . ' 

1'1 

, 
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. Alacheredas before,·malQ.'I3.rPl"E!/i*trattons to- get Ullaerway ~ At 

021$ \Uldei'WSiy!1l-coml>~Y'w1th-U.S.S. ALABAMA and ·TICONDEgGGA. Passed 
en tran:c.,b1l'l!ly'S'at~'l'."DesDi v 110soreenine: just Qutsideen tranee. 
Upen d1rectiQn OfO~~.c., Rear Admiral DUrs, CemBatl)1v·$ 1m. U.S.S~.­
MABSAeHcrPT',rS,Ct:uisiltgdisposit1on 5 Roger was 1'"01'll1e4;1'1eet axis 
27GO(~),speed: 18<\110'bS. MiUleu:vered as. reql11red by flight operations 
of carri erduring <tae d8:Y. confe1'li¢ng Sima-rally to base cOIll'.se .2700 ~""''''1IiII!L 
(or). Sl>eli1d'incre~ed to·20lmotg.;,· . 
.. ..' At 2205stU'face'contac'bbearing27,)O(T). 5:~,@OOyards reported. \ 
Thought to be Task Grol,1<p'S"J • At. 23,0 all. ships 1m. the fo;rmatbn 
Were d1rec1ied to 3ob- Task G!roup 38.3. Prooeeded to take station 
ill d1&posi tion 5R. . . . 

Gsio PoSlt1011 

.1i~";'44.2' 1'1 
· ··1J1i;~"'Q3~7'·. E 

3 NOVEMBER 1944 

1200 Posttion, 

120-2'.7' N 
133°-27-.". E 

.2000.P0sitioD. 

130-09.9' 1'1 . 
131°-53.9'· E 

., steIl,lll.111g.1n .comPally withTSiskGroUp 38.3 enroutet0rendezvous 
...... 1'bh .. ·. lini. t8. Of.' Ta. SkGrOIlP .•. ··3.0.8 for r. uel.big. .0 .. '. 0.0 .... · Je .. 1m. .•. d .. t .. i!I.l!I.ker. gr.oup 
at n °-43' N,134o-23 'E.. !hel.l:ag ~ourse2930( or),fleetans 113e{ or J , 
sP~!td12.lCi\.~ts., Z1~ .. g~.diD.dep.D.denti.YOlls:~tt~.~~ferei!l.l!l.d after 
tllelUg. 0'llAleng~.U'.$.S.NANTAKET·A .begallreee!-v$:lig fuel. 
Gperat1eneOlllpletedat0715.. At· 0911cha.nged fleetceta'seto 0000 

· \ T);i:lLerea:"d.:.S:p.&"~.21knets. J!'ormedcruishg 41'81)os1tion , 
:all~,~r~ liilm&Uve:redas·:ae~essary t00ellfel'm··to·· earr1e,it',1'1,1ght .. opera-
tions. Coatorme,d.g-eneraIly.tGcourse)OOe{T).. . ....., . . 

, - .... DIir11li".the 'DrlatJatSIG111.ed.Task;G31eups. 38.1,.4'38.2.' Formed. 
fleet disposlt1olll; X;';l!'lty after completion of f\1\!il~_ ... ,. A course 
wh1eh~1l taketh~ .. '.Fask·,GreI1Ps· to wate-ree:s:t·ot ·l!Il,lrtherll·.:.z.;U$Gll1s . 

. 'IIeiag foJ:leWed~. '. .. .' ..... '" .. . '. 
At.:2J2~.U.$.S. ·RENOl'epGrted·,sheB:a:d·.been·to~oed,or ll.ad' 

hi t. at1oatinglli.1ne,/. Sh~sl1l)!J;e,quently_perted 1.ssotstee1'i~ 
e~:ntrol; tJl.e·t1'ood.injJ·or:Oneel!l.glne'l"GOlli;,aIldtkatshe.,kad a.tell • 
degree.lis.ttost;arboa.rd,i b\1t·laUc.i!l.ted.thatthe. sltuatiollwa.sunaer 
centrol.Upoll order of CiOmTltsk loree 38,. Cem'J.'ask GrQu.p 3S~3 desle-· 

-llated destroyers to escor't the damaged ship to 'U11 tki. 

". , 

· '. 15°-32.0' . 1'1 
1.30o-24.4! E 

, ,- '. 

\ 4. NOVEMBER 1944-

. .120.0 Posi-.tton 

16°";06,4' 1'1 
1290-'9.9~ E 

20GQteSl t1011 .. 

150"'57.Q'N 
12aO-4,4.G! E 

broute topos1t10nto laUllcha1r strikes against Japanese 
· airf1eldsandfi!l.e1l1t1es .inNortll.ern~uzon. . Tlie U ,8.S ,~O and 

her'e",eorts dropped out of thefermatiol!l. shortly aftermidilight, .. 
i!I.l!I.d the stations. of' remaining ships were readjusted. This sUp's . 
n-ew stat1:nis 4138.$ • . 
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U~S.S. MASS.ll.CffiJSETTS 

WAR ,DIARY 

»urIilg theda" carrlerslauchedroutliile search patrols, combat 
~ir·patrols ud aaU-submarin&patr!1l$' All units ~:r:e maneuvered 
t(j contorm'to these1'1ightoperatloia:s. At 0913 U.S.S: CALLAGHAN 
alongside ·to delivel"·OfficialMall.... . . . ..~. 

At 0943, pursuant to radioed instructIo!1-Sef ComTb:ird. Fleet, 
this shipanditheV .S.S • .Al.AB:Al4A, .. escorted b7the U.S.S. PRESTON ud 
CASSIN YOWG lett Task Group 38.3 aildproceeded to 'join Task Group . 
38.1. Co~atDlv 8 Is In taeticale~and of BatDiv 8 and eseorts ~~~~ .. 
during the maneuver • At the same ti'me, the U.S .13. fl)UTH DAKOTA ud 
eseorts lett Task Group 38.1 ail.d joined Task Group 38.3.. . 

Task Grol1p;8.1 is liloW Grganh;ed·.as follows:. . 
Task Foree 38 (Vice Admiral ;r .s .. McCAIN, ComFirstCar.TaskForPae) 
. TaskTPoo.p J8.l '. . 

• .... .... WASP(FF) 
HORNET. Oi')' 
COWPENS .. 
MONTERlY 

Bat])iv If (l1/.ear Aqm1ral DAVIS) 
MASSACHUSETTs (F). 

CrUDiv It 

. DesRon61 ud 46 

AI.4B.M1A . 

LOUISV'ILU;: l F) 
PORT.L.!\ND 
BOSTON 

ComTask Force 38preEMit in WASP. . 
comTask Gro.llp 3$.1, Rear Admi,ral M0N'IGOm:RY, present iJJ. HORNET. 

Exe~~ised at Gel1eral Q.uarters tOr. drill during morning •.•. l'!47 
U.S.S. QI:rARRJ!!~ alongside to deliver mall. . .... ". 
. .' . Becan aPProach to strike position; on course 2650(T-)kspeed 
22 knots. 

0800 PosUion 

. 150-56.1' N 
. 12~o-10.l'. :u: 

5 NOVEMBER 1944· 

1200 .. PO;!! UO!1 
. , .. ' ..... . 

150-52.4' Ii 
12.30 -37.9!, :u: 

2000Positio!1 

. 16411-12.3' Ii 
1240 -23.9'. E 

Steam1ag. to strlkepos1tlon. at l50-30;N,1230 .. l5'E~ At 0430 
the U.S.S. J3e).'YI> reported a surtaceeol1tact·at 6,OOOyards,ail.d . 
t:Ue~miliutes later opa!1eci tireo!1 what w~s possIbly a surtac.ed 
el1eJ!tY subiDaclne. The target subDiergei shortly after the' BOYD . 
opened fire •. ' The BOYD' dropped depth charges in the area before 
reswD.S statioll~ResUlts,Afthe attack are unlo1own. At 0540 
la11dwas detected1:lyradarbeariag 3050 (T)', distaace 95 miles. 
'. All hands stoed to Air Atta.ck~tatloJ!.s at 054.5 tor dawn alert • 

. At Q.$Wll our carriers. began laWlcaing tighter sweeps, Which were 
follOWed shGrt1y bi''a1r strikes·,' The grea,terprqportlo11 ot the ;g .. ' ..... 
Island of Lllzonls uder Air Attaek by planes ot Task Foree 38. 0 . 

• 
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e sec ~rs assiped to Task ll-roup 38.1 include Northern LuzoR,' '1" 
and specifieally,. the Olark(J!'ield, and Laog-Apparri Areas. As 
no en. emy .. a. ill' OPPO .. s-iti~nwa .. se"'.ident in. the .. -viCini. ty 01' th!l'l'ask. .......... . 
Force. secured trom-·dawn <alert cntime at 0645. . f~. 

!4a.f/;euv:ered· ~oconferm tccarrier flight operations ~hro,\lghGut . 
th,e morning.. In the early af~ernoon several .Wl1dentif1ed.. aircratt " , .. ' 
we~e .. reported, and at .1324 .all.handsstoo. d te Air Attaek a.tatiens'. ~",: . 

, Ual.ts 01'. 'Task Group --)-8.2 were observ.ed. firing at enemy aircratt. '. 
1'11is t,ask'grouptGrmedcru,tsingd1spGs1tioli 5 Victor. At 1.405 . , 
thaU.,S.S. I.EXINGTOIi repor11-ed to the Celllll1U(l.erGt Ta* Group ..,S.3 . 
that an eJteIDY' "sl1lera~" divebember had. crashed intoh.er signal 
br1jige, hilig some damage and c~using a number of casaalties.. The 
ship was able. to maintain her position in the fermation.: At 1436 
secured from Air Attack... '.' : , .., ,.' . 

At :1,820 s-toodto Air Attaek for dQSk stand..,.to, s.ed at 204(>. 
i!lOlllThird Jrleet reported· by dispatch that enemy sUDma,t'ines were 

-, in: the area. At 2325 this-shipp1cked up several enemy tadio trans­
misfili~llsbelieved to. be sw.arill6s in the Rear vicinity 1;>y means of 
Rll4ieDireetioa Fin4er. ..' . ' . 

"The fO,l"eeret1rlld a short distance to the east d-dri~ the night. 
·but,.steamed on course to bring it to strike :positioll at dawn. 

Condition One l!:allY lAir Attaek Stations) was set shortly before 
mid,il.-t~ t. . ," .' . '. 

0$00 Position 

. 150-55.9' Ii 
1230 -4,7.3' lit· 

, NOVEMBER 1944 

1200 Posit10n 

16o-i2.s' N 
1240-25.1\i! E 

2.000 Position· 

160 -4,0.9' N 
1250-50.9~ E 

Continuing air strikes on the Island of Luzon. i 'tew,un-" 
identitied pianes were p1cked tip by f',adar prior' to dan, but none" 
clOsed to 1~11 than 50 miles. At da\'iXl the carriers laun.eb.ed planes 
fora second 'day of strikes ~1;n$t ta,rgets in the Olark Fi~ld and 
Laog-Apparri Areas .As no air oW~Si tieJl developed in. tb.() vicinity 
of the Task Force, secured from -air attack at 0658. ~tt)$14, 
however. enemy planes were reported' near the formation. aha all 
hands stood to Air Attack 8.tations.' No enemy planes attacked 
Task \iroup 38.1, bl1t Task ll-r!)up ';$.3 reported a few enemy planes 
had attacked Wlits of that group WlSI1Cees$foJ.ly. $ecured from 
Air Attaok at 0947. , . 

Througl1out the day' the 'I'ask U-roup maneuvered to eo:a.torm to 
carrier fligl1t operatiOns, but the ba!ie course remained northeast­
,erly. In the late afternoon, following the return 01' the last 
strike, retirement toward'afueling area at 14°-35'N,129G-10'E 
~b~. . i 

Pll1'suantto orders of OomThirid Fleet:t~e u.S.S. WASP and escorts I 
left the fo.rmationto proceed to Gtlam. Rear Admiral She~,{i);~m- I 

Task Group3S.3; ComOarDiv 1 al3sumed tactical' oOl!llllaJld 01' Taskfbrce,1 

38. .//,'1 
;.. 145 -J. I 
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0800,J'os.it1on 

150-04;9' N 
128°-29.5' . l!l 

U .S.S.MASSACHUSETTS 

WAR DIARY 

7 NOVEMBER 1944 

1200.l?os.i tion 

i4o-43~7' N 
1290-10.9'E 

2000.Posltion , - ~ 

' .. steaming to' fueling rendezvous with units orT.aSk Group)O.S' 
at 140 ,..)5'lir, 129o';'10nl:.Task'G~ul? 38.1 iain cruising. disposition 
5Victot,MsecourselOOO(T), fOrmation axis070()(T); ~t 0526' 
stoOd to Geiieral Que:rtersStation.s for- dawn alert;' B~ouredat, 0627. 
Mil.i1eUvereddUi'ing the earlymorning'as neoessarY' to rendezvous with 
'fUeling 'groUp; At 1100' reoeived the U .S.S. Bl1USHalCing{lidil,to a'tar­
bOard and at 1114 receivadU.S ;8. CHARRlllTTE alongside ttipCirtfor 
fUeling ; opera tiOn oOinp1eted at 1234. ~Just as the1;Wo deetroyers 
were.o1earing the side a marl . fell.: ,overboard Of lithe port quarter • 
. The BlIDSRand ClWmE~ w~1;';e notified iJIllnediatelybyvoioe radio 
and' the Bi.~lfsucceeded ijf;\i'ecovering the man; who Wae Uiili.ar!IlSd. 
At13t5vill\1 iUOrlgportsl:«eol'U~S.S. 'LAOKAWANNA ror fueling.' , 
~t:~l:~Si~~~,~ed s.~:v:~~~l; ~ter.~~Pti()J1~ ,bll,t ~lle ,o'pe~ 1;ioni:~~s_ o~-

-.. '·Duting',\;lieaftern60n ohanges were made i~f'th!il oompositionoi' 
.Tal!ik GrOUp 3S;1 iilld 3S-;4,'the :g~s.s~ QAKLAND aIid,MONTEREY'leaViiig 

Task'Group 38.1 and rep'orting to . Task ,GroI1P-3S.4 for duty •. Rear 
AdlidralOLDE.N'PQRF:,OomCrtiDiv 4 (ComTaSk Unit 38.1;2 lnLOUISVILLE) 
alSo left'the'formation .and prooeeded as ordered by aomTaSk Force 
:3S.' At' pres.'ent tr~s.s; 'HORNET, 'YORKTOWN' alid COWl?ENScoiiStitl1te the 
06:1'1'. ietS'OPe. r.a~in ... gw.i.th Task Group 3S.1. ' and the0D:lyoru;L~ers 
present ,arEl: U~S~.$'. BOSTON ana 'PORTLAND. Rear'Admiral DAVIS (Com­
BatDivS in 'mSAOHUSE':CTS'lre'<l8ilieC. T~U~' 38.1;.2. , ... ,', - .,' '" ,--, 
'~ .,' 'Reports ].lece! vedconcerning a typlibOn ,"thE' cant e1' 'of whii3h is 

belie1)'el'l'tO'--beap:pl'oxim9.telY 300 mllestb'the south,-are borne, . 
Qutb1inoreasinglYheavysea:s. Consequently ComThird :Irleet direot­
ed tMt the 'taslt' groiips 'prooeed to a point -at' approximately lso-OO'N, 
140o-00'E in order to avoid the rough weather. ' 

OSOO .Position 
"', . 

. . 15o':'1O~2' N 
132o-l2.5' E 

, 
8 NOVE!®ER 1944 

1200 Poeltlon 

'150-47 ~9f N 
1320:2~ •. ~'~ 

2000 Position , 

.' .'. '. , 

.. ,- - .. "Steam.iti{fop.'ii6rtherlYiilla 'east'Eirly" ci:j\irses"t6"ay(j~d"tM' ' 
tyPhoon to " the 'south.'SC;ias'xetna.ih.heavy and the'baro~ter oontinues' 
to fall slowly • . The wind- is' --t:rOiliIlOO(.T) 'at 30 knots. 

The U;S.S~CoNNORtel?Ortel'l. sigJitlng.aiftineab6ut500 yards 01'1' 
her port bow at 1252, but after tiring a few rpunds, in an attempt 
to slnk t}:j:e mine, .she decided it was a buoy and left it undestroy.ed, 

Carriers conduoted routine patrol operations during the day. 
--
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0800 Pod tion 

'0.8.8. 'WASSACHUSET'lB 

WAR DIARY 

9 NOVEMBER 194.4 

1200 Position 2000 Positien 

17°-20.5' N 17°-35.1' N 170 -20;7' N 
l.360 .,8.8!. :It 137°-43." .E 139G-43.\HE 

;*".;" .- . <.- . ,. 

S\eamiJig in eompanywi th 'Task Groups 38.) and 38.4 enroute to 
area west Wild$outh ot1gG.00'N; 140G·00'E. '. " ." 

During the morning, :aearAdmiral MONTGOMERY, ComTask Group 38.1 
left ,the '0 .S.8. HORNET with his staff and hoisted his tlag in the. 
u.s.a. YORKTOWN. At.1l2t1l U.S.S. MOnn reported siptine;an object, 
possibly, aJlliJa6;about 7,000 yards from the formation center, and 
sank the obSeet .by gunfire. '. ' ' , ' 

,Collformed ~JliOVementsof carriers dur1~ routine flight Gpera· 
" tio),lS, and in ge:aEiral,operated in area referred to above pending 

break in weather and turther orders from ComThird Fleet. ' 
.-,., 

0800 Position , 

10 NOVEMBER 1944, 

1200 Position 

150-02.7' N 
lJ50-03.2! E 

2000 Position '. 

1:3°-49.9' N: 
132°-01.81. E 

Operating .in area south and west Of 18°-00' N; 140°-00' E. 
At 0048 p,ursuant tG radio orders of COlilTask Moree J8, .all task ' 
groups ehange.d course to 2200( T) and at 03.20 increased speed to 
26 knots. B.egan, steaming toward strike position of·f,Cem.tral 
Philippines. ~e typlioonhaspassed to the, south and,west, of us" 
and the barometer is' rising, although the sea remains hee:vy •. 

At 0802 U.S,S. TAU~:EG began, firing at an obJeot tnat was 
. thought to be allline bllt was laterident1tied as ,a red buoy. ' ~e 
U.S.S. l3URNS sank the buoy with gup.tire. . 
,Carriers conducted routine flight operations. 

0800 Position 

130-31.4' N 
,127"-01.P E 

11 NOVEMBJR 1944 

1200 Position 
'0 .' 
13 -23.3' N 

;'126°-05.1', E, 

'2000 Posi ti0n 

12°-37.3' N 
127°-17.2', E 

Approaelling strike position atappreximately 130-30'N; 1250-
30' E. tor air' strikes against the Ol"illOc Bay and Visayan8ea Areas 
ef,the Phlllipinelsla~ds.I'r~ targets are Japanese airfields 

, and Installatiens in these areas, with shipping targets beiD-1?; given 
secondary importance~ ; It is the plirl'cq)!ie ot these st,1'ikes to cripple,' 
telli.porarily at least, ifapanese. air pOVler in the Central Philippines. 

All hands stood to Air Attack Stations for dawn alert at 0527, / .' 
securing e.t 0627 as no "bogies" were reported. At dan the carriers (P 

• 
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launched a heavy tighter sweep whichwastollowed in a short time " , 
by the fir/;lt strike. ' . ' .' ' 

'. Whllethe f&roe'llas, only about Olle hundred miles Off the, coast '.',' 

ud early afteno~, this ship fl1eling the U.S.S. BlJRNS, BELL, ll· . , " 
CONNER udCHARRETTE. ' . '. . . 
, 'Frem time to t1me during the mornin~reports o0J1eening enemy "':4",' 

aircraft in the vic1nitywerereceived, butnene approached close ,~, 
eneu.gb. to require the setting Qf OenditionI. At 1400, hOWever, Air : , 
Attack was' seunded and all hlUids stood to battle statio:us, with the . 
exception of, the fuling detail which oentinuedto fuel destroyers. 
No !it:tae~ develeped,andat 1505, Air Attaok l!asy,was set. The ship 
seoared from Air Attack at 1535, with the exoeption ef.the;Anti- ' 
aircraft battery and Combat'lIl.fermation Center which remained on u 
Air Attaokbasis until1S00. At 101S thefermation· axis was rotate(l 
to 1200 lT). 

At 1950 U.S.S. SWENSON,reperte.d a sound.oontact, evaluated 75%. 
The SWENSON and the BLUE were ordered to remain in the vi oini ty of 
the oont$let and rejoi:a the Task Group in the mor:aing at the fueling 

" area,a1:i approximately 130-30'N; 1290 -00'E. Aliother sou:ad contact 
was reported by the 'U.S.S. MOORE at 2144, but she was u:aable te 

, deve10pthe oontact. 

0800 Poei tioll 

130":15.9~ N 
12So-57.S!· E 

12 NOVEMBER 1944 

1200 Position 
. , .. 

13e"34.7' N 
128°-21,6':8 

" , 

2000 Position 

i4°":.53~S' N 
127°-10.6', E 

, Steaming toward 130 -20'N,1290 .. 00'E fGrrendezvOlisV{~th fuel.., 
ing group. At 0522 stood to General Q,uarters statie:as for dawn 
alert; secured at 0622. At uawn re:adezveused with units of Task 
GrQ!;lll 30.8, mad at 063' came to the fueling ooarse, 3060 l Tl,and re­
duced speed to 10 knots. Maneuyered ind:ependentlyonatatioliwhl1e, ' 
waiting to fuel. Received theU.S.S. OOWELLalongsideto pert at 
0646 and; transferhd73,0)Ogallonsc of fuel oil to her. " 

, Alongside port side of U.S.S.MONONGAHILA for fueling at 0925. 
During the operation, U.S.S,BLUE oame alGngside to port to deliver 
,off~clal mail, end the U.S.S •. COT'l'EN came alongside port qUarter to 
'del1VeJ.: air freight. At 1310 f1;nished fueling from MONONGAHILA, ' 
having reoeived 21,0S2 barrels.' ' '. ' 

, Upon cGII1pletion of fu,el1ng,pursuant to, dispatch ord~rs of , 
, ComThird FliiJet, Task Groups 3S.1, 38;3 and 3S.4 began apprGaeh to 

iJtrike poaitienat 150 -30'N, 1230-30'£, from where air strikes are, 
to be launched at dawn tomorrow against targets in the Central and 
Southern LuzoI,l Areas. 

Stood to Air Attack Stations at 1809 tor, dusk,alert; secured at 
1857. ' 

• - 14S- 7 
, i 

j 
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0800 Position 1200 Position '2000 POSitiOll 
. , . . . . i 

15°"'31.0' N '15 0-37.9' N 150-37.3' N . 
1240 -05.0' .E 

'~ ... T,~~.·.~ fE~ a 
" ..". , i~ ) -~ 

'.§ ,.~ 
. ~ ."is 

. ApproaehUg dawn strike positioll at 15°-30' N, l230-30'E. trom ~ " 
where carriers will launch heavy .air strikes against shippi:ag, air- 1\ 
fie1ls,and harbor instalJ,.aUens inc'ent»al and Souther, LUzQn. At . . I 
0548$tood to Air Attack Stations tor dawn alert; seeured at 06,0 lft;th ! 
the exception ot the Anti-aircratt batteries which rema:ined at Air" I 
Attack. At dawn: the carriers launched a tighter sweep whieh was toll- . 

. Owed by the tirst strike. At 0720 Condition III was set in the Anti- , 
air.cratt batteries. 

Strikes oontillued throughout the day, all ships maneuvering to 
cantorm to flight operationsot the carriers. I>~i:ug 'tb.eearly atter­

. noonan ei1a1ily plane was shot down bY' the Combat Air Patrel abeut 15 ' 
miles. from the tormation •. Other enemy planes were reported nearby 
and at 1439 all hands stood to Air Attack Stations. Formation 5 
Victor l'IElS tormed on order of the :task Greup Commander. The enalily: 
planes previously reported did not elose the task torce. Secured 
trom Air Attae.k at 1525, with the exe.eption ot the Gunnery Depart-
ment, which remained in . Condition. One Easy - Air Attack. . 

. In .the late afternoon the toree began r.etiring toward 150 -30'N; 
1250-30' E. tor a midnight rendezvous with the U~S.8. WASF and escorts, 
as ordered by ComThirii. Fleet on 11 November 1944. 

0800 Position 

150-19.4' N 
123°-38.,', E . 

14 NOVEMBER .1944 

1200 Position 

1:50-21.2' N 
1230-53.9~ E 

'2000 Position 
" 

150-22.6>' N 
1250-36.2' E 

Returning to strike position to 'resum~, air attacks on enemy 
shipping, air tields udharbor installations in the :Manlla-Cavite 
Area ot Ll1zon~ . Task Foree 38 is in t1eet cruiSing disposition 3 
Wlll.1ali1., t1eet aris1200l T). Fleet gdde is TaSk Group 38.3 in 
.station t. Task Group 38.1 is ,in cruising disposition 5 Victorj 
axis 120 'l T), ceurse 2.650 \ T), spe.ed 20 knots. 

Shortly aftermidn1ght. rendezvoused with ComTask J'Q;:ce 38, 
Viee Admiral MoOAIN"in U~S.S. WASP,whioh joined Task GJ,'OIlP )8.1. 
Admir~lVleCAIN assumed 'tactioal .. oOlimlaJlld otTask Foree 38, relieving 
:aearAdm1ral,SHmufAN. ComTask Group 38.,. Task Group ,8.1 was des­
igllated guide ot the tleetdisposition. . 

At 0548 stood to Air Attack Stations tor dawn alert; secured 
at06M~. At dawn. the carriers launohed planes for continued strikes 
at yesterdays targets. ~e oarrier axis was rotated to OSOO( T), 
within. the tormation axis which remained 1200 (T), as set out in . 
Alinex Charlie to COlllFirstCarTaskForPao Op-order ,11,..44. .g 

Cruising tormation 5 Roger at 0730. . ' 
- 1~9-

www.tinyurl.com/slover


i 
i 

i. 
I 

I 

I 
I 

.. :"~I 

~~~I 

BB59/Al2-1!Uo-3 U.S.S. MASSACmrSETTS 

WAR DIARY 

Strikeseontinued during the morning and until mid-afternoon. .,. 
Unidellltified aircraft were reported from time to. time but until .'. . 
1125 none approached close enough to be a threat. to the force. At· ". 
t, hat. '. t1iil.e.how. eve.r, A. irAttack was sounded and. condo ition "Zebra" f~.'; 

· was set. ~ost immediately the unidentified planes which had caus .. 
the Iilert were found to be friendly, and at 1134 secured from Air . .... I 

· Attack with the exeeption of the Alll.ti .... airera1't batteries. which set ~". J. 
Oondi tiGn Air Attack - Easy. . . , . . -~ -1:>,. 

'U.S.S • .BRUSH alon/i:side at 1208 to trusfer patieftts. At 1031 .1 ' 
U.S.S. SWENSON alongside to reoeivegwmery equipment., I 
. FGllowlJag radloerders ofCom'J.'hird Ji'leet. the Task Groups began I 

retiring in the late afternoon on courses which will take them to ' 
150 -30' N. 127°-39' E at 0600 tQIII.orrow morning. 

080a Pasitie!i 

15°"'3'.4' N 
127111-44.. 7.~E 

'.- -t. 

, 15 NO\?lMBER 1944 

1200 Position , 
150 -02.7' N 

128°-41.9'- E 

2000 Position 

130-43~1' N 
1300 -37.0'. E 

!'rec.eeding as direeted by dispatch of ComThird neet dated 
11 November 1944 to 150 -30'N, 127o-30'E. At 0533 stood to General 
Q.uarters Stat1.ons. .t.er dawn alert ; seelll'ed at 0033. 

Task. Uroup 38.3. in a-eoordaDe e with instructions contained 
in the dis.patch l."eferred to above. left at 0000 for Ulithi At011,' 
by direct r,oute. '.cask Uroups 3S.l and 38.4 have been 4ir.eoted to 

· ,prooeed tol10-50'N, 1320-10'E where. at 0700 tomorrow. a rendez­
vous will be made with Task Group 38 .• 2 and with units of Task 
Group 30.7 for fuel.1ng. ' ' 

At lOlS rotated formation axis to 0800 {T). Maneuv~red as required 
by routine carrier flight operations While proceeding to rendezJous 

. point.· .", ,. 

· 0800 Position 

1113-53.9' N 
· 1~2G-05.0.! E 

16 NOVEMBER 1944 

1200Posi tion 

120~02.0' N 
132°-43.0'. E 

2000 Po !iii ti on 

12G-52.2' N 
133°-46.0' E 

At da'Wll rendezvollsed. with fueling group, U.S.S. KENN.1!$AGO . 
al!sumedformati,oD. suide at 061? Stat!; on unitszig-zaggedindepenQ.tr 
ently OD. statiolil. whllewai ting tG fuel. ud the heavy. ship;! fueled .. 
destroyers. this ship tlleling the, U .8.S, Bey)) and SPENCE. ' 

. AloD.gsidethe U.S.S. OHIKABKIA at 0900; .fael1ng course 0?5G(T), 
speed 10 knQts.'Whih this Ship was fllel1ne;. the U.S.S. MUGFORD. 
came alongside the port quarter for the' transfer of perso_el. At 
0959 theU.S~8. LEWIS HANCOCK. came alongside'our port quarter to 
deliver mall. .,. 

. . Ji'uel1ng was comp18tedat 1121, this ship haviag reoeived 'l4 
10,.S3? barrels of flle1 011. Resumed station ill disposition. U.S.S, I • • 

~. 150 .. 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


. ". . , 

U.S.S.M4cSS4CHUSETTS 

WAR DIARY. 

SWEN8ONdongsid~ to deli V8rlDail at 1229. 
At 13!J5 U.S.S~ HOBNE'fandeseorts left this task: group and jOin­

ad· Task: Group 36.4~ 'I'here now remain in Task: Group 38.1 the follow­
ingearriers~WASP, Y6RKTOWNud OOWPENS. ,'f 

. . Upon eomp1eUon~f fl1el1Dgoperatioll, Task Groups. ·38 .. 1, 38.? 
which had joiudthe fOroe in t~eearlY" lilorning, and 36.4 departed 
from thefueliBg area and steam$d toward operating area extending 
south and west of 130 -55'N,1320-47'E. . 

0800 Position 

120-59;9' N 
131(')-06.9' E 

08.00 Position 

nO-iIi.3' N 
.. 1280 -33' :E 

17 NOVElllBER 1944 

·1200 PoSitiol1 

13°-20.1' N 
1310 .. 25U' E 

12.00 Position 

130 -00.2' N 
1290 -24.0'. E 

2000 Position 

i20',..47.9, N 
1300-31.8' E 

2000 Position , 

steaming to fueling rendezvous at approrlmatel.y 13°-20'11, 1290 ;.. 
OO'E in company with Task Groups 3~h2 &lid 38.4. 'rhe Tasle Groups .are 
inUeet cruising disposition 5 X-ray. Task Group 36.2 is fleet 

. guide on axis 0600 (T). Task. Group 36.1 is .in cruising,4ispositiOl!l 
5 Roger Dog, on formation ax1s 060o{ T). ,Haae course 1s 2700 ( If); 
fleet speed 18 knots. Com.Task: Force 38 is in U .8.S. ruNCOCK; 
ComTask Grolip 38~1 is 1aU.8.S. Y(DRKT0WN. 
. . At 0527 stood to GeneralQ.uarters Stations for dawn dert. 

Seoured at 0627'. . . . . . . .. , 
ShortlY.'af. ternlne. 0.' olock Oomtlatu1v 8 assumedt.a. ot1oal oom- . A 

mand of Task Unit 38.1.2 and maneuvered the UD..1t astern of the .. /'" • •• 

- 151-
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~~rier:wrmation tor gunnery exeroises. Both 5"/38 Cal. and the , .. 
maohb.e '. un bat. ter .. ies. p~r .. ti c1pated: .•..• · n.erCis·es. were c.ompl!3t;ed a.t ." .' . 
1047. Reswned.statien l.ll tOrination.· , 'f '. 

At neen ren:dezvollsed with with tankers. ~'his ship .did not ~r : 

fu.el. bU. t. as .. other. llll.itS. w .. ere. .alo. ngs ... ide tao n.'. k.er.s .. ! th.,.e '13" ..• 8.S. CuNNER. ... ., and CHARRETTE caJ(le alongside this ahip and.reeel.ved tuel. . ... I. 
. Pll1'suantt? uorders.of UomTask.J!'orce38, at. 1506 the U.S~S. ""-~~; '" ! 

ALAJ3AMil.lef'tthis task gr01lP and. reported to·Task .Group· 38.4 for . , 
temporary duty. TheU.S.s. OAKLANDlef't Task ~roup 38.4 and took I 
the ALABAMA.' s .station ill this group. i, 

. Task Jrorce 38 has been ordered by Com'J1hird Fleet to proceed to 
leo-OOlN; ~4-00'E. where at dawntomorrow'stri.kes will be launched·" 
against Japanese shipping. aircraft and installatiolilS 1.n the Luzon­
Mindore Areaaefthe .f'hllippines. Hence. at 1600 fleet eouTse .was 
changed to 295e( '1') and' speed increas.ed· to 25 laiots tor the appreach 
to the' st;dke position. 

19 NOVEMBER 1944 

oaGlO Position 1200 Posl tion 2000 Posi tion 

i5°':4j~1' Ni50-45.0' Ni50':36.:7' N 
1230-27.3' E 1230-44.1~', E 125°-00' E 

Steaming to strike position ~t l6~::00'N; 1.240-00'E. 
At 0133 ,the U.S.S. YORKTWON reported ,an unidentif'ied aircraft 

bearing 2000 (<:r)..range. 30 miles. '.closing the t9rmation. A night 
fighter wasrellorted in the vicinity of the lfii.identi:t'ied plane. 
The'i'ask Grol1p Col:D!llalJ.de.r released batteries at 0140. as the "bogie" 
continued to close. At 0144 executed 90oemergency.tul'11. The 
night fighter ha:Ving been instructed t.o keep clea~.· .. ~is ship 
ope~edtire,on the ene.my plane with 5" battery.' 1YJae"planereversed 
it f~ course. immediately Qnd. beg@ll opening~~ge. At 011,.9 executed 
t.m·to 295 0 ( T). . The niehtfigjiterreilwnea,pursui tof the enemy 
plane and at·, 0210 shot down an "Emily .... 61 miles trom the tor.mati.on • 

. All hands stood to Air Attack Stat-ions fOIl dawn alert at <:1549; 
secured at 065.3, when no enemy aircratt appeared. . ... 

Our oarriers began launclling the fighter "'eep. followed by the. 
firsts-trike at dawn. All ships W,ere, maneuvered toconfo;t"ll1 .to their 
opera tiona. ., 

At 0653 formation axis was rotated to 060'C>(T). . 
Strikes contined to be launched and recovered throughout' the 

:inonlng and afternoon.' .. ., '. .. . 
At 1255 the U.;S.S. HANCOCK report~dby hIgh t-,e,queney radio 

that afire on her flight deck would uecessitate.itts .being out 
of )i)peration for about 20 lllinutes·. . . . ". 

, '" At 17l7an unidentified plane was reported bearing ,3070 (Tl .. 
distanee 42 miles.. All hands stood to Air Attack StationS a.:t,sl_~; . 
As an attack did not develop, sl:icured trom Air Attack at 1752; h@w;" 
ever iil the G\lllnery Depar1;ment. two watches were lett onstatioD.. 
in .order .tllat all anti-aircratt batteries woUld be tUlly ~ed. ,. 

Formation speed.WaIl. illcreased from 17 to.25lqJ.ots at 1807. • .. /' 
and at laU the U.S.S. BLUE reporteli to the Task GrOIlP!iCjznJnaX;!ler 

, 
i . ! 

. - l52 - .... '~.. .'. 
c. ______ --> 
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that'some of her forecastle plates were .bu6kling and that·she waS .. .,. 

taking ...... w. at .. er ........ i. n ....... t .... h .... e ....... bO ...... w' .... A. s .. a .•. r. e.s.lilt. spe.ed w. ~ .. S red.U .. c.ed to 22 knots. . ........ . . Several groups of "Bettys" were reported ~n the vioinity'dur-
ing the earlyevenlng. At1824 various units of Task Group 38.3 f ~'. , 
were observed firing. .... • .". .' 

"'Executed emer$emcy course changes as directed by O.T.C •. At 1915 . I 
after all contact . withene1ny planes had. been' lost, . Set Condition III_~", ~i " 
'." 'Upon orders of Com Third Fleet, Task Groups3S.1,· 38.2 and 38.4 l\ 

are retiring from strike area and proceeding to 160-00 tN, 1320-00tE I ' 
to arrive by midnight tomorrow. 

0800 Position 

150-36~5tN 
1290':01. 4 t E 

20 NOVDlBER 1944 

1200.· Position 

1..60-27~4' N 
129°-49.8 t E 

2000Posi tion 

160-45~S' N 
1300-59.1' E 

. Steaming in cruising dispositiOn 5 Victor Dog. At sunrise form­
ed cruising disposition 5 RogerDog; -At 0900 U~S.S. O.AKLAND, BOYD, 
B:aOWN and COWELL left the formatioil; pursuant to ComTaskForThirty 
Eight orders, the OAKLAND to report to Task Group 38.4 and the 
PASADENA, DYSON,'lHORNE,WILLSand MO. CALL joined this Task Group 
all on permanent dilty exceptthEi PASADENAalid MCC.ALL which are 
assigned to Task Gl'OUP 38.1'0nlytemporarlly. . . 

During'the a'fternoontheoarriers'andan eSdOi't of destroyers 
left the formation anci c'onduoted gWiilery" exeroises·. . 

Carriers ooMuo'tedroutine fllghtopera:tions during the day , 
launching and r.ec6vering Combat .Air Patrol and Anti-Submarine, 
Anti-Snooper Patrol. 

0800 Position 

14o-33~O'N 
1300-46.1' E 

. .c.· 

21 NOVEMBER 1944 

1200 Position 
• " '0< • 

2000 .Position 

140-14;6' N 
1310-58.0' E 

····Steaming toward reiidezvoUs With . fUeling group.' "Rendezvous 
effected at· dawn; ·tueJ.ingexercise commenced at'OS17.· ,At 0830 . 
went8.long port side '·01' U.s.S-.-CHIKASKI:A:and began' receiving:ruel. 
Fueling ooUrse'iS OSOotT)" speed-IO knots. Castofffl'Omtanker at 
1145, afte,r recei ving1,069bl1rl'&1:s' fuel.',oil;A11ships zig-zagged 
independently on' station p:t:iorto.and·· upon complEltiofi of fueliD.g~ 
Fuelihg exercises'werecomlll'eted at 1400 and oruising disposition 
5 Roger was formedilllliiediately. . .' '. .... . .... 

. Pursuant ·toorders·.ofComThfrd Fleet at 1421, 'U.S~S. BOSTON 
and' PORTLAND' with -escortingdestrcyers were" q,etaohed·. frOm the task 
group and . prooeeded OIi"assigtled'duty; At 145S' forma tiot!' axis was 
rotated to 0600{Tl; fleet oourse 0450( T); speed 16 knots. 
. Vice AdmiraLW.A. LEE,C01llJj!j.tFac, transferred his flag from 
U.S.S. WMjiINGTON to U.S.S. S.OUTH DAKOTA./.2 

153 
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Oonti:nuedon various courses as direetedby,-O.T.G. The Task 
Groups :are proeeedin~ to an. area at about 14oN.132OE an.d will 
operate there Wltil further orders a're reeeived. 

0800 Position 

130-13.9' N 
1320-22.3 t. E 

22 NOVEMBER 1944 

120() Position 
'". .. I 

2000 Position 

13°-07.0' N 
l3Qo ... 33.liHE 

f~·.'··"· .. ',' 

~-:~ < ." 

,:1, 

13°-29.0' N 
131o-:Hi.4Y, E', 

At 0902 ree-elT~,S.S.DYSON !dong port quarter:tor tranl(lfer 
of U.S. Mail. 'Rear Admiral G.B.DA,VIS, GomBatDlv 8 asswned tactieal 
eommandof 'Xask UlII:it, 38,1.'2 and DesDly-122 at 0925an.d man.euvered 
the ships tiilderhis eomman.dintq position for 5" and ma:chine ,gUll 
·firingwhlehwas;eoniucted during the mornilag. 

In, the afternoon, this ship.and tl1e' U;S.S.AI.ABAMA conducted .. 
gUlllllery' exerciSes, firing the Main Battery. At 1330. all' hads 
stood'WGen.era1 Q,ua'rters Station-ster th.eexerciSe •. The U.S.s. 
AI.A]3AMA opened fire with her main battery: at1U3, this ship, 
acting as target ship. At 1529 thlsshipopened fire at the wake 
of the U.S.S.AJ.AB.AMA. E:x:erdse was eomp1eted at 15.52. Seo.ured 
fr0$ General Q.uarters, and began Jl8.neuverililg to take station in 
Task Group 38.1. 

0800 Posit1oJr 

13°"24-.2'. N 
1320 -53.2?-. E 

23 NOVEMBElll944 

VOO PGsitiGIII: 

12G-$4.5' N 
1330-lj:7.1!E 

2000 Position 
. - ( 

; 11°-45.9' N 
'1350,':"40.9~'E 

Formation course is 0~50( T); speed lSmots. Carriers conduct­
ed routjjiepatrolQperationsdllrililg the day. Gwmery, exercises 
were' held4aring the 'atteneon. During' the exeroises 'ComBatDiv 8 
assqmed tactical oOlllllllmd of the battl&shipsand theirsc.reen. 

In gel1eral a course toward Ul1th1 Atoll is' beingfellewed, as 
ComThird Fleet has directed the Task Groups to enter pert tomorrow. 

24 NOVEMBEa 1944 

0800Positien 

100-14-.9' N 
. 1330 -94.0' E. _ 

1200 Fosition 

09°-37.5' N 
1390-45.~~ E 

Steaming toward Ulithi Atoll. pri6r t6 entering 1>Qrt. Shortly: 
after ,.dawn .conducted a short. 5" battery: test firing eXercise. At 
1053 the lookouts .Sighted land, ident1f'ied asJ;>ig Island, Ulithi 
Atoll, bearii1S0'OO(T) • LaWlChed two airoratt :for, an.ti-submarilae 
shortly after 1130. "Made.preparations to enter port •. 

• 
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At 1259 stood to Air Attack Stations tor entry into the lagoon. 
, :Entered l~ugai Chal!1nel~t 1334 and at 1427 al!1cll.ored in Berth 1f6 
Urushi Anehorage; Ulitb,i Atoll. ' < 

Set the Port WarWatohal!1d began tollowingnozmal port routine';' 
made preparations to reeelvetanker to port. At 1535 U .s.s. ' 
NANTAliALA alongside. ' Jfuelingwalii completed at 1733. NO.i"maldrill ' 
and recreations schedule will' be followed as permitted by fuling _,,,,<s;.~1 
al!1d provisioning, requirements. Adminis trative SOPA ·isComS,er.on 10 

, in the PRAIRIE. Condi tion III is set in the Gunnery DEjpartment eaoh 
morning and evening for an hour preceeding sunrise and following 
sunset. " 

25 .. 30 NOVEMBER 1-944 

Anohored as before. 'Following normal port routine as per­
mit1;e4 biY'availability, provisioning schedQ!.e, I1lII.d conditiens 01' 
readiness. Making routine repairs and maohinery overhaul in pre­
par~tion for fUrther operations at sea. 

25 NOVEMBER 1944 

.Assumed radar guard at 0800. Conducted diving opere,tions dur­
ing morning to repair paravane gear. Transferred empty pawder cans 
toLCI alongside. Received aboard 40 rounds of catapultservioe 
oharges. Began receiving stores. 

26 NOVEMBER 1944 

Our planes flew anti-submarine patrol missions during the day. 
Continued reoeivingstores al!1d provisions. Reoeived RANIER along­
side to port for transfer of emmwiitioD.; received: 200 rounds -
Flashless 5" powder; 410 rounds - 5"/38 Cel~ projectiles, Mk. 32, 
Mod. 40.; 50 ,rounds ,;, 5"/38 Cal .• prGjectilelil, AA Commonj 8,000 
rounds';' 40MM, HEIT; 2000 rounds';' 20MM,HElj' 6 - 1001b bCilmbs, 
AN-30 with 6 fuses; 75- 14k. 42, Mech. time tuses; 40- catapult 
service load charges~ , 

27 NOVEMBER 1944 

Planes tlew anti-submarine patrol missions. A.ssllllled radar 
guard at 0800. Condu6ted tlight operations tor radar tracking 
drill duriug foren00n., At 1310 an anident11'ied plane was deteoted 
by radar bearing, 0650{T), distal!1ce 38 miles. T)le plane cO,ntbued 
to approaoh the Atoll, amtat lUS, all hands stood' t9, Air Attack 
Stations. The aircraft was identified as friendly; allQ. at 1422, 
secured trCilm A1rAttack.At ,1559. pursuant to orders 01' ComThird 
Ji'leet, set COildi tion ,III in the GlUlilery Department. Conducted opera­
tion to qualify divers, during, the afternoon. 
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28 NOVEMB~ 1944 

Aircl'a1't conducted rOutine training flights. Diviner 01>era­
tionsfbr qualification made during the afternoon from the port 
quarter. 

29 NOVEMBER 1944 

Provisioning ship operations. 

30 NOVEMBER 1944 

Aircraft tlewanti~submai'ine patrol :missions. At 1920 received 
word:from.ALA:aAMA that a. wha.1eb(jat had been swamped astern Of her 
and that a'nUmber of men were in the water. "Tlirhed on searchl1ghts 
and sent boats to assist in recovering men who were from MTIJ~a and 
OWENS. . . 

AFPROVEDt/I.~~_ 
Oaptain,' tJ ~S.Navy. ~ 
Commanding. 

• 
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MASSACHUSETTS 60/ahc i ,~ 

1 April 1944,~k:! 
CONFIDENTIAL 

0800 Position 

Lat. 60 ;9.4' N. 
Long. 1410 27.9' E. 

1200 Position 2000 Position ""~~"'~ '. 

60 26.0' N. 
1420 28.5' E. 

Steaming in company with Task Force 58, U.S.S. MASSACEU­
SETTS assigned to Task Group 58.; (Carrier Task Group), organi­
zation as follows: 

(a) 

(b) 

Carrier Task Group Three (Task Group 58 .• ;) 

Carrier Unit (Task Unit 58.;.5) -- Rear Admiral GINDER 

YORKTOWN (F) (Air Group 5) 
LEXINGTON (FF) (Air Group 16)(CTF 58, Vice Admirar· 
LANGLEY (Air Group 32) MITSCRER)' 

"PRINCETON (Air Group 2;) 

Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1) -- Vice Admiral LEE 

(1) Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12) 

BatDiv 8 (Temp.) -- Rear Admiral DAVIS 

U.S.S. MASSACEUSETTS (F) 
U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA (FF) 

BatDiv 9 -- Rear Admiral HANSON 

U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA (F) 
U.S.S. ALABAMA 

(2) Cruisers (Task Unit 58.3.13) -- Rear Admiral OLDENDORF 

LOUISVILLE (F) 
.PORTLAND. 
INDIANAPOLIS 
CANBERRA 
SAN JUAN 

. 72998 f\ltalD 
• 
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(c) Screening Unit (Task Unit 58.3.4) -- Captain Higgins 

DesRon 6 -- Captain Higgins 

MAURY GRIDLEY 
CRAVEN McCALL 

CASE 

DesDiv 28 -- Commander BECK 

BANCROFT . EDWARDS 
CALDWELL FRAZIER 

MEADE 

DesRon 23 -- Commander CAVENAGH 

STANLEY CONVERSE (F) 
C. F. AUSBURNE SPENCE 
DYSON THATCHER 

RearAdmiral GUNDER, U.S. Navy, Task Group Commander in U.S.S. 
YORKTOWN. Immediate Superior in Command, Vice Admiral MITSCHER 
in U.S.S. LEXINGTON, Commander Task Force 58. 

Task Group en route to initial point for air bombardment 
of WOleai Island by combined Task Force 58. At 0629 U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS relieved U.S.S.ALABAMA of plane rescue duty, 
planes on readiness of 15 minutes' notice throughout the day. 
Carriers commenced launching initial strikes, ASP and CAP 
patrols. Maintained continuous flow of strikes toward the 
target. 0955 Formed cruising ·formation 5-Roger, having been 
in battle formation 5-Victor-Nan carried over from 31 March 
1944. MASSACHUSETTS in station 4.5040 on axis 0750 (T), course 
1300 (T). Made various courses and speeds to conform with 
flight operations. 1027 U.S.S. CONVERSE reported and investi­
gated object in water bearing 0080 tT), distance 5 miles. 
Object was small Japanese boat with two occupants, who were 
made prisoners of war and boat sunk. 1156 U.s.S. CABOT and 
aircraft over target area reported sighting 16 Japanese aircraft, 
type "Betty". 1159 Formed battle formation 5-Victor-Nan. 
Went to Air Defense stations and set Material Condition Zebra. 
Aircraft in target area reported fighter shooting down 
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Japanese aircraft that were airborne. 1325 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA· ,. 
left station wi th V.S.S. CASE, McCALL, and GRIDLEY as screening . "": ;j 
vessels to fuel U.S.S. STANLEY, who was low on fuel. Screens~' 
ordered out to circle six by O.T.C. 1354 set Condition of 
Readiness II-Able as imminence of an air attack improbable. 
1428 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA and destroyers regained formation and 
took up old assigned stations. 1519 Operations against Woleai 
Island completed. Commenced retirement to southward to fueling 
rendezvous and to base to eastward. Set fleet course 1600 (T). 
Speed 22 knots. 1920 Set condition or radar silence #3 •. 
Carriers have radar guard duties. Secured from plane rescue 
duty at sunset. ' 

0800 Position 

Lat. 10 34.0' N. 
Long. 1450 24.9' E. 

2 April 1944 

.1200 Position 

00 38.5' N. 
1460 09.7' E. 

2000 Position 

00 17.3' N. 
1470 25.7' E. 

Steaming as before, retiring to base after aerial bomb­
ardment of Palau, Yap, and Woleai Islands. on fleet course 
1600 (T) at fleet speed 22 knots. 0808 Formed cruising forma­
tion 5-Roger. 1051 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA reported unidentified 
aircraft at 2400 (T). 94 miles. and later identified as friendly. 
1024 Changed fleet course to 1300 l T} • 1204 Commenced fueling 
operations in formation 5-Roger on fueling course 1050 (T) at 
fueling speed-10 knots. Vessels not engaged in fueling des­
troyers zig-zag on station independently. Delivered to the 
below listed vessels the quantity of fuel indicated, at 600 F. 

U .S.S. CASE -- 71.410 gallons 
U.S.S. FRAZIER -- 87.390 gallons 
U.S.S. CALDWELL -- 89.980 gallons. 

1905 Fu~ling operations completed. Changed fleet course to 
1000 (T) and, fleet speed to 16 knots. 2240 U.S.S. CONVERSE 
reported possible submarine contact and.lpst contact at 2255. 

- . 

0800 Position 

Lat. 00 10.6' s. 
Long. 1500 11.2' E. 

3 April 1944 

1200 Position 

00 20.1' S. 
1510 07.8' E. 

(60) 

2000 Position 

, 0 0 36.8' S. 
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Steaming as before, retiring to base after aerial bombard- ,', 
ment of Palau, Yap, and Woleai Islands. Numerous unidentified --<c', 
aircraft reported throughout the day, all identified as friendly. . 
Weather generally overcast throughouo the day. Car~iers main-
tained CAP and ASP patrol until about 1500, when all planes were 
recAlled due to weather front. Remained in weather front for 
the rest of the day. 

OSOO Position 

Lat. 10 10.0' S. 
Long. 1560 15.7' E. 

4 April 1944 

1200 Position 

10 11.0' s. 
1560 44.7' E. 

2000 Position 

00 OS.O' s. 
15So lS.2' E. 

Steaming as before, retiring to base at ,Majuro Atoll, 
Marshall Islands, after aerial bombardment of Palau,' Yap, and 
Woleai Islands. Remained in weather front throughout the day. 
Due to weather, CAP and ASP patrols were grounded. OS48 
Changed course to 0900 (T). 1200 Changed course to 0600 (T). 
Fleet speed throughout the day 17 knots and zig-zagging using 
plan 6 during daylight period. 

5 April 1944 (East Longitude Date) 

OSOO Position 1200 ,Position 2000 Position 

Lat. 3,0 32.e' N.jE P 2Q !))].O' N.) '30 06.0' N')E P 
Long. 1600 42.7' E.) • '1610 2S.0' E-.)E,P· 163° l8;S' E.) •• 

steaming as before, retiring to base at Majuro Atoll, 
Marshall Islands, aftee aerial bombardment of Palau, Yap, and 
Wo1eai Islands. Overoast weather with frequent line squalls 
persisted throughOut the day. All airoraft grounued due to 
mncertain weather. No navigational observations possible 
throughout the day. 1830 Changed oourse to 0500 (T). 1946 
Changed oourse to 0~90 (T). 

5 April 1944 (West Longitude Date) 

OSOO Position 1200 Position 2000 Position 

Lat. 40 46.0' N. 50 21.9' N. 60 33.8' N. 
Long. 1650 38.9' E. 1660 34.6' E. 1670 54.3' E. 

" 
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Steaming .as before, retiring to base at Majuro Atoll, 
Marshall Islands, a1'ter aerial bombardment of Palau, Yap, and 
Woleai Islands. Weather continued overcast until about 1400, 
when obwervations of the sun were possible. All aircraft 
continued ,to be grounded throughout the day. At 0000 changed 
time and date to correspond to that of zone !12. At 0900 
Commander Task Force 50 directed task group commanders to 
proceed to port independentlg, order of entry 58.2, 58.3, and 
58.1. Changed course to 040 (T). 1430 Changed course to 
035 0 (T). 1505 Changed course to 0300 (T). 1700 Changed course 
to 0750 (T). 

0800 Position 

Lat. 70 26.7' N. 
Long. 1700 36.8' E. 

6-7 April 1944 

1200 Positioh 2000 Position 

Entering and at anchor in Berth 76, 
Majoro Atoll, Marshall Islands. 

Steaming as before, retiring to base at Majuro Atoll, 
Marshall Islands group, after aerial bombardment of Ralau, Yap, 
and Woleai Islands. uarriers launched aircraft 1'or ASP, relieved 
by battleship aircraft when entry into port was ordered at 
0900. Order of entry, carriers, battleships, cruisers, and 
destroyers. Recovered aircraft upon anchoring. Conducted 
test of Mark 32-10 fuzes, expending the 1'ollowingammunition: 

I~'.~~, ~,,~I , ~._v co 
- 0 

t~ 1 ~i 

·til..~',~11 
.1g ~ \' 
.' 'ii' I 
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I· <:, If 
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24 pl)ojectiles 5"/38 cal. .AA Com •. Mk. 35 with a Mk. 32 fuze. 
24 charges.! 5"/38 caliber: 

14 Sl"'D 4744 
9 SPD 4977 
l'SPD 4937. 

At 1219 passed channel entrance buoys abeam to port and starboard, 
proceeding on various courses at various speeds' approaching 
anchorage. At 1313 anchored in Berth 76, Majuro Atoll, Marshall' 
Island Group. Set the port war watch and normal port routine, 
Material Condition X-ray during daylight hours and Yoke during 
the hours 01' darkness. Ship placed ~n six hours' readiness for 
getting underway. Radar guard duty as assigned by ComBatPac. 
Senior 01'ficer Present A1'loat is ComCenPac in U.S.S. NEW JERSEY. 
SOPA administrative b ComSerRon TEN in U.S.S. PRAIRIE. Commenced 
routine schedule of ship's maintenance and repair, training and 
recreation of personnel. Commenced readiness for sea routines. 
At 1842 U.S.S. SARANAC came alongside to starboard and commenced 
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delivering fuel at 1905. At 2318 completed fueling, having 
received 1,308,342 gallons of burnable fuel at 600 F. 

On 7 April U.S.S. SARANAC cleared starboard side, fuel­
ing operations having been'completed. Commenced provisioning 
ship to required 90 day supply. Ship placed on 24 hours' 
readiness for getting underway by CTG 58.3. 

Approved: 

" 

Submitted: 

',.~ 

t2--.v-/~~ 
T. D.~, , 
Captain, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding. 

~ 
D. CARLSON, 
Commander, U.S. Navy, 
Navigator. 
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II-.hble. J,t 1105 placed aircraft in Condition of Readiness 11 for· '\::' 
Aircraft Hescue Duty. ,'t 1517 ca tap.ul ted plane ;'''01413 for aircraft .., 
rescue mission, pilot Lieutenant C. C. l~n~SWOHlTI, u.S.N., passenger· "' .... ,.: 
MOUDY, D. L., j~Hh; lc, 410-75":98, U • .3.N.H., to attempt rescue of 
pilot shot down over TRL'K ATOLl, by anti-aircraft fire. At 1712 
recovered plane #011.,.13, reillUrnecl from resolle "lission, h'aving picked 
up Lieut. (jg) C. L. WFTIN, U.S.N.R., 1.5 miles Iflortheast of 
UDOT I3LLND in the lagoon of THliK ATOLL in range of enemy anti­
aircraft batteries. 1830 iill air strikes recovered and operation 
against TRL'K completed. Co~nenced retirement on course 040 0 ('1') 
at speed 18 knots. ;,t 1:;'00 unidentified aircrtlft in vicinity 
near own aircraft being recovered prior to sunset. "t about 1914 
observed aircraft dive out of clouds on U.3.;3. LEXINGTON and 
release ·bomb and retire to westwar.d. Bomb flee short of vessel t s 
port side, b bout 100 y-ards. _,ircraft taken under fire by the 
U.S.S. LEXINGTON. U.S.S. ],·u:,.S3ACHUSETl'S guns could not bear on 
target. "ircraft identified as a J",panese dive-bomber, type 
"Kate" or "Val". 1915 Went to Air Defense stations and set 
Material Condition Zebra. U.S.S. ENTERPRISE launched two night 
fighters which proceeded to TRUK area. Jet 2034 set Condition 
of Readiness II and Material Condition toke. At 2119 changed 
course to 0900 ('1'). ,',t 2140 U .3.3. EtiT~;n})RISE recovered two 
night fit;llters. i,t 2141 changed course to 0300 (T). At 2300 
changed couxse to 1400 ('1'), proceeding to area of operations 
for Dog plus two day, surface bombardment of PONA1'El.SLiu'\fD by 
battleships. . 

Submitted: 

/j1 
Lpproved: i/( .. ,./j/~' ... ~ .' ,-1.\&.( (? _ 

-.-~ 'w. ~11 J...ICK, -. 
Oaptain, U.S. Navy. 
Cominanding. 

@.J~, 
Commander,· U.S. 
Navigator. 

Navy, 
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8-12 April 1944 

. Moored in berth #76, Darritt Anchorage, Majuro Atoll of 
the MARSHALL ISLAND group. ,['he Port War Watch is set and Material 
Condition Yoke from sunset to sunrise, an.d Material Condition 
X-ray from sunrise to sunset. The ship is in readiness for 
getting underway on twenty-four hours' notice. Radar guard as 
directed by ComBatPac. Senior Officer Present Afloat is ComCenPac 
in U.S.S. NEVi JERSEY, and Administrative SOPA is ComSerRon TEN 
in the U.S.S. PRAIRIE. U.S.S. 11ASSACHUSETTS assigned to 'rask 
Group 58.), Task Group organization as follows: 

Carrier Task Group Three (Task Group 58.3) 

(a) Carrier Unit (Task Unit 58.3.5), Rear Admiral Ginder 

YORKTOWN (F) 
LEXINGTON (FF) 
LANGLEY 
PRINCETON 

(Air Group 5) 
(Air Group 16) (CTF58, Vice Admiral MITSCHER) 
(Air Group 32) 
(Air Group 23) 

(b) Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1), Vice Admiral LEE, Jr. 

(1) Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12) 

BatDiv 8 \ Temporary) , Rear Admiral DAVIS 

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS (F) 
U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA (FF) 

BatDiv 9 -- Rear Admiral HANSON 

U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA (F) 
U.S. S. ALABAMA 

(2) Cruisers ( 58.3.13). Rear Admiral OLDENDORF 

LOUISVILLE l :F" 
PORTLA1:;'D 
IHDIANAPOLIS 
CANBERRA 
SAN JUAN· 
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(c) Screening Unit (Task Unit 58.).4) -- Captain HIGGINS 

DesRon 6 -- Captain Higgins 

MAURY 
CRAVEN 
McCALL 
GRIDLEY 
CASE 

DesDiv 28 -- Commander Beck 

BANCROFT (F) 
CALDWELL 
EDWARDS 
FRAZIER 
MEADE 

DesRon 23 -- Commander Cavenagh 

STANLEY 
C. F. AUSBURNE 
DYSON 
CONVERSE (F) 
SPENCE 
THATCHER 

Task Group Commander, Rear Admiral GINDER in U.S.S. YORKTOWN, and 
Immediate Superior in Command Vice Admiral MITSCHER in U.S.S. 
LEXINGTON, Commander Task Force 58. 

Ship carrying on normal port routine, upkeep, maintenance 
and repair commensurate wi.th 24 hour readiness restriction. 
Provisioning ship, taking on ammunition, stores, and fuel and 
making all preparations for operations at sea. Carrying on routine 
training and instruction of crew and granting recreation when 
possible. 

On 8 April at 1155, after completion of drills and personnel 
and ship inspection by Captain T. D. RUDDOCK Jr., U.S.N., and 
Captain W. W. WJffiLICK, U.S. Navy (prospective relief), all hands 
were assembled aft for change of co~~and ceremonies. Captain 
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T. D. RUDDOCK, Jr., U.S. Navy, read his orders of detachment 
BB59/P16-4/00 dated. 2 April 1944. Captain W. W. WARLICK, U.S. 
Navy, read his orders as Commanding Officer, Pac-026-wt, 
P16-3/0K, Serial 1913, dated 31 March 1944, and relieved 
Captain T. D. RUDDOCK, Jr., U.S. Navy as Commanding Of'ficer of 
the U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS. 

On April 8, 1944, received the following ammunition from 
ComSerRon TEN: 

1722 projectiles, 5"/38 oaliber, AA Common, Mk. 28 
B.D. fuze •. 

558 charges 5"/38 caliber smokeless gPD 4960. 
184 charges 5"/38 caliber flashless, 3PD 5323. 

The following ammunition was transferred to ComSerRon TEN: 

139 charges 5"/38 caliber smokeless, SPD 4977 -- defect­
ive cases. 

On April 11, 1944 shifted berths to oonduot anti-aircraft 
maohine gun praotioe at towed sleeve while at anohor during 
forenoon and 5"/38 oaliber praotice at towed sleeve during after­
noon. Returned to regular anchorage, berth #76, at 1653. Expended 
the following ammunition: . 

2,267 cartridges, 40 ~W. 
4,350 cartridges, 20 *. 

148 projeotiles, 5"/38 caliber All. Common 1'Jk. 18 fuze. 
149 oharges 5"/38 caliber SPD 4747. 

On 12 April received the following ammunition from the 
U.S.S. LASSEN': . 

148 projectiles; AA Co=on Mk. 28 fuze, 5"/38 caliber. 
43 projeotiles, AA Common lVlk. 32 fuze, 5"/38 caliber • 

•. . iI!50 charges 5"/38 caliber, SPD 5206. 
360 cartridges, H.E.I., 20 MM. 
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Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

Wiill DIARY 

13 April 1944 

1200 1'os1 ti on 

At anchor, Berth 1}76, Majuro lctoll, 
Marshall Islands. 

2000 Position 

70 10.8' N. 
1690 '54.5' E. 

Anchored as before. 1145 Completed all preparations for 
getting underway. At 1201 underway in accordance with Commander 
Task Force 58 sortie plan and Commander Task Group 58.3 sortie 
plan to carry out COlXlllillnder Tusk Force 58 Operation Plan no. 5-44 
dated 9 April 1944 and Commander Task Group 58.3 supporting 
Operation Erder R-1-44 dated 11 April 1944; U.S.S. riASSACHUSETTS 
assigned to Task Group 58.3 

Task Group Organization 

Carrier 'I'ask Group Three (TG 58.3) 

. (a) Carrier Unit ('fask Unit 58.3.5), Rear Admiral RgEVES. 

ENTERPRISE (F) 
LEXING TON (FF) 
LANGLEY 
PHINCETON 

(idr Group 10) 
(Air- Group 16) (CFF 58, Vice Admiral J.iITSCfmR) 
(Air Group 32) 
(Air Group 23) 

(b) Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1), Vice Admiral LEE. 

(1) Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12) 

Ba tDi v 8 (Tempora ry ) 

MASSACHUSETTS (F) 
NORTIi CAROLINA (FF) 

Rear icdmiral G. B. DAVIS. 

BatDiv 9 -- Rear Admirul lLNilON. 

SOUTH DAr: OTA un 
i\Li~B1J::Ji 
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(2) Crui sers (Task Uni t 58.3.13), Hear 1,dmiral OlDl~NDOHF 

lOUI,9VILLE (F) 
rORTLAND 
CLNbERRA 

(c) Screening Unit ('l]!sk Unit 58Jdtl -- Cuptain S. R. CLLRK. 

DesRon 23 -- Captain T. B. DUGAN. 

DesDiv 45 

CHARLE~ AUSBURNE (SF) 
A. W. GRANT 
DYSON 

DesDiv 46 

CONVERSE (F) 
SFI!:NCE 
'TIm TCIiER 

DesRoIL2.Q 

DesDiv 99 

C. K. BRONSON (SF) 
COTTEN 
DORTCH 
GA1'LING 
HJi;J;l.Y 

DesDiv 100 

COGSWELL (F) 
CAPERTON 
INGERSOn 
NNAPI' 

Commander Task Group 58.3 is Rear Admiral .T. W. REEVES, .Tr., U.S. 
Navy and Imlllediate Superior in Comllland Vice Admir«l M. A. MITSCHERj 
U.S. Navy. 
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At 1350 upon clearing swept channei formed cruising for­
mation 5-Roger on course 0600 (T) and axis 0750 (T), U.S.S. 
MASSACHIJSETTS in station 4225. At 1435 changed course to 2650 ('1') 
to proceed to station in fleet disposition 5-Tare on fleet course 
2550 (T), fleet axis 0(5 0 (T), at fleet speed 15 knots. Task 
Group 58.3 in station Ill. At 1630 in station in fleet 'sisposition 
5-Tare. Changed fleet speed to 18 knots. 

Ship in Condition of Readiness II-dugar during. daylight 
and II during darkness. Material Readine,',s Yoke is set. Aircraft 
Readiness. #9, Hadar Silence #5 during daytime and 114 during dark­
ness. 

U.S.S. lvlicSSACHUSETTS and U.S.S. LEXING'l'ON have radar guard 
"Easy" on even days. 

Lat. 
Long. 

14 h.pril 19~·4 

0800 I'osi tion 1200 Posi ti on 2000 Position 

40 01.9' N. 
165 0 23.7' E. 

Steaming as before, enroute to area to support operations 
of Task Force 77. At 0310 changed fleet course to 2300 (T). 
During hour before sunrise held rndar training exercise Two-Easy I 
destroyer acting as target vessel. At 1048 formed, battle formation 
5~Victor, U.S.S. lvlASSACHUS~~TTS in station 4.5220, U.S.S. ENTERPHISE 
guide at center bearing 115 0 (T), di stance 4,500 yards. Formation 
maneuvered for drill by O.T.C. durin!,: simulated air dive bombing 
attacks bJ' carrier planes. 1222 Formed cruising formation 5-Roger 
on fleet course 2300 (T), formation .. ' ~xis 075 0 .(T).jGuide in 
U.S.S. ENTEHPRISE bearing 1200 (T), distance 4,000 yards. 2031 
U.S.S. ENTEHPRISE reported man .overboard. Man recovered by U.S.S. 
SPENCE at 2055. At 211110 set all clocks back one (1) hour to 

. conform with zone f13 (Love) time wi th zone f12da teo 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

10 50.0' N. 
1620 31.1' E. 

16 April 1944 

1200 1'osi tion 

1 0 03.0' N. 
1620 10.4' E. 

2000 Position 

00 13.5' N. 
1600 34.8' E. 

Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations 

(69 ) 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


BB59/A12-l/A16-3/ U • S • S. MASSACHUSETTS 60/ahc 

, 
WAR DIARY 4 

" of Task Force 77. At 0000 put the cibocks ahead 24 hours to conform ",,>,~ 
with zone -11 (Love) time and date. During dayli("ht hours carrier ;, 
aircraft maintaining A.S.l'. and C.A.P. Lt 0610 U.S.S. CONVE,cSE, 
target vessel for surface radar tracking exercise "II-Easy", 
rejoined forrnation. 0757 Formed battle disposition 5-Victor on 
course 2300 (T) and axis 075 0 (T) to conduct exercise l2-Charlie. 
At 115$ fired machine guns to starboard at sleeves towed by 
carrier aircraft. 1206 Completed exercise l2-Charlie, having 
expended the following ammunition: 

115 cartridges, 40 MM. 
379 cartridges, 20 MM (75 H.E.T. and 3Q4 H.E.). 

1221 Formed cruising forma ti on 5-Roger on fleet course 2300 (T) 
and formation axis 075 0 (T); formation course 2600 (T) to close 
TF 5$. 1543 Changed course to 2800 (T). 1717 Changed course to 
fleet course 230 0 (T), formation in position in fleet disposition. 
During lilfternoon held fighter director drill, 'U.S.S. MASSACHUSET1'S 
controlling two runs. iY:ade one interception and drill attack planes 
reached objective on second run. Communications with combat patrol 
very poor, possibly due to location of transmitting antenna and 
aircraft receivers. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

1 0 15.1' s. 
1570 46.1' E; 

17 April 1944 

1200 Position 

1 0 HI.5' S. 
1560 51.0' E. 

2000 Position 

0 0 45.6' S. 
1540 46.3' E. 

Steaming as before enroute to area 'to support operations 
of Task ]'orce 77. Carriers maintaining C.A.P. and A.S.P. during 
daylight hours. O~serving radar silence 114 durins darkness and 
radar silence #5 during daylight. 0515 Changed fleet course to 
280 0 (T). At 0847 formed battle formation 5-Victor to conduct 
exercise l2-A, machine gun practice. 1025 Sighted friendly FBY 
type plane, probably search plane from IvlUNDA, New Georgia Isihahd, 
bearing 2400 (T), on southerly course. 1121 Formed cruising 
disposition 5-Roger'on completion of Exercise l2-A. During 
afternoon, battleships maintained A.S.P. patrol with each ship 
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1aunohing one airoraft at 1210 and 1510. 
by Dog method at 1525 and 1820. 

Made airoraft recoveries 

At 1506 formed battle formation 5-Viotor to oonduot Exeroise 
12-A. 1707 Commenoed opening out on guide, maintaining present 
bearing 1150 (T), to fire maohine guns. U.S.S. PORTL~qo shot down 
last available sleeve. Exeroise 12-A completed for the day. 1743 
Formed cruising formation 5-Roger on fleet oourse 2800 (T) at fleet 
speed 17 knots. At 18)0 set all c100ks back one (1) hour to 
oonform with zone -10 (King) time. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Posi tion 

00 09.8' S. 
1510 34.6' E. 

18 April 1944 

1200 Position 

00 07.1' N. 
1500 31.0' E. 

2000 Pos! tion 

00 16.0' N. 
1480 48.0' E. 

Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations 
of Task Force 77. Carriers maintaining A.S.P. and C.A.P. during 
daylight hours. Ship observing radar si1enoe #4 during darkness 
and radar silenoe#5 during daylight. At 0644 left station in ' 
formation 5-Roger and oleared screen to fire maohine guns 'at 
towed sleeve, Exeroise 12-A. 0713 Completed Exeroise 12-A, having 
expended the following ammunition: 

565 oartridges, 40 MlVI Ali. Common Mk. 1. 
1,532 oartridges, 20 MlVI, H.E. 

383 oartridges, 20 ~W, H.E.T. 

Resumed station in formation 5-Roger. 

At 1135 1aunohed one (1) airoraft for anti-submarine patrol 
and reoovered by the Dog method ,at 1452. 

At 1403 sighted unit of 'rask Unit 50.17 designated to fuel 
Task Group 58.3. 

At 1519 U.S.S. ALABAMA reported unidentified surfaoe con­
tact bearing 21f3° (T) tit 41,000 yards, later identified as carrier 
and escorts from,Task Group 58.1. j,t 1634 U.S.S. NEOSHO, U.S.S. 

• 
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LACKAWANNA, and U.S.S. l'.1ESHiJ>JTIC joined formation and took stations :l.·· .. , .". 
assigned at center.' U.S.S. NEOSHO designated guide at fleet center. ~" 
Carriers shifted to new stations in modified formation 5-Roger '00, ,'. "'~, 
with tankers present. 

One unidentified aircraft during the day, which 'approached 
formation to about 70 miles. Fighters from U.S.S. LANGLEY vectored 
out and sighted aircraft but unable to close. Estimate disposition 
not sighted. 

Easther during the day generally overcast wi,th freCluent 
showers and passing through heavy rain SClUalls. 

19 April 1944 

Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations 
of Task Force 77. Carriers maintaining A.S.P. and C.A.P. during 
daJrlight hours. hadar Silence 5 in effec,t during daylight and 
radar silence 4 in effect at night. 0345 C.T.G. 58.1 reported, 
three unidentified aircraft bearing 333 0 (T), distance 61 miles, 
71 miles from U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.S. hORNET of T.G. 58.1 
launched two night fighters. Aircraft desigm,ted as Raid I. 
Went to Air Defense stations at 0405. "ircraft continued to close 
formation with no friendly identification. Nie:ht fighters vectored 
out and made contact and identified plane as friendly "Black Cat" 
PBY Catalina. j,fter interception and gunfire by 58.1 aircraft 
showed proper identification. Planes were night patrols returning 
to base on course 1500 (T) in direction of S:KI'~ADLER HAhBOh, Admiral­
ty Islands. 0613~'ormed fuelincformation 5-Fox, bent line screen 
ahead, followed by cruiser station unit, fueling unit, battleship 
unit, and carrier uni1i'with 2,000 yards distance between unt:ts. 
Units not fueling zig-zagging in(;ependently. ]<'ueling course 0900 

(T) at fueling speed 10 knots. Ships fueled were Cl1's, eVL's and 
DD's. 1150 iueling exercise completed. U.S.S. l\ITiOSHO, U.S.S.· 
LACKAWANNA, and U.S.S. NESiIANTlG cleared formation and proceeded 
as previously directed. Formed cruising formation 5-Love on 
course 290 0 (T) and axis 075 0 (T). During afternoon exerci sed 

'. 'l'ask Group in sruface engagement, deploying from formation 5-Love 
into Battle Disposition Able-l from U.S.F. lO-A. 1315 tJ.S.S. 
BATA,AN fighters intercepted and shot down one enemy aircraft, 
type "Betty". 1457 Completed surface engagement exercise. 
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Formed cruising formation 5-Roger on course 090 0 (T) and formation 
axis 075 0 (T). 151f) Changed fleet course to 2750 (T) unO. changed 
fleet speed to 18 knot s. 

20 ;,pril 1944 

0800 I'osition 1200 Posi tion 2000 Position 

Lat. 1 0 19.7' N. 10 22.7' N. 1 0 5).4' N. 
Long. 1450 1.;8.5' E. 14)0 02.7' <, 1400 44.5' E. -"'. 

Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations 
of Task Force 77. Carriers in company maintaining A.S.l'. and 
C.A.P. during the daylight hours. Radar silence i1'4 in effect 
during darkness and radar silenCei\'5 during daylight hours. At 0623 
commenced topping off destroyers in formation, 5-Roger on fleet 
course 275 0 IT) at fleet speed 10 knots and completed fueling 
operations at. 0912, having fueled five destroyers. The U.S.S. 
FRi.ZD::R had difficulty remaining alongside, as she lost both hose 
lines after receiving them the first time. On the second attempt" 
the forward fuel hose wa,s destroo'e4 beyond repair. Completed the 
fueling on the after hose. Until more hose is obtained, can only 
fuel with the after hose on the starboard side. Delivered the 
following fuel to the ships indicated at 60 0 F.: 

U.S.B. l\'IcCALL 
u.s.;]. CHAVEN 
U • S • 8. lvlEl-illE 
U .S.S. BUl1.1IJS 
U.S.S. FRAZIER 

16,175 gallons. 
16,731 gallons. 
18,590 gallons. 
14,505 gallons. 
7,958 gallons. 

At 0957 U.S.S. ENTb"RPRISE reported an unidentified aircraft bear­
ing 3150 I'r) , distunce 50 miles, and at 1012 U.S.8. CO','I1'ENS reported 
her fighters had shot down one \ 1) Japanese aircraft, type nBetty~. 
At'10)6 changed fleet speed t.o 15 knots and commen,ced forming 
fleet disposition 5-Williain, fleet course 275 0 (T), 'fleet axis 0000 

IT). 1052 U.S.S. CANBEER.<l. reported sighting a submarine periscope 
1,000 yards on her st.arboard beam. ;:jet lvJa terial Condition Zebra 
and executed emergency turn to 035 0 (T). Contact proved to be 
fillihse, floating log, resumed fleet course and set Material Condition 
Yoke. Rotated the formation axis to 000 0 (T). ;.,.tl120 changed 
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n set sp eed to 20 knots, commencing final run to obj ecti ve, 
BAY, New Guinea. At 1200 changed fleet course to 285 0 (T). 
1940 chanGed course to 185 0 tT). lit 21)0 Changed course to 

21 ;.pri.l 191.4 

Hl.J1v1BOLT 
At 

1800 (T). 

0800 1'osi tion 1200 l'osi tion 2000 1'osi tion 

Lat. 1 0 28.9' S. 10 45.6' s. 1 0 )2.4' S. 
Long. 1400 24.0' E. 1400 .49.7' E. 1400 50.6' E. 

Steaming as before, making final approach to conduct 
preliminary air bombardment of Japanese WADF~E ISL1;ND Air Base, 
HOLLA1IDIA Air Base, and. shore installations in preparation of 
landing assault by Task Force 77 on D-day, 22 i.pril 1944. Initial. 
pre-dawn strikes delayed due to unfavorable weather. At 0655 weather 
cleared and all strikes were launched and air plan for day carried 
out as planned. U.S.S.lVlASSACHUSETTS conformed to movements of 
carriers in launching and recovery of aircraft ·throughout the 
day, making various courses and sIleeds. At 1806 all air strikes 
by Task Group 58.) completed for D - 1 day. At 1846 set course 
))00 (Tl at 18 knots for retirement during the early night and 
to avoid interception of TaskForce 77. 

22 April 1944 

0800 Posi tion 1200 :Fosi tion 2000 POsition 

Lat. 10 22.)'· S. 10 19.9' s. 1 0 40.2' s. 
Long. 1400 )).5' E. 140 0 54.8' E. 1400 54.0' E. 

-Steaming as before in area to northwest of HT.;1Ill30LT BAY, 
Netherlands New Guinea, in support of operations of Task Force 77, 
a landing at dawn this date, D-day, 22 l,pril 1944, at Humbolt 
Bay and TLNAH 2,:1mAH BAY, lV;etherlands New Guinea. Carrier aircraft 
to support operationsas·directed by Task Force 77 throughout the 
day. Commencing at 0618 carriers commenced launching aircraft 
for·scheduled opJ3rations and to maintain ASP and CAP throughout 
tile daylight hours. At 0602 assumed seaplane rescue duty. At 
HOO U.S.S. ALABAMA and U.S.S. SOU'l'H DAKOTA left formation escorted 
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by U.S.S. CAPER'fON and U. 8.,3. INGJ!:RSOLL to fUE?l destroyers of 
Task Group 58.1. 1647 U.S.:3 .• SOUTE DAKOTA and U.S.S. ALABAlllA 
and escorts rejoined formation, detached duty completed. At 
1653 commenced fueling operations in formation 5-Roger on course 
3350 (T) at 10 knots, BatDiv EIGHT fueling unit. 1828 completed 
fueling operations, having delivered the fu.el indicatE,d at 600 

F. as follows: 

U.S.S. KNAPP 
U.S.S. COGSWELL 

.39,306 gallons 
56,480 gallons. 

Aircraft operations for D-day completed. Commenced retirement 
course 335 0 (T) at speed 18 knots, reversing course to 1800 (T) 
at 0130 .to be on station for Dog f 1 day operations in support 
of Task Force 77. Task Group 58.1 retired to fueling area at 
sunset. 

23 April 1944 

0800 I'osition 1200 Position 2000 l'osi tion 

Lat. 1 0 44.2' 3. 1 0 57.8' s. 1 0 27.0' S. 
Long. 1400 28.9' E 1400 12.5' TP 1400 18.1' E. . . l!o • 

SteaminG as before in area to northwest of HUMBOrT BAY, 
Netherlands New Guinea, in support· of operations of 'l'ask Forct3 77, 
occupying the HOLLANDIA Area, New Guinea, retiring during the 
early night, changing course to southward to be in position for 

,\strikel'> at dawn on D f 1 day. Tar;k Force 58.1 operating ,independ~ 
ently retiring to fueling area for fueling operations. Aircraft 
carriers maintained ,iSP and CP.P throughout the daylight hours, 
augmented by aircraft from BatDiv 9. Steaming at various courses 
and speeds throughout the day in support of and conforming to 
carrier operations. 1905 U.8 .S. ALABAlvIA reported unidentified 
aircraft bearing 3200 (T), distance 30 miles. 1906 Unidentified 
aircraft bearing 1900 (T), distance 27.5 miles. Went to l;.ir 
Defense stations in preparation for a possible air attack •. 1907 
~'ormed battle 1fi0lll,llation 5-Victor in course 0100 (T), axis 0000 (T), 
U.S.S. MASSACHUSET'rS in station 4.5225. 1916 U.S.S. LEXINGTON 
launched one night fighter. Unidentified aircraft tracked to 
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HUMBOLTBAYarea. 1924 Observed gunfire on horizon bearing 1200 

(T), possibly from Task Group 58.2 retiring to fueling area, 
having left disposition at sunset. Enemy aircraft retired to 
westward after attack on shore installations. 2142 Formed cruis­
ing formation 5-Roger on base course 3400 (T), axis 000 0 tT), 
U.S.S. WlASSACHUSETTS in station 2335. 2144 Secured from Air 

, . 
Defense, and set Condition of Readiness II. Commenced retirement 
to northwest to return to area of operations to westward (WADKE 
ISLAND) at dawn on D f 2 day. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

10 23.9' S. 
1400 24.5' E. 

24 April 1944 

1200 Fosition 

00 54.8' S. 
1400 22.6'E. 

2000 Position 

0°58.0' S. 
1390 54.0' E. 

Steaming as before in area· to northwest of HUMBOLT BAY 
in support of operations by Task Force 77. Targets assigned for 
D f 2· day fields and installations to westward of FI1ThlBOLT BAY. 
Tli\sk Group 58.2 refueling in fueline: area. Carriers, maintaining 
a~r strikes, ASP and CAP throughout the daylight hours. BatDiv 8 
augmenting the ASP patrol with two flights of two aircraft each 
flight. 1007 Sighted heavy black smoke on horizon bearing 015 0 

(T), later identified as Japanese aircraft shot down by Task Group 
58.1 fighter patrol. 1722 Formed battle formation 5-Victor and 
prepared for defense against air attack, CTF 58 reported air attack 
imminent. U.S.S. ENTERPRISE launched two night fighters. Four 
raids were tracked passing formation not closer than 20 miles, 
enroute to HUMBOLT BAY Area. Night fighters vectored out to inter­
cept and shot down one aircraft. One night fighter, ~unition 
expended, intercepted nine. (9) Japanese bombers and flew formation 
with them for several minutes, reporting enemy course and speed. 
Enemy aircraft retired to westward after probable attacks on 
HUMBOLT BAY area. At 2156 secured from Air Defense stations and 
set the watch, Condition of Readiness II. At 2232'formed cruising 
formatiori 5-Roger on course 0900 (T), axis 0000 (T), retiring to 
fueling area to fuel and to rendezvous with Task Group 58.2. 
Commander Task Force 77 reports air operations by Task Force 
58 in support of landing operati ons no longer required • 
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Lat. 
Long. 

0800 }'osi tion 

00 04.6' N. 
1420 17.5' E. 

U. S .S. MASSACHUSETTS 

WAR DIARY 

25 April 1944 

1200 Position 

00 47.4' N. 
142 0 20.7' E. 

60/ahc 

2000 Position 

10 14.7' N. 
1410 )9.2' E. 

Steaming as befol'e enroute to rendezvous with Task Group 
58.2 and Task Unit 50.1li combined, to fuel commencing it sunr,lse. 
At 0624 sighted Task Unit 50.17 lsix tankers plus eacortsl bear-. 
ing 3090 (Tl, distance 13 miles •... At 0715 formed fueling forma­
tion 5-Fox on course and axis 0000 (Tl at fueling speed 10 knots. 
Tankers in line of bearing normal to course in two lines of three 
each line, distance between lines 2,000 yards. Destroyers ahead 
in bent line screen. Carriers zig-zagging independently ahead of 
tankers and carriers not fueling zig-zagging astern of fueling 
line 4,000 yards. At 0826 received tow line from U.S.S. NEOSHO 
and commenced receiving fuel at 0835. During fueling the bridle 
line for after hose carried away. 'After hose was disconnected, 
the bridle line repaired and fueling resumed, causing about 
a fifteen minute delay on this hose. 1315 Completed fueling from 
NEOSHO, having received all the fuel available, about 1,000 barrels 
short Of desired amount, amount iIlf fuel received being 18,722 
barrels at 600 ' F. At 1334 cleared side of NEOSHO and took station 
to port of U.S.S. NOH'rH CAROLINA on battleship zig-zag line 2,000 
yards asternef the fueling line. GomBatDiv 8 O.T.C. for 
battleship Zig-zag unit, U.S.S. l\IIASSACHUSETTS designated unit 
guide. At 1632 fueling operations' completed by ail units of 
Task Group 58.3. Formed cruising formation 5-Roger on base course 
3150 (Tl, formation axis 000 0 (Tl. 1652 Set formation speed 18 
knots. At 1829 changed formation course to 2450 lTl. Task Unit 
50.17 proceeding independently as previously directed. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

00 00.5' N. 
1390 07.4' E. 

26 April 1944 

1200 Position 

00 37.4' N. 
1390 57.6' E. 

2000 Position 

00 23.0' N. 
1410 58.6' E. 

Steaming as before' in area northwest of HOLlJ,NDIA Area as 
covering force for Task Force 77. Carrier task groups. operating 
independently in area. At 0700 changed fleet course to 0600 (Tl. 
At 0800 lost fuel oil suntion dm #4 boiler, causing #4 shaft to 
slow. Vther shafts increased to maintain speed. Casualty restored 
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at 0810. At 0820 U.S.S. PRINCETON reported her fighters shot down 
one Japanese aircraft, type "Betty". At 0905 U.S.S. LANGLEY, 
reported unidentified aircraft bearing 1360 (Tl, distance 70 miles. 
I'RINCETON fighters were vectored out to intercept and reported 
shooting down one Japanese aircraft, type "Dinah" at 1000. At 
0950 U.S.S. KNlIPf' left formation to pick up survivors from 
Japanese plane shot down., At 1159 U.S.S. LEXINGTON reported her 
fighters shot down one Japanese aircreft, ty~ "Betty". At 1201 
changed fleet course to 095 0 (T). At 1202 U.S.S. KNAPP again 
left formation to piCk up Japanese survivors. At 1217 U.S.S. 
DORTCll and U.S.S. GATLING left, formation to proceed on special 
picket duty. At 1317 U.S.S. LEXINGTON fighters shot down a 
Japanese type "Betty" aircraft and U.S.S. GA1'1ING directed to 
pick up survivors. lit 1350 U.8.3. KN;;PP rejoined formatton, 
having picked up five (5) Japanese survivors, and went alongside 
U.S.S. li:EXINGTON to deliver the prisoners. lit 1353 U.S.S. SOUTH 
DilKOTA sighted a Japanese type "Betty" !J.ircraft on the horizon 
bearing 200 0 (T), verified by this ship. 1~,02 U.S.S. LEXINGTON 
fighters shot down plane reportee, above. At 14;:13 U.S.S; GATLING 
directed to rescue one survivor from plane shot down at 1402, 
At 1930 changed fleet course left to 2600 (T). At 2310 Task Group 
58.2 reported surface contact 273 0 (T), distance 20.5 miles, 
identified as U.S.S. DORTCH and U.S.S. GATLING returning to forma­
tion from special picket duty. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 1 0 15.8' N. 
Long.c 141 0 25.4' E. 

27 April 1944 

1200 Position 

20 02.5' N. 
1420 11.1' E. 

2000 Position 

1 0 09.9' N. 
1440 00.1' E. 

Steaming as before in area to northwest of HillvffiOLT BAY 
as covering force f,OrTbsk J!'orce 77. Carrier Task Group operat­
ing independently but in supporting distance. At 0035 U.S. S. 

, DORTCH and U.S.S. GATLING rejoined formation and took stations 
previously assigned. At 0200 changed fleet course to 045 0 (Tl. 
Carriers maintained ASP and CAP throughout the daylight hours. 
At 1200 changed fleet course to 135 0 (Tl. l.t 1330 U.S.S. CAPERTON 
came alongside to starboard to deliver officer messenger mail, 
instructions for next operation and cleared side at 1343. This 
force 1S now on retirement course from area of operations in 
support of landing in HU1ffiOLT BAY Area, New GUinea, and proceed­
ing to, carry out operations, carrier air strike, on TRUE:. 
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< ~ ~ .,. 

0800 Posi ti on 

00 05.8', N. 
1460 51. 0' E. 

U .8.3. M.ASSACHUSETTS 

WAR DIARY 

28 i.pri1 1944· 

1200 Position 

10 18.1' s. 
1470 13.4' E. 

60/ahc 

2000 Position 

1 0 +26.3' s. 
llf 70 16.8' E. 

Steaming as beflore in company with Task Force 58 retiring 
to eastward from area of operations to northwest of HUMBOI,T BAY, , 
New Guinea, to rendezvous with Task Unit 50.17 for fueling prior 
to air bombardment of TRUK by carrier aircraft of Task Force 58. 
At 0545 U.S.S~ MASSACHUSETTS plus U.S.S. COl~;RSE andU.S.S. 
THATCHER left formation to proceed to SUDLER HARBOR, Admiralty 
Island Group, to rendezvous with U.S.S. INDIANA in accordance 
with ,instructions received from COmBatPac and orders of Commander 
Task Force 58. Set Course 1600 (T), speed 21 knots. At 0828 
changed course to 1650 (T). At 1200 launched two aircraft for 

. anti-submarine patrol and courier plane. At 1414 entered SEAbLER 
HARBOR and anchored in berth #11 at 1437. At 1447 U.S.S. CONVERSE 
came a10ngsi de to starboard to fuel, and to receive ComBatDi v 8 
and his staff for transfer to the U.S.S. INDIANA, anchored in the 
harbor. 1503 Commenced pumping fuel to the U.S.S. CONVERSE. at . 
1539 completed pumping fuel to the U.S.S. CONVERSE, having delivered 
42,620 gallons at 600 F. At 1541 Commander Battleship Division 
EIGHT hauled down his flag in the U.S.S. N~SSACHUSETTS and haisted 
his flag in the U.S.S. INDIANA. At 1542 U.S.S. CONVERSE cleared ' 
starboard side and went along!'lide the U.S.S. INDIANA. At 1732 
underway from berth 11, SEEADLER HARBOR, in company with U.S.S. 
Ih~IANA, U.S.S. CONVh~SE, U.S.S. THATCHER, U.S.S. PRITCHETT, and 
U.S.S. CASSIN YOUNG. 1816 Formed· column on course 0000 (T), order 
of ships U.S.S. INDIANA and U.S.S. l\1ASSicCHUSETTS with antisubmarine 
screen ahead, proceeding to rendezvous with Task Group 58.3. At 
1850 changed course left to 3500 (T). Speed 18 knots. At 2245 
reported possible surface contact bearing 0950 (T), 12,000 yards. 
At 2350 evaluated surface cont.act to be rain clOUd. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Posi ti on 

( 00 50.9' N. 
1480 54.0'E. 

29 April 1944 (East Longitude,) 

1200 Position 2000 Position 

30 11.6' N. 
1490 26.7' ,E. 

Steaming as before, proceeding to rendezvous with Task Group 
58.3. At 0000 changed course right to 0600 (T). At 0137 had 
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surface contact bearing 0410 (T), distance a2,000 yards, on course 'c.,' ",I, .. ' 
3500 (T) at speed of 25 knots. At 0210 lost contact bearing 0100 

(T) drawing left at range 34,000 yards. At 0635 sighted Task Group ",.";.~il! 
58.3 on horizon bearing 1000 (T), distance 20,000 yards. At 0652~' 
joined Task Group 58.3 and was directed to resume old station 4225 
in formation 5-Roger. Formation axis 000 0 (T) and formation speed 
10 knots for fueling operations on fueling course 0200 (T). At 
0850 U.S.S. n1ATOHER came alongside to deliver mail and cleared 
side at 0902. At 1°69 U.S.S. LEXINGTON reported two unidentified 
aircraft bearing 037 (T) and were shot down by Combat Air Patrol. 
Identified as Japanese aircraft, type "Betty". At 1333 fueling 
exercise completed. Tallkers cleared formation. j,t 1406 rotated 
formation axis to 0600 (T).· Set neet speed at 20 knots, steaming 
at fleet speed. At 1418 rotated fleet axis to' 0700 (T) •. Formed 
fleet disposition 5-Tare, on fleet axis 060 0 (Tl, fleet course 
0200 (T). Task Group 58.3 in station #1. At 1600 set all clocks 
ahead two hours to conform with zone -12 time. At 1904 U.S.S •. 
HEALY came alongside to port to deliver officer messenger mail and 
oleared side,at 1906. TaSk For~e 58 enroute to initial point for 
launohing of air bombardment of TRUK. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

60 07.1' N. 
1510 05.8' E. 

29 April 1944 (West Longitude) 

1200 Position 

60 39.0' N. 
1510 37.4' E. 

2000 Position 

60' 32.3'·'N. 
1500 29.8' E. 

Stesming as before in oompany with Task Group 58.3 in 
Fleet Disposition 5-Tare, with Task Group 58.2 to the north and 
Task Group 58.1 to south, enroute'tm initial point to southwest 
of TRUK to launoh air bombardments .against that base. ~leet and 
formation speed 20 knots and fleet and formation course 0200 (Tl. 
At 0000 set all olocks badk 24 hours to oonform with zone 112 time. 
Airorsi't operations were del§£yed due to weather fromt. At 0715 
·unidentified airoraft in vioinity replOrted by Task Group 58.2. 
At 0717 weather oleared looally, commenoedlaunching initial strike 
of fighter airoraft followea by bombers. U.S.S. PRINCETON main­
tained ASP and CAP throughout the day. Fighters enroute to target 
area reported groups of enemy fighters headed for formation. 
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Identified as Japanese, type "Oscar". Group engaged and several 
shot down by our fighters. At 0810 went to Air Defense for 
air attack. Set Material Condition Zebra. At 0815 observed 
gunfire on port bow from Task Group 58.2 and destroyers,of screen. 
Observed two aircraft fall as result of gunfire. Passed through 
heavy rain sqaall and on clearing a Japanese plane fleW over 
formation and was taken under fire by the U.S.S. ENTERPRISE. U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS could not fire, due to bearing. Aircraft identified 
as Japanese type "Oscar". At 0816 formed battle formation 5-Victor 
to repell air attack. At 0843 gainep. c~mtrol of the air. Formed 
cruising forn~tion 5-Roger, set Condition of Readiness One-Easy. 
Throughout the day conformed to the maneuvers of the carriers in 
launching and recovery of air strikes and patrols. At 1303 set 
Condition of Readiness II-Able. At 1552 observed TBF' crash in 
water off port bow, about 2,500 yards. U.S.S. ING~~SOLL recovered 
survivors. At 1656 U.S.S. PRITCHETT came alongside starboard 
quarter and transferred Lieut. (jg) F. A. L~'VINE, U.S.N.R., pilot 
of crashed plane from the U.S.S. LEXL,GTON, for medical treatment. ' 
Patient under observation for possible skull fracture.' 1959 
Aircraft operations for the day completed. Set course 2000 (Tl 
for retirement during the early night and enroute to launching 
pOint for air operations against 'l'RUK for D plus 1 day. This 
day was Dog Day. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

50 58.2' N. 
1510 27.7' E. 

30 April 1944 

1200 Position 

60 30.1' N. 
1510 49.3' E. 

2000 Position 

60 52.9' N. 
1530 21,.4' E. 

Steaming as before, enroute to initial point for Dog plus 
one day air strikes on TRUK. At 0001 U.S.S. Bu~ER HILL reported 
unidentified aircraft bearing 0330 (Tl, distance 31, miles, which 
faded from soreen at 0022 bearing 3040 (T), distance 34 miles. 
At 0030 U.S.S. LEXINGTON reported unidentified aircraft bearing 
1020 (T), 21 miles, on course 2040 \Tl, speed 115, which faded 
from screen at 0035. At 0130 changed course to 335 0 (T) to 
head for initial point for launching of aircraft. At 0730 CruDiv 
FOUR left formation to carry out assigned taSk, bombardment of 
SATAWAN ISLAND. At 0755 unidentified aircraft bearing 0480 (T), 
28 miles, closing formation. Went to Air Defense stations and 
set Material Condition Zebra. Aircraft launchings delayed due to 
weather. At 0811 weather cleared. Carriers cOlDmenced launching 
initial strikes for second day emr bombardment of TRUK. At 0847 
secured from Air Defense stations and set Condition of Readiness 
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File No. 
BB59/Al2-1/A16-3 

C':~ TIAl 

it S. 

U. S. S. MASSACHUSETTS 

WAE.· PURY / __ ' 

llllay 1944 

60/tt 

. 0800 Position 

Lat. 06° 54.0' N. 
Long.1550 46.1' E. 

l2pO Position / 

'070 OO.l'N. 
1570 00.7'E. 

osition· 

steaming in company with. Task Fo oe 58 assigried ·to Ta$'k .. ; 
Group 58.3, retiring trom area to southwestot TrUkAtoll, a~er 
oompletinga two day aerial bombardment ot Truk, Japane!;!, M;io.-· 
Paoifio stronghpld. TaS'kForoe.enroute to base. at Majuro ISland 

. Atol;t, Marshall Islands"ia ponape which will reoeive a ,surtlioe 
bombardment bY battleships and aerial bombardment by; a:!:ror_rt at 
1530 this date, Dog plus two day. Task. Group organiz;ation as 
1'ol~ows: 

Carrier Task Group Three (Task Group 58.3) 

(a) Carrier Unit (Task UnIt 58.3.51 .. Rear Admiral Reeves 

ENTERPRISE IF) (Air Group 10)' . . . 
LExINGTON (FF) , (Ail' Group 16) (CTF 58 - ViQe Admiral 
LANGLEY (Air Group 32) . MrrSCHER) 
PRIN.C]j!TON (Air Group 23) 

(b) S1lpport Unit . (Task Unit 58.3.11-·Vioe Admiral LEE 

(1) Battleships (Task Unit:>8.3.12) 

(2) 

.. 81394< 

BatDivS - Rear Admiral DAVIS 

U.S.S. INDIANA (F) 
U;S.S. MASSACHUSE'cl'TS 
U .S.S.NORT!! CAROLINA (FF)' 

BatDiv 9 - Rear .Adm"iral.HANSON 

U.S.S. SOUT!! DAKOTA (F) 
u. S. S • ALABAMA 

. . 

Cruisers (Task {Jnt'll :>8.1.l3)-Rear Admiral 

U.S.S~ LOUISVILLE (F)' 
.. U. S.S. ;'·PORTLAND. 

U.S.S.CANJ;lEaRA 
'. . 
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=~==,-,-==--,",T:.:a::.::s:::k:...U,;;.n::.i:.t"-"<.::.:.;,:;.z.,,,,,,",' - Capt ain S.R. Clark. 

DesRon 22 ~ Captain T.B. Dugan 
DesDiv ~ 

CHAR S AUSBURNE (SF) DYSON 
A.W. GRANT 

DesDiv 46 

CONVERSE(F) THATCHER 
SPENCE 

DesRon 50 
DesDiv 99 

C.K. BRONSON (SF) GATLING 
COTTEN DORTCH 

HEALY 

DesDiv 100 
COGSWELL (F) 
CAPERTON 
PRITCHETT 

lNGERSOLL 
KNAPP 
CA$SIN YOUNG 

MIff 

Commander Task Group 58.3 is Rear Admiral J.W. REEVES, Jr., U.S. 
Navy and immediate superior in oommand, Vioe Admiral M.A. MITSCHER, 
U.S.Navy in the U.S.S. LEXINGTON • 

. Task Group 58.3 in oruisingformation 5 Roge5 on base oourse 
1400 ('1') at fleet speed 18 knots. Formation axis 070 ('1'). U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS in station 4225.. Task Foroe 58 in orui!ling disposition 
5-Tare, axis 0700 ('1'). Task Group 58.3 in station #1'. Condition of 
radar silenoe #4 during darkness and #5 during daylight. Ship in Con­
Mt10n of Readiness II during darkness and. II Able during daylight. 
At 0400 ohangedf1eet oourse to .065 ('1') and changed speed to 20 
kilQts. Airoraft oarriers maintaining ASP and CAP during daylight 
hOUrs •.. At 0830 CruDiv 4 less the U.S.S.Il,'rDIANOPOLIS plus the 
U.S.·S. CANBERRA rejoined formation 'having 'Completed mission, bom­
ba.I'dlitent. of SA TAW AN Island. . At 0845 ComBatPao, Commander Ponape 
StrlkingFol'lle was direoted to prooeed with bombar.dment of PONAPE 
l$land. Battleships of Task Foroe formed oruil/ing formation 1-
Eaker, line of bearing of division guides frOm right to left Ba,tDiv 
7, S. and 9jsurrounded by destroyer anti-SUbmarine screen. Task 

,Group designation 58.7, officer in taotica1 command, Vice Admiral 
LEE, U.S.Navy in U.S.S.NORTH CAROLINA, assigne.d tactioal1y to .' . 
EatDiv 8. Direotion of formation course and axis 1000 ('1'). Standard 
speed' 15 knots, s.teaming at 1.8 knots. At 0923 U.S.S. CONNER re­
portedsigl,\tinga mine on port quarter. 0946 Column left to 075°{'r). 
At 0954 ols to 23 knots and oommenoed approaoh for bombardment of 
PONAPE Island. 1238 u.s.s. NORTH CAROLINA reported sighting enemy 
airoraft on port bow of formation. Went to air defenSe stations 
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- . o'$:!.7:1 "~' 1£ ' 'iJ tk~' ~ G~ \~I ~ ~1 ff.·u 
and set Material Readiness Zeb.;t,a. 1250 Plane identitied as 
triendly. ' Set Condition ot Readiness I Easy and material readi­
ness Yoke. 1251 Land sighted by lookout.s bearing 0450 (T), dis­
tanoe 45 miles, identitied as PONAPE Island. 1346 Battleship f 

Division Commanders direoted to take oharge and oarry out assign-. ~ 
ed mission in aooordanoe with Oommander Ponape Striking Foroe Opera 
tion Order IP-44. BatDiv 8 plus destroyer esoorts prooeeded to ~~_ ' 
initial pOint to arriv\il at l530Y, How hour tor the operation. At - ~ , 
1453 launohed two planes tor airoratt spots. 1530 How hour, oomm- ,', 
ence.d tiring at Langar Island. At 1550 ceased tire. U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS assUliled oountei'~battery ready duty trom 1550 to 1610. 
1611 Commenoed tir ing, target area to south ot, Ponape T.own. At 
1631 oeased tire, end ot,'t"d.re period three. At 1637 Commenced tire 
tor tire periGd tour. Oo'served destroyer on starboa.rdbow drop-
ping depth oharges. 1643 Emergenoy ships lett 1800 to 0400 (T). 
U.S.S. FRITCHETT and U.S.S. CASSIN YOUNG reported sight end sound 
oontao~ on submarine. Commander Ponape Striking Foroe ordered 
oease,tire as no suitable targets remained. Ammunition expended: 

87 Projeotiles,16"/45 Cal., H.C. Mk. 13-1 
87 Charges, 16"/45 Cal. 
73 SPD 3633 
13~sPD 3442 
~ SPD 4815".. '. ) 
29 PrOjectiles, 5"138 Cal. ,AA Com., Mk. 28 with BDF 13 

, SPD 4747, 11 SPDN 3024 ' 
29:Charges, 5"/38 CaL ,1 SPDN 2868, 2 SPDN 4115, lSPD 4977, 

. , 1 SPD 5026 

1655 Commenced retirement trom bombardment ar,ea. For detailed re­
port of bombardment see Commanding Of ticer's ,Aotion Repori,serial 
00201 dated 17 May 1944. 1208 Secured from General ~uarters and set 
Cond tion ot Readiness II Able. Reoovered ,two airoraft by the 
Charlie Method. Formed oJ;'uising formation I-Baker and oommenced 
retirement toward base at Majuro Atoll, Marshall Islands and ren-
dl\lzvous point with Task Force 58 on course 0900 (T) at speed 18 
knots. At 2353 ohanged speed to 20 knots. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 
, 

070 02.0' N. 
1610 19.4' E. 

, 2 May 1944 

1200 Position 

070 22.3' N. 
1610 51.1' E. 

2000:Position 

06g 09.6 N. 
163 28.7' E. 

Steaming as betore in company with Task Group 58.7 in 
19rmBtion I-B,aker on oourse 0900 (T) at speed 20 knots enroute to 
rendezvouswlth Task Force 58. At 0225, changed speel to 18 knots. 
At 0239 ohanged course to llS0 (T). At 0333 ohanged speed t(? 17 
knots. Atter daylight Tas.k Group 58.7 .disso1ved, units rejoin­
ing previous assigned Task Groups. U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS joined 
Task Group 58.3 end took previously assigned station 4225 in 
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. ~Qhri«nJa;~ bl ~ ~ ~ I.~;>~~ a~( 
. formation5-Roger. BatDiv NINE joined Task Group 58.1 
trogers. During forenoon Task Force fueled destroyers 
270 (T) at 10 knots. Fueled the follOWing ~estroyers 
the amounts indicated at 600F. 

U.S.S. THATCHER 
U.S.S. SPENCE 
U.S.S. DYSON 
U .S.S. GRANT 

49.210 gallons 
50.405 gallons 
54,315 gallons' 
33,640 gallons 

to fuel des­
on course 
delivering 

Transferred Lt.(jg) C.L. LOFTEN, AVN, U.S.N.R. and Lt.('j/HF.A. 
LEVINE,AVN, U.S.N.R. to U.S.S. THATCHER far 1"Urther tranaferto 
U.S.S. MONTEREY and U.S.S. LEXINGTON respectivliily. The format' 
was rescued from inside the .. lagoon at'fruk Atoll by Lt. C,C, .. 
AINSW()):!,TH, U.S. Navy attached to the U.S.S. MASSACHUSET'llS and the 
latter was reoeived on board for medical treatment after a forced 
laM.:I.ilg •. 1112 Fueling exerois.e completed. Changed standard and . 
fleet speed to 17 knots. 1200 Changed course to 125 ('1'). Resumed 

. retirement to base at Majuro Atoll, Marshall Island Group. . 

0800 PositIon 
Lat. 05° 06.5' N 

. Long. 1650 42.9";1 

J May 1944 
1200 Position 
0;° 52.0' N 

1660 25.7' E. 

2000 Position 
06° 35.3'N'. 

1680 25.2' E 

steaming e,s betore in oompany with 'l'a~ Group 58.3 in 
cruising formation 5-RogerODncourse 12,°('1') at 17 knots, retir-
ing to base at Majuro Atoll& MarshallIsland Group. At 0600 

f 

ohanged fleet oourse to 045 ('1'). Carriers launched aircraft for 
ASP and CAP and maintained them throughout. the daylight hours. At 
1205 changed fleet cOUl'l!Ie to 0700 ('1'). At 1349 conduct.ed routIne test 
of 5"/38 Caliber bat1(ery, Mark 32 fuse, lot yoke designated for test 
by U.S.S. MASSACHUSE1'TS by ComBatPac. Expended the following amm-
unition tartest: .. . .' 

25 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal. wit.h Mk. 32 fuse; lot "yoke". 
25 Charges, 5"138 Cal. SPD 4977. 

4 May 1944 

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position 

~tAnchor. Berth # 76, Majuro Atoll, Marshall Island Group. 

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.3 in cruising 
formatIon 5-Roger at 17 knots on course 070°('1') retiring to base 
at Majuro AtOll, Marshall Island Group. At 0515 changed fleet 
course to 0900 (T). At 0607 changed fleet course to 1150('1') • Carrier 
launched aircraft for antI-submarine patrol. 0640 Sighted land. 
Majuro Atoll, bearing l300 (T) •. 0724 O.T.C. ordered entry into 
port in accordance with plan. Formed column of .type. van to rear, 
Carriers, Battleships •. Cruisers followed by Destroyers. Destroyers 
form.ed sound lane for entry into port. At 0812 entranoes buoy 
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~;'~P"~L 
abeam'to port, and starboard. 0906 Anchored in berth #76, Majuro 
Atoll, Marshall Island Group.' Set the, Port War Watch and Material 
Condition X-ray. ,eommenced port routine, drills and training 
of personnel for operations at sea. Commenoed repairs, mainten­
ance and upkeep of machinery in preparation for operations at sea.! 
SOPA Administrative COIllSeron TEN in U.S.S. PRAIRIE, SOPA afloat 
ComBatPac in U.S~S. NORTH CAROLINA. , Aircraft making routine local 
training flights. At 1400 received YW92 alongside and delivered 
5,000 gallons of potable water 

Ship in material oondition X-ray during daylight hours and 
oondition yoke during darkness. Ship darkened at sunset except 
tor period of movies on topside. Ship in readiness for getting 
underway with 24 hours notice. 

,5 May 1944 

Anchored as before,., 

'I\t, 1707 reoeiVed U.S.S. MARIAS alongside to starboard. Com­
menced :fUeling ship. At 0945 cOmpleted f%el1ng ship having receiv­
ed 12,323 ,barrels of burnable:fUel at 60 F. Commenced unloading 
provisions and ammunition as directed byComBatPac. Delivered to 
U.,s.S. NEW JERSEY the follOWing ammunition: 

495 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal. AA Com., Mk.n fuse Mods. 
1, 2 and 4 with Mk. 20 BDF. 

250 Cartridges, 20MM, B~L.&P. 

To U.S. S. IOWA: 

495 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal. AA Com. with Mk. 32 fUse 
and BDF ' 

Transferred plane # 01413 to the U.S.S. IOWA and received plane 
# 5606 in exchange. 

0800 Position 

Lat. At Anchor 

6 May 1944 

1200 Position 

070 2l.0'N 
1710 l7.6'E 

:2000 Position 

'080 55.8'N. 
1730 00.6'E. Long. Majuro Atoll 

Anchored as before. At 0923 underway in company with Task 
Group 58.7 from Majuro Atoll, Marshall Island Group enroute to 
Pearl Harbor, T.H. in accordance with despatched, orders. 

• 

Task,Qroup orllianization 

Task Qroup 58.7 - Captain W.W. WARLICK, 
(a) Battleship. 

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS - Captab. W.W. WAl\LICK. 

(b) Carriers • 
U~S.S.YORKTOWN -.Captain R.E. JENNINOO. 

, "( 841 ' 
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(c) Destroyers 
Desron 6 

U.S.S. MAURY U.S.S. PRITCHETT 
U.S.S. McCALL U.S.S. GRANT 
U.S.S. GRIDEEY U;S.S. CASSIN YOUNG f 

.. U.S.S. CRAVEN 

U.S.S. ~~SACHUSETTS sortie delayed due to transfer of freight from 
U.S.S. PRAIRIE. Carriers and destroyers sortied and set oourse 
045 0 {T). At 1118 U,S.S. MASsACHUSETTS oleared harborentr,ance and 
set course 0300 { T}, zigzagging independently ,enroute to' join forma­
tion with carriers and destroyers at speed 22 knots. Set Condition 
of Readines.s II Able and mater'ial readiness "yoke". ·1215 U .S.S. 
GRIDLEY reported possible sound contact. Carriers and escorts turn­
ed right 90 degrees to course 1350 {T). 122b Took station in cruising 
formation 5-Roger, set fOrmation course 050 (T) at formation SPeed 
19 knots,standard~eed 18 knots. Formation axis 0600 (T) •. U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS in station 2000, U.S.S. yORKTOWN in station 0000, U.S.S. 
PRINCETON in station 2120 and U.S.S. MONTEREY in station 2240. Des­
troyers in anti-submarine screen un five circle. 1247 U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS designated formation guide. 'Carriers maintaining four 
plane anti-submarine p:;itro1 during daylight hours using "Baker Method" 
for launching and recovery. At 2000 set all clocks ahead one{l) hour 
to conform with zone 111'''X-ray'' time. 2119 Changed formation course 
to 0550

( T) • 

. . 08g0 Position 
Lat. 10 18.9' N. 
Long.1750 51.6' E. 

7 May 1944 

1200 Position 
100 43.8' N. 

177°02, •. 6' E. 

20g0 Position 
110 35.3' N 

179 25.3E . 

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.7 enroute to 
Pearl Harbor, T.H;. At 2100 changed course right to 0700 (T) and re­

. sumedzig-zagging. 0517 Surface contact bearing 0450 {T), distance 
, 21,000 yards on course 3300 {T), speed 12 knots identified as friend­
"ly. Carriers maintained four plane anti-submarine patrol throughout 
the daylight hours. At 2000 set all clocks ahead one-half{!) hour 
tciconform with zine .;. 10~ time. 

Lat. 
Ong. 

osgoPosition 
12 ' 45. 5 t N. . 

1770 19 .• 2''11. 

8 May 1944 

1200 Position 
160 13.1' N. 

1690 52.9' W. 

2000 Position 
17°08.7' N. 

1670 37.5' w. 

Steaming .as before. C~lUduc~ed surface tracking exercise 
Two Charlie during hour liJeforesunr~se, us~ng two destrouers as.' 
targets. During forenoon, destroyers in screen conducted ~xerc~se 
Twelve Charlie, :f.'iringmachine guns at towed sleeve •.. Carr~er ai::­
craft supplied the services. During the early afternoon the carr.~ers 
plus the U .S.S. MASSACHUSETTS fired machine guns at towed sleeve. Am­
munition e~ended: 

i396 Cartridges, 40MM, A.A. Mk. I Service. 
(85) 
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5879 Cartridges, 20MM, A.A. 4703, H.E.; 1176 H.E.T. 

At 1327 made radar centact en Jehnsen Island bearing 352e (T), dis­
tance 22 miles. At 1332 changed fer!l1atien speed te 18 knets. At 
1630 changedcpurse right, te 9720( T},. During late afterneen cen­
ducted fighter-director. and sneeper drill. At 2000 set all clecks 
ahead .one (1.) hour te cenform with zene plus nine and ene-half' 
(t 9!) time which is Hawaiian War Time. 

Lat. 
Leng. 

• 08g0 Pesi iion 
'18.0 08.4' N. 
164 20.1' w. 

10 May 1944 

1200 Positien 
180 29.8' N. 

1630 10.8' W. 

2000 Pesitien 
190 19.6' N 

160.0 48.9' W. 

Steamillg as befere. At 0055 made surface contact bearing 
084e ( T), distance 26,800 yards identified as f:l'iendly perces at 
0100. At 0104 changed ceurse left te 0400 (T) to avoid surface 

( centact and resumed course 072e ( T) at 0115. Cenducted. surface 
tracking exercise hour before sunrise, U.S.S. GRIDLEY target vessel. 
At 0605 made surface radar contact bearing 172e (T) , distance 22 
miles and identified as friendly. Carriers maintained anti-sllh­
marine patrol and services fer Gunnery exercises. At 0630 Des­
troyers in screen conducted exercise 12 Able .•. At 0940U.S.S. 
YORKTO'WN and U.S.S.MONTEREY reported an undentified plane 057°(T) 
distance 60 miles, identified as friendly at 0946. 1055 Destroyers 
completed exercise 12 Able. 1103 Formed special fermation for· 
exercise 12-Charlie, heavy ships in column, dif\tance 1000 yard:jl 
destroyers on straight line screen. At 1222 Completed light and, 
heavy. machine gun practice. Formed. cruising; fermati0I),5-Roger. 
At 1319.Formed column .of lieavy ships for 5"/38 Calibe1' battery 
"Baker" practice; U.S·.S. MASSACHUSETTS and·U.S.S. YORKTOWN firing. 
1515 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTScollllltenced firing.c..At 1535 cempleted 
exercise, formed cruising formation 5-Roger. Carriers commenced 
fighter-director and snooper drill.' . 

Ammuni tion expended in training: . 
70 P.rojectiles, 5"/38 Cal. A.A, Com. Mk. 31, Mod 10 
70 Charges, 46 SPD 4977 

22 SPD 4747 
1 sm 4937 
ISPDN 3024 

897, Cartridges, 40MM, A.A, Mk. 1 
10,000, Cartridges, 20MM 

At 1646 Changed for~ation course to·0700 (T). At 2035 made Burface 
contact bearing 165 (T),. distance 15 miles, identified as friendly 
at 2058. 2105 Friendly planecross6d formatiin ahead frem starboard 
to port. At 2127 changed standard speed to 15 knots and steaming 
at standard speed 

• ( 86) 7 
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0800 Position 

Lat. 200 51.0' N 
Long.158° 18.5' W 

. 

6O/ff 

11 May 1944 

1200 Position 2000 Position f 

Moored in berth Fox - 3 
, Pearl Harbor. T.H. 

Steaming as before. At 0300 changed course left . ..t.o 0350 ( T) to " 
make landfall on Oahu Island, T.H. Ato0425 made surfaoi radar 
contact on friendJ:y forces bearing 080 (T). distance 14 miles on 
course 0750 ( T) at speed 12 knots. Contact turned and paralleled 
th~s formation course. , At 0626. daylight. formed formation 6 .. Sugar 
l'l.ea.:VY"~:J,ps in 2000 yard square with destroyer secreen ahead for 
purpose "of, firing surprise fire- at sleeves towed by, shore based aIr­
oratlisimulating bombing and torpedo atta6ks. ,All ships fired at 
favorable runs. Launohed two Eingfisher aircraft for local training 
flights. 0828 sighted land. Qahu Iflland, T.H., dead ahead •. At 
0901 oeaaed present exeroise and 1'ormed oruising 1'ormation 5-Roger. 
Ammunition expended 1'ortraining: ' ' 

38 Projectiles. 5"/38 Cal. AA CoM. Mk. 31,..10 
15 PrOjectiles, 5"/38 Cal. AA Com.,Mk. 29' BDF 

, 53 Charges. 5"738 Cal. 41 SPD 4977 ' 
11 SPD 4747 

1 SPD 3024 

At 0928 changed course into the ~ind to 055
0

(T). 'Alloatni'iers 
launched all their ai:rcraft to base on land. At'lOOO c/o le1't ' 
to 0000 1'or entry into port. Went to air defense stations for ' 
entry intb port. Entr¥ delavyed fOI: ! .h,oull by Channel Control Post. 
Changed oourse to 0700 {T). At 1020 executed signal enter port, order 
of entry. BB, CV. CVLs and DDs. Commenoed making various-courses 
and speeds to approaoh swept ohannel and to conform with Pearl 
Harbor entrance channel. At 1201 moored in nest. starboard side 
to port side of U.S.S. COLORADO, U.S.S. WASHINGTON inboard of 
U.S.E!. COLORADO in berth Fox -3, Pearl Harbor, T.H. withe~ght 
manila lines and two wires'. Set the Port War Watoh in conformanoe 
with looal instructions of readiness, readiness oondition #4. Com­
menced making voyage repairs, routine upkeep, and maintenance. Com­
menced loading spare parts and, navy yard overhaul material in 
storage for this vessel at Pearl Harbor Navy Yard. 

Lat. ' 
Long. 

OEOO Position 

12 May 1944 

FOO Position 

Moored in berth Fox ": 3, ,Pearl 
Harbor. T.H. 

2000 Position 

21°28.2' N 
1570 30.5' W 

Moored as before. 1613 Underway'from alongside U.S.S. 
COLORADO in berth Fox 3, Pearl Harbor. T.H.' in. company with U.S.S. , 
THOam.: and U.~.S. Le HARDY as Task Group 12.1, 'rask Group .Commander, 
Capt~7n W.i~ l'l'ARLICK, U.S.Navy in the U.S.S. ],tt..SSACHUSETTS, enroute 

(8·7) 
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U. S. S. MASSACHUSETTS ( 

. ",', J\J WAR DIARY .0 

. tJ ~ ~:fCii ~ 'is 

to escort until darkness. U.S.·S. mORNE escort until arrival . . .' 
to Puget Sound Navy ykrd; Bremerton,Washington. U.S.S. LE BARDYI -.,' 

Navy Yard, there to· proceed to Navy Yard, Mare Island, California. . 
At 1705 passed Pearl Barbor entrance buoys abeam to port and . f ~." ' .. 
starboard. At 1714 cleared swept channel, set course l27°(T). U.S.S. . 
THORNE on starboard bow, and 1). S.S. LE HARDY on port bow. Standard ' . ! 
speed 15 knots, steaming ast 15.8 knots.' 1716 Set' Condition of Read~",~~j '. 
ness II Able and Material Headiness Yoke.' Rada;r Condition of Silence ~, 
#5 and Aircraft Readiness #13. At 1731 C/C left to0070(T) and took ., 
departure from OahU, T.H. For~tion zig-zagging continuously at 
U.S.S. THOmqE maximum speed with one engine in cruising combination. 
Other engine damaged. At 0000 set all olooks ahead one-half lk) 
hour to oonformwith zone plus nine (19) time. At 2230 C/C right 
to 0320 ( T). At 2306 detaohed U.S.S. LE l::!ARDY to prooeed as previously 
instruoted. 

0800 Posi t'ton" 
Lt. 230 53.7' N. 
Long •. 1550 55.3' W. 

.13 FrlaY 1944 

1200 Position 
240 44.6'N. 

1550 16.5' w. 
2'000 Position 
260 15.1' N. 

1530 56.9' w. 
. Steaming as before. During afternoon fired routine test 

of 5"/38 Caliber Mk. 32 fused projectiles. Ammunition expended for 
Test: . 

144 

144 

Projeotiles,5"/38 Cal. ilACommon with Mk. 32 
fuse.· 
Charges, 5"/38 Cal., 78 SPD 4997 

1 SPD 4937 
64 SPD 4747 

lSPDN 3219 

At 1755 ohanged oourse right to 0390 ( T). At 2000 set all olooks ahead 
one half \k) hour to oonform to zone plus 8k time. 

Lat. 
Ong. 

0800 Position 

28° 33.2' N. 
1510 49.9' W. 

14 May 1944 

1200 Position 

290 19.8' N., 
151° 06.3' W. 

2000 Position 

300 52.2' N. 
1490 39.0' W. 

Steaming as before. 0008 Made surface radar contaot bear-
ing OOOol T), distance 12 .miles. Made emergency ships right 900 to 
avoid.' At 0015 contaot identified as friendly. Resumed zig-zagging 
on base oourse 039°\ T). At 0639 ohanged oourse right to 0400 ( TJ. At 
2000 set all clocks ahead one half hour to oonform to zone I 8 (Unole) 
time. At 1430 fired a no-load shot from starboard catapult to test 
new cable which replaced one that kinked in previous no-load test on 
morning of 11 May 1944. Test satisfactory until a dead load shot 
can be made. 

•• \ 88) 
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15 May 1944 

OBOO Pos.i.tion 1200 Position . 2000 Position 

Lat. 
Long. 

330 '06.0' N. 
1470 29.5' W. 

.;. -

35 0 17.4' N'. ~.1 
144

0 
55.5' W·. =~l~i " 

St'6aming as before. At 064B mad.~. radar contact and sight- . -, 
ed surface .. vessel bearing ll30rT), distanc'lf',)).oOO yards on .' " 
parallel and opposite course. At 0700 sighted escort with above 
contact bearing 1400(T), distance about 17 miles. At 1320 changed base cl 
base course to 044°( T). At 1905 made surface radar c,ontact bear-
ing 1040(1'), distance 33,600 yards on course 2300\'r) at speed 16 . I' 

knots. Identified as friendly. 

OBOO I'osition 

Lat. 370 27.0' N. 
. Long. 1420 19~B' W. 

16 May 1944 

1200 Position 

3Bo 04.6' N. 
141 27.9' W. 

2000 Position 

390 31.4' N • 
;1390 39.5' W. 

Steaniing asb~fore. At 1354 changed course left to 0420( T) .' 
At 2000 set all clocks ahead one half hour (~) to conform to zone 
(t 7l) time •. 

17 May 1944 

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position 

. Lat. 41° 37.5' N. 
Long.137° 07.3' W. 

Steaming as before. At 0654 changed course to 0490 (T). At 
0930 passed U.S.S. U.S.GRANT (AP-~9) abeam to starboard, distance 
3700 yards on opposite course. At 1?15 made radar surface contact 
bearing 04BO( T), 'distance 30,600 yards on course 1200 ( T), speed 
13 knots. At 2012 changed course to 050 0 (T). 

0800 Position 

Lat. 450 23.6' N. 
.Long. 130° 34,5 t w.· 

18 JliIay 1944 

1200 Position 

460 01.4' N. 
1290 33.5' w. 

2000 Position 

470 11.3' N. 
1270 22.9' w • 

'. Steaming as before. At OB52 c~ed course to 04 7°( 'r}. At 
1300 set all. clocks ahead one half ho.ur( l!) .to conform with zone 
(f q).(Tare) time. At 1455 made contact with U.S.S.'HATFIELD, an 
addi tional escort provided by ComT!iestSeaFron for entry into port. 
U.S.S. HATFIELD took station in anti-sumbarine screen on port· 
bQvr. At 1547U.S.S.·K-51 (Blimp) reported for an anti-SUbmarine 

.·(89) 
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patrol and departed after dark. At 1900 changed course to 

19 May 1944 

OBOO Position 1200 Position 2000 

Straits of Juan de Fuca and Puget Sound 

, Steaming as before. Made various surface contacts while enter­
ing the Straits of Juna de Fuca. At 0342 made land fail, sighting 
Tatoosh Light bearing 06B.50 (T). At 0517 passed Tatoosh Light bear­
ing lBOO( T) distance 4.5 mil,es and cOIll11lEmced making various courses 
and speeds to proceed to the Puget .sound Navy Yard arriving at Res­
toratioiLPoint at 1600. At Port Angeles, Washington, Navy Yard 
Representatives came on board for conference while entoute to the 
yard. OB32 U.S.S. THORNE was ordered to carry out her basic orders, 
duty with Task Group 12.1 completed. At 1356 U.S.S. HA.TFIELD was 
detached to proceed as previously directed, present duty completed. 
At,1705 anchored in Sinclair Inlet, Bremerton, Was4ington for un­

,loading a=unition prior to entry into the Navy Yard for yard ,availa­
bility. COIll11lenced unloading all a=unition for transfer to Naval 
AIlIlllunition Depot, Puget Sound. SOPA COIlllllanding Officer in U.S.S. 
West Virginia. 

20 May 1944 

At anchor in Sinclair Inlet, Puget Sound unloading 8mmunit­
ion for storage at Naval AIlIlllunition Depot, Puget Sound, during Navy 
Yard availability. period. At 0515 completed unloading ammunition. 
At 1300 underway for pugElt Sound Navy Yard and entered drydock 
# 5 at 135$. Reported"to COIll11landant, Puget Sound NavyYa;J:'d for 
repair and alterations as authorized by ComSerForce, Pacific. At 
1500 transferred aviation unit to Naval Air Station,SanPoint, 
Seattle, Washingtonrduring yard availability period. At 1510 
connnenced Navy Yard routine" Port Watch set, granting leave and 
liberty to Glfficers and crew maintaining SUfficient personnel on 
board to carryon Navy Yard work and sending personnel to train­
ing schools available in the United states. 

Approve 

21 May to 31 May 1944 

Drydocked as befo;J:'e. 

• i1 , 

Captain, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding. 

.. 

~~g~, ' 
Connnander, U.s.Navy; 
Navigator. 

II 
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Yard workmen on boa1:'d continuing to complete uneompleted work. 

14 JULY 1944. 

Allehoredas before. OS40 Completed loading complete allowance t ..... ' 

of ammunition. 110S. Seventy-six yard workmen reported aboard for wor:\'" . 
while e:a;route Port Angeles, Washingtoll. 1105 Black Ball Line Ferry . 
came alongside,. starboard side to deliver draft of men for 5th Amphib~_ .~. . 
ious Forces, reporting to U. S.S.· MASSAC.H.USETTS for transportatlo11 •. At - ...• ".-~.i\), 
1415 Black Ball Ferry cleared starboard side. 1417 Underway from " 
Sinclair Inlet, Puget Sound,' Washington anroute to Degall,ssing Range at 
Point Jefferson, Puget So,wil.,q" Washington for calibration of Degaussing 
equipment. At 1543 Commenced running Degaussing range and completed 
all runs aDd calibration at 1653. At 1653 Commenced making various 
courses a.m.d· speeds proceeding to area for standard compass compensation 
and Radio Direction Finder calibration •. At 1714 Oommenced compass com­
pensation a.m.d Radio Direction Finder calibration. At 1800 completed 
compass compensationa.m.d swinging ship for deviations. Continued 
swinging ship for Radio Direction Finder calibrations. At 1945 Radio 
Direetion Find.er calibration completed for the day. Commenced making 
various courses and speeds to conform with waters of Puget Sound pro-
oeeding to Port Townsend, Washington' to anchor for the night. At 
2136 anchored ill berth 22, Port Tovmsend, Washington • 

. 15 JULY 1944. 

Allehored as before. At 0605 UJ;iderway from berth 22, Port Town­
send, Washington to proceed to vicinity to .north of Point.Dungeness 
to cOlltinueRadio Direction Finder calibrations. Making various 
courses and speeds to conform wi th channel and waters of Puget Sound. 
At 0718 commenced swingiilg ship for Radio Direction Finder calibra­
tions. 1200· Completed Radio Direction Finder calibrations. 'At 1202 
Commenced tiiking measured range data at speeds of 15,20 and 25 knots 
and completing all runs at 1532. Commem.ced making various coUrses 
and speeds to enter Port Allgeles harbor, Washington to discharge Navy 
Yard workmen on board, completing uncompleted work. At 1636 anchored 
in berth #4, Port Angeles, WaShington. 1900 Underway from berth #4, 
Port Allgeles', Washington enroute to Pearl .liarbor, T.R. in acoordance 
with despatch orders reoeived from CincPac. Making.various.courses 
and speeds to olear the anchorage.U.S.S. ROWE and U.S.S. CUS.liING 
re-port~d for duty as escorts. )formed Task Grou.p 12.5, Captain W. W. 
WARLICK in U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS, Task; Group Commander. Immediate 
Superior in Command 1s CillcPac.. 1930 set course 2900 ( T) and stud­
ard speed 17 knots. ::>hip in mat-erial condition of readiness "Yoke". 
Condition of Neadiness II A modified to conform with standard require­
ments. Formation zig-zaggim.g. 

Lat. 
Long. 

. 0800 Position 
470 31.4' N. 

12S0 27.6' 1'1'. 

• 

16 JULY 1944. 

1200 Position 
460 55.1' N. 

1210 49.1~ W. 
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Steaming as before 8nroute Pearl Harbor in oompany w.ith U.S.S. 
ROWE and U.S.S. CUSHING. At OS03 sighted a floating mine, Position 
470 31.4' N, Position 12So 27.6' W., identified by screen as Navy 
Type S7 mine. At 1300 changed course to 2300 (T). 

La1;. 
Long. 

0800 Position 
430 26.0' N. 

1350 41.1' w. 

17 JULY 1944. 

1200 Position 
420 47.9' N. 

1360 46.S' W. 

Steaming as before. At 0630 cis to lS knots. During the day 
oonduoted exeroise II E, surface radar tracking exeroise. Boresight-
ing and direotor ohecks for main and seoondary batteries. At 20001 
set all olooks baok one half hour, (i) to conform wi th zone I- 7i War 
Time. At 220 changed ~urse,to 2240(T). 

Lat. 
Long. 

osgo Position 
38 43.6' N. 

1420 OS.9' W. 

lS JULY 1944. 

1200 Position 
37° 54.3' N. 

143° OS.9' W. 

2000 Position 
360 19.2' N. 

1450 02.0' w. 
Steaming as before. At 0215 U.S.S. ROWE left fOi'mation to take 

position for exercise II'E during hour before sunrise. At 0733 ohanged 
course to 2270(T). During forenoon oontinued bore sighting and director 
cheeks for main and seoondary batteries. During afternoon.fired struot­
ural and test firings for . machine gun batteries. At 2000 set all 
0100ks baok one half (i) hour to oonform with zone I- S time. At 2030 
U.s.S. CUSHING made night torpedo attaoks for drill purpose in 
traoking and illumination. 2249 clc to 2230 ( T) • 

OSOO Position 
Lat. 336 45.4' N. 
Long. l4So 19.1 W. 

19 JULY 1944. 

1200 Position 
330 02.7' N. 

149° 02.9' W. 

2000 Position 
310 22.2' N. 

1500 35.7' w. 
Steaming as before. At 0200 U.S.S. CUSHING left formation to 

take. posi tion for exercise IIE'. Conduoted exeroise IIE prior. to 
s,unrise. During forenoon cataPulted and recovered P1anes.'Planes 
acting as target planes for traoking runs and radar calibrations. At 
0724 ohanged course to 2l90(T).· During the aftern00n catapulted and 
reoevered planes. Plane servio es ,for machine gun firililg by all 
units in company. Planes dropped smoke flares for surface targets 
for 5"/3S Caliber firing by all units in company. At 2000 set all 
clocks back one half (i) hOur to oonforin wi th zone I- Sla War Time. At, 
2115 U.S,S. ROWE left formation to condllot night torpedo attack and ' 
target tor night illumination drill. 2205 Fired night starshell illum­
inationpraotioe, oeasing fire at 221S. At 2306 cis to 17.5 knots. 

• 
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20 .JULY 1944 

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position 
Lat.· 28° 40~0' N. 270 55.6' N. 250 49.2' N., . 
Long. 1530 08.2' W. 153

0 
42.3' w. 1550 06.1' w. -\" 

Steaming as betore. At 020QU .S.S. ROWE lett formation for ;.~_~. '-..i\ 
exeroise IIE oo:adu~ted during hour prior to sunrise. During forenoon ~, 
fired Exeroise 12 A. maohine gun firing at towed sleeve, towed by 
ship's aircraft. J)uring afternoon the same exercise wasconduoted. 
After dark fired test firing of starshells. 1510 C/C to 2l00 ( T). 
At .2000 set all olocks baok one (1) hour to oonform with zone ~9i 
wartime. Ammunition expended for the training exercises for tP.e 
day: 

Lat. 
Long. 

3098 Rounds 40MM (HEI) 
2769 RoUnds 20M}.[ (HEI) 

46,,/RoUllds 20MM (HJ!:T) 
10 Charges, 5"/38 Cal. SPD 4977. 
10 ProJectiles, starshell. 

8 Rounds 40MM for test. 

0800 Position 
. 220 47' N. 
1570 00.5' w. 

21 JULY 1944. 

1200 Position 
22° 02.6' N • 

1570 28.5~ w. 
2000Pos i tion 
Pearl Harbor 
Berth Fox 2. 

Steamil1g as befere. At 0430 Made radar contact with smUlated 
pre-dawn attaokgroup bearing 2400 (T) , distance 44 miles. Planes 
approached on various courses and made various torpedo attack and 
bombing attack runs until sunrise. At 0807 oatapulted planes for 
flight to Pearl Harbor. At 0830 went to. General ~uarters for Main 
Battery offset oalibration firing. 0930 Commenced firing Main Batt-. 
ery, calibration practioe completed. Seoured from General ~uarters 
alid set Condition Ill. From 1330 to 1630 services were provided by 
shore based aircraft to fire 5"/38 Caliber Battery and Machine Gun 
Batteries at towed sleeves. Baker George and Tare rWile were firM. 
At 1545 completedfiringe on all batteries. At l730entered Pearl 
Harbor entrance chann~l making various courses and speeds to oonform 
wi th the channel. At 1819 moored in berth Fox-2, Pearl Harbor, T .H. , 
Task Group 12.5 dissolved. Reported to CincPac for duty. Transferred 
961 men 01' 5th Amphibious .I!'ourDraft ashore. ::Jet the port war watch 
and material condition "Yoke" at ldght, and X-ray during daylight. 

22 JULY 1944. 

'Meored in berth Fox 2, Pearl Harber, T.H. At 1522 underway for 
Berth .Ba:ker 17. Pearl Harbor Navy Yard, Pearl harbor, T.R. for lim! ted 
availability period to complete work not completed by the Navy -Yard. 
Puget Sound •. 161. Lj. Moored in berth J:laker17. Port watches secured dU. r-r 
ing stay in learl Harbor. Anti-aircraft batteries in Condition I fram ~ 
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6O/ff 

1 hour before sunrise to 0800 daily. Material aOll.ditioll. "toke" set 
during darkness and X.ray during daylight period. 

23 JULY 1944. 

Moored as before •. 0233 went to General~uarters upon reoeipt 
of an alert from ComliawSea Froll.tier. Made all preparations for 
getting underway. At 0854 seoured from al art. Set port 'watoh an.d 
resumed normal routine of training. upkeep and repair of personnel 
and material. . 

23 JULY to 31 JULY 1944. 

Moored as before. 

• • I.""', ....... 
Captain. U.S.Navy. 
Cormnanding • 

,. 

.j 

'\.1 
';."'--".::- -;:";"\" 

7 

, 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


.~. ;-----

, 
"' . 

• 

" 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


:f 

/ .. ---, ---:--- ----.,- - ---------.--, 
. : ~ 

/ 

File No; ~ 

BB59/ .A12-l!.A16 ... 3 

U. S. S. MASSACHUSETTS· 

CO'i tAL WAR DIARY 
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1 August 1944-

Moored starboard side to Berth 17, Navy Yard, Pearl He:rbor, 
T •• H. for repairs 8J1d aiteratlons as' authoriZed byC~der -
Sei'vi~e foroe, . Pacific. ~ COllllllan'der in Chief, U.S. Plicific Fleet 
and various Pacific Fleet units present. At 1139 wade:rwayanCi. 
staiN-illg0utotPeal'l HarbOr; CGIIIlriRndittg,'9tticer,MASSACHUSETTS . 
is Commander . Task Group l2.7.U.S'.S,;·SMITH. ~LAMS0N'J!'LUSSERand 
DRAY'l'ONltccompany 'the MASSACHUSETTS in .T .• G~ 12.7, unll8r orCi.ers. \ ~ <\;' 
a:i1Ci.routi:ngof COllll!laJlder Hawaiian $;aa 1l'ro:ntier,enroute Eniwetok '-~ 
Atoll, _:rahall I.s1ands •. ' At 1345 Commenced period Of training in 
area ',so'\1,th ~'9f Oahu. . Servie~sprovide'd by'"; G0Illll1ander . Hawaiian ~ Sea' 
F;r-Gntier. At 151$ CoIlll!ienc~d)4/11.inand Secondary :Battery cal!bra-
ti0n practices.· At 1814 completedfil'ings.·· At 1911 fired 5" . 
high. altitude practice, .. At 2125 .. carried out night battle indoct-
rination practice (Main and SecQndary batteries).. . 

2090 Position 

200 :21~91 N 
15'70 47.3-!· W 

2 August 1944 
. .. 

. ~ 

Steelriing as before. At 0710 commenced 5"anCl;l1gh't A.A. ~ 
. firings at sleeve and drone targets. At 1445 -re:pe:ll'6d~sim.uated 

ail' atta.ck by HawaUansea Frontier airoraft.· At 1535 one plane 
of att'aeking foreecrashed and sau to starboard. At ,1555 came 
to course 2720(T). and speed l8~lqlots. (i)ommeneed zi~zaggi1ig in­
accordance with Plan lOZ •. Scr&enplaeed in accordaneewithstand­
ard plans (U.S.F. lOA) •. 1This Sliip:basically in C011dltioll II at ' 
nightaJild Condition IIli.n' dayt'ime.· ~ . 

0800 Position 2000 Position 
, 

200 282' N 200 40;0' N 19Cil39.7' N 151ftiJm ~5:':::'~9: 157· .D.?' W 

89254 Steaming as):)efore. At 0200 changed course to 265 0 ('1'1. 
At 0315 planes ofU.S.S~ INDEPENDENOE simUlated search and attack 
On~ this grou,p. Launel1ed a1rc.raft ali.d firell, machine glm batteries 
dlU'ing the cllays drills.' At.1556 Changed eOUl'$e to 2600 ( '1'). At 
2000 Changed time ZOM to zGineplus ten (flO)~' At 2100 U~S.S. .' 
FLUSSERaetedas tars~t fo,," torpe.dO attack exerciS.e. Fired 5" 
star $e:Lls f,oir illumination... . 
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(lsal:';) Pea-iilion 

190 53.1' N 
1620 25.5,' W 

OSOOPpsitien 
: .. -.' 

19.0 0005' 1'1 
169020.M· W 

Al 
U~S.S~MASSAOlmSETTS 

WAR BURY 

1200 Pbsiti.on. 
. , 

19° 51;..7' N 
16}0 24.0' W 

4 August 1944 

1200 Position, 

ls0 49.3' N 
1700 23" W 

60ltt 

. 2000 Positi@m. 

190 • 32.0' N 
16,0 45.1' W, . 

2000 Position 

180 ;L7~3' N 
172°52.2', ·w· 

ste~ng8:1J. before. Exerei$ed.a.tQIUlllEiry,Dri11sduring the 
day including 51! aad1ight,A~A.. til-ings. Oatapul ted <and recovered 
planes. At 1147 changed courSe to. 25S0(T). At :2000 Cha:nged to .' 
zOlleplusten (flO) and one-l\.aU H) time. At 2100 tired 5" 111-

I. uminatillln practice. 

, . 

, oSG(jPosi tion 
, , . 

.,17° 33.3' N 
i76G 27.4' W 

, . 

1202 Position 

. .. 170 ::L3~3' 1'1 
1.770 32.9' W 

2000,PosUillln 

'16° . 51.1' N 
1790 4S.3~ w 

Steeming.asbefore .• '" At 0000' .changed ... course to 257°( T) • 
Exerciseda.t Gunnery . .a.nd. Tactical. Dr111s. during the day. L8.unel).ed 
andrecoyered airora.ft. At 2000. ch8.ne;ed to zone plus'eleven, (,£11) 
time. At 2117 changed course to 25~0\ T) '., ' ' . 

I:';)SOOPosition 

, 1,055.,' N 
.1760 33 • .)tE 

6 August 1944 

1200 Position 

, ,1,03,.2' N 
1750 34.2' E ., ' .', - -' 

2000 Position. 

';:L4°54~;J N 
1~30 OS.HE 

Steaming as be.tore. Exe~iBed a.t GUrinery and Tactical l>rills 
auring the day • Launchedlllld recovered aircraft. F1recB. machine 
gun batteries at towed sleeves •. At 1.7.50 changed oourseto 2540 l T) • 
At 20000hanged to zone plus.e1even til 11) and one-haUli) time.:, 

, 
,(')SOO Pod tion 

. 7 Allg\llilt 1944 

1200 Position 

130 42.7'N 
168111 .47.5' E 

2000 Position 

13002.3' N 
166° 37.(HE 

, , . Steamitts as bet ore • Latqlohed andrecoveretl a.ircraft ~At 
16(j).~ ... c~ed course to 251o(T). At 2000 changed to zone phs. 
tvf@tve (,£ .12)tlme. . , ,. . . ", " • • 
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. U .S.S. MASS:A.ClHUSMTS 

WAR DIARY 

~,:Altgust1944 

60/1'1' 

El690 POS:l.t101k.· '120G POlJltion 20GO ~,Qs1tion 
. -"':. -.' 

110 42' N 
16~o 17.6']1; 

Anchore4i1llilertl1,.42~,.Eni~et~k Atoll, 
Marshallm$l:and;wJ£h'oup. 

. .' - '. . 

. . steal!li~u, bef~e. At 0100 cha1'1ged CGUrseto2460 ( T.) • At 
05'5;sOlll1C1;'$dGen.ral'~llarters;.'eCU1'ed at· 0650., At083G.laun<)hed 
tweaireraft toranti-sumnarilill& pf;trol.At ~956 sighted ,Eniwetok 
][slUd, beariDg 29-1 O(.T). Unl'\i$ of Task For<)6 5S. observed enterillg 
tlleatoll.P.as$Ell:;·Beacoi/. "]!lasy" abealn to starboard ,at 1157 and en­
tered Eniwetok Atall. At 1~~7 anchored l.:n B.erth 423, EliJ.1wetok . 
Atol,}...Task, Gt'Gllp 12.7d1ssolved in accQ·rdUeeWithC1:rlcpac 310215; 
~SAeIDJSE~ l$eel1lllle unit of Fifth Fleet.·AdministrativeSOPA is . 
9 __ roJi TEN1n U.S~S. PRAIRIE. Set the Port War watch and collllllanced 
f~l1OW1ng norma.1port ,routinet U.S~S. 'J:'li'PAlWlNAC}t: calne alongside 
to,'skrboard for f\iellngoporations, del1vering3S00 gallons aviation 

, , g!i.jilOl;lne anCl; 9564, barr,els,fuel oil at S50F • Recieved dr~ft, of olil.e' 
, h\1l1cl1.;rellninehell men aboard for duty. At 2400 Changed to zone minus 
, , eleven' time l-ll) • 

• r 

10 August to l6.August 1944 

Anchoredim: Berth 423. EnlwetokAtoll, Marshall ISlandG:roup. 
l10rtWar Watch is, set1norma.lpCi)rtroutine bElUg followElIl. :Making 
111lpreparatl.Gnstorsea.,and .. _lntaining.,a.,seheduleof~epa11:,main­
tenanceancil.upkeepot ..... equ1pment as permitted by Condition of Readi .. 
ness '. tor .. getting. undemvay:. CQnduc.ting"'routinEltraiIl1lilg,-' drill and 
reereat101il s<lhedllle. . ' .' .' ". '. 

·Onll . .Aug~st 1944 at 0920, U.S.S; WASHINGTON; U.S:S.nmIANA, . 
11.S.S • .AI.ABAMAandU.S.S. J;OWA stood in tG anchor. l':resent CeiDBatPao 
Iii. WASHINNNand aom.Bat»i v' EIGll'l' ·in INDIANA. . " . 

On ll? . ..Au.gu.st 1944 'at 1710 U.S.S. C~IFORNIA. U.S.S. ,.T.ENN)!SSEE 
and U .S.S. llOJ.'WLULUstGod into the harbor and anohored in assigned 
berths. . . c • . 

. . Qn14 August 1944. at OSOO as.si:illled duty as Radar Guardship. Re­
lieved of Radar .Guard Duty on 10 August at OSOO by U.S.S. ALABAMA. 

17 August 1944 

. Anelaored as before. At 0800,' pu.rsuantto COlllIDlUillerTask Foree 
,Fift .. y lli8h, t'. s 1 ... 2, 2)iM. bec)aln, •. El a 1m,' ,it Of. T,.ask,GrOl1P ,S.,. lte.ar Admiral 
Sherman inlJ.S.S. ,EX, .. oommand1ng. Includei il1.TaskG;rollp ,8.) arEl 
U.S.S. Ei3i3EX, U.s.S.LEXINGfGN,.· U'.S.S. Wl\SRDlGT0N.,U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS, 
l1;S.S .• INIi)IANA, U.S.S~ ALABAMA,CruDi~Th+:rtElen(lElss BILOXI), U,.S.S. 
RENI1l, D.esrQl1.Fift1·' anil' DElsron . Fifty Five ;lJ.S.6 .,soum llIAKOTl!, "in-
olU!led but notprElSent~, Qoll1lllail..derTask .Ferc:e Fifty J!!ighf;'present in 
,U~6~6. LEXINGTON. ( Vie e AGm1reJ,.1UTSCmm); CollJll!alllder Battleships, ..., 
Paeit1e preseil.t in.U .S.S, W.ABlIDiGTON.( Vice A(im1ral LEE); Com.Ba t.:Jiv 

. ·EIGHT .l>r~sentin U.S.S. INDIANA, (RearAQ:m1ral»AVIal.At 2020 re­
ceived s~l"Flash Red" from SOPA visually and by T .• B~S. At 2021' 

. (100) 
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U .s.s. MASSAcmisETm 

WAR JilIARY 

received .signal "Flasll, White" ililsamemanner •. 

18Allgustte·· 23AIlgllst '1944 

60/1'1' 

Anchored aflbeto·re.C.~ti:nuil'lgprepe.rations '1'01' sea, and 
maintenance rep.'1,.. ,t1'a~l1i;jfg' 'and';~nl schedUles. . . ~. <",'J~_ 

on 18 August 1944, 1l:1;0635 Trtlllsferred 110 r.o\lD.ds Of 5"/38 cal; 
projeetiles,Mk. 10-7, .M'l'F, Mk.18-4 toU.S~S. 10WA. At 19Q8 U .S.S. \ 

. ASCELLA., AK 137, meored alongside to starboard for pro.visionill.g 
operations. . . ..... . '. . .. ' 

. At 0840, 19 August l<144,:p,t'ovision!ng completed, andU;S.S. 
ASCELLA, AK 137, cleared our starboard side •. Tr~sferred6,OeO.> 
gallons 'otfreshwaterto YW88,alollgside to starboard. . At 222.fSOPA·" ' 
se.t.Col'lditiol'l"FlashRed" becallSe of Wlidentified aircraft iltV1cim:-
ltY'.1'Ientto AirAtte,ck.Stati611S;c0llllllenced preparationat,r . 
getting uderway.2245 Aii'craft identified as friendlY' aniSOPA 
set Cendi tlon ttFlIi.shWhite" •.. SecllrMfrom Air Attack, set l'Qrt 
war . \'latch and resumed.,normalport routine. .' 

,Gn21 .. August1944, transf.erred 6,000 .gallons fresh .water to 
YW88 j alongside to .starboard.·· . . 

At 1400·on 22 August 1?44transferred 100 rounds of 5"/38 Cal. 
projectiles, Mk. 30':'6 "W" to U.S~S. WASHING TeN. 

24 All:gust 1944 

0656lD1derwaY' to shift berths to anti~aircratt range. At 
on3 anchored in berth 312. At 0800 ass WIled Radar Guard Dut;y''; con­
ducted 5"/38 Oaliber practice ancl machine go practice, tiring at 
towed sle.eves •. 1602 underwaY' return to assigned berth; anohored ill. 
berth 423 at 1633. 

25 August 1944 

Anchored as before. Rec.e1Ved 156 - !i"/38 Cal. Star Shells, . 
Mark ,1S.llIod ~ and 4 trom LcM alongside to . port • 

. 26 Augllst 1944 

·Anchored as Qefere.· l'ursuant to Com]iatPao . Operation Order 
No.1Q~44 transferred to Tllird Fleet and beoame unit ef Task Foroe 
Thirty FOIlr assigned to Ta.sk Grollp 34.1 

TASK ' GROUl>GRGANlZATION 

• (101) 

I 

I 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


COI.ill· U.S.S. MABSAOl:!1iSET'IS' 

WAR DIARY 

6Q/ff 

At '08CiOrelieved of Rad.al'Gliard 'by U.S.S. AI4\BAMA~ At 093Q . 
Cl1!,lI.III1aD.aer:8at1;le~hi pDidsion. EIGRT, Rear- AllfII:l:ral (}.:s. DAVIs,' 
assisted 'bymem'bers'of' ·his··· statt,'b:e'ganMili tary .' InsPection. 
At 1130 Inspectioncoil).pletedj OGmmander Battleship Division 
EIGHT and member.s of hi-s statf left the ship. 

27 Augl1st 1944 

'Anchored as 'befo1'·e;; "'Tran:s1'erred6; OGOgaHons:t1eshwater 
to lWS8. At 1029' ande~y wshift poaltiOllinberth 42'3 sl1g1:ltl;y 
away-from U.8 .s. I(!)WA 1:0,. I!I,djoiliing berth. At l;(!)38 anchOred in • 
. assignedberth42) •. Continued with ,normal, .portrolltlne. 

2SAU«'lst<1944 
I 

Anchored as'befilre. U.S.s. CAHABA came alongside to star.­
baord and delivered 3,838 barrel's '1'llel 11 /uld 5,000 gallons af'fa ... 

. . ·tlongasol1ne. .. , 
.; ,~;: ..... 

29'A~st1944 . -," 

AnchOred'as" be1'!ore-. Transferra4emptY'!l:lIIID;anit1on 'casesand 
,oans to S.S. RUTLAND VICTORY, alongj!ide to starboe,rl't~ , Transferred 
to SOPA 19,000 rounds 40.MM., HET'ammunition,Lot11ncl,iillIIDcer;re­
ceiTed from" SOPA 20,000 rounds 40. R.)!:. A:mmunitlon, .Lot Unele Abl.e. 

:30Allgust1944 
, . 

AnchOred, as :before.··· 0658 Underway ... from. ,berth 42.:3! En.i.wet"k 
Atoll of .the.Marshall .. Island,Group in accerdanc e'nth comBatPac·· 
.Sortie Order No. 11-44.Thls ships is unit of Task GrollP:34.10, 
CODDllanc.'l.er, Vice Admiral. LEE .. inU.S.S. WASHImTON. '. 

DesronFltt;r. 

At0756weat:t6'AirAttaek StatlonsaJil.d, set ~terial Condition 
ttZebr~.ttt:orso~tie. trp~Xl completion of sortie at 0825 secured' 
tr9111 Air Attack statiolls, set Material Condition "Yoke", At 0855 
t~tmedCr\lisiDgformation 10 Victor., contained ln~~graph It, 
Speei.l Exercise Procedure, AlIne]; ttB" ·to ComTaskFor 6peration 
Or4;ei' No. 11-44. cncourse ']'8eO{ T)al!ld aXis lS00(.T) at standard 
ap~~~,17 .kn:ots.At0932formed cruising dispCllsitlon4 Nan, con­
tained:1nptl:re,gl'll!.p)J. :Hal (11. o1'So~tie O1'o,e1', CGll)]la;~ac Operation 
OrUr 11-44, OIl ,cEll1l1selSei>l';t'>, ans l800 (T) at st~dard,speei, 
17 laletl:\.(;ollllll.611cedzi$-,zaggi:o,g in accordance with Plan 23 at 
0942~ At llOGCeasedzlg-zagg1ng and steadied 011 course l300 { T) 
tor tr~er of wounded man fr.om U.S.S. COGSWELL, which came along-

I "(102) . .5 
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u, S. S. MASSACHUSETTS· 

WAR DIARY 

, " . 

6o/ff 

siG.eto starboar4;tl'ans1'ercompl;eted at 11lG. At 1226 formed 
special .. Cl'u1s1n~FOl'!l1ati!)n 10 Victor preparatory to . ctonducting sched-
uled Gunn:e1'Y E2:ercises'ico:atail1edill An:n:ex"B" to·CGIIl'l'askFor i'llirty j. .' . 

FO.' ur . sortl.,e .. G .. " .. oel".1 .. 1._~4 •... u .... pon ... co.mpl .. e ... tion 0.1' EX.' ercises at 1510, form-~' .. '.' ed cruising cil.isposition .4. Nan, changing Fleet cOurse and aXis to ' .. 
1650 (T) and maklng2~lq).o.wa. .l!'leet GuideisU.S.S. lOWA,bearilig . .'. 
2290~ f). 4,500yardSil!YJ:sion gllide is U .S.S.ALAli~. 1650 ( '1'),. -"'.," 

.2,OOG. yards.' . 155)0 ' .. need zig;" zagging . in' accordanc'e' with Plan • " 
24, ceasing at 1724 alI.d retuta1ng to basecolU'se, 165Q('1') at IS ,. ' 
kl1ots •. A:t 17>J.t~ederllising cil.isposition4 Sllgarconllained in '. 
eruising1Uttuet$'"to Alii:nexITB" Of. Operation, £1rder 10-44 issued ' 
by OomTask:¥,ori'lli~J!:;FGIU'~ ·At 1747 Cruiser lilivJ:sions 13 and 14 

, joiried the'cil.isposition •. InolUded in Crl1Uiv13 are: U.S,S. MOBILE; . 
SAliTA'FE, BIRMINGHAM; il1 .. C.r.llDiv14,. U.S.S. Ht>USTON. VINCENNES AND . 
MIAMI. At181? COllllllenc·ed,·zig-zaggl1l8inac·cordance'with :Plan 25. 

OBOO·Position 

.. ,0 19.6' N 
1630 53.EB E 

12GO :Position 

10° 42.5' N 
1620 3S ~ E 

31 August 1944 

1200 Position 

40 31.7' N 
1640 13.7~ E 

2000 Position 

BO 35.6' N 
1630 45 ". E 

2000 Position 

30 31 'N 
1630 37.2' E 

. '. . StesmiDg .. ~sl1e1'()re il;l .c.ompany with. Task Group. 34.1El and Task 
Grou.p. 34.21,eJ1J:outeatter .e.onduct1ng . tactiC!il exereis~s, to 1'uel": . 
ins rendeZ'Vousand,l'eI.ldezTolls With Task Foree 3B t inaocror4a;aoe 
with Comiatl'ae 0peration Order· 10-44. At 0500·UIi.idel1tifiedradar 
eentaQtbeal'ing.,2120 (T), distanoe 5Smiles reported to Task Eorc.e 
COllllllander. Contaot.later . .idatttifled as Island, of KUsale. . At 
06'46 set A1r,ora1'tCtlruUUon of Readiness S. . Standard· speed' chailged 
to 15 knots. 0657 oeased. zig-z!!lSging and l'esumedbasec'o\U'se t 2650 

('1');' forme4.cruiaing.ii1sp.os1t1.on···4Nan at 17 knot.S. Conducted lIlf,lch-
1ne gun battery firing,.~x&.l!eises as sohed~ed, expending 492 roun_s 
4QMM .(l!i!;.T.l.; and 439,round.:t,.20MM (Hl!:). l!:ngage.d in tMtioal inaneuvers 
liS diuotedby' Task Group. COllllllander •. '. At 13'00 Conducted· radar cal1bra-
1;1 on l:Ix~.c.ises,.and at .. 1;4lmanne.d. Gettetal ~uarters sta tiGns prior 
toM$.1n iat'terY :Clrillgex_r¢1se •. CQllIIReneedt.trlng Main Battery at 
160~., firing at varying r$.11.ges from the target. At .. 1724 ceased . 
firing ruadseClU'ed from Gene,ral ~uarters,setting Oond1.tiol'). II Able. 
At. 1725 .Fleet course and axiachanged to 2250 (T); aild at 1745 re­
covered two airoraft by the Dog methOd, at 10 knots. At lS16 cO!lllllenc­
edzig-zagging in aceol'danoeWith :Plan 25, speed 17 knots. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

G8ee 1'9sitiGJl 

". 02:- 43.p· N 
161 -10.4.1, E 

WAR DIARY 

1 SEP~ 1944 

1200 l'Gsiti0n 

'Cil2° - 22 .. 4' N 
1600 ,.,. 21.2! E 

2000 Positlen 
i . ~.' .," 

010 - 34.0' N 
1580 ,.,. )7.2!: E 

.' . 
. SteamiagwLthTask Forc.e 34.on operations concerned with 

Stalemate II Gw:npaiP-t in gelleral. accordance with CGll/liIaR4er West­
ernPae1ti.e.Task.Forces (and Commander Third Fleet)Opera~1on 
PlaaNo. 14"'44 Of 1 Augllst 1944. Basic organization inclUdes the 
tQllowing torees: . 

) 

T.F, ~o .. . . 
(jover~ng Force ana. Special Groups. 
T.F. il .. 
EXPecrtUlna.ry Foroe. 
T.F.31t . . 
leavy·sur.tace Strik1D.g.Foree • . T·k~· :t1~t· l1rf'aee Striking. Foree •. 
T.F, ~8 . . 
la&t .~arr1er For.ces. 

18594 

Task Foree ·34 (VieeAim1ral W.A.LEE) organized and 'eperatlng in 
aecordaneewith C.T.F. 34 (ColllBatPae) OperatiOn Order 10-44 o.t . 
26 AI1gust 1944. At pr.a.s.ent TaSk Foree 34 includes Ba.t.tlel1ne" 
(34.1): . ' '. ~ c; 
.. IG'I'lA(F, iatDiv 7) .. .. . 2. ,.,~ 

.' WAaHINGTGli (F. C01IIia.thc)· 2;;; :,.. 5.:. 
INDIANA (F, ... BatD1v8) Cl" . 000 

MASSAGWSETTS. rn a ';i 
ALABAMA. (F; .jilatl)iv9) ~:;;" 

Right Ji'11Ulk (34.2): .. " ..... f-" 0 g c', . 
. Grul)!v 14 less VICKSBURG \Jl ~ 

", ,'I"'; 

Deel.lon 52' . '. VI ~ 

. Orl1Div 13 less BILOXI 
DesRea 50 

'" . 

....... ,~":"!:~~.dbpoeition 4-N on fleet course 2550 ( T) 
• Standard spe~d 15 bote. Zig-zagging 

. in Condition. of R~diness II 
~xeept where etherwise in-

, 
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U.S~S •. 'MASSAQmJSETTS . 6O/ft . 

WAR.DIARY 

· .• At 04)4' StoodtoGeael'a1·Q.uart'eX'ss ta tion-$ 1'or- exercises·, . 
Secured at 0548. At &600 Fleet course'andaxische:n:gedto 2500(T)~ 
Qondllcted.taotieal ,and g\llUle17e;r~cts'e8"thr'()ugb:Gtlt'theda:r.At . 
1054 Spec1a.1Gl!'ell;p)4.5consbting ot IOWA,Clrul>iv 14 and DesRen 52 
left theUspesiti'(i)n. At 1730, iI;l cruisill.gdi$pesition 4-N on fleet 
c,ourse and axis 245()(T). At 2400 changed zone time to minus ten _",,1!!@;j 
(-10). . 

. . . .. . 
000 - 27.6' N 

'1550 - 31. t'· E' 

2 sEPi'ElifiER194'4' 

1200 Position 

000": 24~ 5i N 
154-°- 2505',·E 

200G.Position 

000 .:- 21 .• 8' N 
152°-28.41. E 

.' .Steamingasbe1'ere.· At 2401sim~ated'attaek· bYSpeG18J. 'qr<lup .. 
. 34.; developed. Formed.>apP.Hachdispositlon 8 •. Ship 8toodto . 
General ltuarters,stations·.·llalilel1'V'eringto' attack simulated enemy. 

· At 0415 formed Batt!. ·eDispasitioll. 4.' At 0545, termed crUising .dis- . 
posi t1ciln 4..)1·· on fleet eourse.ano.a!x:ls 2700 { T). . Secured' ·1'romGeneral 
Q.UQ.rters. '0750Z,a\11lehed tYio planesfo.r A.S.p.reeoverlng-at 1105 by 

.D$gMetllod.iileld Tactical' an4G\mneryE:x:ercisesthroughout the day • 
· At 1900ellanged t1eet call1'seand axi s to 3l00t T); speed 181m.ets. 
1930 Oommenced zi, .. zaggingilLaceordance wlth.Plan 25. At 2400 
ellanged to zene minus nine time (-9). '. . 

) SEP'l'lmiER'1944 

0800 PGsition . 1200 Position 
"'.-' .' ""-~""'-- '-. 

· . @lg - 10~8' N 010 - oo~6' N 000- 05;1' N . 
150 - 48.8!.E 1510 - 19.4! E lp20 - 33.8!. E 

\ . . Ste8llli~g as berorewith IIl$sk~tor~eJ". . At 0)00 (ihangel'l ~ourse 
,e.ilia:x:ls tCi>2'10()( 'l,'); -spee415lmots •. At 0328 in oentactwiph Task 
]!,orce ;8 by TIlSraa:1Ci1. 0500 In vie1lility .ot ·rende·zvoI1S poinil; with 
ifaskl!'orce )8 at. 01° 30'N, 150°- 25'E. OrU1se:li'sdetached from Of.F. 
34 30in their Task Farce 38 groups..commenced maneuvers, whi.eh 
lasted throughoutthemarning, to join up with tueling groups and 
TitSkForoe 3th ~intaintnganadvanoeon cOlWao"1200 {T) •.. At 0800 
oha.nged to.mj;JtIil$ten:·(.,..10.j.zonetime..At ).200 U.S.S.OAS$IN YOUNG 
all)nsiden'thiotticialmaU.. Tasli:~~e"34. 4lissolved, . 'cruiser and 
destroyer units, e:x:-eeptDesDiv99,~~port1ng to Task Groups 38.2 
and 38.; •. Battleships fiUld~sDiv99.organ1Zed as Task Grol1p 38.5. 
TaskForce 38 operates \lllder·ComFir/iit(ilarTaskForPac {VlceAdmiral 
M.A. MITSOoa)Opera:tlon,Or.derNo,.1G-44 et20 August 1944. Db .. 

. pOsition. and .. j,Jl$.trlictiona are als~', toundin'.FirstCarrier Task .' . 
1)'orce Instructions, whiehlIU,ld1;t;'les andamplities U .S.:F. lOA. Task 

• -106 .. 

i \ 

2-
. ... ; 

... ,,::; 
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OSOO PositiOn 

.Ol)~- U.)' ~ 
1500"~2.'9!. E . 

4·SEl?'PEMBEa,1944 

1200PosUion , 20QO,Position 

, .. 000 - 21.9' S 
14So - 21.5', E 

. " ,,'-' :. ,.,., - . . ,(,' , ,'- .' , '. - - ' ;. . 
.' Steamiagas befc1J!'6. At 0000 . changed. fleet course. od. axis to 
. 2S0~{ Il'l;.o .li'le,et speed is 17 DotS. '.'l'ask Force 3S grollps 1, 2 and 
· 3 I;1reil'or.thwest of 38.5, "cenroqte"Palau. )8.51s enrollte area 
· It\['eDlP1e·lihich,i.sapprQ:t1$a1Jjly .. at 3ON,,135<m~ At 0700 DAVEY JONES 
. annellllc.4· hls~en,,,.;'abOQ.~d'j$d at 0900 NEl'TUNIS', REX was received 
~ th4l1e "re:lil0l11. "POllywog member~of the crew were converted to 
shellbacks~ 

,-.' . 

0800 Posit1eti 
'.,. '0' .... '. 

· 01' - 17' '.N 
1450" 24:'6,'E 

5 .. S~EB,1944 

1200 Po.si ti011 -. . 01°": 2.9.4'N 
1440 ,.. n·4!E 

'2000 PositiGn 

.' .st~~as before. li)uriug,tJiekycOl1duCt.ed,t8.c;tical Ud 
gwmery exercisea,co:Q..tormingin.gener.a1· to'b8.se cOurse 2700 \ ':C). 
At 1930 changed fleet COIU,'Be to 28"0,° ( T); speed is 17 knots •. ' Zig .. 
zagging il!l accordance with Plan 25. " , 

0$00, Position 

. 020 -0).6' N 
1'90 ~ 29.3 tE · 

oSEPm41iER 1944-· 

1200 Posi1;ion 

' .... 020 -OS.5' N 
1390'; 10 .• 6' E 

2000:'?Position' 

020 - 14.)' N 
1)70 

- 29.4' E 

. . ,Stet:illlineas pe;fQre. At 0615 U.s.S. NEW JERSEY with' ColJlllllUlder 
~irdFleet\Ailln1ralW.F. HALSEY) ;!oin~d 1l'~li!k,~roIlP )8.5 •. iattle-
line organizatiOn becgme;; ,·.'-.,.r ' 

lBatDlv'Z 
, .. ' ,:'. "IOWA (F) 

• NEW' Jl!RSEY (FFF) 

~ 107 .. 
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U .S.S.~ACmrsETilS 

WAit.DIARY 

. aatDiv8 
.... ';'" lDIANA (F) 

MASSAClIDSETilS . 
BatDiv9 ... . . 

. 'AI.A.B.AMA' ( F) 
WASHING-TON ( FF) 

, 
60ltt 

Exercised'at tactics and~JlllerythrollghQl1tthe. 4a1;with OoluBQtD1v -~~Il.\_ 
8 aotiTeas O.T.C •. At 1206u.s.'s.Hl!}ALY Illonsid.e totl'aJ!lster patient. :, 
At 171.°''\1.3.8 •. COTTEN. alongside With mail. Fleet ooars.EI and axis 
290°('1); speed 15 knots. . 

0800Pesltlon 

. . a). - 48.9' lIT 
1340 .. 55.3JE 

7 S;mpTDBERl:9lf4 . 

1200Posltlon 

. 0)o~ 5S~9.' N 
134-Ci) - 33.5J E 

2000 Positlon 

. t)30 - OS~4-' if . 
1350 -:.21.". E 

···--'$team,;.g as· before. Condllotedtactlcal and· gUlUl.e:i:yexerclses 
th1'~~ol1t the day •. At '1.015' stood to Genoral~uartorsstationstor 
e:tEire1ses.. secnredatll15:.. At 1624USS,HIOK0X alongside. to fuel. 
Operation completed at 1727& USS RICKOl: recevlng 69.780 gallons 
1'1181 o~l.neet oourse140; ('f) •. a:x:1s270o{ T). speea, .1,5,Knots. 

0800 Pod Uon '. 

04-° ..,25.7' lIT 
. 13$0 - 27.) 'E 

8.SEP'l'iMBEJi 19.44 

1200 Posi tien· 2000. Posltiol'J. 

02° ";;' 51.4- 'N' 
1'5'!- l,a.9 t E 

'~"". ...'-

Steam~.I,)ll..course .. .J4,O.\iI(Tl. ax1s2.70~( Tl, s]>eedlT~~ta1Ii. 
erl11S1ng ,.disposition 4 .Sllgar .Z1g..za,gg1ng.ao.cording tQ<PllUl 25. 
Oonll.UetedTa11iollstact14ali.andglUll1e.J1.ye:terolses.througl1ollt·the 
day. At aSO.O.,.eatapuJ.t.edtwo]>lUesfortUghts .1n,c~eot1QnW1.th 
g~ertdr111s; r.ee&vei'edai.rcr~tt cby Charl1e!Jlethodat1l2(h $toCiJd 
toGe~era1Q,u.a:~ters,sta:t;10J1sat.1315 for bill, secur1~at1326. 
U.S.S.lIEALY alongside to .tuel at 1615, c1ear1n~side at 1732 atter 
reeeiti,~ 19.945 gal1011S of fuel 011 •. Formedctll1ll11ng, dispesitioJ1 
4-Sugarat 2015 on tleet coarse 14-00 ('I'), axis 270°.('1) at 17 knots 

e80C) Position 

04° - 05~3' lIT 
1350 - 09.9! E 

9 SEPTEMBER .1944- . 

. 1200' Position, 

04-° .: l,.2 ' N 
1350 - 1l.5J, :B 

2000Posi tion . 

03°.-4-9.0' lIT 
135° - ll.2tE 

~ ~ . 
. . steainiJ1gas betGre. Condacted taetioal e:i:ereises throughout . 

day llPOJ1 direction' of O~T.~. At 1150 fleEit COUl'sll and axis oltanged 
to 180°' '1') •.. At 2004tol'll1ed cruising dispositlon4- Sugar on course' 

. ! 
: . , 

. and a:tis.3jOOtTj at 17 knots. U.S.8 • .tUCKOX left fOl'Jllation at 2200 . 
'. on direction ot. 0 .• T.C. to oarryout undisclosed assignment. 

\. ,_~~.,,~" - lGS -'" . . 
. -" 
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U.S.S~ JW3SACRUSETm, 

WAlt DIARY 

60/ff 

i 

, 
. , 

GSOOPosition 

0.5° ... 19.3' N 
134°. - 1405'· E 

10 sEl?TEMlBER 1944 

.. 1200l'osition 

040 - .5.5~2t N 
133/)- 41.0' E 

2000 Position 

04° - .5i~S' N 
134° - lS.4',E 

f~" i 

. ! , 

Steaming a3'jS.efore,zig-zagging accorl!ling to Plan 2.5. At 
0612 U.S.S. INDI.A:NA ri')pQrtedsightingafloating mine. and dropped 

~si-, ':,1), 

.' " .. 1 

a ~ke .pCit. te.mark'the approx1D!ate location~ U~.S.S. G!4.TLlNG was 
sot to investigate. Etteote.drendezVGu3 withFl1eling Grollp 30.S • .5 
and 0630 fermed fq.lt+.ing cUspo31tion 4 Fox, guide U.S.S. NECHES, on 
course. 11(1)( .T) at'l;2 knots. At 0707 came alongside port side of 
U.S.S. KASKESKIA alld oomm.enced reo·e1vingtuel •. At 0811' U~S.S. 
ltEALYeamealongside to pOJ.'tand trails:f'erredaboardaral!lio tech­
n1C18.n~ A.t 1040 c0IDl>leted fllelililg operations havimg received 
14.34.5 b.arre1s 1'llel Qil at 60°F. Z1g-~gged independently on 
ste.t1onwhl1e the units tueled. At 1146 rol'lJiedcruis1ng d1spostion 
4. S ... ·.i1g.--ar OIi..100111-Se 2. 700(T), axi.S 060Cl(T) at 17knots,guide • U.s .S • 
.INDIANA. Fleet axis c\J,anged to 0900(T) at 1417 and at 1430 formed . 
u~.t~iJ1g diS1'esit1(1)n4 Nan. At 171SU.S.S~ D01i1-5¥CH alollSl3ide to 
t%'a:tl$ter guard mail. Fleeta:;1s cllaIlgeq.tO 3?O.(':!.'l,fleet course to 
3100( T). . 

OSoO ' PoSi thn 
. . .. .... - . - . 

06° - 33~ltN 
1320'" l6.4! E 

11 SEPTEMBER 1944 

1200 Position 2000PQsitioll 

OSo - 42.0' N 
'1300 - 23.B E 

.. ' ,... ---
Steam1ng as Detore on va,rioUscourses and at ve.rious speeds 

as l!l1rected by C.T.C. At 1139 formed by I!liv1sions 90° r~ative to 
,a. tJ)iV. 8!sta ... non." units.totmed. 1800 rel.a.ti'vet6 unit. guides. PI1r. suant 
to C0ll1Th1rdFleet 10203.5-; at. 1200 TaSk Gro\i.P 38~.5 dissolved, U.s.S. 
~1ll1l3E~TB beeOllJj,iig,.a unit. ot ':Cask GroQ.p38.3, organized as 
follows: .c 

T.F. 38-V:i.ce. m~['SCleER 

• 

,':C •. G.38.3 ... 'SlIEBMAN 
\a).)8.3.1 .. .. R~ar AdJ!iiralS~ 
"" ', .... 

(FF) 

- Vice Admiral LEE 
N0nTli CAROLINA 

• < ~~~~:GTCN (FF). 
Ba 8 

MASSACIWSETTS. INDIANA . 
:BatDiv 9 . . . 
. 'ALABAMA. (F) (SOUTH DAKOTA .n"t present) 

- 109 .... 

, 
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. 'WAR'DIARY 

. RENO 
(4) 38.3.4 Sereen -QaptainTodd 

Del3'ROn50 . 
DellRon 55 

60/1'1' • 

Vie e4amira1llITSQlURprellf>nt .. in ~~TOIi; Rear Aamiral SlU!:ElMAN 
.'. present in 'ESSEX-•. 

At 13)7.1'ormed 1'a*>lingdispos1 ticn1Fox,whiile.· card,ers tl1e1-
· e4. Fleetgl1!de'1scenter'~er'ttl~et Ccil11rS6'attdaxis' 3150( Tl, 
· speed 12 oots,.1525 '{J'.S,~s. B;E.AI.Y alongsiie' tortlL'anSfer 01' " .. 

erj,gj,.'.',n. eer.lng .. ··mater1al:. 1645 Formed .er,u,ising dispedt1o.n5 Rager f guide. '{J.S.S. ESSEX. on tleet COIlrSe 3150( T). fleet axis 225C1(TJ 
at 20 knots. ' . 

12 SEP~ER1944 

1200 Position 

100 
- 44.1' Ii 

12€1° - :rl.8,~ .E 

:aQOO;po&1tion 

ii:"i8.1 ' Ii 
127 ,. Q6.4 t E 

, Ste8ll).iagas before in cO)Ilpany with Task ~o,*p ~8.3zig-
zaggiagasrequ1r.edby operat1.ons and as maneli!.vers ,pel'll1$,t4· 
~glnning.,.at .. daW1tand coatbuingthr0u.ghout th~daY'c!1J::rierlil 
la~d1'ightersw:eep$and air st1!ikesagaili.st tMJ:slands 01' 
Nf>~~s,.Lf>yt,e. Gebg"ana-cS/UIllU' in theOentral .Philippinei'!. . 
JapanEise.air1'ieldS.shippug, .al).d;,$i>.re, ills,talla tilii)ns were, heavily 

· e.ttacked.ASPand CAPwere·maintaineQ by. the Air·Q:roups.,Sea­
plane resoue facilities bybatt1esh1ps. From 051Sto,,~lS 
st~d to Gener.al Q,uartersstat1ons. Format1onax1,srotat1ld"to 
3000 ( T) lit 063'S. Maneuvered asrequi-l'edby tl1gJatoperations 

· and as ,d1,..,ected byO.T.O .At 1140 sightealandbear4M 2J+.9C!1(.T) • 
believed. t€l . be ap,ortionot· Elnaga;tlsl_'!,Gen:tra1< Phillipj.ll,e . 
Groap. At 1210 '{J.S.S •. CASSINYOWGaloags detodel1ver gllard 

· malL·· At 1220. '{J.S.S. DORTCBalonglillde to •. tuel; tuel1ag completed 
at 1315 .50,49@gallonll tael .oil transterred. At IMQ, the . 
eaptain addressed the orew over the Pablie Addre.ss ~Y8t~ as 
1'ollows: . ' ... , ", 

.' .. "!I'hlaiS theQaptE1:1nsPEiaklng~ My parpose, is '1)o0o.tl1»,e for 
lOU the operat10ns which are now' taki~ .pl~ce so"that you may ,. ' , 
UJ;!.derstand nctonly what we are 4i,ting.biitwhat ''Pthers are doing 

. in. coordination with us. '. .' . ; 
First •. thestra1;egic sit.\l?t,i!'1n,. As you know. while w.ewere . 

back in the States. ourUn,e qtadvance was pushed westward from 
the liarsJ;J.a.l1s to the Ma,riana$; bypassing Trnk. Durililg this time. 
GeneralM8.cArthll.l' advanced his pos1thn'S trom Hollandia. where we 
lett him, to theWesterntiPQt New Gliijiea. You can viSualize 
~ese' two mOTes" i,;he·,map astwQ spear.s p01nti~ toward the' 
'fhllipp1neli\, Olle trom tlle south. and elle trCl1l the east; t1:16 Clle 

~ 110 -

, 
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. WAR.DIARY 

.trQlJl the·· sou th\Wder.'Genilral.· MacArthur' attd! the'onetromthe east 
under AdmiraJ.Nlm1 tz. AdmiraJ. Nim1tz has declared his intention 

601ft 

. to est.abUsha beachhead' on tlleQhina ooast. General MacArthur hasi .' 

. dee.lar.e.ril his int.e.ntt~nB.,qt .. ' .. r.e ..... t)lr.ni:ng .. to"t .. he"Phil:.il>pi.ne .. '8". we. can . '~" .. ' see both objectives beln~ ap!ireached· 1il these' two 'moves. To safn 
a posl tion ot the 'tlhina ooast, we must dominate the Phllippiia,ee. The'·. ".' . 

. purpose o.t eur present 'operations is to gain positions trom whlQh -..;\ 
· we. oan do just that - dominate the, Plillip;plnes.This dGe:~llOt"'r'" . 

mean, necessarily ,an 1lnmediate .landill.g in the. ~liPPin.~, but.it .' 
dees mean the gainJ,ng df' airfie:\.ds wi thinstdl!:'llilg,disttuice olf. all .. , 
par1;sotth.e Philippines.~·. We ue aow engaged in that.PI'oJeot~>' ' 

. The Central. Pa\litioFo2lee~1ll take~~au,~ "'Atthe S'ametime' 
Gent!re,lMaeArthurwllladvance -b'o. the llorthwardfr0Jll New Guinea and 
seize»os1uenswhioh.llLout otr lIallilah,era and isolate 1llle large 

· J8.J?E!Jleu garrison ther" in the same way we have isolated Other large '\­
lliXPatte,se garrisons. . The. fas.t e.arrier .. task. toree. in w);Lich we serve, 
will eGverboth. these .. o!ieratlons.. " . 
" ... ' .. ''fAa toroes in th,eae. these under General 
'*o~".areee:ll.ed tinder 
th¢: ~~~d of .' .. ' ,,,,,,,,;1.1;1 "I 
eo"i1!I~,ot"t.1l;ethree· rO;r:e.E,s J,'~~"'::~~ ... ~:;; I!tj~~ 
.l,V'ld:c~'w:l.ll.·.,sel.ze .Palau .... '!,~ .... ," ..... ,.. ':"" 

.' lorj;e,oomposed otthesJ.-ow' ..... ba:t:tJL:~~P;~' 
,.el'l1.sersand destr-lters:w:jJ.l t. 

shore bOlllbarclment; and thit'd. 
weop,rate adar the. commsnd ot 
lj'EXTN(J~N. ThElre are 1;otu'gro\lPIl .~ is No. " tinder 
the' eoirDDlUid at Rear A~ral Sherman in . General:. MaeArthur's 

'foreesw'illbe oOlllPosed et M amphibious foree ana, its sllPPQrting 
toree trOlll, the SeTenth Fleet. ,Our. Task FO.1'oe covers.his 'operation 
al.sG. "' . -". . _. . . '_ " - ----___ <. 

· These c:>perationsbegatt,.~bollt September 2Ild. YOI1 have'been read ... 
be; lit the pl'ess resul. ts qtthese oper~~+()lJ.s.Theyste.rt~d at the 
time ot.our tirst fueling, ,~en Task,.~~/iltlll 4- struek tke liIoa1n 1111an(ls 

· . tel" two days, al,tQ 'then.prooeede4tQ,~a:~alal1,where. it~a~ ~Eiinedby 
the Three Task Grol1~iI·. anci begp s~~ening ofl'alau.TI;!.eil ~s~Groups 
1, 2, and 3 prooe~ei .• EI1,~ancLlIIAde air Il!trikes toi' tl101~$On , 
the sOl1thern ·.fsland of the Pl3.1l1ipili:'es, Minunao. tJpOll eQlllP):etiClll . 
ot these til'S .strikes on the Philippiaes theyret~ed tbthe f.uel­
.ing area. where ,we joined them. Yesterday. They havi now l,'eturnecl; 
l,'Il.intorced by battleships,to COl'il:~.~~"e ~kon lI'ii14ailao, and 
t.o meTe the action into the' Cen~\l(:.)~, -ppiQ'$. We will be. AAre 
for three days,' Duringth1s tiJIi~;G:~.'q.p, ;',.111 sepArate ana~~ve to 
the support ot G.eneral.Ma.cArthtu'~AljI:\,~;t:tero~·,;1Iltei,1es,."eare 
in. s3;ghtof. t1:).ePhillipines. and.areo~;t'(I;'t1ng bi~,:the.~est kllOWn 
waters otthe world •. They lire known a$'thePhilippille.1ZIiEle~ and go 
ciown to 5900tathoms orab.out35,OOO teet. ,. . <. ,'.' ...... "'., 

. . li'OUi" days trOm now. all gtollpsw.1~l,jqillagatn a.t :the tue.llng 
area.,ily that t1metheil'lvasiQll of J:>allil;uwUl have begun.Sinee 

. that fast ca:rrier/taAA~torceW1l1 31.01; .berequfted ,tnr:li.9.er tor, that 
oPe erationf, Admiral lIalm.;',' .. *., .. ~.Ji.S Pl.anned an .. 0.th~;';1nt!W.es, ..• t. ingope1'atlon. 
tor liS. .. will giveyiWlthe .details oti'!;ill;j.ter. I.~, ,i,sAdmiral 

· ~alsey's Mpe that he Can smoke,~1j.t the Japanese Fie..:t. in. one ot 7 
tMse operations. .•. . -:il1-' . ,. . 
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During the early strikes'ot the carrier task torce.s, the fast 
battleships were'kept separated tor tp.e purpose of training in pre­
para tien >for"'thesurtac'e ac·tio:n·wh~:Admiri1 'Halisey 'is trying to· 

·ereate •. Wehaveac'cOlnpan1edthe carriersthiactim:e'beeausethe . .' 
enemy hal'fa.lready-been alerted 'and mar trY to' interfere o:n the pres­
entstrike •.. It is.doubtf.ul thatsurtaee torees will be el1countered 
ontllis strike,bli.t :it 1s witp.in the eapae1ty~t .the en~ to resist 
by :air it he. is willing to risk his planes. ~ereforewe must be 
particularlY ft'l'ert to. repellil;ir attacks tor the next ·three'days." 

.-.:. . .. 
At 1930 came to course 130o( T) at IS.:.knots. Courses and speeds 

as order.ed in anticipation ot turtherstiikes wi" target areas. 

0809 Position. 
"·0·"" . " 
10 - 46~otN 

1270 .,;. .. OO.l!E 
. , . 

13 SEPTEMBElih1944' 

1200 Position 

Hi: - 38.i' N 
li6' - 52.8! E 

2000 Position 
"'0" . . 
.. 10 - 36.2 t N 
1260 .. 53.PE 

SteeJllililSas before •. Task Groups 38.1, 38.2 and 38.3 are in 
cruis1ngdispositien 5 "X-ray".' At 0522 stood to Genei'al QIlar­
tei's'stations, sec.uring.at 0643.Carriers1aunched.pl~~s f.O:l," . 
tighter. sweeps and air st~ikes ontheNegros,Leyte,C(!bu~ ,Boho1 
area ot'the·CentralPhUlppiues" At 0650 . aneemy plane was 
sighted.ny-ing . thrd.ugh. 'the' tormation.· It a ttemptced to. bomb . the . 
U.S.S. PltINCJ~N, droppiilg. a bOll1b about 100 yardsast'ern ot t)l,e 
clU-rier. ~61terali'ships1)f the formation op.ened fi:l,"e, this ship 
tiring /tomt:and5!fbatteries. Several o;t oUl,'bursts. werelUllGliIS 
theiast to be observe!l in the vicinity'of the target.· Atter 
all ships,. had oeasedtidug" the Plane, ~dentitied·as·lUI.~~0scar", 
Japanese tighter .. ;wasseen.to crash into the water at a beai'iag . 
of MOO{ Tlo rangeapproxilDa te1,- 20,000 yards. Ammlllll tion expend~' 
ed: 408 .. ~Orounail$,~IT; 60 rounds" HEir; 5'''/38 Cal. - 3 rOllllds, 
.14k. lSi 13;,¢.unds,.Mk:. 32; 6 rounds, 5"/380a1. powder -Index 
3468; 4 rQuttds - Il\.dex 3024; 3 rounds. ~dex 3991;'3 rounds -
In .. d_3591. Man.', euv.ere4 asr.eqUirlJdbY tlj,ght operations and as 
ordered' by O~T.C .•. At 1245 u.s~s. PRES!roN alengsid.e to deliver . 
otticia1 niall. At 1830 began night retirement trom strike pOsition 
to the northeast. . 

0800Positi01'1 

10°'_ 56.2 t N 
1260 4;.3'E 

", ",' " 

14 SEP'l'.EMBER 194-4 

1200 Posltien 

10° "31.7'N 
. 1260 - 48. 7~·E, 

2000 position 

9° - 45.1'N 
1270 .. 22.4~E 

Steaming as before in .oruising disposition 5 Roger. From 
. 0523 to 0623sto04 to General ~uarters stations. '. Gontinued air 

•. strikes .on Gentral PhllippinesthrollgUout the day, maneuvering 

• - 112 -

, 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


r 

> • 

, . 
\. 

. 6f~/tt 

- • - •.• ' • , ',' , • ,I' , ,~,;,. . , 

At f>900pursae.nt'toinstrlle-t1ons 
'A:t1305~. t .... l\t .. 1i 

15 ~D·1944 

12Q(!)"PQ§itlo:ll. 

Q1° - 54.4'N 
1~l9 .. 17 .9~li: 

At . 

• 

2QOO.1>os11l1011· 
'~~O_ 59~~arN 

1320 .. 29.8',;! 

"~7 c:'.~1Jt'eam:1ng"lt . De1'ore,.,eon:i~telt!ite:ct1ca1 exercise.stIu;'Ough'ol!lt . 
. ' iil;\ei4il.y, .c~nto~ng,iD,gellera~,tjl) ba.se . course lloOtT). ,1629 The 

tJ~1.I~$ •. TlIESULLIVANS aJ.oags1cie totnel. At 2100ohane;ed course 
. te180e( T),.speed .18 .. DotS.. .'. ' 

'. ()$QOPoB~t;1ol1, 
'. ., -. J.' 

16sEPMuRi1944 

120QPositi.oll 

l7 mmnmm1944, 

l200.· Pes! tien 
. ," ... , : . " . - . . . . . '.7o ':09.9 tN 1330 :- 16.0'.]!! . 

, , 
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'B .. li.....GUt.Al ... ' .. 2. =.' f' .... ".0"3 .. ' u •.. s.a
o 

..... MA.SSA.C. '.. RUSET. TB. . . 
~I' W~D!AAY 

60/1'1' 

5 Roger, On 'fleet S$;hJ,'245Ci1(ThUeeteeurs'8"34GIll('1!) at 16 knots', . 
At 061Ginerease4: sPeelt'to· 18.,knots •. Maneuvered as,I1irected by 
O.T.O., zig-~ggU;ginaeeordQce with Plan 6. At 1845 changed 
eOUl'se to 270Gl T).. '.' '. . 

. 18 ,SEl'T.lllMBER1944 

1200'PositlGJi 2000 "Position 

07°
0 
~26.9'N()7ec~,.'l~"N '1119!,":. n~5'N 

133 -08.1~.~ 13~·Q.-'30.0~,E '133~ -·3j.9tE 

. stealtthgas,be.tore ... Manell~ered·'as requiredbr earrieri'l1ght 
ope;oall10118, eGl11'ol'l/lil,lEl .. 1lit.generlQ.1;o eourse 110'O.(~) prior to Jlol>n 
'and to course aooot T) ai'ter.,noOll. 0658 u.s.S. PRITCllIETT alollgside 
to tl'ans1er mani'or·lIl'edl~al trea·tlil.ent·. .' . . 

19 SEPTEMBER 1944 

12013 POSlt1011 

. ·U.°;,:a8.GtN· 
i~2b~4~.(HE 

2000.~esit!en 
, "t .. , .. .' 

l.~o:".,41..6;N 
131 o;";t:411 'E 

• • .. • • .' > - -" 

. . .. J3'1;eBm 1 Dg .. s!!. betore,. . Atd,aWll.rendezv:ous wi'thFulill.lng;G,roup.s 
30.8.2iuld 3Q.8 •. 11 at 120 -OOtN, .1330,..:3(>'E. At 0628to~d . 
cr. u. isIng .. '. dis.peS;1'1;1&Jll.mod.l:f.1. e.'. ~. 2.R. o,ger.: ' .. i'Ori'ilel ... 1ng.,. ,'. GIl~de. "."l.S U.$ .s. NAftAJlfAT.4} .ce.llrs,e.e.ii1d.,ax1s240\ll.{'!1), speed .. l.0knG.ts..Zlg"':~gged 
indepelldelltiyon sta:t1o.n.At08271a.UIiched .,oneplane .. .t,ory.ASr; . 
at 11281sunc)!..edasec011la4ireratttfili; A.SJ?;ail.dat1l4Sr~covered 
the first pla.nellttllea~rl1l:1. Me.tho:& •. At lQ21l1~gcO'S-<O/lLl.AliWI 
Ii1GD.gside .. todeJ:.lf.veretticlalmall.· At 1410 wel1tal1illlgS1~e<tJ •. I3.s. 
Wl'~ocKtorfI1E11ilig. . ()p~ratio:a cemp1eted"AtJ;.5Q6;.recei ved 
),769 bar;re1s tl1eL oil.. . At14:39reeovered .. ene,planeby. tl1eDog 
~ethQd~ b.I1lite1. .. ,zig;",zaggUgln.4epelldentlyonatatlonWl).Ue .other 

·unitstllehd. . At 1.829 speed increased to 18 knets, i'ormed crll1simg 
aisposltlon 5 Roger. ,anaa:t; 1945 ~hallg.ed base cours~tO)4()o,( T) •. 

20S~Jm1944· 

'12QOPosltiQn 

. 1;"0 -i1~4'N 
1280", 54.II)!E 

" 

2000Pos1tl0n 

.14°"; 25.1t N 
1260 '" ·.?4~2!J • -<,," • 

~. : ~. .,. 
. 'SteR1l1;lt!g as .. betore. . At 1lll2()' receIved weak radarsuri'lil.eecon- .) 

tlil.ct,. bearing ,lOolTh 20{500 yards. Set filB.terlalConditi,on Ii}'" . 
"Zebra" be1ew the .. seeond !lack; .. c.on tac.t.disappe(U'ed . :('rom. seredfand 
at021() s.etJl1aterial~.ollditiiln"reke!'.·. At 0510 stood to General.. . "'., 
Q,uar1;ers statlollS.;sej)ued. at 0610. cAt· 0845 changed 'eours~to 26Q1!~;, ... 
{T) .,At 09,01noreased speed to 22 . knots end began apProach for al~' .' 

. 'strlkeson Jliortll,ern Luzo.n. Manila. lIayareasoi'. the' Phllltppine .i 
I 
i 

.- i 

• .; 1.1" .....If;!.. '+ !,ttl. 
-"',, -, ,,)<, 

i , 
! 
, 
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U .S.S. MASSACB:USET'lS 

WAR ,DIARY 

" 

Islands •. :/Iig-Zaggedas directed lily G.T.C. At 1400 the Captain 
addressed the crew over the Public Address' System as follows: 

"This 18 the Captain speakittg~ ThfveTellts"of 'the last week 
. have nOW become history. Admiral Nimitz's· forces driving across 
the CentralPaeific and General' MaeArthurs" sadvanc'e"through the 
SO.uthwest PaeifiCai:e, now strategieally concentrated. General 
JifacArthlll'haa'oeeupiedMorotai, which ea:tsort Ral.mahera.Admiral 
lf1m1tz h ecel1pyi:agsma11 islands'inPalall,where'airfields can 
be1>llilt to 40minate the large island, iabel1;hl1ap. On both .. 
Iia)maberaandl!labelthU,ap' the' JapsAave large gar1'1somr. • These 
garrisons.-4epri Ted of a.ir support. -and with their seaco!DDlunica­
tiQns cut, woald be"rentJ,ered impotent, and we' can ignore them for 
thepresellt. '. '" . . 

Our eyes, . therefGre. retarn to the Philippines. BI1l'1ng 1'1 ve 
days t, strikeS' dl1l'ing the M8ttea 'days, all of'the Islands of the 
Ph.illppineahav8'been'heavilyst1'l1ck,e:x:eept' Gne~ The strikes 
against. theeelltralandsouthern' Philippines were a part of the 
campa1p:s~tos~ize Morota!: and Palau'. . There remains 8ti11affecti ve 

.rii'tll~Pliil1ppinesthestrongestand most important island of the 
w1).ole.'gt'GIiP.'l~at iSland is Luzon, t1).enort1).e~ost. It is at 
oncetheJllOst- poplillous, the most 'powertaland strategically, the 
mostimport~tef' all the group.. Itcontaills the., important harbor 
Of Manila Bay. Around Manila are a great 'number of airfie14s, some 
Cif them containing as Jllanyas eigb.t:f'lying .strips.' Th~s conc~ntra­
tiol!. of PGweristhe;objectiv'e'~f 011l' pl'esent. strike. Tomerrow 
morning at dawn, the fall striking power ot'bhesethree'grollps of 
Task Ecree 3Swill 1>e concentrated on the Manila .!lay district. The 
purpose is, of course, to destroy, first ,the. air power , then the" 
shipping in the port, . then the port installations. If the Japs. 
have not become too alaiJID.ed at our activities in th1e,vicinf'" 
tll.ere sholilldbe a gocHi bag of 8.1).1p$ in the harbor, 'We'~ ~e that 
the, Japs have underestimated our sea-keeping ability and bel;(~ve ' 
we have retired to ~.11l' base. If that be true, we can surprIse tliem 
again as we have do~e before. 

It is entirely possible that they may become aware of 011l' 
approach. If they do,we can expect some interruptions tonight. If 
not, we' eanstill expect to. have to ',f1gh t off attacks tomorrow. It 
is too mach tor us to expect to reach a distance from Which we can 
strike Manila without bei'ngsubjected.to counter-attacks from sach 
~tronglf held positions as Luzon. lfwe arecounter-attaol!:ed, this 
task torce ,and the MASSACHUSETTS will know how to deal withtp.em. 
I wish I coal!! tell you. we~ght ,encoUllter surtac~ forces but I 
ibelievewawi11 :not. The time does not appear su.itable tor them 
to risk their fleet., ' " ' '. ' 

, It is probable that the strikeW111 coatinue for two days. If 
,this strike 1s as effective a$ the previous ones,' the Philippines 
will be el.1minated as an effecUve ~'apanes.estrongb.old. In two iays 

. . we will know the answer. tt . 

Atlf,lQ fleet a:x:iswas rotat~. to 050(i)t~) ~ Fleet cOl1l'se changed 
to 3l00 ( If) . at '1700. At 181t5. stood. to . AlrAttack statiol1S ;secllred at" 

. 194C~. At 19~0 changed course to 2'lOO(T), 8:l),d at 2308 changed cOl1l'se t& 
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lS00( T). 2400 changed course 't~ 'ZiO,O{T). 

, '.' .. ". '-
150 - 35.1'~ 

12;O,-;8.l':;J!! 

2113EPTEMBER 1944 

120& Pos.ition 

'150 '~4S~9';N 
12JO - 51.~;tlll 

2000 Position 
, , , ... ;' .. 
16° - 10.Q';N 

1230-24.3 ~.E . 

"Steam1ngasbef'ore~ At 0542 stoad· toG~lJ.e:iia1~uaftersgtations. 
AtdaVlll ~rriel'Sb-eg1Pi 1a\li1ohing f'igl3;terswee:Ps- and airstri~es,on '. 
~anese "'8:1r1',ie1o.s ,sl1ipping and .shox-e inst~latiolls in various- area.s 
of Northern Luzon, P.I •• partieuJ,arlyaro1U1.,.~UaBa:r. Strikes con­
tinued throughout· the daY, . with' ships maneuvering as 'required pY .: 
fligliJ.t .oper~·tiGns.A.t G703 sectl;1."edtrom Gelleralquarters.S,tood to 
Air Attack stations at 1845; seeliredat 1944. AtstUt.set bege,n re-
tiring trom 1mn1ediateoperatingarea on course--j.-1-0:~(~}. . .. 

$SGO P0sition 
:~ . ; . 
:1.,0 - 39.7' N 
12~o - 00.8~E . - - , 

22 ·SEPTEMlil1!:R·1-944 

1200 Position 

15° - 4;~O' N 
.1220 - 58.0 t E 

2000 P0s1tion 

l4° - 34.1' :If 
1?5e - 18.3' ;E . 

'.' " " 

•... ' '. Steaming as .betere •. At 0045 changedceurse to 2)OO(T)and 
at 02)OcbaDgeclcoU'ee' to 3GOo(T); beganappraoeh tel' eontinueGl. i­
ail'strikesagalnettargets blNortli.ern LuzOl1areas. AtOHO 
stood toGeneral~tel'S' sotatj,ooniljSEielireiatG648. . lbains'lua11s 
and poor v1$ibilitymadeaee·essul'yen hours,delay in l~\ll1ell.1ng air 
strikes.. :F1yineconditions were poor througltotittheJllOj;"ning, and' 
at 1120 the task force beganret~ri:mg on c0utse UQO( TI,..at21 ' 

. knots·. . . . 

08eo Pcisi·t1.on,· 

12o -13.iPN 
1290 - 12.8', E 

23SEP'l'1i8D191#t 

1.2-OOl'ositiol'i 

110 _ 20.2' N 
1300-·21.3~ E 

2000 Position 

. 1iO'-32.6' N 
1280 - 39.6~ E 

'. . Ste~ng ~s .b~to1'~ in company with Task Gr()up 38.3 and ether 
~~k ~rOIlP~0f ·'.~ft. :ForO''! 3~,'enrol1te to f'l1eling re:de~o~s wi tll iii 

;,0'E. 4ot·~ . 1611;f3tod to G~eral Q.uart~rs .§tations; seeured. at 061,1) • ;'_'. :fl~. lJ'lli .. tll .... · ... I .. j~ •• 8.-:. '~.' ... ' .... .3.Q .. s ...•... 5 ... , .3 ... ° ...... S.7 an .... 0. ..... 3.
0

•
8
.'.1 ... 2 .8.t .... 1.1.... - 15M, 130. 

At .. 120Q ren 'eZVGus·ec1 fdtli.Fu:eling'·_Q~P; c~ed eourseand axis ' . 
. '\i~ 2801il(T) .DeereasedsPI:l:ej.}~Pl14,¥Qt$ ~g,. eOlD!)1e~eed' zig"za~in~., 
i~~ependentlY ·on sta'liiiitI4 4t 1$1t~,.):'ed,:q,~.dsP~~dto12loa()t~. came' 
al.onll;side u.s.a .• MoNOlfG.A.·A __ Ibat li~G5 cGllim!lllcedr.eceiying. 1'l1e1. 
F:l1eling eGlllpJ,eted., a~ 1741;. re~eiyed?, 7l.9barre1s; 0:1' .fl1elo11. At 

·1958 f'ormederuisihg dis;pesit1on '5 bget, on.'lfourse a)!ldaX1s 280°('1') •. ' 
. Speed .inereasedto .21 kliots at 2GOO; courseehallgedto 3050( T). . c. '. 

• ,. l16 - ':J\~I ........... J 

, 
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2t.SEPTl!'.MBER '194'4 

1200.J11ciMt'ion 

60/tt 

2000 Position 

126· - O:h7t E . 125~ -55.5! E .. 1260 -40:o6;~ E. . .. 
'1.2:- 56.4' Nlao-52.5' N '. 12° - 2~ .. :t! jr. I> ~ .. 

steeminga1J"b~tiQ;l1~.a~oa~itig ·Cent;al·.·· PhillipUtes;:it~ tllll' nlF" : .. '. 
s.t. rikes on theis1aJ41\1'I' ot. c.ebll •... l.eyte, NegreS811.·.d.'.SUl'. ro~~ .. " .. ,;; ii!!'ea.', 
At 0449 decrease4 speed to 11UlllotS. At. 052.78tl\'l"'4 ~o Ge~.,»il " 
Quartersstati~s; se.eurede.t· 0627 ~.. Carr1:it~ 'l:"~dtig)lt-er 
sweeps .811dairstriIte&'agaiiutttargets In· the area l11dl~ateq,"above; . 
the strlkeseont~nuililg't~oughowt,the day-.Uni ts otvat"iOIlS Task . 
Groups ·maneuvered·as requiredby·tliglJ;toP'eratitllls. "4t 1258 launch"; 
· eli two a1~era:1·thrselitplane'l'esC'uemi$sian.U.S~S. CASSIN YOUNG· 
.al.ongsi4eatl:5G91'prtranstElrOfpersC1>nnel, •. At 1745U1S.S. 
·O/lSSIN'nv.NGa1:~ilgsUe toieliver01:fiollfl math 'At 1811'recCPver­
edlllro):a:ll'tbythe "Dog . Method. Res);lleIl11sSl1oneompletedsuecess_ 

.. ,~cl":.l.ti. G.A.RO:BDTSoNret~nS'WJ.'j;hEas.O .• W .SCOTT,whoi S .' 
ettt8.-ehedti:> t:b;eU.S .• S.PlUNCJjlTON. U.S.S.·KNAP.f .alenge1de at 1838 
·tQtransterbs. SCOTT to thoU .• S.S. PRINCETON, 'S1;~~4toA1r 
Attack etatiollsatlS40. seeUl'eiat 193hAt,1843',pllrsuant to 
e.~irdFleet230347 •... MASSMHUalt'1'TS •. ·ALABAMA, .. WASm:INGlL'Oll· and 
lle.~h 99. U.S.S.·Rlj:AIJilY' J9Ue4 .. TaskGa:O\l.up38.,2,wader orders to 
PrOceed to supan .:tslan4,Mari8llllas. G3,'0111p.. :l!'ol'medcl'tI,is1ng 4La­
position' 5 Rt'lger'oll fieet.me ... 0800( '1')., . tleetcovse· 0770( Tl; at 

'15 . !mots. Gaile in u.s.s. NEW .1ERS:EY.; .0.'1'.0 •. a:n,d ComTaskGroup . 
38.2 is ReuAd:iniral lIQgan in U.S.S. BUNKER ltIL't..... .' 

.. 0S00Position . 
o . . 

J.3~ 16.3.' N 
130Q .., 37.7'- It 

25 SEP~,194t.· 

120@.~0siti0li!: 

1.30~ 34.8~N 
131.0 - 45.8! .;E. 

" .. 

20()~.po,sitlon 

3.3°-3$.7' N 
1330-57.6q~ 

.' St_iag as .. l!efore ii1 comPa1(11 With TUkGrouf 38.2 in 
(lr.uis1ng disposition 5 Rogl;l1' ontleet course 077° '1'h' fleet axis 
OSOO( '1') ""t 20kno1:e. ..II.t0512sto04 toGen~ral ~rters stations; 
secllredat 0612. At Q$OOtormed .Task Force.34, ancl beo~e. unit 
Qf Task Group 34.1 t .Viee.Mm'iral ... W.A. lJm.1nU .S.S.W~lUNGTON 

· eO .. IIlIII8ll ..•.. " .. ding .... ' .... :. ;H:O,t'Jlle..... ..."' .... CrU18 ....... 1 ... Iig.IU..fiP!'i!S .. 1ti. Q11 ' .. 4. NG..f.lee.t COU1'. .se alii · ax1e 09aCl.(.'l'h,at1S knots. Condllcted gune:r:y;811d, tactj,eal ex-
er. 0.1. ses. . .. tl¢.' .' .. OUS!l.. O,111t '.the, daY .•. l1iig"l1iaggi,la, .. ,g. as .,dir.·' .' .ected by Q~. '1',. C •. " . 

. M;lJl!!llllition exp.ended:.2kro.unis ~5"n8Cal. JIJk .. 32 projectiles; . 
24-- Charges;5."138.Cal ••.. SPD 1~ 'At '1647 u.s.s. MARSIiALL alomg-
8i.detofUel~ .Op.er.a1;ion.,c.llJlIlplete.d. at.1743.U.8.S. MARSiULL 

· l;l8.'V1n:g reeeind,,5l.75CLgal1Qlils1,'l1e1011.At2115ch~i!iged speed 
to \a,8'.'kaGts.,.~32\\}U:.S.S.COTT0Nreporteil 1I0tm.d eGnta()~ bear1ne; , 
078G( TI;, 1000 yards, •. _.2l30 .. ~:t'€;en~y, ship~ lett tO~llrse01,5Gl T) • 
Material; Conditi&n"Zebra"s'e't be10w seconddeek. At 2335. contact 
reportedQ,s'lilon"-litetallc. Changed eouse to 085GrT)at 23M). .' .. ' 

- 117 -

www.tinyurl.com/slover


0800 Position 

13: - j,..l' Ii 
137 -'aG.l.l E 

U.S.S. MASSAO}lqSET'lS 

WAR DIARY 

26 SEPTl!MBER' 1944 

120(9 Pos! tion 

. '~o -23.0' N. 
138o-14.4~ E· 

- -;:--"_._' _ ... 

. 601ft 

2000 Position 

.140 - 40.6' N 
1390 - 23.6~ E . 

Steaming as before in companyw1thTask Groilp 34.1 in oruis-
ing disposition 4 Sugar. Format1onaxis,()700 ('!I?), fleet course , 
GS50(~), fleet speeli 18 mots; enroute to Saipan... Omducted. 
tactioalandgulinerY' exercises throughOllt the daY'.1IJmitun:ition 
eXpendei:.4l ~Ol1nia - 5"/3S Cal.,m:. 18, Mali, 2 proJectUes; , 
6.6ClIargesfJmokeless powder, 5"/38 Cal.' ~DN. Duri~ maneu.vers, 
cQnfOl'llled>ingelleral to baseeot!l:rse0706(~h At.l!)S9 formed , . 

· oruisiD.g Usposi t1en 4 SUgar. On f1eetooU,l'se edans 0900 ( '1') , 
at 12 mot.s. At 1620 U .S.S.T+NGEY ~ong$1de to fuel; fueling oom.,. 
p1eted at 1734, u.s.S. 'l'INGEY lIavimg received 68,325 gallons fuel 
oil. 

0800 Position 

. 14: - 265.°' N 
141- 3 .3 t,E 

27 SEPTEMBER 1944 

1200 Position 

, 1J/'I - '23~4' 'N 
1420 - 30.0'. E 

2000· Position 

150~ OlP N 
1430 

- 43.1'E 

. Stel1lllimg . as. before ,1no.ompanY'with Task Group 34.1 OlilTari.ous 
courses aud' speea.s to efteet,renliezvollswithTask Unit 30.8.11 ' 
farfuel1ng... At 0505 U.S.$.];OWA eel U.S.S. NEW JERSEY left· the 
fo~t.ioD..',' with eseor%" to.' fuel. R.6m.a111ing unltsad. J," ustedstations t­
in tomat1.on. At 0.'7(0) U.S.$. WASElINGmN and CrulU:v -14 1eftthe 
formation to fuel. Fuel111g course ud axis .090o( T). " A:t'1050 
eam&8.long.pOl't sidelJ.S.S'ENORXE, and at 1116 began receivil1g 
fuel. e~1eted fueling at 1406 baving received 614,685' gallons 
fuel oll.CQna.u.cteli gann ... erY'. ·exe,rei.ses during the afternOOJ!i;r' 
ammanitiol1 expGcll.ea..:. 2$& - 416roUllds.imT; 1~' rOUlllds. '][E.I:; 
40J4M - 622 rounds, DT.At 1,553 fOl:'med.erllis1:ug.dispos1tilbn 4 
Sugar on fleet oourse 6.lld we 0900 (T),' at .15la1ots. At 1626 
courSe changed te0300(T). • Began zi~zae;gimg as directed by 
O~·T.O. At 2300 changed course to 1000 (T) . 

28 SEPTJmWER 1944 

Stel1llling aslilElfore ;IJi .ccm1pan;y With Task Grollp 34.1 enrollte' 
Saipan. At 0427si&!:b.ted. Saipan Island bea.1:'il1g 13QO(T) • Fleet 
axis rotated to l'O~('!I?)at 0431, and a.t044S ehangedeO\2rse to 1450 

(T). At 0455formed~oruisimgdisposit1on 4 Nan. Steamed on various 
cOUrses and at speeds as dire.eted bY',O.T.q. and Division (ilommander. 

· 6l1dat 0628/;\nch\l>red j,nr~ads off SaipeBarbor. ,6alpan lslani, 
1larianas Group, lll.1.crtl!. ~ 108 in 17 fathoms of water with 90 

· fa.thoms of the port'anchor chain. in use. Anchorago'.bearings: 
Sh!psRead. 1610 ('!I?);B1a.ck ~tack, -135°('1'); Left tangent Tinian, 

• - 118 .. 
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U~S.S. MAS,SACESETTS 60/tt 

s' ........ ". .... . .. WARJ>IitRy. . . . .~Q l~1 
172.6P{T); Lett tangent Saipan. 1G2~2(){Tl. At 0634 set the Port ,.' 
WarViateh,beg8,t1IiOl'JIialporttoutlne.".At 113lfU.s.S. TEE SULLIVANS .: . 

. t1ei I1palongsidetor re~~\rS.· ··~t1~j~cemp32e.teci . pUmping 1600 " .. 
gallons Uesel ol1t.O u.s.S. TElES'O'LLI\1':AN'S.U.s.S. IOWA radar ~. \' . . 

56 m11ese;t 173() •. Matel"l,a1 Qond1,!;ion "Zebra" setbe1ew the second' .'. , 
deek,and thesb.i'Pda"'k~ifed. At 1750s1;004to. Air' Attack stationB!,:..:~1 " 
MEtt~rial ~~dit1~ "4ebra:" set throughout theslll.ip! 'Unident11'1ei .• 
Pl-;~ 1O.~t1tied Qs .. trien!U.y at 1$G3, and a:t 1804 securedtrem Air I " 
Attack,.aet.1;he':Port .War Watch. Unless lndicatedotherwise Material I 

QonC:U.tiG~·Yoke" is set daring darklless. and }gateria1 Condition ' 
!I,X-raY" daringdayl1gllt; whileshipis1'l1port. 

29·SEPl'EMiER 1944-

. 2000 Posi tioD. 

15P ,;; 20.5·' N 
1450 -08.0~ E 

Anchored as .before. At 0910 began pllinping 6,000 gallons 
tresh.water taU.S.S.· 'TJ'l:!. SULLIVAl'S. Atl12G U.S.S. SULLIVANS 
udex:way and charea the port. Side. ~unitlon ligllter. alongside 
tr0ll11425 to. 1515. At 1600 stationed special sea details; made 
all preparations tor. getting underway, purSUail.tto OomThirdF1eet' s 
281255, directing Task For.ce 34 plus oneOVL and two destroyers 
and 'faskGroup 3$~2 to depart Saipanand proceed to Ul1thi-~ Under­
way at 1659, maneuvering onvariolis. courses and at various ' speeds 
while tormingcrliising'disposit1on 4 Sugar. From 1710 to -1724 
stood to Air Attaek stati.ons. . F1e.et course and, e.xis 27GG{ r.r), 
t1eet speed 15. bots. Zig";zaggiJig as directed byO~e., .-and 
at' 213Gchanged course pd axis to 2250 {T). .. ' . 

G8GG PesitlQn' 

140 - 01.2 1 'N 
1430 - 35.7~ :$ 

)0 SEPTEDER 1944 

12.00. Position 

130 
- G3.5' N 

1Uo - 5).6l E 

20(1) Position 

11° - 58 .• 3' N 
1q,E)O -59.4! E 

Stealni~aSb(!tore in cOlIl.JllUly'·with r.raskGrolip 34.1 in 
czuis1ng t01'lll1iition.,4· Sugar, OlLf~eet eourse and e.xiB225o( r.r) at 
17 knots •. 'fheship i~ darkenedtrl!lIll snns.et to sunriseanll,'is in 
Qonil1tion ot lieacu.ness :l;I; Engineering CoD4ition 33, ." Aircratt . 
Condition 8, <;Gnditlon ot .Radar· Silence. 5 are set. ",Vll.ile under­
way, unless otherwise indlpated •. Material conditiGn~Yoke" is . 
. set during darkness IUld .Material Condition Yoke belOW se¢ond . 
deck, Ma:liellia1COndl1;ion "X-rat". al:love,a~in~da~light.At 0232 
u.,S~.s. JIITU·ERrepor.tedsol'!l1d contact, bearing. 2$0 (T). distance 

).O,GO() yaru .. :J!lme:r.gencytun lett to course 115o(.r.r).execllted at 
0236. So~conta~t lost by U.S.s.MTJJJmat0240 •. At 0244 
changei course to ~~5ot T). and commenced zig-zagging as directed 
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i '8y a.If.c .Oonb!l1ied ~t1eal~~(gWme~y "exer9ises threugholllt 
i the day. Stood to~~ttl:l.~~.;~ta't10nsfrom0836to ie35 daring. 
I, . \ . eoarse.o1'eimu1:atedAi-r \ Att~."'by1rl'$ndiy planes. Exercise oon-

... ------. "~'I:,:~:~-~-"'-'- ,. 
","v 

60/1'1' 
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, " 

to 1344. At 1344 .1'o1"ll1ederu:tsing disposi tieR 4 Suga'1' on tleet t.in ...... \led dllri .. ng .. afte .... r .. R'Gon.St.e. P'd.t .... O' .... A1r .A .. t.ta'ek. sta'tio.l1strom. ··12G5 ; .~.' . .... . 
ooarse andaxls'22;~{!) at 15 knots. Coarse and . a:x:isehanged . . '.' 
to 2100 (T) at 1450,. and coarse changed to 1800 (T) at 1503. At w,;= ' , '. 
1800. oearse ehang~d to 2700 ( T). and at 2308 to .. 1800 ( T) • . \ 
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'j, 

60/ff 

MASSACHUSETTS ", .' ,'" " ','" ,E.N-Tl~L u.s,s. 

coHeJJB :' ',WAR DIARY 
11 

1 OCTOBER 1944-

, . 'stea:n\1ng enrollte fa:om'Saipan., MarianaS Islands', to' 
Ulithi AtQtl, Caroline Group in company with Task GrO'llp 34, 
,organized as follows: " '" " 

Task Foree 34 (Vice Admiral W.A. LEE) ," ' 
" . Task Grou! 3,01 Battle Line (Viee Admiral Lee) 

. Bat» v _ (Rear Admiral Hustvedt) 
, , " ,lOWA (F), ' -0 

NEW JERSEY ( FF ) . t:: 
BatDiv ,~' <g , 
.'. ,'" 'ALABAMA. (F) 0 

, MASSACHUSETTS "'-' 
WASHINGTON 

(Admiral W.A. LEE is in the U.S.S.' NEW JERSEY as 
CollllliaIi.der·Thir,d Fleet; in temporary absence of 
Admiral W. F. HALSEY, and as Commander' Task Force 
34, and COIlDllBJider Battlesh.tps Pacific.) , ' 

,(jJ 

-~, 
Task,GrOup 34.2 Right'Flank 

OrUDiv 14. " , , " 
.vINCENNES (F) 

(Rear Admiral Whiting) 

HOUSTON 
MIAMI' 

\. DesDiv 104 , 
l . Also present are INDEPENDENCE and escorts, acting as 

Task Group 34.9 

'Curl'ent, movements is, pursuant to instructions in disp~teh 
, of ComThird Fleet; to ComTask Group 38.2 and ComTask Force 34, 

dated 28 SeptaJllber1944, directing Task Force 34 with one light 
carrier end escorts and Task Group 38.3 to sail from Saipan ,on 

, 29 S,eptembera:t 1730 .andto pro~eed to Ulithi by a designated 
route ar:tivingat.OC;OO,l October. 1944 (All timef) Item). Pre .. 

, cautione are being taken to avoi.d Visual sighting from Rota, 
Island. Taetiealand Gwfuery exerciSeS are belngeonducted 
while enl'oute.' The ,Task ,Force ,is steaming in cruising dis- , 
position 4 Sugar, fleet ()Ourse 1800 ( T); fleet axj,s, 2l00 ( Tl. , 
Standard speed is 15 knots. 'steaming, at IS knots,. , " Basieall,Y , ' 
tlle ship ~s inCandi tion III dul'i:ngd!j;ylight ~dConditH)nII 
dliririg dal'kness ·zig~zagging is i,naceordBJiee with O. T .C. 

;.-c; 
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C cIItIf{lf)E N TI A+B DIARY 

instructions. O.T.C. is Vice Admiral W.A. LEE in U.S.S. NEW 
JEIlS)!:Y. ' . . . 

At ,0028 changed fleet course to 2100 (T), and at 0355 change a, 
fleet course to 030.?( T) • Cruising disposi tion4 Nap, formed at. 
0420; fleet guide, U.,S.S. IOWA; division guide U.S.S • .AI.ABAMA';'At 
0430stood.to QeneralQ,uarters stations; secured· at 0530, Sight·ed 
Uli thi Atoll a:iJ.d fOllowed movements· of Division Quide in entering 
port •. At 0708. anchored in Berth 16, in 18 fath'Omsof wa,ter. 

Set the Port War Watch and. began following nOrmal port toutine. 

.,:1):' 

Ship is qP, fOur hours notice for getting underway. At 1315 U.S.S • 
. WOODWORTH alongside to ruel; 14.49 U.S.S; WOODWORTH cleared side 
~ftEirreceiving 75,775 gallons Of fuel oil.' u:;S.S. MONTGOMERY 
alongside at ,1730 to deliver in,jured personnel. 

2 OCTOBER 1944 

. '. . At 0643 U.S.S. BE1u.Y alongside to transfer. to this ship,' '. 
JI •.. CO.tDiV1!!IGH .. T (Rear, Admiral G .• B., " DAVIS) . and members of his staff. 

ComJj'atDiv EIGHT came abOard ap,d ho~sted h~s flag. . 
'Task Force 34 organization modified to the following: 
Task FOrCE) }4 (Vic.a Adjniral W.A. LEE) . '.. . 

Task.Group H.I Battleline (Vice Admiral W.A. LEE) 
Batbiv·7 . (Rear Admir8.l RUSTVEDT) 

.. IOWA (F) 
NEW JEIlSEY (FFF)' 

BatDiv 8 
MAssACHUSETTS (F) 
WASHINGTON (FF} 

BatDiv9 (Rear Admiral HANSON) 
. . SOUTH DAKOTA (F) , .. 

ALABAMA 
Admiral W.F. HALSEY,'ComTliird Fleet, present in NEW JERSEY: . 

Vice AQmiral W.A. LEE,ComBatFac present' inw.A$HJ;NGT.ON. 
. At 1055 received signal ttF1ash~Red"frem~Il)PA. Manned Air 

Attack Stations; set MaterialOonditi6n"Zebra~'. SigIial "Flash 
White" reQeived fromsOPA at 1100.; se.~ed· from Air Attack 
stations ,resumed Condition III. . 

At 1155 U;6.S. BRONSON alongside toruel. Operationcom.-
,- pleted at 1440, U.S.S. BI/.ONSONhavitig received 51,600 gallons of 

flleloil. During foren,oonconducteddiving operations to inspeQt 
serEiws,shafts alia, rudd.e);'s. U.S.S. ALDEBliRAN received along port 
Side for stores aild provIsions at 1327.- U.S;S; DORTCH alongside 
to fuel .at 1521; ,operation completed at 1613. Diving operations 
cOIltinllEid during afternOon. At 1658 U.S.S. ALDEBliRAN underway from 
port side,and at 1740l)'.S.S. OIMAIl.RON alongside to 'fllel U.S.S. 
MASSACHus:ET~. • . 
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BB59/Al2-1/Al6-3 U.S.S. MASSA,QHUSE'l'i'S 

St~tif . . WAR~IARY 
, Weatb:~.conditftl'b;Sg.eteriorated during the day. '!'he sky w~s 

overcast, ceiling lOW'i"'squal1s frequent. Barometer dropped from. . '. . 
-29.71 at 1200 to 29.67 at 1800, and the force of the wind increaseR- .' . 
from force 3at 1200 to' force 5 at 1900. All data indicated atrop~ 
ical disturbance"of l;Iomeintensity passing to northward •. The ship . .... . 
was made seoure for heaVY-weather, and preparations were made for ..... ; 
getting Q,Ilderway on' one l!i,)urs' notice. 'At 1941 fUe'ling operations ~'" '. i " 
completed; received 35.0,737 gallons fuel oil at 600F and 6,979 gallons " 
di,e~eloilat 850 F. .... ....... • ' i' 
'.' l "!. • I 

. ~'O'CTOBER 1944 . 

1200 Position 
. 090 - IS. 3 " N 

1400 - 10.4'- E 

. 2000 Position 
680 - 44.3' N 

1410 - 25.3' E 

. Pursuant t6 orders by radio from 0.'1'. C,. prepara tions were made 
. to get underway at 0730 and sortie in COl!1paily with Task ForoeJ4. 

Weather conditions rem.ained bad due to the tropioal disturbanci'e to 
tb.e nQrth. '. At 0605U.S.S. C.IMARRON UJlderway from porteide. -Under-. 
ymy at 0723-•.. During the run down theohannel inside the Atoll two 
Ma~l!: S}1adars were kept on designated targets and ranges t~en witb. 
thel!1 ohecked with the position of the ship as determined bl Visual 
bearings_ . As the ship neared theentranoe ohannel the weather closed 

; ..... , .... ; .. in, making impossiblethetllk'ing of anY bearings visually. Radar 
ranges were plotted continuc;lll<sly, and these, together with dead 

· reokoning, furnished what proved to be an aoourate plot 'of the 
ship's traok through the narrow Channel. . 

At 0906 changeci speed to 14 knots; formed cruising dispo'sition 
4 .Nan on fieetcourse and axis l500 l '1'). CruisingcU,sposition 4 
Sugar .forme.d at 0955 on' fleet oourse and Il.xis l400(T)~-at15 knots. 
Course changed to 1200('1') at 1352 •. Fleet course and axis changed 
to 060°('1') at 1830,atW-at 1902 ohanged oob,l;'f!e to 0000(.T) •. Axis' 
ohanged. tQOOOo at 1913.. At 2156oourseCl3,.f).nged to 290Q( '1'). 

. . 'Fhestormabated sOl!1ewhatdurlng the day, the barome'ter 
· rising from 29.66 at 0100 to 29.76, at 2400, and the 1'oroe 01' the 
· wiild deo1ining from ,1'orce 7 to 1'orne 5 in· the same period. 

4,OCTQBER 1944 

OSOO Position 
090- 55.4'N 

1390 - 27.1' E 

Steaming as be1'ore in company with TaskForce 34. ; NIaneuvered 
as directed by O. T .• C. ,preparing to reenter Ulithi Atoll. At 0725 
torme.a cruising di$posltlon4Nan •.. At OS4Tentered Ulithi Atoll by 
Muga:i C~~J.~d proceededto)3erth Zl, ~oring\at 0934, in .. 

· 24 t!ltl)..s~~wat~r~i t4120 fathoms of the :por~ chaih. Se~ the 
the Port WarWatCl1 alid .resumed normal port ro.ut;Lne as pe=tted by 
Co. nd:ltfono-f R.eadiness ;for getting underway (4 hours). " 'ii!f? ... ' . 

. '-. '. . . '12' 3,69 .' ~" .• 
123 -
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WAR DIARY 

5 OCTOBER 1944 

Routine . flight operations conducted. During forenoon con­
dUcted sh1l-l10wwater divi~g operations to free the screws'of LO'1' 
670, tied up astern, of an.,8" manila line. At 0941 U.S.S. WEDDER'" 
BURN. alongside to provisH>n.-

6 OCTOBER 1944 

2000 Position 
,090 -M)~3' N 

1390 -26.:3' E 

Launched planes for anti-submarine patrol during morning. 
U.S;S.LAWS alongside at 0814 tor minor repairs, stores'and fuel­
ing. 

Pursuant to ComThird Fleet dispatch 01'6 -October 1944, Task 
'Feroe 34 was dissolved at Gf 1200, and Uilits of Task Force 34 . 
joined Groups, of Task Force 38 to whioh they had previouslY been 
assigned. 'l'ask Groups 38.2 and, 38.3 are present. Organization is 
as follows: - . 

TaskForce 38 (Vice Admiral M.A. MITSCHER) 
.. ' . Taek Group 38.2 (Rear Admiral C.F. BOGAN) 

.. INTREPID (F) . 
BUNKER. HILL 
CABOT 
INDEPENDENCE 
HANCOCK 

BatDiv 7 (Rear Admiral BADGER) . 
- IOWA (F) -

. NEW JERSEY (FFF) 
CruDiv 4 (Rear Admiral WHITING) 

. VINCENNES (F) 
HOUSTON 
MIAMI 

CruDiv 11 
SAN DIEGO Or) 
OAKLAND 

Desron 52 and 53 

Task Group 38~(n:ear\-A,dmiral F.C. SHERMAN) 
. ". . ES ',. (F) ".' . 

, LEXINGTON ( FF) 
LANGLEY 
PRINCETON 

B.atDiv 8 (Re~rAdmiralDAVIS) 
MASSAOHUSETTS {F) .. 
WASHINGiON (F of ColllBat!'ac) 
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StlttI 
U~'S!B. MASSACHUSETTS 

W.AR1>I.ARY 

BatDiv 9 (Rear Admiral RANSON) 
800m DAKOTA (F) 
ALABAMA. 

CruDi.., 13 (Rear Admiral DuBose) 
SANTA FE (F) . 

, '. Br.RM:rNGHilM 
,MOBILE . 

Desron 50, 55 
• 

Admiral W.F.HALSEY,COMMANDERTHmD FLEET, present in NEW 
;rERSEY: Adlniral W.A. LEE, ComBatPac, .·present in WASHINGTON •. 

. Pursuant to instructions c~>ntain~d in Comi4"stCal"TaskForPac 
operation order No. 11-44 and in dispatch,of C6mTask Group 38.3 

. made preparation to get underway and oarry out operations in conn­
ection with landiIigs by So.uthwest Pacific Forces in ,Leyte 'Gulf, 
Plliil.1ppine Islands •.. Underway at 1643; sortied. At 1820 formed 
cruising disposition 5. "Roger", . axis 0900( T), a.s a .. uni t . of' Task 
Group .38 • .,; alld at 2000 rendEjzvoused with Task Group 38.2 at 090- . 

, 40~··N;1.,90-20' . E ,f'o~ng . oruising o.i sp Oi:l,i ti on JWi11iam with an s 
06QO(T); fleetoourse 3350! TI, at 18)a1ots, all a;:l direoted by Com­
TaskFor 38 by despatch ttl COlliTask Gr'O'hp 38.28.D.d.OomTask Group 38.3. u.s.s. RENO andU.S.S. BIRMINGHAM did not s()rtie, remaining in the 
harbor tooompleteprovisioning. . . . '. ' . 

, Fleet course ohanged',to 3500(T); SP!!ed reduced to 18 knots. 
Enroute to'rendezvous with Task Groups 3\B.l and 38~4 at 150";30' N, 
1380 ... 00' E, as direoted by OomFirstCarTaakForJ;>ao operation order 
11-44. . '. 

Basioally, the ship is in Condition II duriilg darkness and 
Condition III during daylight. 

osoo Position 
.~.,. 

120 -37.8.' N 
1380 -41.2! E 

7 OCToBER 1944 

1200 Position 

.130-46:2'N 
138°-28; 9 ~ E 

2000 Posi tion 

.15°-55.1' N . 
138°-25.3' E 

Maneuvered as'neoessary to launch oarrier airoraft f'or C.A.P. 
and A.S.P~ U.S.S. LONGSHAWreported steering casualty at. 0906, indioa­
ting hQWever,that she wOuld stay olear of'f'ormatio.n; at 0910 U.S.S. 
LONGSHAW regained steering control and resumed station. Stood to . 

. General Quarters Statii>ns f'or drill during'i'Orenoon. . . 
Fleet course ohanged to0150(T) at 1700; speed ohanged to 17' 

knots. Rendezvoused with T~sk Groups 38.1 and 31h4 as soheduled. 
Formed crUising disposition 3 William' on fleet axis 0600(T). 

Steaming enroute to f'uel1ng ·.rendezvou$ at 190.-00' N, . 1390 .. 00 'E. 
. .' . 
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0800 Position 

18°-23.9' N 
1380-'38.3' E 

8. OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

180 -15.7' N . 
1380-02.1' E 

2000 Position; 

180-04.5' N 
1360-43.4' E" 

At dawn met uni tsof Fueling Group 30. 8, tormedoruising 
disposition modified 5 lioger, fleet oourse and axis ~600( '1'), 
speed 10 knots. During forenoon received U.S.S.GATLINGand 
U.S.S. INQ-ERS0LL alongside to fuel. At ll20U.S.S. RENO and. 
U.S.S. BIRMINGHAM"joilied Task Group 38.3. AlongsideU;S.s. 
CACHE to fuel- at 1322; operation oompleted at 1710, this ship 
receivine;;247,083 gallons fuel oiL During9peration, U .S.S. 
PRITCHETT oame alongside to transfer. U.S. and.. oUicial mail. 
C,rl11sing disposition 5 Roger formed at· 200<;>; f'leet axis 2600 
(T),tleet oourse 2950 ('1'), at 18 knots. \ 

, 
0800 Position 

1<)0_49.2' N 
lJ4°-44.3)E 

9 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Posi tion 2000 Position 

Steaming as before, .enrollte to support carrier air strikes 
agl;!instJapanese shipping and facilities in the area of Okinawa'Jima 
in the Nansei ShotQ Group.:)l'leet oourse ohangedto . 0100('1') at 
0400. Stood to General ~uarters Stations from 0437 to 0557. 
Formation,axis rotated to 0300 ('1') at 1043. U.S. Ma:ll,wasdeliv­
ere,d to this ship by the U.S.S. COGSWELL, which caine'ai.o:QSsio.e 
at 1121. ,Fleet course changed to 3000( '1') at noon, arid speed in­
creased to 23 knots; began approach to position from which dawn 
strikes will be launched. At 2100 increased spoedto 25 knots. 

At 1400, the, Captain addressed th e crew over the Public 
Address System as follows: .' ' , 

"This is the Captain speakillg. Tonight we are on our 'way 
,to. open the action of a' vast 'new operation in the Western 
Pacific. The early date of this operation following the land- . 
ings in Palau is the result of our remarkable sucoess in the 
strikes on the Phillipines. " 

This new operation, as: usual, will lead to a landing. lIlhen 
and where, I cannot t.ell you UJltil later •. It is enou@:! for. us . 
to know. that Task Force 38 leads ott, as usual, with a damaging 
blow to some important enemy position. The purpose of this 
blew is to weaken t1ieenemy;s ability to counter .the landings 
when they oome. 

Task Foroe38 has all four groups in this operation, and 
is therefore one-third stronger than it was when it hit the 

. Phillipines~ . . 
. Our objective tomorrow is Okinawa. Okinawa,unlike the .' / 

islands Ie have attacked before, is not oonquered or mandated {j? 
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territory. It is one o"f the home iSlands, about 300 miles routh 
,of Japan :proper~ It is about ,,10 times as big as Saipan and has 

seYE?l,'I;!.l gC)od 'harbors. Its strategic importance lies in the fact I­
that it is a staging point for aircraf~ ~lown from Jap~, proper, 
southward to FOr)Ilosa, ,t,hence to the, Ph~l~ppines and the'Indies. 
It is obvious, thE?refore, that to wreck its 81r' facilities 'will 
cut off the flow or reinforcing aircraf,tfrom'the southern Ili'ea. 

At present 'there is no reEreonto belirie t;.liat we have been 
discovered. If this· be true", we can expect- to make another of 
those surprise ,attacks, for which Task Force ;8 has. now become 
renowned. It goes without saying that we must be prepared for 
air attack and possibly surface action. . 

As successive phases of this operation develop, I will ' , 
give youm9re information. In the meantime, it will be interest­
ing for you to know that tomorrow morning you will be 'only 400 
miles from Kyushu, the southern island of Japan proper." 

OSbo,Position 

240-33.9' N 
1290"02.3' E 

10 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

250-03.7' N 
1290-33.3' E 

2000 Position 

240-29.4' N 
1290-22~8' E 

At 051S stood to General Q.uarters Stations, and shortly 
thereafter the carriers began launching planes for fighter sweeps 
and air strikes 'against Japanese airfields, shore installa.tions and 
shipping in the area of the Island of Okinawa Jima. Tactical sur­
prise was achieved, and as there were no indications of an enemy 
attack on our surface forces, secured fromGeneralQu~tersSta­
tions at OS50. ' At 0955 our carrier planes, reported twoen6J!lY 
supply ships, alreadr damaged by bombing, about 40 miles to ' 
the west of our force. The U.S.S. MOBll.E, U.S~S.COTTEN, and 
U .S.S. GATLING Were order'ed' to leave the formation and attack 
the enemy, vessels. However. by the time' our ships reached the 
scene (:If 'action, the enemy ships ~ad be,en sunk by planes. , 

Air ,strikes continued through the day. At l54S changed 
fleet course to 2200 (T), alid began retiring southeastward to'fuel­
ing 1'endezvous with units of Task Group 30.8'at'200-00'N, 12So-
00' E. ,Stood to Air Attack Stations at 1752;' secured at194i~. 

0800 Position 

190-53.8' N 
1210 -5S.5' E 

11 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position '2000 'Posi tion , 

190 -57.3' N 
1250-18.3' E 

, Stood to General Q.uarters Sta~ ons at 051~, secured at 0618. 
, At 0735 joined Task Group 30.S, forming cruising disposition 5 

"Roger", modified for purposes of fueling. Fleet course chan..s:~CJ... 7 
• ' 12 Jb~ 
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to 2600:{ T); speed reduc.ed to 12 knotS. 'Formation axis is OSOO.(.T). 
U.S.S. LAWScalile alongside to fuel at 0'7'59. Completed fueling USS 
LAWS at 0915, p.aving t:iisc:\w.rged 74,530 gallons fuel oiL La.unched" 
and recovered one aircraft. for Anti-.submarine patroL U.S.S. 
HEALY alongside to fuel at 1000; operation completed a'\; 11,06, USB 
HEALY having recehed 79.030 gallons fuel oil. U.S.S; OOQ-SWELt .' 
alongside at 1429 to transferU.'S. and official malL At'1453 

. qame along port side of U .S.S. QUADALUPE and began receiving fueL 
Fueling completed at 1505, this: Ship having received 4'58,041 ga1- . 
10ns of fuel oil. . i 

. Fueling operations· completed. At 1818 increased speed to 24 
knots and at 1900 changed fleet course to 3200( T) ,;In accordance 
witli COm,FirstCarTaskForPac Operation Order 11-44, o egan apProach 
to position frOm which Air Strikes are .to be launched agains tin­
sta11atlons on the IS.land of FOl'jll.osa an(l Japanese shipping' iuad.,;!' 
jacent waters. .e .' 

.' Stood to Air Attack Stations 'at :1.830; Secured at 1912. The .. 
'rElaKForceisevident1y being follOWEjd by Japanese planes as 
several unidentified aircraft were reported' in the area •. · 

. At 1400 the Captain addressed the. crew over the J;'ublic 
Adqress System as tol10ws: . '. 

"ThiS is the Captain speaking. Tonight we start tb,e.run-in 
.. for· the second phase of our operation~ Today we have beeil.'t\l;e1-. 

irig in waters that a few weeks ago were stronglY held by t:liS,' '. 
enemy. We are 400 miles from Ok~wa, 400 miles. from FormOSa, 
and 250 miles from Luzon. Our. bO),dness in bringing tankers 'into 

. such an area must be galUng to the Japanese •. The Japs are making 
strong efforts to keep track of \lS, but not tClattack us. They. 
tracked us during last night and today they have had us under ob.­
serv'ation. '!We of the tracking planes were shot down.. The Jap"; 
anese are very anxious to know Where we are going next:- 'Weare 
trying to prevent them from·disc.o.vering. During the day we have 
been. heading towards the Philippines, and two ta.sk groups made a 
fighter sweep over nOJ:'thern Luzon, with fairly good results. At 
dark t.onight we will be heading toWard Luzon at 24 Plots. As 
soon as it ls completely dark, we! will change course 900 right 
for our. new objective'" Formosa •. As everyone knows, Formos'a is 
one of the stronges~ Jap positions outside the home islands. It 
is our purpose to wQrk over this strongly held position for two 
days, and then to retire for fueling. 

I anticipate that we will be disoovexed. during the night and 
tracke.d. It appears too much: to expect that we can surprise 
Formosa tomorrow·. However, we can deal with whatever the enemy 
chooses to. send against us. . . 

Our position tomorrow morning will be about 100 miles from 
Formosa and 250 miles from the China coast." 
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l200.Ppsitipn 

220.-47.3' N 
1220.-57.5' E 

6O/ft 

2000 Ppsitipn ~. 

220.-50.0' N 
123p-09.3'E 

Apprpach~ng strike positipn, abptit.12p-20' N, 1220-40' E, 
frpm which ppint the carriers will launch air strikes'against 
airfiel.ds, shpre installatipns and. industrial targets on the 
island PI' Fprmpsa. Stpo.d to.' General ~uarters Statipns. fpr dawn 
alert at 0554. Severa.l unidentified planes were reported. closing 
the Task Grpup, and at 0545 varipus ships cpmmenced firing uppn 
enemysircraft. Firing continued intermittently until dawn, but 
the enemy did not Press the attack. At sunrise Our carriers be­
gan launching fighter sweeps and air striltes which continueo. 
thrpughput the day •. Enemy planes were repprted in the vicinity 

'of.tll'e fprmatipn from time to time during the day, but npne came 
close enpg,gh to. be fired upon by pur surface craft. However, 
pur COmbat Air patrpl. .destroyed several enemy planes b"efpre 
they liould clpse the Task Group. " 

At sunset stopd' to, Air. A'J;tack Stations. A group of enemy 
planes was repPrteo. closing the Task Force. Task Group 38.2 

,opened fire and shpt down three enemy planes in flames, wi thing 
the space of about five minutes; A few planes apprpached this 
Task Grpup and several ships including' the MASSACHUSETTS ppened 
fire. The plan,es were driven pff, but it is npt thpUght that 
any were destroyed at this time. Varipus grpups of planes cpn- . 
tinued to clpse the 'rask Fprce and a number of.fJ,:/l.res were drppp­
eO. by enemy planes. From time to time the other Ta.skGJ,:oups Were 
observed tiring and at 2122 this ship commenced firing again .with 
5" and machine gun batteries. Again the planes were driven pff 
without apparent damage to either planes pr ships. All ships 
carried putemergenoy maneuvers as ordered by O.T.C. While enemy 
attaoks were being made. In general however, a ,base cpurse 
which will take the force a short- distance northea.stward fpr a 
night retirement is being fpllpwed. Strikes are to' be continued 
tomprrow. 

0800 Ppsitipn 

220.-44.4' N 
1220.-30.6' E 

13 OCTOBER 1944, 

1200 Ppsition 

220 -59.0' N 
1220.-23.3' E 

2000Ppsitipn 

220.-39.9' N" 
1220.-10.8.' E 

,Cpntinued emergency maneuverlng while, repelling air attacks. 
Secured from air attack statipns at 0150. Stppd to., Air Attack 
stations at 0544 fpr dawn alert • 
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At dawn the carriers launched planes for continued strikes , "" 
'agains,t F, ormo~a. ThrougJ;t0ut t"he dl;l:y, ,the Task Gro, t;p, maneuV,ered t,o" ' 

conform to fllght operatJ.ons. At 1825 stood to An Attack Stations ' 
for evening alert. A number of enemy planes were reported in the ~'~" 
vicinity of the formation.' Ships in Task Group 38;2 were obs,erved' . 
firing at l8J4, and an, enemy plane was observed to crash in flames. ',' , , 
At 1840 one of the ':fighters of our Combat Air Patrol shot down an _=:= ',' i , " 

enemy plane dead ahead. This ship began firing' at 1842. At 1845 - :~. 
O.T.C. reported that the U.S.S. CANBERRA a unit of Task Group 38.1 \ 
had been torpedoed and was dead in the water, with her 'engine rooms 
flooded. The U.S.S. WICHITA was detailed to take the damaged vessel 
in tow. CruDiv13 was det,ached from Task Group 38.3 and ordered to 
join Task Group :38.2 to replace CruDiv 14 which was standing by with 
the U.S.S. CANBERRA. , :DesDiv 100 was ordered to accompany CruDiv lJ. 
At 1948 afte.r all firing had ceased, speed was decreased from 24 ' 
knots to 20 knots. At 2117 secured from Air Attack and set Condition n. ' " ' 

N:o more strikes were scheduled byComFirstCarTaskForPac Opera­
tion Order 11-44, but in view of the damage sustained by the USS 
CANBER.RA ComThirdFl:eet ordered strong fighter sweeps launched 
against airfields on Formosa the following morning to afford more 
protection to the damaged cruiser and her escor.ts. 

All groups retired eastward a short dista~ce during the night 
to return in ,time to be inposition to launch fighters at dawn. 

0800,position 

220 -5J.8' N 
l220-56.9~ E 

14 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

2Jo-21.4 , N 
,12Jo-)2.2' E 

2000 Position 

220-15.2' N 
125.0-05.8' E 

, Steaming in vicintiy of strike position, prior to launching 
fighter sweeps over Formosa airfields • 

. Stood,to Air Attack Stations at 0544, secured at 0848. Fight­
ersweeps continued through the morning" 'as heavy ships Of the 
Task Group fueled destroyers. This ship fueled the U.S.S. 'COTTEN, 
LQNGSHAW, GATLING and HEALY. During the 'morning, O.T.C. reported 
that ,the U.S.S. HOUSTON which had been protecting the U.S.S. 
CANBERRA had been torpedoed by a Japanese plane., ' 
, At l1J5- after morning fighter sweeps had been completed, Task 
Groups J8.2 and J8.J changed course to lJ50 (T), increased speed. to 
24 knots, and began retiring,to a fueling rendezvous with units of 
Task Group 30.8 at approximately l80-JO'N,1280-00'E. Task Group 
38.1 remained in the vicinity of Task Group JO.5 to afford pro­
tection from further enemy air attacks. ; 

During mid-afternoon, a small group of enemy aircraft attack­
ed the Task Groups ,but were repulsed by our Combat .Air Patrol alid 
anti-airai-aft fire without haVing ,inflicted any damage. ,At dusk 

, ~nother group of enemy, planesattacke,d this Task Group, and succeed-
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ed in breaking into the formation. One enemy torpedo plane, a 
"Jill" after lauIiching a torpedo at the U~S.S. LANGLEY in an 
unsuccessful attack ,approached this ship. The plane was taken J. 
under fire and was. shot down in. flames a short dist~ce off our 
starbo.ard bow. Shortly therafter ano.ther plane of the same 
type al)proached.tp.!s ship from tile starboard. quarter. It,too 
was shot down in flames by oUr machine gun ba.ttery. During the 
attack an enemy plane orashed into the fantail of the U.S.S. 
RENO, oausing few casualties and minor damage. 'ul'tttacks had 
ceased by 1830, althocigh enemy planes remained in the,vicinity 
of the formation until mid-night. 

0800 Position 

. 180 -48.1' N 
. 1289,.,14.7' E 

15 OCTOBER 1944 

.1200 Position 

180-05.3' N 
1280-56.3" E . 

. 2000 Position 

l80-43~1' N 
1300-06.3' E 

Steaming as before, enroute to fueling l' eilde zvo us with Task 
Group 38·.3 on oourse1350 (T) at 24 knots. 0522 Stood to General 
Q.uarters. 1111 AlongsideU.S.S. KASKASKIA, one of eight tankers 

, Of Task Group 30.8. Received displ;I.tch from COmmander Task Group 
38.31;1.bCiut 1600 cl;I.uc.elling a strike against Luzon scheduled for 
tomorrow and ordering preparations made for a long range search 
a.nd attack on Japanese .fleet. ·Changed course to northward and 
began.· searehes for Japanese fleet. 

. 0800 Position 

220,...14~ 8" N 
l270 -52.9'E 

16 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

220-23.5'·N 
1270-59.0' E 

. . 

'200(}"'Posi:tion 

220-23 •. 1' N 
l289-17.2'·E 

Continuing searoh for enemy fleet. At 0525 stood to Gen-
. eral Q.uarters Stations fOr dawn 81ert. '. At 0700 tl:lJ;l .. carriers launch-. 

ed a series· of searches to northward, extending to 225 miles. Re­
sults of these searches were negative. The Task Group was kept 
south of 230-00' N •. At 1018 our lookouts reported a Japallese 
medium bomber, a. "Nell" on the horizon. One of the destr-9yers 
on our screen 'opened fire, but' failed to hit the plane wlfioh 
imIilediately began opening range. '. . . . 

. An aftern!)on' search was launched and at about 1600 a 
message wa;s received from Task Group cO!lllllander38 stating that 
one '0:1; our planes had contacted an enemy force of some size.' 
AmP~ifying reportsplaoed the force at 260-27' N 1300-28' E 
aild'indicatedtbat it probably oonsls.ted of oneil) .CV, two (2) 
BBs one {llCA; two (2l eLi! and eight (8) DDs on a course of 
250b( T) at an e§.:t;;imat~4. speed of 15 mots.. InasmUClh as the 
foroe.was too far away to reach with an attaok, C.omTask Force 
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38 ordered the INDEPENDENCE to launch a night search and strike. 
During the atternoon the U .S.S. DORTCH came ,alongside to 

transter one 01' her men tor medical treatment. Stoed to Air f 
Attack Stations e;~ 1802 'tor dusk alert. 

The nights,iilifrch 01' the INDEPENDENCE planes was negatiye, ' 
'the enemy Task Fl3.ioe evidently having retired to the northward. 
Cemmander Third Fl~et ordered the Task Force to prOceed to a 
tuelingr.endezvous at 21 0 -00' N, 1270-00' E., 

At 1720 the Captain addressed the o1'ewover' the .Publ ic 
Address Sy-stemas tollows: ," 

, "This.is the Captainspea¥ng. MY' purpose, thisatternoon 
, is to bring you up te date onolir prospective operations. 

, Admiral Halsey has made a change in plans tor our Task ' 
Force. ' This change ha,s been brought about by ,the enemy's re­
aC,tion 1D our sustained 'strikes on Formosa, or i:'a ther it has 
been brought abo-utpytheenemy's opinion 01' the ettectiveness 
01' his counter~attacks upon us~ , ' 
'__'Jpu all are aware 01' the statements 01' damage tOIl.S whi-eh' 

:b,ave been broadcast trom Tokyo. Admiral Halsey has' rea,jlon te' 
believe that the enemy really thinks he has defeated Us and may 

" come put to try to mop up the remainder,. Let 1 s hope they do. 
We are prepared. 
'I have heard it asked how Admiral Halsey gets his intorma­

'HOll. It _ Should be remembered that he is ,in radio communication 
with 'Admiral Nimitz; General MacArthur,and General Stilwell, all 
01' ,whom have had timetoestabl1sh the means 01' gaining intell­
igence et tlJ,:e enemy. Also, it must be remembered we ,have many 
submarines:(~n the prowl in this area. He, also, has the reports' 
01' their contacts. , 

The enemy apparently believes that he has sunk-,fJtty-three 
(53) 01' our ships, including seventeen (17) carriers.'AS-w,eall 
know, that is all the carriers we brought along. Contrary to 
the enemy' s claim, our damage has been astonishingly :Ught' in , 

, vie\\, 01' ,th,e counter-at,tacks upon us. Two cruisers have been tor­
pedoed, and are being towed out 01' the battle area., They are , 
escorted by cruisers ; destroyers and a carrier. It will he 
surprising it these cruisers and their escorts do, not sutter 
addit,ional demage during their retirement. Th~y ;!lave tought ott 
all attaCkS tor two days. In the meantime oursllriking 'power is 
undiminished. ' All the carriers and, all, the battleships are un-
damaged, , -

, The lightness 01' our ,damage is the res\llt 01' the overPowering 
superiority 01' our tighter planes and the alertness and skill 01' , 
the, ap:ti-aircra.tt gunners. To our own gunners I express the ad~ 1,1, 

miration 01' the, whole ship's company tor their demonstration 01' 
ho.w tlie watch should handle ,a torpedo plane attack. - , " i 

In accordance with ,the originaLoperation plan, Task,.Forcel 
J$ woU1dhavemade attacks upon the Phillipines tor the next two 'I' 
,~,three days. That task mustwai t" but other operations ullder 
"the, original plan will continue.' Our diversion will have no ' " j-:! 
ettect upon t,he scheduled landing, when it is due, except possibly /~, III 
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to delay it ,a few days. .' \ . ?, ' ."-' 
Last night, af~er fueling, instead of moving toward the 'I, 

Phillippines, we moyed north. We are now 250 m,iles south of t" .' ' 
Okinawa -and 400 miles' east of ]1'ormosa. The damaged cruisers and ~ 
their eS'corts are southwest of us; therefor€! , it is apparent that ' '. 
Admiral Ralsey has moved Task Force 3B to a position where he can '.', 
make a flank attack upon any enemy surtac~ force .1eavingJapan to ~., ~\:I '. 
,attack that. group. This morning the, carr~ers ladtrched a long-range , 
search to the northwestward, reaching to the Okinawas.. Nothi'Jig "':. 

,was found except a few planes. This afternoon they are searching 
again.' . . ' ,,( 

It is apparent that Task Force 3.B is 'committed to a period of 
maneuver which will last until the situation c:Jiarifies. In such , 
aperioc'la ll.eavy burden falls upon the fleet commanders •. For the 
rest of'us it is a periQdof suSpenSe until contact is made or the 
search "is abandOned. This period properly shbUld be devoted to 

. whatev,er relaxatipn is possible, in prepa:ration for .the trial of 
" bat.t;le .Which may come, whether it be -air attack, surface action, or, 

both. 

OBOO·Position 

210-03.7' N 
'126°-59.4'E, 

17 OCOTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

21.0-19.9' N 
. 1270-17.1' E 

2000 Position 

200-09.1' N 
12SO-04.5' ]) 

Steaming toward fueling area at 210-00' N, 1270-00' E. Stood 
tp General Q,uarters Stations for dawn alert at 0526. vuring morn­
ing fueled U.S.S. IRWIN, .GATLIml, LONGSHAW ·and COTTEN< U"S,S. 
PaESTON alongside with Official Mail at 1416. At 14J5 tr;s~$ •. 
PORTERFIELD reported passing a flOating mine, and upon instruct;.. 
ions from C.T.C. sank the mine with gunfire. After dark came to 
ba,se course 2000lT) and proceeded toward a fueling area located 
at approxilllately lSo-00'N, 1300-00 1 E. 

0800 Bosition 

lso-04~5' N 
12S0 :-47.3' E 

lS OCTOBER'1944 

, 1200 Position 

lSo-02.1' N 
1290 -31.0' E 

2000 Position 

17°-29.7' N 
12so-32.3' E 

Steaming with Task GJ..oup' 3S.31n strategic support of l'hil­
ippine Operations eli.route to fueling area at'lSo-OO"N; 1300-' 
OO'E. 0621 Sunrise; maneuvering to take fueling stations. Eight 

'(B) tankers of Task Unit,30.B.Bpresent; '0656 Alongside U.S.S. 
KASKASKIA on course0600( T) at 10 knots. Received 37,553 gallons ' 
fUel. oil, andleft the tanker atA917. 10.02 U.S.S., CAPERTON along­
side for stores. 1013 Catapulted two planes for anti-SUbmarine 13 
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patrol; recovered at 1;:!Z5. 1342 Changed axis to 1350 ( T);' StelUll­
ing 011 course 255Q( T) at speed 17 knots, during afternoon and 
Ring. 

. 0800 Position 

160-54.2' N 
1270-14.9 'E . 

19 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

. 17°.:012.2' l,'t 
1260-37~2' E 

2000 
,. 

'16°"'46~7! N 
127°-06.5' E 

Steaming with Tasl!: Group 38.) in strategic support of the .. 
PhilippineOp~rations. Operating in Vicinity of 170-00'N; 1270-
OO'E.Maneuveredas required by routine flight operations during 
the day. ., . 

0800 Position 

16°-33.1' N 
127°':'1).5' E 

20 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 2000 Position 

.lSQ-14.0'N 
1260 -25.9' E 

SteaJningliE! before in vicinity of 170-00'N; 127°~OO'E, approx­
imately 400 miles east of .Manila. Task Group ordered to l'endezvous 
with Grogp 38.2 at 150':'00'N; 1270",00'E at noon in view of reported 
Japanese movements south Qf the Philippines. Proceeded on course 
1880 ( T) at 25 knotE!' At 1200 Task Groups 38.2 ~d 38.3 formed Dis­
PQsiti,on 3W axis 0300{ T). 38.3 guide of force; information 5R. 
aJP,s .0200( TI, . course 2700( T), speed 17 knots.. At .17JO 'P!'~eeeding 
on cl'lurse 2100 ( T) toward San Bernardino Strait area to condl1Qt 
strikes. 

0800 Posi Hon 

. 130-22.8' N 
1250 -00.5' E 

21 OCTOBER,1944 

1200 Position 

140 -01.4; N 
1?50 ",10.7' E 

2000 ;position 

. 14°-25.0' N 
127°-00.0' E 

steaming as before. At.0550.commenced launching air strikes 
on Northern Visayas from position off the north coast of·'saJnar 
Island. Stood to GeneralQ.uarters Stations at 0530 for .dawn alert; 
secure.d at 0630. Maneuver.ed asreqilired by flight operations Of . 

. carriers. At' 0905 the lookouts sighted, land, part of theVisayas; 
at 260<;'( T). At 0941 the lookouts reported a "Betty" 'on thf.) horizon 
,e:t2350 (T). but the plane immediatf.)ly faded from vi.ew •. Thifl was . 
the·only,istancf.) in which an enemy plane was sighted dllring the day. 
Afte.~hoon, .th.e course was', in gf.)J;j.eral, easterly in order. to take 
the Task GroUp to a fueling area at approximately 150 -00' N; 1300-
00' E by dawn tomorrow • .. 
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St.' 
0820 Position 

140-31;5' N ", 
1290-56.1' E 

WAR DIARY 

22 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

14°-17.7' N 
1300-29.4' E 

2000 Position 

14°-01;1' N' 
129°-58.0' E 

Steaming as before,' eureute to fueling area at .15 0 -00'N; 
. 1300-90'E. Sighted nine tankers Of Task Group 30.8 at dawn. 
At 0?04alongside U.S.S.KEN~GO, received 242,298 gallons 
fuel oil, made misc.e11aneous transfers of stores and personnel. 
and left ,the side. at 0825: On. comp1etiOIJ. of operations, <the .:' 
TaskG"roup formed up as before, course 279°('1'); speed 17 knots. 
De~troyers. delivering U.S. Mail and Guard Mail to the Task. 
Group. . 

.-". 

080dPosition 
,;1-". 

-'~ 

23 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

14Q-06.0' N 
1280-54.3' E 

. ,. 

2000 Ji'osition 

14°'-22.1' . N, 
1260-51.9' .E 

.' Steaming frOm fueling area on route to' operating area at ' 
'13°'-55' N;. 1300-15' E.. Arrive('i at ren.dezvous pOint at 0600j 
joined Task,Groups 38;1'and 38.4. At 0601 U.S;S. WASHINGTON, 
U.S.S • .ALABAMA and Desdiv100 were detached from .Task Group . 

.. 313.3 and joined '1'~sk Group 38.4,· as directf,d by dispatllhorders 
Of ComThi:J;od Fleet. Coi;l$atDiy 9 (Rear ACIIJliral Halil.50n)' in LTJg.,S, 
SOU'l'.EI tlAKOTAassumEl.d. tactiyal command of Task. unit 58,.).2. 

. Task Group 38.3 operated in the vicinity of the aDove,' 
mentioned area throughout the daf maintaining a 300 mile search 
in the area from 2800('1') to 3500lT). . 

0800 Position' 

150-22~9' N 
1230-11.5' .E 

24 OCTOBER 1944 

'1.200 Position 

'15°-36.2' N 
1:23°-48.9' E 

2000 Position 

. Cru:i.sing in waters east· of Luzon, while furnish:i.ng air 
sUPPc;>rt for the Philippines Operations .• 

. .' . ShortlY ~fter midnight several unidentif1edaircraft were 
detectEld at a'range Of about 50 miles. Thesepianes did not 
e10se tl1!l fe~tion,.however., and the con:tact was lost. At 

;: 
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0528 unidentified planes' werElagl:l.1n detected, at. about 27 miles, 
closing the formation; Al1l).ands stood to Air, Attack Stati.ons .\'", 
~.t 0538. Night fighters intercepted the enemy P1anes, and none 
ti1.osed to gun range.' . Secured from Air Attack a,t 0647 • 
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BB59/A12-1/A16-3 u. S.s. MASSACHUSETTS 60/1'1' Sf8fJff . WAR DIARY ". . .'. . ~n the early morning a ~ispatch from ComTask Grou~ 38.2 
reported an ent;jmy force of thirteen destroyers (13), 1'0 ur (4) 
battleships and eight (8) heavy cruisers between Mindoro and 
Tobias Islands in the Central Phillipines. Amplifying reports 
indicated that:the force was .divided into two groups, and might 
contain seven battleships istead of the four indicated earlier. 

. . The ESSEX andllEXINGTON launched heavy strikes against 
these ships early in .tjre morning. '. 

Meanwhile, our own force was under attack by enemy aircraft, 
consisting principally of dive bombers identifiedas'"Judys"; 
At 0755, atter a large group of. enemy aircraft had been reportep, 
closing the formation, all hands· manned Air Attack Stations. This 
raid was intercepted by our Combat· Air Patrol. and did not close 
the formation. However, at 0837 the O'ombat Air Patrol reported a 
group of approximately 30 enemy planes closing the Task Group, 
and at 0837 various ships began firing at a "Judy" which had drop­
ped a bomb close. to the U ,S.S. HEALY.·· All ships were executing 

..... emergency lllaneuvers as directed by O,T.C. At' 0900 a "Judy" was 
shot down in flames' about 12,000 yards ahead of the formation by 
one. of our fighters. The .LANGLEY and PRINCETON recovered air- . 
craft and at 0939, iIllllJ.ediately after the PRINCETON finished 1'19-
'covering planes, an enemy plane. dropped a bomb Which struck the 
aft;er portiOn of the PRINCETON'S flightdeok and penetrated to 
the hangar deck, starting a large fire. O·.T.C. ordered speed de .. 
oreased from 24 knots to 18 knots so the PRINCETON might main­
tain station. Several large explosions occurred abOard the 
PRINCETON, however, spreading the fire oons~derably. '~ePRINCE­
TON changed course and began to leave the formation and the 
BIRMINGHAM, RENO, CASSIN YOUNG, GATLING and IRWIN were detached 
to stand by and assist the damaged ship. 

At 1017 another nJudy" was sighted within the·:t:Qrma Hon, 
being pll:rsu'~d' by one of tl~e Combat Air Patrol. Just as··the "Judy" 
approaohed the LANGLEY our fighter opened fire, setting the "Judy" 
afire. It'continued on it's oourse and dropped it's bomb whioh 
was a !ileal' miss on the LANGLEY'S port quarter. The enemy plane 
then crashed in flames betwaenthe LlJ1il"GLEY .and the ESSEX .• 

At 1033, the U.S~S.MORRISONwas ordered to assiSt the USS 
PRINCETON, which waS being abandoned. 

At 1300 enemy p:Lanesagain olosed the formation and various 
ships began firing. A bomb was. dropped olose to the U .S.S. 
LEXINGTON but apparently did nO'damage. Again at 1510 enemy planes 
attacked the formation but were driven off without inflicting any 
damage. About 16)0 our search planes reported sighting an enemy 
force of battleships, oarriers, Gruisers and destroyers on a south-
erly course approximately 100 miles to the north'of our force. . 

At 1658 O.T.C. stated by radio that because of the. extensive 
· damage suffered by the U.S.S. PRINCETON, and because of the gen-
· eral situation, ComTask Force )8 had ordered that the ship be sunk 
by our own forces. This order subsequently was carried out •.. .Dur-

· ing operations involving removal of PRINCETON'S personnel and' dam-
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age controloperations. the U.S.S. BIRMINGHAM was damaged by an 
eXplosion ab'ba;rdtheU.S.S. )?RINOETON •. The U.S.S. MORRISON was 

601tf' 

a:)tso damaged while alongside. the U.S.S. PRINCETON. ". f. ... 

'steamed. north t() strike the. enemy force., .... , 
,. Task Groups 3$.2. 3$.3 and 3$.4 rendezvoused at midnight and ~< 

. . PrElviously. tlle U .S.S. BIRMINGHAM, MORRISON, IRWIN and· ~' .'. '. 
GATLING had left the formation enroute to U;t.ithi because of the "--'j., 
damage done by explOsions aboard the U.S.s. PRINCETON. 

Preliminary reports indicated that our planes had done ex­
tensive damage to units of the Jap. force in waters east of Mind­
oro Island. 

After dusk set Condition I-Easy for the nigllt. 

0$00 Position 

, 160 .,.52. $' N 
1260 -Q2.$' E 

25 OCTOB,ER 1944 

1200 Position 

170 -52.0' N 
1260 ";03.9' E 

2000 Pos! tion 

150 -23.1' N 
1260 -03.0' E 

Steaming northward in search of the enemy fleet in company 
with Task Groups 3$.2 and 3$.4. At 0150, night fighters from 

. Task Group 3$.4 intercepted and shot down one "Mavi s" about 40 
miles from th.e formation. li-t 0225 searcllplanes. contacted two 
gr()ups of enemy ships about 80 miles to the north. At 024-0, on 
orders of COlll!llander'Third Fleet, OomTask Force 38 detached Task 
Force 34. which cleared the Carrier Groups ahead and formed up 
in Cruising Disposition 4Non MASSACHUSETTS guide, as follows: 

BATTLELINE (34.1) (Vice Admiral Lee, ComTask Force 34 and 

• 

C.T.G. 34.1) ", 
BatDiv 7 (Rear 'Admiral Badger) 

IOWA (F) , 
NEW JERSEY (FFF) , 

BatDiv $ - (Rear Admiral Davis) 
MASSACHUSETTS (F) 

. WASHINGTON (FF) 
BatDiv 9 ,- (Rear Admiral Hanson) 

, SOUTH DAKOTA (F) . 
ALABAMA. 

. CruDiv 13 - (Rear Admiral Du Bose) 
SANTA FE 
MOBILE 

OruDiv 14- -(Rear Admiral Whiting) 
VINC~ 
MIAMI 
BILOXI 
NEW ORLEANS 
WICHITA 

Desron 50i 52 
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The situation now being clear, secured from Condition I-Easy 
at 0335 for breakfast. Returned to battle statioD,S at 0518. Cruls- . . 
lng disposition 4 Sugar formed at 0552. At 0640 the first strike . 

of Task F .. orce .. 3.8 .pl .. a .. n. IlS pa.ssed .. over .head e .. nroute to 'atta. ck the 'J.':!J'.' ........ . enelli:1 fleet •.. Crutsingdisposition 4 V;i.ctor formed at 0603 •. Later .•. 
oont'act reports place the enemy foroe northeast of our fleet, '..' 
approximately one hundred and sixty:"five(l65) )n.iles. . .. ~.; .: . 

At 11.12 -the U.s.a. SANTA FE reported sighting a floating mine.,' . 
TheU.S.S: CAPEgWON wa.s i~structed to. destroy .. the !)line; Vihile re-' .!, 
ports from our planes ind~oated that severe damage had been inflict- .' 
ed upon the portion of .the Japanese Fleet to the north of us, other 
reports from Commander Seventh Fleet revealedtll,at a considerable 
force of enemy ships had passedthrough,;;!an J:Jerruardino Straits dur..; 
ingthe'nigllt and.was attacking Seventh Fleet Foroes in waters east 
OfS8.J1]ar Island. Henoe, upon orders of Com Third Fleet, at 1114 all 
units exoept J:Jatrliv 7,8 and 9. DesRon 52 and the U.S.S. BILOXI, 
MO:sn.E'andVINCENNES were detached from Task.. Force 34 alld, rejoined 
t;lleirown groups of Task. J!'orce 38. These ships then joined Task 
Grou.p 3e.2which then proceeded south to the aid of the Seventh' 
Fleet.. Task' Groups 38.3 and 38.4 continued attacks on the crippled 
~apanese force to the north • 

. Secured from General Q.uarters at 1210. Battleships began fueI­
l:ng ,the destroyers ,of Our screen, :this ship fueling the U.S. S. 
UHLMAN and U.S.S. THE SULLIVANS. 

Dispatches indicated that the Japanese fOrce off Samar was 
retiring toward S,an J:lernardinoStraits after being da:lil.a.ged by units 
of the Seventh Fleet and by planes frOm Task Group 38.1. It being' 
doubtful whether Task Group 38.2.could arrive in time to inteJ;'oept 
the enemy fOrce before it passed through the' straits, ComThird 
Fleet, at 1620, formed Special Task Group 34.5, oona.i,sting of BatDiv 
7,'CruDiv14 and DesRon52, and steamed south at 28 kiiots, attempt-

. ingto .catch the enemy. Remaining ships in Task Group 38.2 formed 
cruising disposition 5 Vietor 5 at 1625. At 1645 speed was reduoed 

. to 23 knots .. at 1812 to 18 kiiots for aircraft reJ:Y:N6ry. Speed, in-
. oreased to 23 knots at ,1823.' , 

At 1825 U .S.S. INDEPENDENCE escorted by U .S.S. CUSHING and 
TWINING left the formation to laun'uh long range search and attack. 

Speed was re.,duoed to 21 knots at 1952 and' to 17 knots at 
2JIO; At 2316 fleet course ohanged to 1900 (T). Strikes will be 
launched against the enemy at dawn. . 

0800 Position 

'. 130 -59.3' N 
. '1250-30.2'.E 

26 OCTOBER 1944 

1;200 Position 

1}0-55.1'N 
1260-06.4' E 

2000 Position 

13 0 -00.7' 'N 
,1260-17.1' E 

4' , " 

Steaming with Task Group' 38,2enroute to rendezvous with'." 

, 

I 
.'! 

.,..i 

'1 

i Task Group 38.1 and strike positiono,ff San Bernardino Strait (Lat. . 
. 140N; Long. 1250 E.) " At 0500 joined andoOmmenced maneuv~ring for .. /:$(,1 
strike pOjition. At 0523 stood to GeneralQ,uarters stahons for ··,A<. I 
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6o/ff' 

dawn alert. Carrie.rs commenc'ed launching planes at dawn for 
strike on Jap force found at P800 to be ten miles west of North-
west tip of ,Panay. ]'orce consisted. of tour (4) BBs, thr"ee (J 1, ' .. 
CAs., three (3) CLs, ten (10) DDIl, on course south at151mots. f~"', 

. Several units beliv,ed considerably damged. i>trikes continued all . 
dUring daylight. At 1406 Lt. G .A. ROBINSON wascataplllted in .. ' .. ', 
plaIlaNo. 09665 and accoll'lpaniedWASHING'roNplanes onrascue missio~ .. ' i . 

. to J:l'Urias Island. After an unsucessful search of Bu;-ias Pass, ' " . 
mission returned. Hoisted I>lane' aboard at 1808 •. After strikes '. I ' 
had all returned, Task Groups 38.1 and 38;2 steadied bn course i 

0900 (T) at 1900 at. 16 knots. Received orders from Commander Third . 
Fleet, for the two groups to Pl'Pceed. to fueling area at approximate- . 
ly l30-30~ N; 1290 -00' E, to fuel at 0700, 27 October 1944. 

0800 Position 

130':io.o' N 
1290..,08.1' E 

27 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

120 -48.0' N 
129°-49.2' E 

2000 Position 

12°-46.7' N 
1290-39.1' E 

At 0700 rendezvoused in center of fueling area at approx­
imately 150-30' N, 1290-00' E, with nine tankersandCVEs and 
escorts of Task Units 30.8.1, 30.8.3 and 30.8.6, and Wi th Task 
Group 34.5 (BatDiv7, CruDiv 14 and Desron 52). FourAOs re­
ported to Task Group 38.1 and five AOsto Task Group 38.2. Task 
GrQup 38.2 at present lsconstituted as follows: 

INTREPID (FF) CABO T 
HANCOCK INDEPEN))ENCE 

BatDiv 7 (Rear Admiral Badger) . 
,!OWA,(F) 
NEW tERSEY (FFF) 

BatDiv 8 -(Rear Admiral Davis 
MASSACHUSETTS ( F) 
WASHINGTON (FF) 

BatDiv 9 (Rear Admiral Hanson) 
soum DAKOTA (F) 
. ALABAMA. 

CruDiv l4(Rear Admiral Whiting) 
. VINCENNES (F) 
MIAMI 

" BILOXI 
.1 Desrons 52, 53 ·t 

1 Formed cruisngdisposition5 "Roger" modified for fueling.' 
U .• S.S. NEOSltO is' guide. Units not fueling zig-zag independently 
within a. thousand Yll.rds of station~ Fleet speed 12 knots, fuel­
ingcourse. is southeasterly. 

. At 1050'went alongsideU.S.S. PAT\JXE!.'l'T to fuel. Op!3ration I. 
,.~~~~leted at 1333; this ship having received 13,372 barrels fue~\'/:;;iJ\" 

. I 
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" 
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60/ff 

Upon compl~tion of fueling, formed cruisng disposition 5 
Roger 5, fleet axics.,1200 (T), base course 0900 (T); speed 22 knots. 

U .S.S., OWENS alongside to transfer Official Mail at 1612. 
At 2000 decrea$ed ~peed to 15 knots. 

0800 PosiUon 

l30 -27.7'N 
1280 -50.9!, E 

28.,q,.,TOBER 1944 

1200 Position 2000 POsition 

. ).2 0 -52.7'N 
131 0 -53.8' E 

1<- . 

Steaming in company wi thTask Group 38.2. enroute to rendez­
vous with Task Group 38.3. At 0650 U.S.S. AI.ABliM.II;~ WASHINGTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS, LEWIS HAN'COCK,.HICKOX and MN«3Hl1LL left Task Group 
38.2 I'lndjoinad Task: Group 38.3,purs~ant to radio instrlictions 
of COlllllllU1der Task Force 38. Formation axis ·.OSOo( T); fleet cOurse 

-lOeO{T}; speed 19 knots. Task: Group 38.3 i.s proceeding to Ulithi . 
Atoll in compliance with orders of .aommander Task Force .38. 

. Task Group 38.3 now includes: U.S.S. ·ESSEX, T.EXINGTON, 
, ~GLEY, WASHINGTON, ALABAMA, l'iIlASSACHUSETTS, CruDiv 13 less U.'S,s • 

. lalRMINGHAM, Desron 55, and U.S.S •. LEWIS HANCOqK, HICKOX and" ' .. 
~. 

0800 Position 

11°':'45.1' N 
135°.,.07.3' E 

29 OCTOBER 1944 

1200 Position 

1io-22.4' N 
136°.09.5' E 

2000 Position ." 

100 -:37.5' N 
--137.°:-34 • 5 ' E 

. Steaming as before enreute to Ulithi Atoll. BaSe course 
remains 1300 ( T). COnducted 5"/38 Cal. firing exercises in order 
to test fuses~ . Ammunitione:x:pended: 48, rounds powder, Index 3591; 
3 rounds powder, Index 3541; 48 rounds, Mark 32, :Mod. 40 fUses. .' 
Changed course to 1100 (T), at 17 knots. Continl.led toward Ulithi 

. Atoll. " 

30 OCTOBER 1944 

. Approaching UlithiAto11 in company with Task Group 38.). 
At 0417 changed course to 0900 (T). Stood .to General.' Q.uarters Sta­
tions at 0432 fOr dawn alert; secu:I:'ed at .070l.Pig Island sighted , 
at 0515,bee:ri:hg3370 (T}, range 1,0 rilil.es. Entered Mugai Channel.; 
at 0656, and at 0806 al+chQred in Berth #7, Urushi Mehorage, 
UlithiAtoll, CarolinesGroup. Set· the POl't War Watch and began 

. following Port Routi:ile, as permi ttedby twelve ho1.1rs notic e for 
getting underway. . . . '. .. .,' . . . 

ATR #34 alongside t9 deliver U.S. and Official Mail. U.S,S. '. 
SCHUYLItrtL alongside to p.oi·t to' fuel the ship. Received 171,672 

• .- 140 / , 
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be,l"rels tUf,ll'bil, ,16,110 barre:)"sdie,selbil tromtanker. 
" , " :E'ollo,vd:ng orders of ComSe!'on 10 in the U .S.S. PRAIRIE (Ad-
ministrative SO;PA) qonditlon II Able was set in the Gunnery D!I-' ~' 
partinent~;i;om bne jiour prior to sunset to one hour atters'unset. 
The same procedure will be, folloYied at dawn~ 

. Began provisionin'~ship, r;!feeivingstores and prOVisions 
from lighter alongside'> ' 

"-U.S~S. PLYMOU'l'HVICTORY a:lon~side t6 delivel'a:mmunition. 
This Ship received 600 r.ounds, 5"/38 cal., Mk., 32 Projectiles; 
500 rounds 5"/38 Cal. }i'liashless powder; and 3200 rouns 40MM HEIT. 

31 OCTOBER 1944 

AnChored as betore. Continued recei villg stores :f'l"omLCTs 
arid Hghters • SetCondi tion II Able in the Gutmery: Department I 
trom an hour before dawn' to, an hour a:tlter dawn. ,At 0800 This 
$hip asSumed Radar Guard. Condllcted'ilightoperatioDstor anti- ' 

,_,:,i!i'Q~epatr()l duty~ Continued with routine training and re­
,':ell,Elation schedUle for crew and with routine <upkeep and>l"epair 

wo*~,p.ecessal"y before gettingunderway~ , , , 

,4PPRO 
• • ,ICK, 

Captain, U;S.Navy, 
(lomma,ndilig· " 

12 369 
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File No. 
BBI19/ll2-1!A16-3 

<-
U. S. S. MASSACHUSETTS~· 

\'fAA DIARY 

. 1 NOVEMBER 1944 . . -. N 
'N' 

. A:i1dhored in Berth #7; U:rUShiA:i1ohorage, Uli thi Atoll, 
Caroline Group •. ''+'h1s ship is a: unit of Task Group }B.3, whioh 
at present, is organized as fO.llows: 

TASK GROPP 38';2 (l~earAdmiral SHERMAN, ComCarDiv 1) 
,.' . ., ESS)!'B (F) 

. ·I.ElQNGTON (F1) 
LANGLEY 

BATDIV S . ('Rear Admiral DAVIS) 
MASSACHUSETTS .( F) 
WAS}lINGTON (FJ!')' 
ALABAMA .• 

ORp:DIY 13 (Rear Admiral DuBOSE) 
SANTA FE (F) 

"MOBILE . 
(less BIilMINltHAM) 

DEB~ 55 (plus LEWIS HANoOCK, .HIOKOX. and MARSHALL) 

Vice AdlniralM~A. MITSCHER,ComT!'lskFor Thirty-Eight; Com­
First CarTa SkForPao ,present· in LEXINGTON. 

Vice .A,dlniral W.i.. .• LEE. ComTa/3kF6r Thirty-.Four; ComBatPae, 
present in WASli:J:N(J;'<>¥~, , .. 

'<.:,' 

"U .S.S ~CHEr.EB· is alo'ngSldetl'ansferringproviS!olls to this 
......... \ 

l3hip. OnordeNf ofAdlninistrativeSOPA;ComBElrol1'lO il1U.S~S. . 
PRAIRIE,set-CotH'i!'t1on' 01' l'tlladineas . III: 'in- GUl1nery 1>epartm~nt: .. 
from OD:iihour:'befoi"e sWiriseto one-hOUr after sunrise. Conduot­
eo: flightopel'atloner'forAlll,\i':'Submarine P!'ltrol. Continued re-, 
cei ving' stores and PrOVii3ions~ .,'. ........ , .... ", '" ... . 
- . ". 'Task Gl1oup' 3$~1' rElet'li ved orders' from COlllThirdFleet to 
sortie at1600..and'proeeedto Manus ISlaild for availabllity but 
at 14-00 order~ from. Coi\il3atPac directed-"ilat!)iv.$ (MAl3SACHUSll;TTS 
tF)-atid AL:lll3~) .to-l'entai:fi U-'Ul1t13.1','t1i.e-:tillASSi..c:EtO'SETTS' to're.;. ,. 
portto~Coll1Ta'Sk GroUp 3Sa'fortemp.orary dUty'~':At 2')10 ,'hOwev'~r. 
a message' frollCComTask Foro eThii'ty.;.Eig1i. t . dlre01ied this' Ship; the 
:AI:.:AlW4A'and the 'TICONDEROGA 'toprepal'e to SOrt1:eas soon as' 
possible.C'.' as • rOri);f3$.T:!;stoh8:ve 'foUr' destroyeNf 'off 
entranife as'~S<iorts~:" Prepara tlonswere made"tcYget una~rway 
r011oWin~f .detai1: ' orderstromComIla tUi v $, sen:ior ai'fi-c e1" of 
designated units. . 

·,1005M· 
OSOQPo$i.tiol). 
loo!.09.1'N 

13$O~J;.O.0 t. ~. 

2 NqVEMBER 1944 
l;ao.OPositlon 
10o"'2(j~2' N 

131°-Ig~:!.E 

1 35 
2000 PosH.ioll, 
10°-25.3' N 

1350 -46.0' E . ' 

1'1 

, 

I 
,J 

. .". ! , 
j 
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. Alacheredas before,·malQ.'I3.rPl"E!/i*trattons to- get Ullaerway ~ At 

021$ \Uldei'WSiy!1l-coml>~Y'w1th-U.S.S. ALABAMA and ·TICONDEgGGA. Passed 
en tran:c.,b1l'l!ly'S'at~'l'."DesDi v 110soreenine: just Qutsideen tranee. 
Upen d1rectiQn OfO~~.c., Rear Admiral DUrs, CemBatl)1v·$ 1m. U.S.S~.­
MABSAeHcrPT',rS,Ct:uisiltgdisposit1on 5 Roger was 1'"01'll1e4;1'1eet axis 
27GO(~),speed: 18<\110'bS. MiUleu:vered as. reql11red by flight operations 
of carri erduring <tae d8:Y. confe1'li¢ng Sima-rally to base cOIll'.se .2700 ~""''''1IiII!L 
(or). Sl>eli1d'incre~ed to·20lmotg.;,· . 
.. ..' At 2205stU'face'contac'bbearing27,)O(T). 5:~,@OOyards reported. \ 
Thought to be Task Grol,1<p'S"J • At. 23,0 all. ships 1m. the fo;rmatbn 
Were d1rec1ied to 3ob- Task G!roup 38.3. Prooeeded to take station 
ill d1&posi tion 5R. . . . 

Gsio PoSlt1011 

.1i~";'44.2' 1'1 
· ··1J1i;~"'Q3~7'·. E 

3 NOVEMBER 1944 

1200 Posttion, 

120-2'.7' N 
133°-27-.". E 

.2000.P0sitioD. 

130-09.9' 1'1 . 
131°-53.9'· E 

., steIl,lll.111g.1n .comPally withTSiskGroUp 38.3 enroutet0rendezvous 
...... 1'bh .. ·. lini. t8. Of.' Ta. SkGrOIlP .•. ··3.0.8 for r. uel.big. .0 .. '. 0.0 .... · Je .. 1m. .•. d .. t .. i!I.l!I.ker. gr.oup 
at n °-43' N,134o-23 'E.. !hel.l:ag ~ourse2930( or),fleetans 113e{ or J , 
sP~!td12.lCi\.~ts., Z1~ .. g~.diD.dep.D.denti.YOlls:~tt~.~~ferei!l.l!l.d after 
tllelUg. 0'llAleng~.U'.$.S.NANTAKET·A .begallreee!-v$:lig fuel. 
Gperat1eneOlllpletedat0715.. At· 0911cha.nged fleetceta'seto 0000 

· \ T);i:lLerea:"d.:.S:p.&"~.21knets. J!'ormedcruishg 41'81)os1tion , 
:all~,~r~ liilm&Uve:redas·:ae~essary t00ellfel'm··to·· earr1e,it',1'1,1ght .. opera-
tions. Coatorme,d.g-eneraIly.tGcourse)OOe{T).. . ....., . . 

, - .... DIir11li".the 'DrlatJatSIG111.ed.Task;G31eups. 38.1,.4'38.2.' Formed. 
fleet disposlt1olll; X;';l!'lty after completion of f\1\!il~_ ... ,. A course 
wh1eh~1l taketh~ .. '.Fask·,GreI1Ps· to wate-ree:s:t·ot ·l!Il,lrtherll·.:.z.;U$Gll1s . 

. 'IIeiag foJ:leWed~. '. .. .' ..... '" .. . '. 
At.:2J2~.U.$.S. ·RENOl'epGrted·,sheB:a:d·.been·to~oed,or ll.ad' 

hi t. at1oatinglli.1ne,/. Sh~sl1l)!J;e,quently_perted 1.ssotstee1'i~ 
e~:ntrol; tJl.e·t1'ood.injJ·or:Oneel!l.glne'l"GOlli;,aIldtkatshe.,kad a.tell • 
degree.lis.ttost;arboa.rd,i b\1t·laUc.i!l.ted.thatthe. sltuatiollwa.sunaer 
centrol.Upoll order of CiOmTltsk loree 38,. Cem'J.'ask GrQu.p 3S~3 desle-· 

-llated destroyers to escor't the damaged ship to 'U11 tki. 

". , 

· '. 15°-32.0' . 1'1 
1.30o-24.4! E 

, ,- '. 

\ 4. NOVEMBER 1944-

. .120.0 Posi-.tton 

16°";06,4' 1'1 
1290-'9.9~ E 

20GQteSl t1011 .. 

150"'57.Q'N 
12aO-4,4.G! E 

broute topos1t10nto laUllcha1r strikes against Japanese 
· airf1eldsandfi!l.e1l1t1es .inNortll.ern~uzon. . Tlie U ,8.S ,~O and 

her'e",eorts dropped out of thefermatiol!l. shortly aftermidilight, .. 
i!I.l!I.d the stations. of' remaining ships were readjusted. This sUp's . 
n-ew stat1:nis 4138.$ • . 
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U~S.S. MASS.ll.CffiJSETTS 

WAR ,DIARY 

»urIilg theda" carrlerslauchedroutliile search patrols, combat 
~ir·patrols ud aaU-submarin&patr!1l$' All units ~:r:e maneuvered 
t(j contorm'to these1'1ightoperatloia:s. At 0913 U.S.S: CALLAGHAN 
alongside ·to delivel"·OfficialMall.... . . . ..~. 

At 0943, pursuant to radioed instructIo!1-Sef ComTb:ird. Fleet, 
this shipanditheV .S.S • .Al.AB:Al4A, .. escorted b7the U.S.S. PRESTON ud 
CASSIN YOWG lett Task Group 38.3 aildproceeded to 'join Task Group . 
38.1. Co~atDlv 8 Is In taeticale~and of BatDiv 8 and eseorts ~~~~ .. 
during the maneuver • At the same ti'me, the U.S .13. fl)UTH DAKOTA ud 
eseorts lett Task Group 38.1 ail.d joined Task Group 38.3.. . 

Task Grol1p;8.1 is liloW Grganh;ed·.as follows:. . 
Task Foree 38 (Vice Admiral ;r .s .. McCAIN, ComFirstCar.TaskForPae) 
. TaskTPoo.p J8.l '. . 

• .... .... WASP(FF) 
HORNET. Oi')' 
COWPENS .. 
MONTERlY 

Bat])iv If (l1/.ear Aqm1ral DAVIS) 
MASSACHUSETTs (F). 

CrUDiv It 

. DesRon61 ud 46 

AI.4B.M1A . 

LOUISV'ILU;: l F) 
PORT.L.!\ND 
BOSTON 

ComTask Force 38preEMit in WASP. . 
comTask Gro.llp 3$.1, Rear Admi,ral M0N'IGOm:RY, present iJJ. HORNET. 

Exe~~ised at Gel1eral Q.uarters tOr. drill during morning •.•. l'!47 
U.S.S. QI:rARRJ!!~ alongside to deliver mall. . .... ". 
. .' . Becan aPProach to strike position; on course 2650(T-)kspeed 
22 knots. 

0800 PosUion 

. 150-56.1' N 
. 12~o-10.l'. :u: 

5 NOVEMBER 1944· 

1200 .. PO;!! UO!1 
. , .. ' ..... . 

150-52.4' Ii 
12.30 -37.9!, :u: 

2000Positio!1 

. 16411-12.3' Ii 
1240 -23.9'. E 

Steam1ag. to strlkepos1tlon. at l50-30;N,1230 .. l5'E~ At 0430 
the U.S.S. J3e).'YI> reported a surtaceeol1tact·at 6,OOOyards,ail.d . 
t:Ue~miliutes later opa!1eci tireo!1 what w~s possIbly a surtac.ed 
el1eJ!tY subiDaclne. The target subDiergei shortly after the' BOYD . 
opened fire •. ' The BOYD' dropped depth charges in the area before 
reswD.S statioll~ResUlts,Afthe attack are unlo1own. At 0540 
la11dwas detected1:lyradarbeariag 3050 (T)', distaace 95 miles. 
'. All hands stoed to Air Atta.ck~tatloJ!.s at 054.5 tor dawn alert • 

. At Q.$Wll our carriers. began laWlcaing tighter sweeps, Which were 
follOWed shGrt1y bi''a1r strikes·,' The grea,terprqportlo11 ot the ;g .. ' ..... 
Island of Lllzonls uder Air Attaek by planes ot Task Foree 38. 0 . 

• 
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e sec ~rs assiped to Task ll-roup 38.1 include Northern LuzoR,' '1" 
and specifieally,. the Olark(J!'ield, and Laog-Apparri Areas. As 
no en. emy .. a. ill' OPPO .. s-iti~nwa .. se"'.ident in. the .. -viCini. ty 01' th!l'l'ask. .......... . 
Force. secured trom-·dawn <alert cntime at 0645. . f~. 

!4a.f/;euv:ered· ~oconferm tccarrier flight operations ~hro,\lghGut . 
th,e morning.. In the early af~ernoon several .Wl1dentif1ed.. aircratt " , .. ' 
we~e .. reported, and at .1324 .all.handsstoo. d te Air Attaek a.tatiens'. ~",: . 

, Ual.ts 01'. 'Task Group --)-8.2 were observ.ed. firing at enemy aircratt. '. 
1'11is t,ask'grouptGrmedcru,tsingd1spGs1tioli 5 Victor. At 1.405 . , 
thaU.,S.S. I.EXINGTOIi repor11-ed to the Celllll1U(l.erGt Ta* Group ..,S.3 . 
that an eJteIDY' "sl1lera~" divebember had. crashed intoh.er signal 
br1jige, hilig some damage and c~using a number of casaalties.. The 
ship was able. to maintain her position in the fermation.: At 1436 
secured from Air Attack... '.' : , .., ,.' . 

At :1,820 s-toodto Air Attaek for dQSk stand..,.to, s.ed at 204(>. 
i!lOlllThird Jrleet reported· by dispatch that enemy sUDma,t'ines were 

-, in: the area. At 2325 this-shipp1cked up several enemy tadio trans­
misfili~llsbelieved to. be sw.arill6s in the Rear vicinity 1;>y means of 
Rll4ieDireetioa Fin4er. ..' . ' . 

"The fO,l"eeret1rlld a short distance to the east d-dri~ the night. 
·but,.steamed on course to bring it to strike :positioll at dawn. 

Condition One l!:allY lAir Attaek Stations) was set shortly before 
mid,il.-t~ t. . ," .' . '. 

0$00 Position 

. 150-55.9' Ii 
1230 -4,7.3' lit· 

, NOVEMBER 1944 

1200 Posit10n 

16o-i2.s' N 
1240-25.1\i! E 

2.000 Position· 

160 -4,0.9' N 
1250-50.9~ E 

Continuing air strikes on the Island of Luzon. i 'tew,un-" 
identitied pianes were p1cked tip by f',adar prior' to dan, but none" 
clOsed to 1~11 than 50 miles. At da\'iXl the carriers laun.eb.ed planes 
fora second 'day of strikes ~1;n$t ta,rgets in the Olark Fi~ld and 
Laog-Apparri Areas .As no air oW~Si tieJl developed in. tb.() vicinity 
of the Task Force, secured from -air attack at 0658. ~tt)$14, 
however. enemy planes were reported' near the formation. aha all 
hands stood to Air Attack 8.tations.' No enemy planes attacked 
Task \iroup 38.1, bl1t Task ll-r!)up ';$.3 reported a few enemy planes 
had attacked Wlits of that group WlSI1Cees$foJ.ly. $ecured from 
Air Attaok at 0947. , . 

Througl1out the day' the 'I'ask U-roup maneuvered to eo:a.torm to 
carrier fligl1t operatiOns, but the ba!ie course remained northeast­
,erly. In the late afternoon, following the return 01' the last 
strike, retirement toward'afueling area at 14°-35'N,129G-10'E 
~b~. . i 

Pll1'suantto orders of OomThirid Fleet:t~e u.S.S. WASP and escorts I 
left the fo.rmationto proceed to Gtlam. Rear Admiral She~,{i);~m- I 

Task Group3S.3; ComOarDiv 1 al3sumed tactical' oOl!llllaJld 01' Taskfbrce,1 

38. .//,'1 
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0800,J'os.it1on 

150-04;9' N 
128°-29.5' . l!l 

U .S.S.MASSACHUSETTS 

WAR DIARY 

7 NOVEMBER 1944 

1200.l?os.i tion 

i4o-43~7' N 
1290-10.9'E 

2000.Posltion , - ~ 

' .. steaming to' fueling rendezvous with units orT.aSk Group)O.S' 
at 140 ,..)5'lir, 129o';'10nl:.Task'G~ul? 38.1 iain cruising. disposition 
5Victot,MsecourselOOO(T), fOrmation axis070()(T); ~t 0526' 
stoOd to Geiieral Que:rtersStation.s for- dawn alert;' B~ouredat, 0627. 
Mil.i1eUvereddUi'ing the earlymorning'as neoessarY' to rendezvous with 
'fUeling 'groUp; At 1100' reoeived the U .S.S. Bl1USHalCing{lidil,to a'tar­
bOard and at 1114 receivadU.S ;8. CHARRlllTTE alongside ttipCirtfor 
fUeling ; opera tiOn oOinp1eted at 1234. ~Just as the1;Wo deetroyers 
were.o1earing the side a marl . fell.: ,overboard Of lithe port quarter • 
. The BlIDSRand ClWmE~ w~1;';e notified iJIllnediatelybyvoioe radio 
and' the Bi.~lfsucceeded ijf;\i'ecovering the man; who Wae Uiili.ar!IlSd. 
At13t5vill\1 iUOrlgportsl:«eol'U~S.S. 'LAOKAWANNA ror fueling.' , 
~t:~l:~Si~~~,~ed s.~:v:~~~l; ~ter.~~Pti()J1~ ,bll,t ~lle ,o'pe~ 1;ioni:~~s_ o~-

-.. '·Duting',\;lieaftern60n ohanges were made i~f'th!il oompositionoi' 
.Tal!ik GrOUp 3S;1 iilld 3S-;4,'the :g~s.s~ QAKLAND aIid,MONTEREY'leaViiig 

Task'Group 38.1 and rep'orting to . Task ,GroI1P-3S.4 for duty •. Rear 
AdlidralOLDE.N'PQRF:,OomCrtiDiv 4 (ComTaSk Unit 38.1;2 lnLOUISVILLE) 
alSo left'the'formation .and prooeeded as ordered by aomTaSk Force 
:3S.' At' pres.'ent tr~s.s; 'HORNET, 'YORKTOWN' alid COWl?ENScoiiStitl1te the 
06:1'1'. ietS'OPe. r.a~in ... gw.i.th Task Group 3S.1. ' and the0D:lyoru;L~ers 
present ,arEl: U~S~.$'. BOSTON ana 'PORTLAND. Rear'Admiral DAVIS (Com­
BatDivS in 'mSAOHUSE':CTS'lre'<l8ilieC. T~U~' 38.1;.2. , ... ,', - .,' '" ,--, 
'~ .,' 'Reports ].lece! vedconcerning a typlibOn ,"thE' cant e1' 'of whii3h is 

belie1)'el'l'tO'--beap:pl'oxim9.telY 300 mllestb'the south,-are borne, . 
Qutb1inoreasinglYheavysea:s. Consequently ComThird :Irleet direot­
ed tMt the 'taslt' groiips 'prooeed to a point -at' approximately lso-OO'N, 
140o-00'E in order to avoid the rough weather. ' 

OSOO .Position 
"', . 

. . 15o':'1O~2' N 
132o-l2.5' E 

, 
8 NOVE!®ER 1944 

1200 Poeltlon 

'150-47 ~9f N 
1320:2~ •. ~'~ 

2000 Position , 

.' .'. '. , 

.. ,- - .. "Steam.iti{fop.'ii6rtherlYiilla 'east'Eirly" ci:j\irses"t6"ay(j~d"tM' ' 
tyPhoon to " the 'south.'SC;ias'xetna.ih.heavy and the'baro~ter oontinues' 
to fall slowly • . The wind- is' --t:rOiliIlOO(.T) 'at 30 knots. 

The U;S.S~CoNNORtel?Ortel'l. sigJitlng.aiftineab6ut500 yards 01'1' 
her port bow at 1252, but after tiring a few rpunds, in an attempt 
to slnk t}:j:e mine, .she decided it was a buoy and left it undestroy.ed, 

Carriers conduoted routine patrol operations during the day. 
--
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0800 Pod tion 

'0.8.8. 'WASSACHUSET'lB 

WAR DIARY 

9 NOVEMBER 194.4 

1200 Position 2000 Positien 

17°-20.5' N 17°-35.1' N 170 -20;7' N 
l.360 .,8.8!. :It 137°-43." .E 139G-43.\HE 

;*".;" .- . <.- . ,. 

S\eamiJig in eompanywi th 'Task Groups 38.) and 38.4 enroute to 
area west Wild$outh ot1gG.00'N; 140G·00'E. '. " ." 

During the morning, :aearAdmiral MONTGOMERY, ComTask Group 38.1 
left ,the '0 .S.8. HORNET with his staff and hoisted his tlag in the. 
u.s.a. YORKTOWN. At.1l2t1l U.S.S. MOnn reported siptine;an object, 
possibly, aJlliJa6;about 7,000 yards from the formation center, and 
sank the obSeet .by gunfire. '. ' ' , ' 

,Collformed ~JliOVementsof carriers dur1~ routine flight Gpera· 
" tio),lS, and in ge:aEiral,operated in area referred to above pending 

break in weather and turther orders from ComThird Fleet. ' 
.-,., 

0800 Position , 

10 NOVEMBER 1944, 

1200 Position 

150-02.7' N 
lJ50-03.2! E 

2000 Position '. 

1:3°-49.9' N: 
132°-01.81. E 

Operating .in area south and west Of 18°-00' N; 140°-00' E. 
At 0048 p,ursuant tG radio orders of COlilTask Moree J8, .all task ' 
groups ehange.d course to 2200( T) and at 03.20 increased speed to 
26 knots. B.egan, steaming toward strike position of·f,Cem.tral 
Philippines. ~e typlioonhaspassed to the, south and,west, of us" 
and the barometer is' rising, although the sea remains hee:vy •. 

At 0802 U.S,S. TAU~:EG began, firing at an obJeot tnat was 
. thought to be allline bllt was laterident1tied as ,a red buoy. ' ~e 
U.S.S. l3URNS sank the buoy with gup.tire. . 
,Carriers conducted routine flight operations. 

0800 Position 

130-31.4' N 
,127"-01.P E 

11 NOVEMBJR 1944 

1200 Position 
'0 .' 
13 -23.3' N 

;'126°-05.1', E, 

'2000 Posi ti0n 

12°-37.3' N 
127°-17.2', E 

Approaelling strike position atappreximately 130-30'N; 1250-
30' E. tor air' strikes against the Ol"illOc Bay and Visayan8ea Areas 
ef,the Phlllipinelsla~ds.I'r~ targets are Japanese airfields 

, and Installatiens in these areas, with shipping targets beiD-1?; given 
secondary importance~ ; It is the plirl'cq)!ie ot these st,1'ikes to cripple,' 
telli.porarily at least, ifapanese. air pOVler in the Central Philippines. 

All hands stood to Air Attack Stations for dawn alert at 0527, / .' 
securing e.t 0627 as no "bogies" were reported. At dan the carriers (P 
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