- & position of the China coast, we must &ominate the Philippibes, The  "
purpose of our present operations is to géin pesitions from whiah_ s

T.S8.8. MESSACHBBETTS“ 6o/fe
wAR DIARY.

rram ths south under General HaeArthur and the QNS fram +the east
under Admiral Nimitz.  Admiral Nimitz has declared his intention

to establish & beachhead on the China coast. General MacArthar has, .

declared his intentions-of reburning to the Philippizes. We can
see both ebjectives. being~approacheé in these-two moves. To gain

"we can o just that - dominate the Fhilivpines. This doep not'”

. mean, neeessar11{£ an limediate landing in the

4__;1ippine§, but it

does mean the gaining of airfields within stri Gisthnece of all

pargs of the Philippines. We are now engaged in that. project,”
‘The Central Pagific Forece will teke Palau, At the same time

' General MacArthur wiil. advance to the northward from New Guinea and.

seize positions which will out off Halmehere and isolete the large

. Jepanese garrison therg in the same way we have iselated other large ™

Japensese garrisons. The fast carrier task foree, in which we serve,

_will sover doth thesie operations..

The forces in theae. operations,. éxcept ‘those under Genaral

“"*ffﬁﬂHnArtHnr, ‘are oulled the Western Pacific Tasgk rorcas, and. are under
4he ‘sotmand of Admiral Halgey in the. NEW. JERSEY. Theae task rerces

'~ cons % of the three large forces ag follows:

oF _.ﬂeampesed of the slow battleships, plus ésn@rtlearr o sw

 ncrn'aara and destreyers will give suppert to the landings, kﬁclnding*~

- ghore bombardment; and third, the_Fast'ﬁarliar Tagk Feree, in which

we operaté under the command of Vice. $8cher -
LEXINGTON. There sre four groups in this foreé.. Ouzsia H@. '3 pnder
the command of Rear Admiral Shermap in the ESSEX, .General: MacArthor' s

- forces will be compesed of an emphibious force and 1is supperting
. forece frem the Seventh Fleet. Our Task Foree covers his operation

alao.

" ing in the press results of these operations, "They started st the
© time of our Pirst fueling, when Task Gpoup L struck the Bopin Islands

for two days, and thern proceedsd: towerd Palaw, where it was joined by

- the Three Task Groups and began seftening of Palau. Theh Taak Groups

1, 2, ané 3 proceoeded wostwird and made air strikes for twoidays on |

the southern . 1slana of the Fhillipines, Mindanso. Upon compleétion
of these first strikes on the Philippines they returned o thée fuel~
ing area, where wé joined them yesterday. They have now returned,
reinforeed by battleships, to comtinse ithe wopk on’ ¥indengo, and

t¢ move the action inte the Cen thppines. We will be here
for three days, During this tige ip 4 'wlll separate and move to
the support of General MacArthur. As a mpatier of interest we are.
in glght of the Phillipines, and are o ting in'the deepest known
waters of the world. They are known ag" the Philippine ﬁeap and go

 down to 5900 fathoms or about 35,000 feet.

. Four days from now, all groups will join again ax the rueling

' area,. By that time the invasion of Palen will have begun. Simee
" that fast darrier-task. go:ce will no% be regquired further for that

_operatisn Admiral Eal:

for us, 1 will give you the details of it later, It is Admiral

~  Halsey's hqpe that he eén amoke gut the Japanese Flea' in one of
- these epsra,tiens. B A - 3.11 - - S
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Buring the early strikes of the carriar task forces, the fast
battleahips were -kept separated for the purpose of training inm pre—
paration -for-the -surface action which Admiral Halsey is trying to

‘ereate. We have accompanied the-carriers this time becanse the ..
enemy hag slready been alerted and may try to interfere on the. preés-
ent strike. It is doubtful that surfaece forees will be ercountered ;
on this sirike, but it is within the- eapaoity of the enemy to resist =
by &ir if he is willing to risk his plenes. Therefore we must be :

particularly elert to. repel air attacks for the next thrae days.® : Y

At 1930 came to course 1300(T) at 18 knots. courses ‘and speeds
as orﬁered in antioipation of further atzikes on- terget areas.

| B 13 SEPTEMBER. 194 o |
0800 Position 1200 Position 2009 Poai%idnl

0 10% - 460N 1100 - 38.1° N - 36.2'N
:_5¢¢127o ~00,1'E . . 126°-528tE . . 1260 - 33.1E

e 3team1ng as before., Task Groups 38.1, 38.2 end 38,3 are in S
-~ eruising disposition 5 "X-ray". At 0522 gtood to General Quar- o

ters statlons, securing at 06&3. Carriers launched planes for ' i
Pfighter sweeps and alr sirikes on. the Negros, Leyte; Cebu, Boliol !
- area of the-Uentral Philippines. At 0650 an enemy plane was

sighted flying through the formation. It attempted to bomb the - i
- U.B8.8. PRINCETON,; dropplng a bomb mbout 100 yards astern of the |
carrier: Beveral ships. of the formetion opened fire, this ship - ' o
firing LOMM 4nd 5" batteries. Several of our bursts were among - |
the last to be observed in the vicinity of the target. After , o
all ships, had ceased firing, the plans, identified as an."@scar®, . -i
Jﬁp&neae fighter, ;was .seen 4o ordésh Into the water at a- bearing a j
of 080°(T), range approximately 20,000 yards. Ammunition expend- S
ed: LOMM ~-20 rounds, HEIT; 60 reunda, HEYP; 5%/38 Cal. - 3 rounds,
M, 183 13 zéunds, Mk, 32; 6 rounds, 5"/38 Cal. powder - Index
3&68° L rounds - Index 3024; 3 rounds - Index 3991; 3 rounds -
eg 3591, Maneuvered as required by flight cperations and as

ordered by 0.7.C. At 1245 U.8.S. FRESTON alongside to deliver .
- offlelial mail., At 1830 began night retirement from strike p@sition
to the northeast, _ ' 1

| ) 14 SEPTEMPER 1944 -
GSGO-Pogition o - 1200 Position 2000 Positien

| - 5628 10° - 31.7'N 99w 45.1'H
| 126° 45.3'E . 126° - 48.7'B 1279 - 22, h'E-

: Ste&ming as hefere in oruiaing dispositien 5 Reger.' From-
0523 to 0623 stoed te Genmeral Quarters statiens. Continued air -
”strikes on Central Philippines throughont the day, maneuvering B

s .n2-
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' rescued mem to U.8.8.. wm. At:1620 shdnged fleet axis L6 220°9(T),

05681331 -

- 5‘359/*12*1/%-3 v.s mssammw o oyer |

 DECLASSIFED 7+ o

&8 reag! '~red by flight operatiana._ A% 0900'pursaant to inatruetiens

sf 0.TC, ,- launched y@o-afreralt: on-reswcne mission. ‘At 1305 sighted
portion ‘of Centrsl Philippiue Islands: bearing 270°(T). At 1350 re-
covered beth plames by Charlie-Methed. ' Reauce mission-was completa
suceessfrlly;  Lt, G.4, ROBINSON rescuing HATHAWAY, F.R,, AOMZc, att .
ed to V.T. lé aboerd U.8,8, WASP, from the water -abou% 8 miles northWa, .-
eagt of Bwnaguettb PoIs  Lkb5 U.S 8. CALLAHAN alomngside to: trensforc i,

speed 25 knots. 183 Changed course to 110°(T) 2 apee& 18 kmots; Ry
bagan retiring to fueling area. o

- 15 mmmm 1944 . _ | .
| esa@ Peanien o ~ :1200: Po, 11;3.911 T 2600, Posiuien-_

080 2.3 079 - ShuN 06‘*;.'-' 59.21N

. '___1390 037.2'% - 13°-17.9%® 1320 . 29.8'E

| '%taming as hefere. Geadmte& 'baez;ica_l exereises threughant

S ny, conforming in . general te bage course 110°(T)., 1629 The

| D@8, TEE SULLIVANS alopgside to fuel. At 2100 changed course

< te 1309(‘1’), speea. 18. kmebsw. N o R ;
| 16 SEPTEMBER-1945 . S

a :’W S '_ 1200 Pesition

05° - 34.6'3 Ty 950 - 21, 3'1!5 : | 05° - 15, mf
13a° ~20,9'% 1330 - 30,812 1320 - 47,38

a Steaming as. befo:pa An. campany with Task Gz-@up 38.3&11 rleet
'ecurae 1800( T}, exip- gﬁé‘"(m), at 18 knots, in eruieing diupesition

-5 Roger, 331:40239&3:1 with Fge: 13_3 Groups 30.8,2 and 30.8,4. At

- 0712 formad  fusldug ‘dispesi A"Fex, U.S.8. NECHEES formation.
-guide, AL 083 <-gatapul ted. -Gne. pl&aa -for ASP; -recovering by Fhe.

- Bog 'Method . at 1122, Came-alongside U.S.8. NECHES and st 1116 com-

. _menced recdying fuel, Faeling completed-at 1337, received 530,331%

" galleons-fusel oll; 2ig-zagged Iindependently while other-units fael-
ed,. At 1,20 U.8.8. LONGSHAW alongside to deliver offieial mail,

- 1538 U.5.8. GATLING alongside to deliver U.s. Meil. - Formed -
eruising disposition 5 Roger en axis 245°(T), course 243%¢T) at

10 knots. Ab 1645 increased apead to 16 knots, and maneuvered as

o directed by e.ﬁ'.c. eonforming general t0 eeurse 3&00('1').

S 17 SEPTRUEER 1944 R
esuﬂr’osa;tion:@_-_.'_.__ 1200 Pesitlom ébo‘rééiuo&g‘

el o7 lauR 070l 09.9'H

o132° - Bl2'E - 133° ~ 28,88 133"_- 16.0'E o

_ Steaming in e@mpany wi‘bh 'J.‘ask Gronp 38, 3 in crniaing disposi‘!;ian o
S It P 4
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0800 Position - - 1200 Pesitien * geee-Pbéitieﬁ
070 -.26.9'% . 07% - 31.3'N 99° =037, 5'H
-133° - 08,1'E - 133Q - Be.e'E E 133 ~33.9

 NANTANALA} cofrse and.axis 240

- PAPPAHANNOCK for fueling. Opepation comploted.at 15065 recelved

units fueled. At 1829 speed increased to 18 kunots, formed cruising--
0800 Peaition 0 1200 Position f' 'gaéaugﬁgitiég-

tact, bearing 3109%(T), 20,500 yards. Set Material Condition

-~ {T). At 0930 increased speed to 22. knots end began approach for air
strikes om Harthern,Luzon, Manila Bay areas or the: Phillippine _ :

 U.3.8. MASSACHUSETTS . 60/t

er, on fleet axis 2459 T), fleet course 34,0°(T) at 16 knots.
Ax 0616 increased spee& 4018 . knots, 'Maneuvered as.directed by
0.7:C., zig-zagging in aecordanea with Plan 6. At 18k5 changed
course to 270°(T] ,

18 BEPTEMBER T9hL -

: steaming a8, barora» Haneuverea as. reqnired by earrier flight '
operatiens -conforming i general 1o course 1160(%T) prior te undn

‘and to course 0009(T) after noon. 0658 U.S.8.. PRITGHETT alengaida

to tranefer man fbrnmedical treatmant.
19 SEPTEMBER l?bh
. _ 12@9 Pasition
53~9'N - 11° - 28 o

1310'

Bxeaming as . befora. At dawn . rendezvaus with . Fueling Qroups
33.8.2 and 30.8.11 at 12° - 00N, 1339-30'E, At 0628 formed -
eruising. digpesition modiftied . g{Roger for fueling, Guide™1s U.8.8. o
1), speed 10 knots,” Zig—zagge& o
indapendently on stetion, At 0827 lauwiched one plane -Tor: ABP}
ay 1128 launchad &8 second eireraft for ASP; and. et 1145 reeoverea
the first plans by the Charlie Method. . At 1021 U,8,8. CALLAEAN
alengside. ta. deliver efficial meil, At 1410 went alengside U.S5.8.

3,769 barrels rusl oll, - At 1439 .recovered.cne.plane. by the DPog
Hethoa. Rpaamnéazig-zasaing independently on. gtation. while other

ﬂispeaition 5 Roger, -andéd at 1945 changed bage course to 3&G°(T]
20 SEPTEHBER 1944, SR

WL aw . dge - 1R 10 < gkiw
130° - 03.11E o 1230_— 54.0'E o 126° -2k 2'3_. s

Steaming as befare. ‘At 0120° receiVed weak radar snrfaoe con-.:é _'

nZebra® belew the seeand dack, ‘contact disappeared from screeﬁ n
at 0210 set Material Gondition "Yoke", At 0510 stood t6 Gemeral ~
Quarkers statlons; secured at @61@..~At 0845 changed course to 260%

- 114 “;'
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HAR DIARY R

Islands. Zig-zaggeﬁ as direeted by 0. T G. At 1400 the Gaptain
addressed the erew over the Publie Addrsss System as follows:
. . "hig is the Captain speaking.  The events of the last week -
"have now become -hiptory. Admiral Nimitz's forces driving across = * ..
" the Central Pacific and Gemeral MacArthurs's advence through the !
Senthwest Peciflic are now stretegiscally concentrated. General - .
MacArthur has occupled Norotail, whick cuts off Halmahera, Admiral s °
Fimitz is oceupying small islands in Palau, where'airfields ean . N
be built to dominate the large island, Bebelthuap. On beth _ ! %
Halmahera and Babelthuap the Japs have large garrisons: ' These ' o
garrisons, deprived of air support, and with their sea communica- :
tions cut, Would be-rendered impotent, and we-can ignere them for 1
the present. - - |

- ur eyes, therefere, return to the Philippfnea.- During five _ !
days‘ strikes during the last tem days, all of the Islands of the '
Philippines have -been heavily strueck, except ome. The strikes o

. .against the central ard southern: Philippinea were s part of the - :
' eampaigns. t0 -seéize Morctal end Palau. There remains stil) effective ]

in the Phllippines thé strongest and most important lsland ef the

-

"we will know the enswer "

. whole .group. -That island is Luzon, the northermmost. It is at

-oneé -the most populous, the most powerful and sirategically, the . ' !
most importent of all the group. It contains the importent harbor .
of Manila Bay. Around Manila are a great number of airfields, some

- of them containing as many as elght flying strips. This concentre-
tion of power iso the-objective of our present strike. Tomorrew .

morning at dawn, the fall striking power of these three groups of -

Teask Force 38 will be econcentrated on the Manila Bay district. The
purpose is, of course, 0 destroy first, the air power, . then the
shipping in the port, then the port installationa. If the Jeps
have not become too alarmed at our actlivities ln this vielnity,
there should be a good bag of ghips in the herbor, - We een DO that

" the Japs have underestimated our sea-keeping ability end belfave -
vie have retired o our base. If that be true, we can aurpriéé them
again as we have dome before,

L It i3 entirely possible that they may become aware of our
approach, If they do, we can expect some interruptions tonight. If
not, we can stlll expect to have to -fight off attacks tomorrow. It

" 48 too muech for us to expeot to reach a distence from which we can
strike Manila without being subjected teo coumnter-attecks frem such
strongly held positions as Luzon. If we are cotnter-attacked, this

- task force £ad the MASSACHUSETTS will know how to deal with tham.

1 wish I could tell you we might encounter surface forces but I

- believe we will not. The tima dees not appear suitahle fbr tham

to risk their fleet.

It is probable that the atrike will eontinue for two days, If
this strike is as effective as the previous ones, the Philippines
will be eliminated as an effective dapanesa stronghold. In twe daya

At 1610 fleet axls was retaﬁed to 050°(TJ Fleet course . changed
to 310°(F) at 1700. At 1845 stood. to Alr Attack stations; secured et.
_19k0 At 190@ changed ecourse to 270 (T}, and at 2308 ehangeﬂ course ta j?

- 115 -
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"'3359/,&12-1/33.6»-3

iééé(¥1£

0896-?@5@#&6&;
150 - 35.1°N
1230 - 38.1F

Steaming 3:0: 0 before.

;ﬁ;s-s. MASSACHUSEDTS
VAR DIARY

2@00 ehanged oourae to 270°(T].

21 BEPTEMBER 1944
15 ys.om
1230 - 51.6'3

125

60/2z 1

" DECLASTIFED <+

2@00 Pesitien

_ .1230_.. 211- 313 . "a%es; __
At 05&2 stoed to General Qnarters statians.

169 1 100N -

At dewn- carriers begen launching fighter aweeps and air strikes.on
Japenese -airfields, -shipping end shore instelletions in various areas
of Northern Luzon, P.l.y’ partieul&rly around Manila Bay. Strikes eon~ ;
tinued throughout the day, with ships manouvering as required by .. s

| . A%.1200 rem

flight operations, At 0703 secured from Genéral Quarters. Stood to

- Ay Attack gtations at 1845; secured at 1944. At- sunset began re-
_ 'tiring from immediate operating area On - course—ilﬁ (T). -

'f-éééo'rasiﬁion- 2000-Peaition
150 - 39,7 N 159 ~ 43.0° H 14" - 34.1'
-123° - 00,87 F 122° - 58,0 E 125° - 18.3* E

S staaming as before. At 00k changed course 6 23®°(T) and
8% 0230 changed course te 3000(T}; began &ppraceh for contimuned t
alr strikes againgt targess in. Nbrthern Luzon areag. At 0530
~ sbteood to Generel Quarters stations; secured at 0648,  Rain squalls

126@ Positian

and poor vigibility made necessary enm hoursdelsy in leunching air

strikes. Flying conditions were poor throughout thehmorning, and -
. a% 1120 the task force began ratiring on ccurse 1l@ (T), at 21 ‘
kmots. - S
23rssmeMBER=19Eh _
1200 Fosition 2000 Pogition

11° - 202N 11° - 32.6'
130° - 21.3'E . 128° - 39.6! E

@890 Position

120 - 13;&*_
129° - 12.8' B

: Staaming~as before 1n campany with Task Group 38.3 and othar

_Task Groups of Task Foree 38, ‘emroute to fueling randezvous with

gnsk‘Units,ae 8.3 3048.5, 30,8,7 and 30.8.12 at 11° - 15'N, '130°
i 20%B. At 8516 Btopd to General Quarters stations; seeured’ at 0616,
ezvoused with Fuellng €foup; changed eourse and axis

 ;Jte 2800(T), Decreased speed: Ao 14 Kfiots and commenced’ zig—zagging'

' ingependently on station, &t 15£é reda ed spegd to 12 knots, came
- alongeide U.S.8. MONONGARELA andiat 1605 cammenced reeeiving faa1¢
- Faeling coulpleoted at 1741; received. ? 719 barrels of fuel oil, At
1958 formed crulsing disposition 5 Roger, on-course and axis 280°(T). -
. Speed 1nereased ta 21 knets at 2000; sourse’ changed to 305°(T] o

' . - 116 -
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s 0789(7), 1000 yards. '2330. Emergencéy ships left to gourse 015°

3359/A12-1/£16#3 | U.S.5. NASSACEHUSEPTS  6o/se

- WAR DIARY.
ikt 21, SEPTRIBER 1944 R
93@@ Pbsitien 1200 Position 2000 Poaition
12% - 564" N 120 <aust W 1% -23a W
. 126 = 03.70E . 1258 -55.50 B 1269 - 40.6' B

: Sta&ming ag: bef@r93 ngeanhing central Phillipines &reaxter ﬁtf“--'
strikes on the-1islends of Cebu, Leyte; Negres and surrouidiiig sgtea.
At 0LLY decrsased speed to 18 knots. At 0527 Stped o Gefigre '
Quarters stations; secured at 0627. Carriers Yemnchad fighter o
sweeps and air striles-againgt targets in the area imdicated- ~-abeves.
the- strikes ‘continuling throughout the day. Units of varieus Task -
Groups maneuvered-ds- required by flight operations, A% 1258 launch~
.ed-two alineraft for seaplere rescue migsion. U.5:3. CASSYIN YOUNG
-alengside at 1500 for. transfer: of persomnel. At 1745 ULS.S.,
- GASSIN YOUNG nlongside to dsliver-officiel meil. At 1811 reecover- :
od-alrcraft by the Dog Method. -Regtne mission complsted suecess- |
L 2uL1yy L G.A. ROBINSON retyurning with Ess. 0.W. ‘SCOTT, who is S
‘atteghed to the U.8.8. PRINCETON. U. 8.5 KNAFP alengs‘ide at. 1838 . -
t6 transfer Ens: SCOTT to the U.8.5. PRINCETON, - Stood to. Air .
Atteck statiens at 1840, secured at 1931.. At. l8h3, pursuant to.
GomThirdFleet 230347, mssmﬂusmm, ALABAMA., WASHINGTON and
DeeDiv 99, U.8.8. HEALEY joined Task Group - 38.2, under orders to
‘Pproceed to Saipan Islaend, Msriannaes Group.  Formed' cruising dig-
“‘position 5 Reger-on fleet exis 080°(T), fleet. course 077°(T), at
" 15 knots. Guide in U.S.8. NEW JERSEY; 0.T.C., and camTask Group
38,2 is Rear Admiral Bogan in U, S.8. BUNKER EIEL :

25 SEPTEMBER.19kk. o -

9800 Poaitien R 120@ Position . - '2‘6b®t~=$es-1-tion o
16 E B 5 -’-3&8" .35t N

1300 - 37.7° z S 31%- st E 133° -5.60®

: Steaming as. befere in company with Fagk Gmouf %8 2 in o
eruising aiapesition 5 Roger on fleet course 077°(T}, fleet axis’
-080°(T) at 20 knotd. At 0512 stood to General Quarters statiens;
gsecured at 0612, Af 0800 formed Task Forece 34, and became unit
-of. Taak Gioup 34.1, Vice Admiral W.A. LEE, in U.3.8. WASHINGTON
pndd :Formed .cruising disposition h Nan, fleel course. and
8 '9&9@&), &% .15 knots.. Conducted gunnery end taeticel ex-"
-ereises threughout the day, . zlg-zageing as directed by G.T.C.’
- Ameunition expended: 24 rounds - 2" 38 Gal ¥k. 32 projectiles;
2L - Charges, 5%/38 Cal., SFP 1. At 1647 0.5.8. MARSHALL along-
. ®iBe to fusl. Qperation.completed at 1743. U.S.5. MARSHALL :
' having received. 51,75@ .gallons. fuel .oil, At 2115.changed. speed
¥ 40718 Knotse 2329 U.S.8. COTION reported gound contact baarin%T]

Material Conditiom "Zebra" seot below second deck. At 2335 contact
reported a8 nﬂnimetalic. Changed course to 085°(T) at. 2340, . - .

- 117 =~
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BB')"?/ﬁl2—l/A16— 7.8.8. 'msmcﬂusmm
AL | | WAR DIARY
S | 26 SEPTEMBER 1944 |
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
139 C kg W 0 24° -23.0' N 140 - 40.6' N

.,137"-3@1'3 o 1330-1:;.1}*3 o 1390-236,

. fathoms of the port anchor cheim in use. Anchorage bearings:
Ships. Head, 1619(T! Black gtack, 135°(T) Left tangent Tinian,

. Bteaming as hefore in company with Thsk Greup 3& lin oruis-
ing disposition 4 Sugar. Fermation axis 070°9(7), flest eourse

085°%(T), fleet speed 18 knots; enroute to Salpan. Cotiducted

tactical ané gunnery exercise& throughout the day. -Amgunition

expended:. 41 Poumds - 57/38 cal., Mk, 18, Mod. 2 projectiles; .

66 Clarges Smokeless powder, 5%/38 Gal. SPBN. Daring meneuvers,
conformed in gemeral to base course- 070%( D), . At.1559 fbrmed

"erulsing dispositien 4 Sugar, on fleet course and axis 090° (T), :
at 12 knots. At 1620 U.8.S. TINGEY alongside to fuel; fueling com- -

pleted at l73h. .S.S. TIEGEY having receivea 68,325 gallons fuel

oil.
o _ 27 SEPTEMBER 198k |
._éséozPoaitian | . 3200 ?ositien 1 | EGGG Poéition-
: 11,,9?25 o'N © L 23.4t'N . 15%a. 05" ®
-11.1 - 363t E _:u,za -~ 36,0t E 143" - 43.1'E

. Steaming a8 before .in cempany with Task Group 34.1 on. various
courses and speeds to effect rendezvous with Tesk Unit 30,8,11

for fueling, At 0505 U.8.S., ICWA and U.8,.8. NEW JERSEY left the '
-~ formation, with egeoryy to fuel. Remainipg wnitsadjusted stations +

in formatien. At 0700 U.8.8, WASHINGTON and GruDiv~14 Yeft the
formation to fuel. Fueling course and axis 09C°(T}. - AL 1050
céme along port slde U.S.S. ENGREE, and st 1116 began receiving
fuel., Completed fueling at 1406 having recelved 614,685 galloms
fuel ol)., Conducted gunnery éxercises duriag. the afterneen,

. srmunition expenmded:s 20MM - 416 rounds, HET; 139 roumds, ERI;

LOMM ~ 622 rounds, HET, At 1553 fonme& erulsing dilgposition 4

. Bugar on fleet course and axis 090°(T), at 15 kxiots. At 1626

eourse ehanged te 030%(T)., Began zig-za 1ng as directed by
©.,7.G. At 2360 chanaed course to 1000{7T

. 28 EEPIEMBER l9h4

Steaming as before 1n eampany with Task Greap Bk.l enroute
Saipan. At 0427 si%hted Saipan Isl&nd bearing 130¢(T}. Fleet _
axls rotated to 130°9{(T) at 0431, and at 0448 changed cotrse to 1459
(7). At 0455 formed. eruising dispositian L Nen, Steamed on various

- sourses and at speeds as directed by 0,T.G, and Division Commander,
- and at 0628 gnchered in roads eff saipan ‘Herbor, .Saipan Island,

Marienas Group, in Berth K 108 in 17 fathoms of water with 90

- - 118 -
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- U.8.85. HILLER reported sound cuntact, bearling 280°(
19,000 yards. FEmergency tufn left to course 115°(T] executed a8t

U.8.8. 'massasaﬁsmmms 60/2f
WAR. BIARY | o

172.6°(T]* Left tangent Saipan, 102, 20(T). At.063L set the Port
War: Watol, began normal port routine, . At 1134'U0,8.8. THE SULLIVANS

‘}“‘i
110

.tled up alongside for repairs.  Ab 16&6906mp1ﬁted pumping 1600
gallons dtesel oil to U.S.5. THE SULLIVANS. ¥U.S.S. IOWA rader *

gaard ghip reported an upidentified plane besring 274°(7), range.
56 miles at 1730. Material Condition "Zebra" get below. the seeend

deck, and the ship darkemed. At 1750 stood to: Air Attack stationsy.. B

Hhterial Copdition "Zehra™ set throughout the ship. -Unidentified
p;nne iﬁ&ntiriad as -friendly at 1803, and at 1804 secured from Air

Attack, .get the Port War Watch. Unless indicated otherwise Katerisl

Gondition ®Yoke" is set during darkness, end Material Condition

_ "thay" durins daylight, whlle ship-is in port.._

29 SEPTEMBER 1944
'2000 Poaition

150 & 20.8 N
1450 - 08.0" E

. Anchored as before. At 0910 began pumping 6,000 gallons
fresh water ¢o U.S.8. THE SULLIVANS. A% 1120 U.S.S. SULLIVANS
underway and eleared the port side, Ammunition lighter alomgside
from 1425 o 1515. At 1600 stationed special sea details; made

" 8ll preparations for getting underway, pursuant to Gommhirdrleet'

281255, directing Task Force 34 plas one CVL and two destroyers -
and Task Group 38.2 to depart Salpan and proceéd to Ulithi, Under-
way at 1659, menéuvering on various courzes and at various speeds
while forming ecruising 613position L Sugar. From 1710 to 1724
gtood to Alr Attack stations. 'Fleet course and axis R2709(T),
fleet speed 15 knots.. Zig-zagging B8 ﬁireeted by’ e.&,c., anﬂ

' at‘2139 changed course and axis to 225 ( )

30 SEPTEMBER 1944

0800 Position 1200 Positdon - '_2oob-Positidn
140 - 01.2" N 13° - 03.5' ¥ 119 - 58,31 §
143° - 35.7t E . 14i° - 53.6'E 1400 - S9ekt E

_ Steaming as before in company “with Task Graup 3#.1 in .
cruising formation 4 Sugar, on.fleet course dand exis2250(T) at
17 knots. The ship is darkenéd from sunset to sunrise and 'is in
Condition of Readiness I1; Engineering Condition 33, Airecraft
Condition 8, Condition of Bddar Sllence 5 are set, While under-
way, unless otherwise indjcated, Material Condition "Yoke" ig

set during- dﬂ:knesgi and Material Condition Yoke belew second

"deck, Material Condition "X-ray" asbove, during dag &1 At 0232
stance.

0236. Sound contagt lest by U.S.S. MILLER ‘at 0240.. At 0244
ehanges course te 225°(T), and cammenoad zig-zagging as directed

- 119 -
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Té-a U.s,8. msacﬁaszm . eofer |

by 0.T.C, Conducped tpotical and guhnery ‘exercises threoughout

the day., Stoed to Alr-Eitaplk-stations from 0836 to 1035 during
eourse of -simulated Alr Attask by frisndly planes. Exerocise con-
tinued during afternoon.  Stocd 4o-Alr Attack stations from 1205 ¢
$0 1344, At 1344 forméd ¢rulsing didposition 4 Sugar on fleet -
courge and axis: 2250(¥) at 15 imots. Course and axis changed
to 2109(T) at 1450, and eourse changed to 180°(T) at 1503. At
1800. course changed to 2700{T), and at 2308 %0.180%(7).

- . Captain,. U.8.Navy, R : : N
S Gemmanaing. - . s L
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. BB5Y/ 512-1/.&16-3

| | U.S.8. MASSACHUSETTS' o

WﬁR DIARY

1 OCTOBER 1944

A A e 7,

L Steaﬁing enroute from Saipan, Marianas Islands, to' T
Ulithi At0ll, Caroline Group in oompany with Task Group 3&, - .
erg&nlzed as follows: " . o '

(Vice Admirel WA, I.EE)
_.1,Batt1e Line (Viece Admiral Lee)

Task_Force

MASSAGHUSETTS
WASHINGT@N ~

(Aﬂmiral W.A, LEE is in the U.8.8. NEW JERSEY as - ©®

Commander Third Fleet, in temporary absence of -
 Admiral W,F. HALSEY, ‘and as Commender Task Force o
B Bh, and Commander Battleshlps Pacifiec,) e

Task Group 34:2 Right Flank (Rear Aﬂmire.l Whiting)

R A T

_“"".""'rumv 1l -

E : o ¥ TNCERNES (F)
e . HOUSTON o : AR
; o - MIAMT ' . _ SETE o
S F ‘ ) .- DesDiv 10& S T o - §
b Also present are INBEPENBENCE and eseorts, acting as o g

: ‘Tesk Group 3A 9 : _ -

“Current movements is purauant to instruetimns in dispateh
of ComThird Fleet to ComTask Group 38.2 and ComTdask Force 3k, e
~ dated 28 September 1944, directing Task Foree 34 with ome light - .3 .
. carrier and escorts and Tagk Group 38.3 t0 sail from Saipsn on E
. . 29 September 2% 1730 and to proceed to Ulithi by a designated . R
P route arriving at. 0600, 1 October 1944 (A1l times Item)., Pre- ;“;_ N
a . - cauntions are ‘being taken to avoid vigual sighting from Rota - =~ . = =
'~ .  Island. Tactical and Gunnery exsrciges are being conducted
- while enroute. The Task Force-is steaming in cruising dis-

position 4 Sugar, fleet course 180°(T); fleet axis, 200°{T), .
Btandard spesd is 15 knots, steaming at 18 knots. "Basically, -

the ship is in Condition IIX during daylight and Condition II
ddring darkness, zig—zagging 1s in aceordance w:th 0.7.C.

g

3
i;j:.fy-?
' ‘E
;-
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BB59/A12~1/£L16 -3 ~ U.S.5. MASSACHUSETTS
ME'DIARY

%gstructions. 0 T.C. 1s Vice. Admiral W.A. LEE in. U 8.8. EEW
- At .0028 changed fléet course to 2109(T), and at 0355 changed
fleet courge 0 0309({T). Cruising disposition 4 Nan formed at
0L20; fleet guide, U.S.S5, IOWA; division guide U.S.8. ALABANA, At .
. . 0430 stood to General Quarters statioms; secured at 0530, Sighted
i . Ulithi Atoll and followed movemenits of Division Guide in entering
3 port. . At 0708 anchored in Berth 16, in 18 fathoms of wsber.
" Set the Port War Wateh and began following normel port routine. n
Ship is on four hours notice for getting underway, At 1315 U.S.8. o
* WOODWORTH alongside to fuel; 1449 U.8,8. WOODWORTH cleared silde :
after recelving 75,775 gallons of fuel oll.  U.8.S. MBNTGBEERY
alongside at 1730 to deliver injured personnel.

2 ocC 'I'OBER 19k

. At 0643 U.8.8. HEAEY alongside to transfer to thig ship, O

?* “GomBatDiv EIGHT {Rear Admiral G.B. DAVIS) and members of his staff. S
~ “Co atDiv ‘EIGHT ceme aboard and hoisted his rlag, _ S
fask Force b organization modified to the following-

_ Task Foroce 34 {(Vice Admiral W.A, LEE)

. i - 34,) Battleline {Vice Admirel W.A. I.EE)

~Bathiv Rear Admiral HUSTVEDT)
""‘""“':Io’wa {F) o
- NEW JERSEY (FFF)

BatDiy & '
T MASSACHUSETTS (F} : . o
Di. WA?HINGTON gﬂ‘} )
BatDiv 9 (Rear Admiral HANSON) - ST
‘SOUTH DAKOTA (¥) cLoe _
. ALABAMA '
Admiral W.F. HALSEY ComThird Fleet, present in NEW JERSEY: .
" Vies Admiral W.A. LEE, ‘ComBatPac present: in WABHINGTON,
' At 1055 received signal YFlash Red" from §OPA. Manned Air
Attack Stations; set Material . Gondition n7ebra?, Signal "Flash
" White" received from SOPA at 1100; segiffed from Air Attack
N stationa, resuried Condition ITII. -
b A% 1155 U.S.S. BROWSON alongside to fuel. 0peration cOom~
7 pleted at 1440, U.S.S. BRONSON having received 51,600 gallons. of
! fuel oil. During forenpon conducted diving 0peratlons to inspect
‘serews, shafts end rudders. VU.S.S. ALDEBARAN received along port
side for stores and provisions at 1327.- U.S.S. DORTCH elongside
to fuel at 1521; operation oompleted at 1613. Diving operations
continued during afternoon.. At 1658 U.S.S. ALDEBARAN underway from
' port side, and at 1740 U S S.,CIMARRON alcngside to fuel U.S 8.
_MASSACHUSE‘I‘IS - _ |
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BB59/A12-1/A16-3 . U.5.8. MASSACEUSETTS

‘29,71 at 1200 to 29.67 at 1800, and the force of the wind 1ncreas§g

WAR BIARY |

. waathar'condltions deteriorated during the day. The sky was
overcast, ceiling low;Squalls frequent. Barometer dropped from . . -

from force 3 at 1200 to force 5 at 1900. All data indicated a tropw
ical disturbance~of some intensity passing to northward. The shiyp
was made secure for heavy weather, and preparations were made for

getting underway on one Hours' notice. ‘At 1941 fueling operations =h~9;1”

completed; recelved 350, 737 gallons fuel oil at 60°F and +979 gallons

'diesel eil at 850F, L _ .

ﬁiocwogﬁn 19k4 o
1200 Position 2000 Position

. . 0 =
leO - 1o, h' E : ' 1h1° - 25. 3’ E

. Pursuant to orders by radioc from O, 7.6, preparations were made

- .bo-'get underway at 0730 and sortie in company with Task Force. 34..

Weather conditions remained bad due to the tropical disturbance to

. the morth. At 0605 U.S.S. CIMARRON underway fram port side. Under-
wey at 0723, During the run down the channel inside the Atoll two

Mark 8 Radars were kept on designated targets and ranges téken with
them checked with the position of the ship as ‘determined by visual
bear&ngs* As the ship neared the entrance channel the weather elosed

" in, making impossible the taking of suy bearings visuelly. Radar

ranges were plotted continucusly, and these, togebher with dead

-reckoning, furnished what proved to be &n accurate plot of the

ship's track through the narrow chennel, . '
At 0906 changed speed t0 1k knots; formed cruising. aiSPOSition

4 Nen on fleet course snd aexis 1509(T). Cruising-disposition L

Sugar formed at 0955 on fleet course and axis 140°(T)-at 15 knots.
Course chenged %o 1200(T) at 1352. Fleet course and axis changed
to 060°(T) at 1830, aud at 1902 changed coufse to 000°(T), Axis-
changed. to. 000% at 1913.. At 2156 course ¢hsnged to 290°(T)

The storin abated gomewhat during the day, the barometer
rising from 29.66 at 0100 to 2976 at 2400, and the. foree of the

:wind declining from force 7 to forge 5 in the same period

. L, OCTOBER 1944
‘0800 Pogition
090 S SELT N
'139° - 27.1* E

Steaming as: before in company with Task Force 3# . Maneuvered .

“as direoted by €.T7.C., preparing to reenter Ulithi Atoll. At 0725

formed cruising disposition k Wan. At 0BL7 entered Ulithi Atoll by
Mugei Chennel .gnd proceeded to Berth 21, anglioring.at 0934, in
24 fatheims 0F water with 120 fathoms of "the ‘port chaim, Set the

| “{he Port War Watch g4 resumed normal port routine as permltted by L

Conaition of Readiness for getting unﬂerway (h hours).

- 123 -
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BB59/A12-1/A16-3 U.S.5. MASSACHUSETTS
o] o | WAR DIARY
5 OCTOBER 1944

- Routine flight operations conducted. During forenoon con— - ;

dﬁcted shallow water diving eperations to free the screws of LT .
670, tied up. astern, of ani8" manila line. At 0941 U,;S.S. WEDDER:
_ BURN alongside to ptOFiSibn. ;

6 OCTOBER 1944,

2000 Fosition
090 - 10,3

139° - 26.3" E

Launched planes for anti—submarine patrol during morning.
U.S.8, LAWS alongside at 0814 for minor repairs, stores and fuel-

ing.
' Pursuvant to ComThird Fleet dlspatch of .6 -Dctober 1944 , Task

  _Far¢e 34 was Gigsolved at of 1200, and units of Task Force 34 -

joined Groups of Task Foree 38 to "which they had previously been
- assigned. Task Groups 38,2 and 38 3 are present Orgenization is
“asg follows: . .
- Pask Foree 38 (Vice Admiral M.A. MITSCEFR) .
T iagk Group 38,2 (Rear Admiral C.F. BOGAN)
- IN I (F)
BUNEER . HILL
‘CABOT _
INDEPENDENCE
HANCOCK ’ .
BatDiv 7 {Rear Admiral BADGER)
TOWA (F)
ok EEH(JERSEYaéfFF) ‘ )
Crubly 4 (Rear Admiral WHITING
o VINCENNES (F)
HOUSTON
- MTAMT
: CruDiv 11
“S8AN DIEGO (F)
OAKLAND-
ﬁesron 52 and 53

. Task Group 8, {?e?r Admiral F.C, SBERMAN)
' - .. BSE F

LEXINGTON {FF )

LANGLEY -

FRINCETON

‘BatDiv 8 {(Rear Admiral DAVIS)
SACHFSETTS (F) :

WASBING'IUN (F of ComBatPac)

""1211.&
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' BB59/Al2-1/A16-3  U,S,S. MASSACHUSETTS
6FELE WAR DIARY

Ba’tDi? g (Rear Admiral HANSON)
SOUTH DARKCTA [F) .
ALABANA

uDiv 13 (Rear Admiral DuBose)
TA FE (F)
- BIRMINGHAM | - _
. MOBILE" - - S R
Desron_50 55 _ j _ AR A

Admiral W F, HALSEY, COMMANDER THIRD FLEET, present in NEW
JERSEY: Admirae) W.A. LEE, ComBatPac, present in WASHINGTON, =
- . . Pursuant to instructions contained in ComPirstCarTaskForPae
operation order No. ll-4)4 and in dispateh of ConTask Group 38.3
- made preparation to get underway and carry out operations in conn~
- setion with Iendings by Southwest Paeific Forces in Leyte Gulf,
- Philippine Islands.. Underway at 1643; sortied. At 1820. formed
. ornising disposition 5 "Roger™, axis 0900(T), as a unit of Task
- Group 38, 3;.and at 2000 rendezvoused with: Tagk Group 38.2 at 099- o
SRR /1oL H 1399-20". B, forming crulsing dispogition 3 Willieam with exis i
*660°(T] fléot .course 3350(T), &t 18 Jmots, all as directed by Com- : i
PagkFor 38 by despatch tb ComTask Group 38.2 and ComTask Group 38. 3
- U.B.S. RENO and U.5.S. BIRMINGHAM did not sortie, ~remaining in the
L harbor to complete provisioning.
. Fleet course echanged to 3500(T); spsed reduced to 18 knots.
'Enroute to rendezvous with Task Groups 38.1 and 38,4 at 150-30' N
1389-00' E, as directed by GomFirstCarTaakForPac 0peration order
ll"llll-c . ,
g Basically, the ship is in Condition II during darkness end . ;
'condition III during dayllght. .

| s " 7 OCTOBER 1958 B |
0800 Position . 1200 Position 2000 Position

120378V N 13%46.2' N . 150-55.11 §
1380-31.2' B - 1380-28.9' B 13802531 &

- Mﬁneuvered as necessary to 1aunch carrler agircraft for C.A.P.
_and A.8.F, U.5.8. LONGSHAW reported steering casualty at 0906, indica-
ting however, that she-would stay clear of formation; &t 0910 U.S S.
LONGSEAW régained steering control and resumed station. Stood to

. General Querters Statipons for drill during forendon. .

? ~ Fleet course changed to 0159(T) at 1700; speéd changed to 17

. knots. Rendezvoused with Task Groups 38.1 and 38.4 as scheduled.

| Formed eruising disposition 3 William on fleet axis 060°(T),

I Steaming enroute to fueling rendezvoas at 190-00' N, 1390-00'E

- lz;}f . .  :1 | 'gﬁﬁiff
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8 OCTOBER 1944

0800 Position . 1200 Position o 2000 Position, |,

186-23.9' N 180-15.7' N 189-04.5' N

1380_33 3t B - 1380-02 s E-- S 1350_&3&: E-

_ At dawn met unlts of Fuellng Groep 30. 8 formed oruising
disposition modified 5 Hoger, fleet course an& axis 2600(T},
speed 10 knots, During forsncon. received U.S.8. GATLING and
U.8.8. INGERSOLL alongside -ta foel. At 1120 U.S.8, RENO and .
U.8.S. BIRMINGHAM joined Tadk Group 38.3. Alongside U.S.S.
CAGHR to fuel at 1322; operation completed at 1710, this ship
‘receiving 247,083 gellons fuel oil. During gperatien, U.5.8.
IRITCHATT came alongside 4o tramsfer U.S. officisl mail,
Cruising dlsposition 5 Roger formed at 2000; fleet axis 2600
: {T), fleet course 295°(T), at 18 kaotg. .

A | ' 9 OCTOBER 1944
' 0800 Position 1200 Position | 2000 Position

. 190-49,2t © 210-03.9° N  220-28.4' N
T 1349-14.3 E 1340-59.7* & . 1340-44.1* E

Steaming asg before, enroute to support carrier air etrikes

against Japanese shipping and facilities in the area of Okinawa Jima

in the Nansei Shoto Group. Fleet course changed to 010¢{T) at
0460, Stood to General Quarters Statioms from 0437 to 0557,
Formetion axis rotated to 0300(T)} at 1043. U.S. Mail was deliv-
. ered to this ship by the U.S.S. COGSWEEL, which came alongside
~at 1121, .Fleet. course changed to 3000(T} at noon, and speed in-
.- ePeaged. to 23 knots; began approach to position from which dawn

strikes will be'launehed. At 2100 inoreased speed to 25 knots.
~ . ° At 1400, the Captain addressed the crew over the Public -
Address System as follows:: '

- "This is the Captain speaking. . Tenight we are on our’ way
%t0 open the sction of a vast 'new eperation in the Western
‘Paegific. The early date of this operation fellewing the land-.
ings in-Pslau is the result of. our remarkable saceess in the
etrikee on the Phillipines., . '
~ This new operation, as usual, will 1ead to a 1&nﬁing. When _
" and where, I cannot tell you until later., It i3 enough for us:
to know that Task Force 38 leads off, as usual, with a damaging
‘blow to seme important enemy position. The purpose of this
. blow is to weaken the enemy 8 ability. to counter the 1andinge
' when they come.

.. - Task Force 38 has all feur groups 1n this operation, and
is therefore one- thlrd stronger than it was when it kit the
- Phillipines, '

Our objeetlve ‘tomorrow is Okinawa. Okinawa, unlike the jé;"'

islands a\re have etteeked before, is not conguered or mandated

-.126hf
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WAR DIARY

-terfitory, It is one of the hame 1slands, about 300 mlles&ouﬁh
-of Japan proper. It is about:I0 times as big as Saipan end has

several good harbors. Its strategic importance lies in the faet *
that it is a staging point for aircraft flown from Japdgn proper,
southwerd to Formosa, -thence toc the Philippines and the: Indies..
It is obvious, therefore, ‘that to wreck 1ts air facilities will

" eut off the flow of relnforecing airerarft from the southern area.

- At present ‘there is no reason %o believe that we have bsen
digcovered. If this be true, we can expect to make another of
those gurprige attacks, for which Task Forece 38 has now become
renowned. It goes Without saying that we must be prepared for
eir atback and pessibly surface action.

As successive phases of this operation develop, I wili®

give you mgre information. In the meantime, it will be interest— '

ing for you %o know that tomorrow morning you will be: only LEOQ
mlles fromn Kyushu, the southern island of Japan proper,t

10 OCTOBER l9hh

0800 Pogition . 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
24,0-33.9" N 250-03,7* N C 24%29.4 N
1299+02.3' B 1299-33.3' E 1290-22.8" E

- At 0518 stood to General Quarters btations, and shortly )

- thereafter the carriers began launching planes for fighter sweeps
and air gtrikes against Japasnese airfields, shore installations and

shipping in the area of the Island of Ckinawa Jima. Taetical sur-

- 'prise was achieved, and &g there were no indications of an ehenmy

attack on our surface forces, seoured from General Quarters Sta-
tions at 0850. - At 0955 our carrier planes, reported twWo- ~enemy
supply ships, already demaged by bombing, about 40 miles to
the west of our force. The U.8.8, MOBILE, U.S.S. COTIEN, and
U.8.8, GATLING weie ordered to leave the formation and attack

_ the eneny. vessels. -However, by the time our ships reached the

scene of ‘action, the enénmy ships had been sunk by planes.

. Afir . strikes continued through the day. At 1548 changed
fleet course to 2209(T) and began retiring southeastward to’ ruel~
ing rendezvous with units of Task Group 30.8 at 200-00' N, 1280
g0 E. Stood to Air Attaek Stations at 1752;: seeured at 1948.

ll OGTOBER 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position - 2000 Position.
190-53.8* N  190-48,0" & | - 190557j33.§_
1279 ~58.5" E : 1270~07.4"' B _ 125918, 3'E

o Stood to General Quarters Statlons at 0518, secured at 0618, -
" At 0735 joined Task Group 30.8, forming cruising disposition 5
"Boger" .modlfled for purposes of fueling. Fleet coursi ehanﬁiﬁé"’

»
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. and recovered one aircraft for Anti-submarlne patrel. TU.S.S.

-game along port side of U.S.3. GUADALUPE and began receiving fusel. '--Tg

‘stallations on the Island of Formosa and Japanese shipping 1n Bds .
" jacent waters.

48K Force is evidently being followed by Japanese planes as
. geveral unidentitied aireraft were reported in the area, :

- for the second phase of our operation. Today we have Been’ fuel- o |

and 250 miles from Luzon,  Our boldness in brlnging tankers 1ntb
.such an areas must be galling to the Japanese. The Japs are meking -

-Formﬂsa and 250 mllea fram the China coast.

umi%%.'f

548,

-
s,

6-3 U.5.8. MASSACHUSETTS = 60/t )
! | | WAR DLARY
%o 260°(T), speed reduced to 12 ¥nots. 'Formation axis is 0800(T}.

U.S.S. LAWS came alongside to fuel at 0759. Completed fueling USS
LAWS at 0915, having discharged 74,530 gallons fuel 6il. Launched‘ e

 DECLAGTIFED -+

HEALY alongside to fuel at 1000; operation completed at 1106, USB R
HEALY having recelved 79,030 gallons fuel oil. U.S.3, COGSWELL . o W% | .
alongside at 1429 to transfer U. S, and official mall. A% 1453 ’ "y

Fueling completed at 1505, this. ‘ghip having recelved 858, 041 gal- !
lons of fuel oil. - .
Fueling operatlons completed At 1818 inereased speed to 24
kniots and at 1900 changed flest course to 3209(T).: In accordance
with ComFirstCarTaskForPac Operation Order 1l-4k4, began approach
to position from whieh Alr Strikes are to be launched against in- -

- Bhood to Alr Attaok Stations ‘at 1830, seeured gt 191z2. The

At 1400 the Captain addressed the crew over the Publlc
Address Systen a&s follows: '
Mrhiyg is- the Captain spesking. Tonlght‘we start the. runpln

ing in waters that a few weeks ago were strongly held by thg
eneny. We are 4,00 miles from Okingwa, 400 miles.from Formosa,

strong efforts to keep track of us, but not to attack us. They
tracked us during last night and today they have had us under ob-
servation. Two of the iracking planes were shot down. The Jap-
anese are very anxicus to know where we are going next. We are
trying to prevent them from discovering. During the day we have
been . heading towards the Philippines, and two task groups made a
fighter sweep over northern Luzon, with fairly good reswlts. At
dark tonight we will ve heading toward Luzon at 24 knots. As
scon as 1t is completely dark, we will change course 900 right
for our new ¢bjective = Formoga. As everyone knows, Formosa is
one of the strongest Jap positions outside. the home islends. It
is our purpose to wgrk over this strongly held position for two
days, and then to retire for fueling.

" 1 anticipate that we wlll be discovered. during the nlght and
tracked. It appears too much to expect that we can surprise
Formosa tomorrow. However, we can deal with whatever the enemy
chooses to send against us.

Our position tomorrowfmorning wlll be about lOO miles from

- 128 -
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| 12 OCTOBER 19k | |
0800 Pogition 1200 Position 2000 Position #

220342 N © 220-47.3' N  220-50,0' ¥
1229-29, h' L 1220-57.5' B 0 1230-09.3' E €Y
. Approaching strike position, abént512°—20' N, 12294h0' B, - ‘?HE'

from which point the carriers will launch air strikessagainst
airfields, shore installations and industrial targets én the !
islend of Formosa. Stood to Genersl Quarters Stations. for dawn - O
alert at 0554. Several umidentified planes were reported closing Hl
" the Task Group, and at 0545 varilous ships commenced firing upon _ 5
enemy sircraft. Firing continued intermittently until dewn, but _
the enemy did not press the attack. At sunrise our carriers he-
gan launching fighter sweeps end air strikes which continued [
_throughout the day. ZEnemy planes were reported in. the vieinity !
"¢t the formetion from timé to time during the day, but none came - .
¢lose enough to be fired upon by our surface craft. However, B :
our -Combat Alr Patrol destroyed several enemy planes refore
they eould close the Task Group. . _ _
- At sunset stood to Air Aftack Stations, A group of enemy .
‘planes was reported 01031ng the Task Force. Task Group 38,2 .
_opened fire and shot down thres enemy planes in flames withing
- the space of about five minutes. A few planes approached this
Tagk Group and several ships includinhg the MASSACHUSETTS opened
fire. The planes were driven off, but it is not thought that
. any were destrayed at this time. Various groups of plenes con-
tinued to close the Task Force and a number of flares were dropp-
ed by enemy planes. From timeé to time the other Task Groups were SR
. observed firing and at 2122 this ship commenced firing again with o
51 and machine gun batteries. Again the planes were driven off : -
without apparent damage to either plames or ships, All ships S
carried out emergency maneuvers ag:ordered by 0.T7.C. while enemy -
attacks were being mafle. In general however, a base course
which will take the force e shorti-distance northeastward for a
night retirement is being followed, Btrikes are to be continued
LOMOTTOW, ' o _

13 OCTOBER‘l9hh;

0800 Position © 1200 Position 2000 Position
22041, 4. "~ 2p0-59; 0-'”' C 220-39,9* N~ -
1220-30.6" & 1220-23.3'E 1220-10.8! E |

Gontinued cmergency maneuvering while repelling air attacks.
Secured from air attack stations at 0150. Stood to Air Attack
~ Btations at 0544 for dawn alert., '
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- against Pormosa. Throughout the day the Task Group maneuvered to

: .ahother_grqup.pf.enamy‘planes,attacked this Task Group, and sucoeeQJZI
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WAR DIARY | '

| At dawn the carriers launched planes for continued strikes

conform to flight operations. At 1825 stood to Air Attack Statiséns
for evening alert. 4 number of enemy planes were reported in the ¢ ¢
vicinity of the formation. Ships in Task Group 38.2 were observed’
firing at 1834, and an enemy plane was obgerved to crash in flames. !
At 1840 one of the fighters of our Combat Air Patrol shot down an

enemy plane dead ahead. This ship began firing at 1842. At 1845

0.7.C. reported that the U.5.5. CANBERRA & unit of Task Group 38.1
had been torpedoed and was Gead in the water, with her wengine rooms .
flooded., The U.S.S5. WICHITA was detailed to take the damaged vessel
in tow. CruDivl3 wes detached from Task Group 38.3 and ordered to

DEGLASTIFTD 7 +

Mﬂmy

-548)/

join Task Group 38.2 to replace CruDiv 14 which was standing by with ,,"

the U.S.S. CANBERRA. DegDiv 100 was ordered to -accompany CruDiv 13.
At 1948 after all firing had cessed, speed was decreased from 24 '
knots to 20 knots, At 2117 secured Trom Alr Attack and get Condition
II.
" No more strikes were scheduled by GomPirstCarTaskForPac Opera--
tion Order ll-4k4, but in view of the damage sustained by the USS

| CANBERRA ComThirdF¥leet ordered strong fighter sweeps lauhched

cagainst airfields on Formosa the following morhing to afford more
protection to the damaged eruiser amd her escorts. :
All groups retired eastward a short distance during the night
to return in time to be inposition to launch fighters at dawn,

| o 14 OCTCBER 1944
0800, Position 1200 Position 2000 Position

- 220-53 81 | '23°-21.4' N ‘ 220.15.2' N

- 1220-56.9¢ E - 123%-32,2' E ' 1250-05 g8t &

"Bteaming in vicintly of strike position prior to launchlng
fighter sweeps over Formosa alrfields.

- Stood to Alr Attack Stations at 0544, secured at 0848, Fight-
er sweeps continued through the morning, as heavy ships of the . :
Task Group fueled destroyers. This ship fueled the U.S.S, COTTEN,
LONGSHAW, GATLING and HEALY. During the morning, 0.T.C. reported
that the U 3.5. HOUSTON which had been protecting the U, Q.S.
CANBERRA had been torpedoed by & Japanese plane.

_ At 1135 after morning fighter gweeps had been completed, Task
Groups 38.2 and 38.3 changed course to 1359(7T), incréased speed to
24 knotg, and began retlring to a fuelirg rendezvous with units of
Task Group 30.8 at approximately 189-30'N, 128°-00'E, Task Group
38.1 remsined in the vicinity of Task Group 30.5 to afford pro-
tection from further enemy air attacks, .

‘During mid-afternoon, a amall group of enemy aircraft attack- '
ed the Tagk Groups butb were repulgsed by our Combat Alr Patrol and
anti~aireraft fire without having inflicted any damage. A&t dusk
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'ed in breaking into the formatlon.- Ona'enemy torpedo plane, a-
nJi11" after launching a torpedo at the U.S5.5. LANGLEY in an

"'_unsuecesSful attack, approached this ghip, The plane was taken ; o
. under fire and was shot down in flames & short distance off our =

starboard bow.  Shortly therafter another plane of the same
type approached this ghip from the starboard guarter., It, too
was shot down in flames by our machine gun battery. During the
ettack an enemy plane crashed into the fantail of the U.S.8,
RENO, cauging few casualties smd minor demage., All attacks had
ceased by 1830, although enemy planes remainad in the vicinlty
of the fomation untll mid-night, _

15 OCTOBER 1944

0800 Posifion - 1200 Position . 2000 Position
180-48.1' N . 189-05.3' N 1%z

*..1280—1a T*E 1280-56.3t' E° . 130°-06, 3"

. Steaming as before, enroute to fueling rendezvous with Task
Group 38.3 on course 135%(F) at 2 knots. 0522 Stood to General
Quarters. 1111 Alongside U.S.8, KASKASKIA, one eof eight tankers
. of Task Group 30.8. Received dispatch from Commander Task -Group
38.3 about 1600 cancelliing a strike against Luzon scheduled for
tomorrow and ordering preparations made for a long range search
and attack on Japanese fleet. Changed course to northward and

- began searches for Japanege fleet. _

16 OCTOBER l9hh

0800 Positfon - . 1200 Fosition 2000 Position
220-13,.87 N | 220—23.5'iN S 220-23.1' N
127°-52.9' E . 1270-59.0¢  1289-17.2' B

: Gontinuing search for enemy rleet At 0525 stood to Gen-
- éral Quarters Stations for dawn alert. At 0700 the carriers 1aunch—
ed a series of searches to northward, extending to 225 miles. Re~
sults of thegse searches were negatlve. The Task Group was kept
south of 230-00' N, At 1018 our lookouts reported a Japapese
- medium bomber, a. "Nell" on the horizon. One of the destroyers
Oon our . screen opened fire, but failed to -hit the plane which
immediately began opening range.

- - An afternoon search was launched and at about 1600 a
message wag recelved from Task Group Commander 38 stating that
one -.of our planes had contacted an enemy force of some size.
AEPlifying reports placed the fores at 26°-27' N, 1300-28! E
‘and: indicated that it probably consisted of one {1) ev, two (2) -
BBg, one (1) CA, two (2} CLs and eight (8) DDs on a courge of
2506(T) at an estimated speed of 15 knots., Inasmuch as the

force was too far away to reach W1th an attack ComTask Force jkﬂ/gf;

.
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38 ordered the INDEPENDENCE to launch a night search and strike
' During the afternoon the U.S.S. DORTCH came alongside to _
transfer one of her men for medical treatment. Stood to Air £
Attack Stations af 1802 for dusk alert. ' ' -

. The night seawrch of the INDEFENDENCE planes was negative
‘the enemy Task Forece evidently having retired to the northward..
Commander Third Fleet ordered the Tagsk Force to prOceed to a | T
fueling rendezvous at 21°-00' N, 127°-00' E. . ) S
' At 1720 the Captain addressed the crew over the Public -
Address System as follows: g

© ° "™TPhis iIs the Captain speaggng. My purpose this afternoon,
-is to-bring you up to date on our prospective operationa.

' Admiral ralsey has made & change in plans for: our Task
Force. - This change has been brought about by ths- eneny's re-
actionio our sustained strikes on Formosa, or rather it has

" been brought about by the enemy's opinion of the effectlveness
-0f his counter-~attacks upon us. -
. .....You all are eware of the statements of damage to us which
have been broadcast from Tokyo. Admiral Halgey has reason to
- pelievé that thé enemy really thinks he has defeated us and may
-’eome out teo try to mop up the remainder. Let's hope they de. _ i
We are prepared.
.. T have heard it asked how Admiral Halsey gets his Informe-
. tion. I%.should be remembered that he is in radio communi cation
with Admiral Nimitz, General MacArthur, and General Stilwell, all
- of whom have had time to establish the means of gaining intell-
igence of the enemy. Also, it must be remembered we have many -
submarines ¥n the Prowl 1n this area. He, also, has the reports -
of their contacts.
The enemy apparently belleves that he has sunk flftybthree
{53) of our ships, including seventeen (17) carriers; As-we all
know, that is all the carriers we brought slong. Contrary te
the enemy's claim, our damage has been astonlshlngly light in
- view of the counter-attacks upon us. Two cruisers have been tor-
pedoed, and are being towed out of the battle area. They are
escorted by cruisers , destroyers and a carrier. It will be
surprising if these ecruisers and their escorts 4o not suffer
additional damage during their retirement, They have fought off
all attacks ror two days. In the meantime our striking ‘powsr is
undiminished. - All the carriers and all the battleships are un- -
damaged, . o)
‘The lightness of our damage is the result of the overpawering C
superiority of our fighter. planes and the alertness.and skill of N ‘
the anti-aircraft gunnérs., To our own gunners I expross the ad-
miration of the whele ship's company for their demomstration of
how the watch should handle a torpedo plane attack,

. In accordance with the original operation plan, T&sk\ﬁorce

38 would have made attacks upon the Phillipines for the next two
T three days. That task must wait, but other operations under
“the-original plan will continue. ©Our diversion will have no

effact upon the scheduled landlng, when it is due, except p0331bly'/143
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to del&y it & few days. [

~  Last night, after fueling, instead of mOV1ng toward the
Phillippines, we moyed north. ife are now 250 miles south of
Okinawa and 40O miles east of formosa, The damaged. ecruiserg and
their escorts are gouthwest of ug; therefore, it is apparent that
Admirel Halsey has moved Task Force 38 to a posltion where he can
make a flank attack upon any enemy surface foree leaving Japan to
attack that group. This morning the.carriers launched a 1ong-range
search to the northwestward, reaching to the Okinawas.. Nothing RN
-wasifound except a few. planes. ThlS afternoon they are searehing
again.
- It ig- apparenm that Task Forece 38 is ‘committed to & peried of .
maneuver which will last until the situation clarifies. In such

a periéd ‘& heavy bupden falls opon the fleet commanders. For ‘the -
rest of us it is & perlod of sugpense until contact is mede or the
gearch is absndoned. This period properly should be devoted o
whatever relaxation ls possible, in preparation for the trial of

_ .wbattle which may cone, whether it pe wir attack, surface action, or.
' both.

S | 17 OCOTOBER 1944

0800 Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Position
219-03.7' § © 210.19.9' N B 200-09,1' §

'126°-59.4' E . 1279-17.,1' B ~ 1280-04.5' E

: Steaming toward fueling area at 210-00‘ N 1270-00' E, Stood

to General Quarters Statlons for dawn alert at 0526. buring morn-
ing fueled U.S.S. IRWIN, GATLING, LONGSHAW and COTTEN._ U.3,S.
PRESTON: alongside with breicial Nail dt 1416, At 1435 U.S.8.
. PORTERFIELD reported passzng a floating mineé, and upon instruct-
ions from O0.7.C. sank the mine with gunfire, After dark came to _
bage gourse 2000(T) and proceeded toward a fueling area located |
at appr0x1mately 180-00" N, 1300-00' E.

18 OGTOBER 1944

0800 Bosition 11200 Position 2000 Position f

180-04.5' N 189-02.1°7 N o “ 179-29.71 N
1230-a? 3' B 11299-31.0" E . 1280-32.3' E

: Steaming with Task Group 18,3 in strategie suppert of yhll-
‘ippine Operations emroute to foeling area at 180~00' N, 1309~

00 E. 0621 Sunrise; maneuvering to take fueling stations. Eight
{8) tankers of Task Unit 30.8.8 present. ' 0656 Alongside U,8.S,

' FASKASKIA on course 060%(T) at 10 knots. Received 37,553 galloms
fuel. o0il, andleft the tanker at.0917. 1002 ©.S. S.;GAPERTON along~ o
side for stores. 1013 Gatapultea two planes for anti-submarlne - /(5?' ;

5! - o F - 133 -
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?on Northern Visayas from pogition off the north coast of Samar

.carriers. At 0905 the lookouts sighted land, part of the Visayas,

00t B by dawn tomorrow..-
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_ﬁétfoll recovered gt 1225. 1342 Changed axis to 135°{T) ‘ Steamr

ing 6n course 255¢{T) at speed 17 knots, during afternoon and eve~
ring. . _ _

19 OCTOBER 1944

0800 Position = 1200 Position L zoeo P031t1en ':L"LE
169-54.2' N - 179-12.2' N | 160-46,71 N i
1270-14.9' E- 1260-37+2' E 1270-06.5" E |

Steaming with Task Group 38.3 in strategic support of the '
Philippine Uperatioms, Operating in vieinity of 170-00'N; 1279
O0'E, Mﬁneuverad as required by routlne flight operations during

tha day.

o - a0 0C TOBER 9 |
0800 Position 1200 Position | | 2000 Position -
. 169-33,17 § * 150-18,9" N= S 3s0.3y, 0*"
1270—13 51 E g - 1R609-51.1' S 1250_.25 9'!

: Stemming as before in vieinity of 170-00'N 127°-OO'E approxA- L
imately 400 miles east of Manila, Task Group ordered to rendezvous

with Group 38.2 at 159-00'N; 1270~00'E at noon in view of reported
- Japsnege movements south of the Philippines. Proeceeded on course

1880(T) at 25 knots. At 1200 Tagk Groups 38.2 and 38.3 formed Dis-
position sxis 030°(T), 38.3 guide of force; in formation 5R,
axls 0200 , course 270°(T), speed 17 knots. At 1730 groceeding
on course. 210°{TJ toward San Bernardino Strait area to condaat
strikes. _

21 OGTDBERllQAL o | R |
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position

130-22,8' N . 14%-01.4' N N 149-25.0" N
1250-00.51 & . . 12500A0.70 & - ¢ 127°-00.0' E

Steaﬁlng as before. At 0550 commenced leunching air strikes

Island. 8tood to. General Qnarters Stations st 0530 for dawn alert;'
secured at. 0630, Meneuvered as reguired by flight: operations of

at 2600(T), At 0941 the lookouts reported a “Betty" ‘on the horizon
&t 2359(T), bat the plane imediately faded from view. This was
the only 1stance in which an enemy plane was sighted during the day.
After noon, the. course was, in general, easterly in order to take © .-
the Task . Group to a fueling area at appr011mately 15°- 00' H 1300— o

' i
- - 13u -
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_ ) 22 OCTOBER 194k
0800 Position . 1200 Position 2000 Position

Wo-31i5' N uSAnT'N . 12011 T
1290"‘56 l' E . o 1300-20,4' E . - 1290_53 ot B

Steaming as before, enroute.to fueling area at. 15°-OO'H'
" 130°~00'E, Sighted nine tankers of Task Group 30.8 at dawn,
At 0704 alongside U.S.S., KENNELAGC, received 242,298 gallons
fuel oil, made miscellanedus trensfers of stores snd personnel |
snd 1eft the side at 0825. On.completion of operations, .the -
Task Group formed up as before, course 2709(T), ‘speed 17 knots.
geetroyere delivering U.S. Mell and Guard Mail to the Task
TOUD .,

e 23 OCTOBER 1944 E R
0800 Pogition 1200 Position 2000 Position
149-02.2' ¥ 1,9-06.0' ¥ Jyo-e2.1 N
1300-03:1* E | 1280-54.3' B - 260-51.91 B

: Steaming frem,fuellng area on route to° Operating area at ;
'13%9-55' N; 1300-15' B, Arrived at rendezvous point at 0600;
'joined Poslc. Groups' 38,1 and 38.4. At 0601 U.S.8. WASHINGTON,

U.8,.8. ALABAMA: and Desdiv 100 were detached from Task Greup
38,3 and joined Task Group 38.4, as directed by dispatch orders
of ComThird Fleet. ComBatDiy 9 (Rear Adpirel Hanson) in U.8.S,
SOUTH DAKOTA assumed tacticel commsnd of Task Unit 38.3.2.

. Tagk Group 38.3 operated in the vicinity of the ébeve
mentioned area throgghout ‘the da¥ maintaining a 300 mile learch

in the area from 28 lT) to 3500(T
S "éa ecemmﬁal944 _ | | |
.'esee_Pbgition‘_ . 1200 Positfon | 2000_Pesi£ien
| 15922, 9" n" 150.36.20 ¥ Lsedsonx
1230-11,5' E. 1230-48.9' B 1240-17.4' E

: Cruising in waters east of Luzon, ‘while furnishing air
support for the Philippines Operations. .

. Shorily after midnight several unldentifled alrcraft were
detected at a range of abeut 50 miles. These planes did not
-elose the formatlion, however, and the contact wasg lost. At
_0528‘unidentif1ed planes were again detected, at about 27 miles,
closing the fommation. ~All -hands stood to &ir Attack Stations
at 0538, Night flghters intercepted the enemy planes, ani none
'-elesed to gun range. Secured from Alr Attack at 06h7.
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- "Puring the early morning a dispaten from ComTask Grou 38 2
reported ean enemy force af thirteen destroyers {13}, four ?h
battleships and eight {8) heavy cruisers between Mindoro and
Tobigs Islands in the Central Phillipines, Amplifying reports
indicated that the force was divided into two groups, and might
contain seven battleships istesd of the four indicated earlier.

- The ESSEX and LEXINGTON launched heavy strikes agalnst '
these ships early in the morning,

Meanwhile, cur own force was under attack by enemy alrcraft
congisting principally of dive bombers identified ag«"Judys®.

. At 0755, after a large group of enemy aircraft had been reported
.~ ¢leosing the formation, all hands maenned Air Attack Statioms. This

‘rald was intercepted by our Combat Aipr Patrol and &id not close
the. formation. However, at 0837 the Combat Alr Patrol reporited a
group of approximately 3¢ enemy planes closing the Task Group,
~and at 0837 various ships began Tiring at a "Judy" which had drop-
~ ped a bomb close to the U.S.S. HEALY.- All ships were executing
.. efiérgency maneuvers as directed by ©.T.C. At 0900 a *Judy" was

- shot down in flamwes about 12,000 yards ahead of the formation by
cne of our fighters. The LARGLEY and PRINCETON recovered air-
eraft and at 0939, immediately after the PRINCETON finished re-
coverlng planes, an enemy plane dropped a bomb which struck the
after portion of the PRINCETON'S flight aeck and penetrated Lo’
the hangar deck, starting a large fire. O0.T.C. ordered speed de-
creased from 24 knots to 18 knots so the PRINCETON might main-
tain station. Several large explogions occurred aboard the
- PRINCETON, however, spreading the fire considerably. Fhe PRINCE-
PON changed course and began to leave the formation and the =
BIRMINGHAM, RENO, CAS3IN YOUNG, GATLING and IRWIN were detacheﬁ
- to stand by ang a551st the damaged ship. _

' At 1017 enother "Judy" was sighted within the- ﬂermation,
being pursusd by one of the Combat Air Patrol. Just &s--the "Judy"
approached the LANGLEY our fighber opened fire, setting the "Judy®
‘afire. It continved on it's course and dropped it's bomd which
wag a near migs on the LANGLEY'S port quarter., Tie enemy plane
then crashed in flemes between.the LANGLEY and the ESSEX.

At 1033, the U.3.S5. MORRISON was ordered to ‘agsist the USS
PRINCETON, which was béing abandonsd.

- At 1300 enemy planes again closed the formation and various
ships began firing. ‘A bomb was dropped cloge to the U.S.S, '
LELINGTON but apparently 4did no-damage., Again at 1510 shemy planes
ettacked the formation but were driven off without inflicting any
demage. About 1630 our. search planes reported sighting an enemy .
force of battleships, carriers, cruisers and destroyérs on a south-
erly course approximately 100 mileg to the north of our force.

At 1658 0.T.C. stated by redio that because of the extengive
“demage suffered by the U.38.S. PRINCETON, and because of the gen-
‘eral situation, ComTask Force 38 hed ordered that the ship be sunk
by our own forees. This order subsequently was carried out. _Dur-

_1ng operations 1nvolving removal of FRINGETOH'S personnel and” &am-_j__

C- 136 _;-'
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age eontroloperatlons, ‘the U 5.3, BIRMINGHAM was damaged by an
explosion aeboard the U.8.S., FRINCETON. - The U.S.S. MDRRISON was
also damaged while &longside the U.S8.S. PRINCETON. ' :

Task Groups 38.2, 38.3 and 38,4 rendezvoused at midnight and
‘steamed. north to strike the. enemy force.

- Previously, the U.3.3. BIRMINGHAM, MORRISCN, IRWIN and
GATLING had left the formation ehroute to Ulithi because of the "ho
demage done by explosions aboard the U.8.8. PRINCETON. _ a
: Preliminary reports indicated that our planes had done ex- ' a

- tensive damage to units of the Jap force in watexrs east of Mind-
oro Island.
After dusk get Condition I—E&sy for the night.

25 OCTOBER 19LkL

0800 Pogition 1200 Position , 2000 Posgition
f”“'i6°*52-8' N 1170_52.01 N ' \: S 1502311 N |
- 1269-02.8' B  126°-03. 9' B - 126°-03.0°

Steaming northward in search of the enemy fleet in company
with Tesk Groups 38.2 and 38.4. At 0150, night fighters from
"TPask Group 38.4 intercepted and shot down one "Mavig" about LO
miles from the formation., At 0225 search planes. coantacted two
groups of enemy ships about 80 miles to the north. At 0240, on
orders of Commander Third Fleet, ComTask Force 38 detached Task
¥orce 3, which eleared the Carrier Groupg ahead and formed up
in Cruising Disposition LN or MASSACHUSEDTTS guide, as follows:

BATTLELINE_L}L 1) {Vice Admiral Lee, ComTask Foroe 3h and .

] C.P.G¢, 34.1) .
atDlv Z - (Rear ‘Admiral Badgar)
g Towa {(F)

NEW JERSEY {FFF)-

-BatDiv 8 = (Rear Admiral Davis)
T MASSAGHUSETTS {F)
5 '?ASHINGTON (FF} y
BatDiv g - (Rear Admiral Hanson
' SO0UTH DAKOTA (F)
' _ .%LABAMA 5 ' )
- Crubiv 13 ~ (Rear Admiral u Bose
- SANTA FE
o -MOBILE
CruDiv 1 ~(Rear. Admiral Whiting)
T "f - VINGENNES
MIAMI - -
BILOXI
NEW CRLEAT

WIGHITA
Desron 50 52 :

- : ’

R A
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'Tl_Fleet. Task Groups 38.3 and 38, 4 continued attacks on the crippled
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Authoilly
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The situatlon now being clear, secured from.Condltion InEasy
at 0335 for breakfast. Heturned to battle stations at 0518. Cruis-
ing disposition i Sugar formed at 0552. At 0640 the first strike i
‘of Task Force 38 planes passed over head enroute to attack the T g
enemy fleet. Crulsing disposition 4 Victor formed at 0603. Later
contact reports place the enemy force northeast of our fleet, B )
approximately one hundred and sixty-five {(165) miles. T

- At 1112 ‘the U.S8.S, SANTA FE reported sighting a. rloating mine, _

. The -U.S.S. CAPERTON was instructed to destroy the nine, While re- - 1
“ports from our planes indicated thai severe damage had'been inflict- .

" ‘ed upon the portion of the Japanese Flest to the north of us, other -
reports from Commander Seventh Fleet revealed that s considerable o
torce of enemy ships had passed through San Berasrdino Straits dur- o

- ing the night eand was attacking Seventh Fleet Forces in waters east. o

‘of Samer Islend. Hence, upon orders of ComThird Fleet, at 1114 all
units except Batdiv 7, & and 9, DesRon 52 anhd the U.S. 3. BILOXI, -
. MOBILE and VINCENNES were detached from Task Force 34 and rejoined
. khelr own groups of Task Korce 38. These ships then joined Tasgk 1
‘Group 38 2 whiech then proceeded south to the aid of the Seventh’ .

”ﬁjJapanese force to the norih.

ﬂ Secured from Genersl Quarters -at 1210, battleshlps began fuel- ;
1ng the destroyers of our screer, ‘this shlp fuellng the U.S.S. o
UHLHAN and U.S.8. THE SULLIVANS. o

- Dispatches 1ndicated that the Japanese force off Samar was o
retiring toward San Bernardino Stralts after being damaged by units i
- of the Seventh Fleet and by planes from Task Group 38.1. It being |
- doubtful whether Task Group 38.2.c0uld arrive in time to intercept - S
-the enemy force befeore it passed through the straits, ComThird . T
-Fleet, at 1620, formed Special Task Group 34.5, consisting of BatDiv
7y CruDiv 14 and DesRon 52, and steamed gouth at 28 knots, abttempt-
ing to.cateh the enemy. Remalning.shlps in Task Group 38,2 formed -
eruising disposition 5 Vietor 5 at 10625. At 1645 speed was reduced
. t0. 23 knots, at 1812 to 18 knots for aireraft recovery. Speed. ind-
"~ ereased to 23 knots at 1823, : '
' At 1825 U.8.S. INDEPENDENCE escorted. by U.5.5. CUSHING and.
TWINING left the formation to launch long range search and attack,
Speéd was reduced to 21 knots at 1952 and to 17 knots at g
2310. At 2316 fleet course changed to 190°(T) Strikes will be. . Y
' launched agalnst the enemy at dawn. , : .

.26 QCTOBER 19&4

| 0800 Position ' 1200 Position 2000 Position )
| 130-59.3° N o 130-55.11 N 139-00,7' N
125° -30.2" B .- 126%-06. b B - . A260-17.1' B

Steamlng Wlth Task Group 38.2 enroute "to rendezvous w1th e
' -Task Group 38.1 and strike position off San Bernardino Strait (Lat.,

14,0N: Long. 1259E.) - At 0500 joined and commenced maneuvering for /{_”f_
: strlke pogltion. ﬁt 0523 stood to General Quarters Statlons for R At

....138-

[
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WAR DIARY
dawn alert Gari'-i_e_-rs c‘oxlnmend'eé. launehing planes at dawn for
strike on Jap force fournd at 0800 to be ten milez west of North-
west tip of Panay. JForce consisted of four (4) BBs, three (3)

- CAs, three (3) CLs, ten (10) DBs, on course gsouth at 15 knots. <
‘Several units belived considerably damged. Btrikes continued aill ™

during daylight. At 1406 Lt. G.A. ROBINSON was catapulted in

plane No. 09665 and accompanied WASHINGION plenes on rescue xnisssiorsaﬂm_"~E
"to Buriag Island. After an unsucessful search 6f Burias Padss,

rission returned. Hoisted plane aboard at 1808. After strikes
had all returned, Task Groups 38.1 and 38:2 steadied bn course

U.8.9. MASSACHUSETTS o - 60/ff

o
3

 mECLARSRED T T

0909(T) at 1900 at 16 knots. Received orders from Commander Third
Fleet_for thé two groups to prpceed to fueling area at spproximate-

1y 130~ 30' N; 1290-00' E, to fuel at 0700 27 October 194,

- 27 OCTOBER 194k

0860 Position _ - 1200 Position - =2000'Pogition
313%00.0' N . 12%48.0' W  12046.7' X
1290~08.1' B 1299-49.2' E I 1290-39.7' B

At 0700 reﬁdezvoused in centef df fueliﬁg area at epprox-

. imetely 150-30' N, 1290-00' E, with nine tankers and CVEs and

escorts of Task Unlts 30.8.1, 30.8.3 and 30.8,6, and with Task

- Group 34.5 (BatDiv 7, CruDiv 14 and Desron 52). Four A0s re-
Eorted to Task Group 38.1 and five AOs to Task Group 38.2. Task

roup 38.2 abt present is constituted as follows:

INTREPID (¥F) CABOT
' ?ANCOCK %NDEPENDENUE
-Batbiv 7 (Rear Admiral Badger
IowA .(T)

NEW JERSEY (FFF)

BatDiv 8 '(Rear Admiral Davis

T MASSACHUSETTS (F)

- WASHINGTON (¥F)

BatDiv 9 {Rear Admiral Hanson)

T Soum DAKOTA (FY
ALABANA '

CruDiv li4{Rear Admiral Whltlng)

"’“"“"‘"vmcms (F)
MIAMT

BILOXT o : g
! Desrons 52 53 - S S o ' ,[

1
LR

Formed cruisng ‘digposition 5 TRogert modlfied for fueling.~--'

'U;S 8. NEOSHO is guide., Unite not fueling zig-zag independently

within a thousand yards of étation;- Fleet speed 12 knots, fuel -

ing course is southeasterly. '
: At 1050 went alongside U.S. S. PATUXENT to fuel. Operation |

u-kﬂémpleted at 1333, thls ship having recelved 13,372 barrels fual
oil .

e
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= WAR DIARY

Upon completion of fuellng, formed cruisng dlspositlon 5

- Roger 5, fleet axis. 1200(T), base course 0909(T); speed 22 knots.

U.5.S.. OWENS slongside to transfer Official Mail at 1612.
At 2000 decreased speed to 15 knots. '

28 LQOCTOBER 1944

' U.8.8S. MASSACHUSEITS | 60/t

0800 Position 1200 Position " 2000 Position
130-27.7' N  130-17.81 N - " Y2052, "?"
1280*50 9t E : 1290 38 2' E - 131°~53 8! E

Steaming in company with Task Group 38.2 enrcute to rendez—

‘vous with Tesk Group 38.3. At 0650 U.S.8, ALABAMA, WASHINGTON,
 MASSACHUSETTS, LEWIS HANCOCK, HICKOX and MARSHALL left Task Group

38.2 and joined Task Group- 38 3, pursuant to radio instructions

. of Commander Task Force 38, Tormation axis 080°(T); fleet course
“16®°(T), speed 19 knots. Task Group 38.3 is proceedlng to Ulithi -
_ Atoll in compliance with orders of Gommander Task Force 38.

Task Group 38.3 now includes: U.3.8. ESSEX, LEXINGTON,

o -I.ANGI.EY WASHINGTON, ALABAMA, MASSACHUSETTS, GruIJiv 13 less U S.S.
' BiﬁMINGHAM Desron 55, and U.8.S. LEWIS HANCOUK HICKOX and -
MARSHALL

.

'_29 OCTOBER 194k

11%45.10 N | 110324 N . 109-37,5' N
1350-07 3*'E S 1360“09 ST E R“l3?°'34 5'

Steaming as before enroute to Ulithi Atoll. Baae eourse
remains 1300(T). Conducted 5%/38 Cal. firing exercises in order -

to test fuses, Ammunition expended: 48 rouunds powder, Index 3591;: :

3 roundg powder, Index 3541; 48 rounds, Mark 32, ¥od, 40 fuses,

Changed eourse to 110°(T}; at 17 knots. Continued toward Ulithi
‘Atoll.

30 OCTOBER 191;)4.
Approachlng Ulithi Atoll in company with Task Group '38.3.

At 0&17 changed course to 090°(T). Stood to (General: Quarters Sta- = -
. tions at 0432 for dawn alert; secured at 0701l. Pig Islend sighted,,

at G515, bedring 3379(7), range 10 miles. HBntersd Mugai Ckannel .
at 0656, and at 0806 anchored in Berth #7, Urushi Anchorage, °
Ulithi Atoll Garolines Group. Set the Port War Wateh and began_
-fellowing Fort Routlne, as permitted by twelve hours notlce for
getting underway. O
. ATR #3k4 alongside to dellver U.S. and Officlal Mail, U. 8.8,

SGHUYLKILL along31de to part to’ fuel the ship. Recel?ed l?l 672' _f]g”

ZQ, ” ~ 140 -
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P barrels fupl ‘o011, 16 110 barrels diesel Oll from tanker.

. Following orders of ComSeron 10 in the U.S.S. FRATRIE (Ad-

| . ministrative SOPA) Condition IT Able was set in the Gumnery De--

L pariment €rom one hour prior to sunset to one hour aftér éunset.'
The same procedure will be followed at dawn.

: _ - Began provisioning ‘ship, r@@eiving stores and prov1sions

oo from lighter alongside. o T

e -U.8.5. PLYMOUTH VICTORY alongside 16 deliver ammunition. RN

L This ship received 600 roumds, 57/38 Cal., Mk. 32 Projectiles; i

500 rounds 5"/38 Cal. Fflashless powder, and 3200 rouns I OMM HEIT..

|

31 ocmBm 1944 o c o
o

1

: Anchored as before. Continuea receiving stores from LCTs

_ana 2ighters. Set Condition II ‘Able in the Guinery Department

- from an hour before dawn to an hour afher dewn. -At 0800 This - -

o 'ghip agsumed Radar Guard. Conducted flight operations for anti~ ]
_..submarine patrol duby. Continued with routine-treining and re- S

.:3¢ﬁr ion schedule for crew and with routine ﬂpkeep anﬂ repair

Gaptaln, u. S Havy,

commanding.
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U S S. MASSACHUSETTS

WAR DIARY
l NOVEMBER- 19%

' Auchored in Berth #7, Urushi Anchorage, Uli'bhi Atoll g Y
Caroline Group. -This ship is a unit of Task Group 38.3, whieh S
at present, 1ls organized as follows: ]

TASK Gﬁogg 38.2 (Rear Admiral SHERMHN comcarDiv 1) S
E3SES (¥). . o
“LEXINGTON (FF}) : T
'gATDIv'B'. %?im}wﬁdmi al visl ”
' = ear by DA
WASHDIGTON (ZE'F
- CR 13 (Rear Admiral DuBOSE)
SANTA FE (F)
MOBTLE o
- ° (less BIRMINGHAM)
DESRON 55 (plus LEWIS HANGOCK, HIcKox, and M&RSHAIL)

Vice Aﬁmiral M.A. HITSCHER, ComTaskFor Thlrtquight Com~
First CarThskarPac, present in. LEKINGTGN ,

Vice Admiral W’A LEE, ConTagkFor Thirty—Four, ComBatPac,
present in WASHINGTDN.m_““

- S U880 GHELEB is alongsiﬁe transferring provlsidﬁs to this \ %
ship. On ordeirs of ‘Administrative 80PA; Comgeron 10 in U.S.8. \\
PRATRIE, set Cordition 0% Reéadiness II1I in’ Guﬁnery‘nepartmant

from o6 honr before siirise to oue hour afiér sunrise. Ganduct-

- ¢4 flight operations for Anti-Submarine Patrol. Continued re-_'g
_ ceiving stores and provisions. .

Task Group 38,3 received orders from commhird Fleet - to

sortie at 1600 and procesd to Mants Islend for availebility bug
gt 1400 orders from CowBatPac directed ButDiv 8 (MASSACHUSETTS
{F) and ALABAMA) to remaltn 1A UIfthi, the MASSAGHUSETTS Lo res
port to ComTask Group 38,1 for temporary duty. At 2310, however,

& message from ComTask Force Thirty-Eight directed this ship, the

ALABANA” and the TICONDEROGA to preépare Yo sortle as soon ag
possibie. '.as_proup 38,3 1§ to have folir destroyers off

g ehtrance as sscortsy Preparations were made to gét underway

 Tollowing detail” orders fram comBatDiv 8, senior affncer of

a designated units. - _ _

|

S

, , ]

100504 2.:.1{9?@@3&1.1%4 1 35 ]

0800 Position . - 1200 Position o 2000 Position 5 ;- ;%

10oT0%1TE - 1002021 N 16 zs.5t n [/ 2
138°-A0 o' E 137°—gg 1' o 1350~46.0! E
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Upon dlrection of 0,.9.0., Rear Admiral DAVIS, ComBatDiv. 8 in U.8.8.: -
- 270%(7T), speed 18 kuets. Maneuvered as required by flight operations”

ia diaposition 5R. _ N _ ' - ﬂ

. ©  During-the rmoruing Joined Task Groups. 38.1. an& 3842, anmed

"being followed.

_control. "Upen erder of ComTask Fforée 38, Comlask Group 33.3 aesig-
-nated destroyers to eseort the damaged ship to. ﬁlithi

| fesea-raaisiqnl;' o 1200 Posision

: '159-32.@"':5- S 160-08.4Y n '. T 1sbusiorw
(1300-ZhTE L 1299-39.90 © O 126%-l.6r B

'airfields and fa¢ilities in Northerm Luzen. 'The U.3.S. -RENC and

- new statign 13 h138

o Aneherea as befere; makingéﬁféﬁérations-to get underway . Aﬁ
0218 underway- in- eﬁmp&ny'with*ﬂ.s 8. ALABAMA and TICONDEROGA. Passed :
entrance buoys-at 0316, ~PesDiv 110 screening just outsdide entrance, '

MASSAGHUSET?S, -crulsing dispesition 5 Roger was formed; fleet axls =

of earrier during the day, conforming: gener&lly to base-course- 2700 oy, <
{T). Speed increased to 20 kuots. A

.- At 2205 surface contaet bearing 279°(T), 53,000 yards repOrted.
Thought to be Task Group 38.3. At 2350 all. ahips in the formation i
were directed to jJoia- Taﬂk Greup 38. 3. Prooeeded to take atatian A

BwN@VEmBERwl9k#'

: 93@0 Positionff' C . 2200 Pogitien . o ,Q@QQ;PQSLtion

LoEewew o wtmew o aseann

Sbaaming 4n .GOMPaARY with Task. Group 38 enroute te renﬂezvous

_ with units- of Task Group 30.8 Tor fueling. @5@0 Jolned . tanker. group
8t 119-43'K, "1340-23'8, |Fueling conrsgi 293%{ ), fleet axis 1139(T),

speod 12 knets.' Zigenagded independently on staticn before and after
fueling., 0611 Aleagside 'U,3,8. NANTAKELA, begah réeeiving fuel. -
@poration eompleied at 0715, At 9911 changed fleet course -to 000°

" (T); inoreased spoed t¢- 2L knots, Formed cruising disposition 5

nger. Maneuvered as- neeeasawy to-- eonfeﬁﬁ - e&rrier flight apera- | _ f
tiohs. Conformed. generally -to.course- 300°(T).. .

fleet disposition: 5 Z-ray after eampletion of faellsg. A course
whish will take the- Task Granps 40 wate@ oagh- of ﬁorthemn Luzon is : I

~ A% T2325.-VU.8. S, REN@-reported ahe haa been terpe&eed or had
it a rlaating:mine. Sha subsequentiy reported logs-of stearing
eontrol; the- flooding of one engine reom end that she-had a-ten Lo
degree 1lisi- to starhoard,;but‘inaicatad that-the. situation was under -

‘b HWEMBER :I.%h

Enroute %o position to 1aun¢h air strikes against Japanese

her-escorts dropped oub of the formation shortly after midnight, S
and the stations of remaining ghips were readausted. This shipts . - -

- w3 -
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U.S.8, MASSACHUSETTS

- OEGIASSIFED T ]

Bnring bhe day earriers 1aunchad routine searoh patrcls, cambat.
air patrols and anti-gyubmarine patrols. ALl units were maneuvered
to conform-to  these f£iight operations. A% 0913 U.8. S. CALLAGH£N

Authoilty

At 0943, parsuant to radioed instructions of ComThird. Fleet 4
this ahlp and the U.8.S. ALABAMA, escorted by the U.S5.3. PRESTGN "and
CASSIN YGUHG left Task Group 38.3 and proceceded to join Task Group
38.1. ComBatDiv 8 Is in tactical commend of BatDiv 8 and escorts
Qduring the maneuver. At the same time, the U.S.8.0UTH EAKOTA and
escorts left Task Group 38.1 and jained Task Group 38.3. _ ,

. Task Group 38,1 is now organized ss follows:

Task Feree 38 {Vice Admiral Jo8. MeCAIN, 00mF1rstcarTaskFerPac)

Tas SYOu 3 1
- WﬁSP (FF) ' ' S o
HORRET. lF) ' _ - '
COWPERS .
MONTEREY
BatDiy 8 (Rear Admiral DAVIS) _ -
IR MASSACHUSETTS (F) . S

LOUISVILLE (F)
PORTLAND .

BOSTON - _ o
' DegRon 61 and 46 - _ e

camrask Foroce 38 presﬁnx in WASP,
- ComTagk Group 38,1, Rear Admiral EHNTGDMEBY preaent in HaRHET.

cruBiv g

: Exercised at ‘General Quarters for. arill durihg‘morning.; flh?
U.8.8. CHARRBPTTE alongside t¢ deliver mail.

. Began approaeh to strike position; on course 265°(T9, _Speed
22 kneta. .

E 5 mmma 194‘* e .
_esoe Position 1200 roaition . 2000 Pesition

gsesearm  Loeat® alaarE
- 123°-10,1! E - 1230-37.91 E o 1240-23.9" B

: Steamiug to strike peaitien at 150-30'N 1239—15'2 At 0#30
the U.S.8, BOYD reported a surface econtact. at 6,000 yards, and -
thre¢ minutes later opensd fire on what was possibly & surfased
' enemy submarine. The target suhmerged shortly after the BOYD
‘opened fire. The BOYD drepped depth charges in the area before
resuming station. Results of the attack are unknown. At 0540
land wag detected by radar bearing 3050{T), distance 95 miles.
A1) hapdg stoed to Air Abteck Stations at 0545 for dawn alert.

- At dawa our carriers, began launching fighter sweeps, which were
. followed shortly by air strikes. The greater proportion of the
Islané of Luzen is- under Air Attack by planes ef Task Foroe 38,

& o

_; 14& -
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- and apecifieally, thé Clark<¥ield, and Lacg-Apparri Areas, As

“the morning. In the early afternoon several unidentified aircraft
were reported, and at 1324 all hends stood to Adr Astack Stationg. e 3
 Vaite of Task Group 38,2 were observed firing at enemy aircraft.

U.8.8. HMSBACHUBETTB
- WAR BI&RY

The - sec-ers assigned to Task hroup 38 l inelude Narthern Luzon,

no enemy air opposition was evident in the vieinity of the Task

Force, seoured from-dawn alert on-time at 0645, Pk

Maneuvered to conform to carrier fiight operationa throughout

this. task group fermed sruising disposition 5 Vietor. At 1405
the U.S.3, LEXINGTON reported to the Commender of Task Group 38, 3
thet an ememy "sulef¥é" 4ive bomber hsd erashed into her signal

| bridge, dving some demage amd causing a number of easualties. The

ship was eble to maintain her position in the. formatien.’ At 1436
secured from Air Attack.
At 1820 stood to Ailr Attaek for dusk stand—to, sa&teﬁ at 20&9.
GomThird Fleet reported by dispateh that enemy submarines were

in- the area» At 2325 this ship picked up several enemy radio brems- .

missions believed to be snhmarines in the near vicinity by neans of

' .Radio DPirection Finder,

The force retired a short distance to the east during bhe night

‘bqb{steamed on course to bring it to strike position at dawm.

Condition One rasy {Afr Attack Stations was set ‘shortly before

mid.night.

| 6 NOVEMBER 1944 B
0800 Positlon 1200 Pogition ' 2000 Position -
150-55.9* § 160-12.8' § . 169-46.9" N
: 123°-l+7 3t E-" 1240-25, 6! E 1250-50 9'

Gontinuing air strikes on the Island of Lugon. & few un-

- jdentified planes were picked up by tradar prior to dawn, but none

clogsed to less than 50 miles. At dewn the carriers launched planes
for a second “‘day of strikes.againat targets in the Clark Fisld and

" Laog-Apparrl Areas. As no air opgosition developed in the vieinity

of the Task Forece, secured from 8ir attack at 0658. K% 0314,

" heowever, enemy planes were reported near the formatién and ail

hands stood to Alr Attack Statlons. No enemy planes attacked
Tagk Group 38.1, but Tesk Group 38.3 reported a few enemy planes
kad attacked units of that group unsuceessfully. Secured from
Air Attack at 0947,

Throughoub the day the Task Group meneuvered to cenrorm to
earrier flight operations, but the base course remained northeast-
erly. 1p the late afterncon, following the return of the last
strike, retirement tcward a fueling area ot L49=-35'N, 1290-10'E
was begun.,

‘Purstant to orders of CemThird Fleet the U.S.S. WASP and escorts -

left the formation to proceed to Guam., Rear Admiral Shermen, Gom-

Task @roup 38, 3, Gomﬂarﬁiv 1 assumed tactical-commend of Task ¥orce

1

1
5
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- U8, S.‘MASBAGHUSETTS

WAR DIARY
I 7 NGYEMBER l9hk L
800~gosition | 1200 Position | 2006ﬂ£qgition
159097 N | Lo43r w 156-11 31 N
1280-29 S5 E . 1290—10 9'; S -.130 =15 2'

Steaming to fueling rendez?ous w&th unlts of Task Group 30, 8
at. lko-Bs‘N, 1290-10*E, . Tagk: Gxoup 38.1 i8 in cruising disposition
5 Victor, base dourse 1000(T) formation axis O070C(T). At 0526 -

gbood to General Quarters Stationa for dewn alert; secured at: 0627..'

Maneuvered during tlie early morhing as necessary to. rendeéezvons with
fieling ‘group. At 1100 received the U.S8,3. BRUSH alongside to star-
board and at 1lli réceived U.S5.8. CHARRETTE alongside to port for
fueling; operation completed at 1234, “Just. as theé two destroyers

- were clearing the side a mat f8ll overbosrd on the port guarter,

The BRUSE end CHARRETIE were notiried immediately by voice radid
and the BRUSH succeeded imiretoverinhg the men; who was' unharméd._

At lBES'ﬁEﬁt along port s188 of U.8.8.- LAOKAEANNA Por fueling.
- Heavy geds. ¢auded severaliﬁterruytions, but the operation-was com-

pleted at 17053
During the efterndon ghdnges were made in the composition of

. Tedk Group 38.1 and 384, thé U.5.5. OAKLAND end NMONTEREY leaving
Task Group 38.1 and reporiing to Task Group 38.4 Ffor duty. Rear

Admiral OLDENDORF, ComCrubDiv 4 (ComTask Ualt 38.1.2 in LOUISVILLE}
also lef¥ the‘rormation and proceeded as ordered by ComTask Force
38.7 At predent U.B8.S. HORNET, YORKTOWN and COWPENS constitute the
carriers operating with Task Group 38.1, and the only crulsers
present are: U.S.8. BOSTON aid PORTLAND. Réar’ Admiral DA?IS (Gomr
BatDiv '8 in MASSACHUSEYTS besams C,T.U, 38;1,2.

Reports Tedelved condeining d typhoon, “the center of whieh is
believed to be dpproximately 300 mileg to- the south, are borne = -
out by increasingly heavy gead. Consequently GomThird Fleet dirsct-

‘ed that the tagk zroups’ procéed to & point @t epproximately 180-00'N,

1b0°-00'E in order o avoid the rough weather.
3 NOVEMBER 19hh

0800 Position B 1300 Position ' 2000 Position
. 15%10:2' N T 3159-47.9' N | 160-48,6' N
1320_12 5% B o 1320-2L.9* E . .. 133°-33. 9'

e b e wo

Steaming o northerly afig’ easterly codrses W avbid “the
typhoon to the south.  Sead’ remain‘hea?y and the’ barametgr_pontinues

‘to fall slowly. The wind ig froi 1109(T) at 30 knots.

- "The¢ U.8.S. CONNOR réported Sighting.a mihs about 500 yards off
her port bow at 1252, but after firing a few rounds in an attempt

' to sink the mine, she decided it was a buoy and left it undestroyed,

~ Carrlers conducted rautine patrol operations during the day.
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[1360-38 8'-

_ 1359-36 6* B

U.S.5. NASSACHUSETTS
Eéﬁ_azégz
9 NGVEMBER 19&4
1200 Pesitien
17%-35.1° N '3;?"-'-20' 7N
- 137°-i3051 B - 139°-43.91 B
S%eaming in eompany ‘with Task Groups 38 3 ané 38.4 enroute to

ares west smd gsouth of 18°~00'N; 1L0C-00'E,
"~ During the morring, Rear. Aﬁmiral MONTG

OSOO-Pogitibn

179-20.5¢ N

CamTask Group 38 i

- left the U.S.S. HORNET with his staff and hoisted his flag in the |

U.8.8. YORKTOWN, At 1120 U.S.85. MOORE reported sighting an object,
possibly a mine; about 7,000 yards from the formation center, and
sank the objeet by gun:ire..

2000 Pogition . &

Conformed to movements of carriers during routine flight opera-

tions, and in geneéral, operated im area referred to above pending

'__break in weather and further orders from CemThird Fleet.

10 NOVEMBER 19k4. .

1200 Position 2000 Position -
150-02,7' N 13%49.9" N
1350-03,2! E 1326-01,8" E

Operating in area south and west of 189-00' N; 140°-00' E,
At 0048 pursusnt. to radic orders of ComTask Ferce 38 all task
groups changed course to 220°(T) and &t 0L20 increased speed to
26 xnots. Began steaming toward strike position eff Cemiral
Prilippines. The typhoon has passed to the south and west of us,
and the barometer is rising, elthough the Sea remains heavy.
- At 0802 U.8.S. TAUSSIG begen firing at an object that was
thought %0 be & mine but was later identified as & red buoy. The

0800, Péaition_ |
15%-52,91 ¥

- U,.8.S5. BURNS sank the buoy with gunfire.

Garriers conducted routine flight operations.
11 HDVEMBER 19&#

0800_Position 1200 Position

- 13%31,4' N
1270-01,5" z

20@0 Positien

120-37 3' X
1270-17.2% E

13%23.3' ¥
126°-05.1’ E.

Approaehing strike positien at approxlmately 13©-30'N; 1259

.'307 B. for air strikes against the Ormoc Bay and Visayan Sea Areas
~of.the Phillipine Islands.

Primary targets are Jepanese sirfields
and installations in these areas, with shipping targets being given
sécendary importance. :

| '-_temporarily at least, Japanese. air power in the Central Philippines.

Al]l hanéds stood to Alr Attack Stations for dewn slert at 0527,
seenring at 0627 as no “bogies" were reported, At dawan the earriera
] - _ :

: - 147 =
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‘and early afternscon, this ship fusling tha U.5.8. BURNS, BELL,

ComThird Fleet, Task Groups 38.1, 38.3 and 38,4 began approach to

1857,

BBB9/A12—1/ﬁléu3 .88, mﬁssabauszwws

WAR DI&EY

1aunehed a heavy fighter sweep whioh was followed in a short time
by the fipst strike.

- While the forcewas only. abeut one hundred miles off tha coast
of Samar Island the heavy ships fueled destroyers during the morning &

CONNER and CHARRETTE. :
. From time to itime during the morning Teports conceraing enemy - eeewy
aircraft in the vicinity were -received; but none appresched close LN
enocugh %o require the setting orf Qendition'I. At 1400, however, Air e
Attack was sounded and all hands stoed to battle stations, with the .
exception of the fueling detail which continued to fuel destroyers.
No attack developed, and at 1505, Alir Attack uasy was set. The ship
gecured from Air Attack at 1535, with the exception of the Anti-
aireraft battery and GCombat Information Center which remained on an
&1riagg?§¥ basis until 1800. At 1618 the formation axis was ratated
to 12 . -

At.1950 ¥U.8.8. SWEHSQH reported a sound. contac&, evaluated 75%

- The SWENSON ard the BLUE were orderad 4o remain in the vieinity of
“the contpet and refjoin the Task Group in the morning at the faelina
. area, at approximately 13°-30'N; 1299-00'E., Another sound contact
‘was reported by the ¥.s,S. MOORE at 2iLL, but ahe was unable to
_ davelap the contact. .

: 12 NOVEMBER 1944 o - §
0800 Position - 1200 Position 2000 Position

 13%15.9t N | 139-34.7% N 14,9-53.81 N ?
128 =57+.5' E 1280-21,6% E . 127°-10.6* E

 Steaming toward 13%-20'N, 1299-00'E for rendezvous with fuel- |
ing group., At 0522 atood to General Quarters stations for dawn |
alert; secured at 0622, At dawn rendezvoused with units of Task |

“Group 30.8, and at 0636 came to the fueling course, 306°%(T),.and re-

duced speed to 10 knots., Maneuvered independently on station while

waiting te fuel. Recelved the U.S.S. OOWELL slongside to part at

Géhé and transferred 73,030 gallens-of fuel oil %o her. — '
- Alongaide port side of U.8,.8. MONONGAEILA for fueling at 0925,

. During the operation, U.S.S. BLUE came alengside to port to deliver
©officisl mail, and the U,3.8. COTTEN came alongside port guarter to
‘deliver air freight., At 1310 finished fueling from,MBNONGAEILA,-

having received 21,082 barrels. - :
Upen campletion of fusling, pursuant to dispateh © ordérs of 3 i

strike position at 159-30'H, 1230-30'E, from where sir strikes are
to be launched at dawn tqmorrow againat taPgets in the Central and
Southern Luzon Areas, :
Stood to- air &ttack Stations at 1809 for duak slert; secured &t T

o

Foar S . _J
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BB59/A12-1/A16«-3 U.8.3. MASSACHUSETIS

WAR DIARY
o | |13 NOVEMBER 1944 |
| 0800 Position ' - 1200 Poaitionl | .'5-2000 Pogition -
N o N BRI 2
Bodie st 3 CoaseddE

: Approaching dawn atrike,positlon at 150-30' N 1239-~30" E. fromqg&ﬁ%ﬁk .
where carriers will lauach heavy sir strikes against shipping, air- 1
f1elds, end harbor installatioens in Central and Souther:luzon. At |
0548 stood to Alr Attack Stations for dawh alert; secured at 0650 with |
the exeeption of the Anti-aircraft batteries whieh remained at Air ]
Attack. At dawn the carrlers launched a fighter sweep which was foll- l

-owed by the first strike, At 0720 Genditien III was set in the Anti- i

aircraft batteries.,

- - 8trikes oontinued throughout the day,- all ghips manauvering to :

_ean:o:m to flight operatiomns of the earriers, During the early after- 1
" ‘moon an ememy plene was:ghot down by the Combat Alr Patrel about 15 - '
. ‘'miles from the formatien.. Other ememy plames were reported nearby
and at 1439 all hands stoed to Air Attack Statlions. Fermation 5 . i
Victor was formed on order of the Task Groud Commnander. The eneny P
Planes previously repérted did net close the task force. Secured .
from Alr Attack at 1525, with the exception of the Gumnery Depart-
ment, which remained in Condition One Easy - Alr Attack,

© In the late afternoon the foree began retiring toward 15°-30'H .

1250~30' E. for a midnight remdezvous with the U, S.S. WASP and escorta,'
as ordered by ComThird Fleet on 11 Nevamber 1944.

. | 14 Nevmmn 1942 |
0800 Position - _ 1goe Position B 2@00 Position

150-19.4* N o 150—21 29 N  150-22.6" N
1230-38.5* B - 123%-53. 9 E 1250-36.2! E

: Returning to strike positien to resume alr ettacks on enemy
shipping, air fields and harber installations in the Manila-Cavite ’
Area of Luzon., Task Force 38 is in fleet crulsing dispositien 3 o
William, fleet exis 1200(T). Fleet guide is Task Group 38,3 in ‘
- -station % Tagk Group 38,1 is .in cruking dispositien 5 Victor, ' '
axis 120°(T), ecurse 2650{T), speed 20 knots.
' Shortly after midnight, remdezvoused with ConmTask Force 38 J
Vice Admiral MeCAIN in U.S.,8. WASP, which joined Task Gremp 38.1.
Adniral McCATN assumed tHectical command of Task Fores 38, relieving
Bear Admiral SHERMAM, ComTask Group 38.3. Task Group 38.1 was deg=
ignated guide of the fleet disposition. ~ - - _
- A% 0548 stood to Alr Attack Stations for dewn alert; secured
at 0648, At dawn the carriers launched planes for continued gtrikes
at yesterdays targets. The carrier axis was rotated to 0800(T),
within the formation axis which remained 1209(T), as set out im
 Apnex Charlie to gonFirstCerTask¥orPa¢c Op-order.il=-Lk. :
' Cruising fermation 5 Boger at 0730. é?
» . S

-6-'. 1&9 -
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"was sef. Almost immediately the unidentirfied planes which had caus
" Attack with the exception of the Anti-aireraft batteriea, which set ;za;'-

U.S.S., SWENSOK elongside to reselve gunnery equipment.: .

- progeed to 110-50'N, 1320-10'E where, at 0700 tomorrow, & rendez-

'point. -
- 16 NOVENBER 1944 , | o
'asde Evsitioﬁ 1200 Positian | 12000 Position
11053, 9f'x' | 10020t N 120-52,2¢ N
- 132¢-05,0' 2 1329-43.6! E. - 133%-46.0t E

assumed formation gulde at 0617, Station units zig-zagged independ-
 destroyers, this ship fueling tke U.5.S, BOYD and SPENCE.

2.-9)

BB59/Al2 1/A16~3 9.8.8. massaéﬁﬁsETTs
74 S WAR DIARY

DECLASSIFID 7

: Btrikes continued during tha morning and until mid-afternoon.
Unidentified aireraft were reported from time to time but until

1125 none approached clese eacugh to be a threat o the force. At -
that time, however, Air Attack was sounded and Condition "Zedbrat =

the alert were found to be friendly, and at 1134 secured from Air

Condition Air Attack -~ Xasy. =B
"U.5.8, BRUSH aliongside at 1208 to transfer patiants. At 1631 Y

_ Following radio orders of ComThird ¥leet, the Task Grohp6began
retiring in the late afterncon on courses which will take them %o
59-30’ K, 1279-39' % at 0600 tamorrow morning.

15 NOVEMBER 194k

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
150-39.4° N - 15%02.7' N 139430 N
127947t B 1280-4109" E 1300-37.01 E

Precaeding as - direated by diapatoh of ComThird rleet dated '
11 November 1944 to 150-30'N, 1279~30'E. At 0533 stoed to General
Quarters Stations for dawn. alert' secured at 0633,
'~ Task Group 38.3, in acoordanee wlth instructions contained
in the dispatch referred to above, left at 0600 for Ulithi Atell,
by direct route. ‘rask Uroups 38.1 and 38.4 bhave been directed to

vous will be made. with Task Group 38.2 and with. units of Task
Group 30.7 for fueling. - ]
_ A% 1018 rotated formation axls to 0800(T). Maneuvered as required . |
by routine earrier f1ight operations while proceeding to rendez?aus-

At d&wn rendezvoused with fueling group. U.8.S. KERNEBAGO
ently on station while waiting to fuel, and the heavy ships fueled

Alongside the U.S.8. CHIKASKIA at 0900; fueling courge 075°(T),
speed 10 imots. while this ship was rueling, the U.S.S5. MUGFORD
ocame alongside the port quarter for the trangfer of personnel. AV
0959 the U.8.8. LEWIS HANCOCK. came alengside our por{ guarter to
deliver mail. .

' Fueling was completed at 1121, this ship having received bor 3N
10,837 barrels of fuel oil. Resumed statior in disposition. U.S.S.i?

& : _ .

-. 150 -~
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- from the fueling area and steamed. teward aperating area extending

. U.8.8. MASSACHUSETTS
' WAR_DIARY .

' SWEHSGH alengside to delivar mail at 1229.

. At 1335 U.8:S. HOBNET asd .escorts left this task group and aoin-
ed Taak Group 38.4. There now remain in Task Group -38.1 the follow—
ing carriers: WASP, YORKTOWN and COWPENS. N

' Upoen.- cemplabien bf fueling operation, Task Groups, 38,1, 38. 2
which had joined the force im the early moining, and 38.4 departed

south and west of 139-55'H 13290-47'E.
17 NOVEMBER 1944 -

0800 Positiem 1200 Positiom - ‘2000 Position
12'6-5'9”9'?1%{" © 139%20,1'K 12%-47.9' §

1319-96 9*E . 1310~25.1' E 1300—31 gt &
| Operating in the wesbern part of an area extending 150 miles

" west end 75 miles south of 139-55'N; 1320-47'E. as directed by
© - GomThird Fleet by radio on 16 November 194k,  Task Group 38.1 is _
- in cruBing dispositien 5 Roger, axis 0809(T), speed 18 knots on course

2600(T).
- LAt 0959 the H 5.83. WASP, esaﬂrted by the . S.S. CBWELL, IZARD

and GONNER left the formation to effectuate the transfer of ComTask

Force 38 and staff to the U.S.S, HANGOOK., GomTasgk Group 38,1 in
U.8.8. YORKTOWN hes-been directed té: take tastieal commmad of Task
Force 38, U.8,8, WASP amd escorts reéturynmed to the formation at 1115.-
At 1345 Com'fask Foroe 38 in U.8.8. HANCOCK assumed tactiecal commend

of Task Force 38. Formatlon éxis rotated to 060°(T) at 1415, and at

1553 formed cruising disposition 5 Roger Dog.
In the late afterncon, following orders of camThird J?:Leeté Tagk
&roups 38,1, 38.2 and 38.3 began steaming toward 139=20!H, 129Y-00'E

~ where, at neon tomorrow, the fbrce will meet units or Taak Group

30, 8 and will rual.
18 momm 191+l+-

-0809,?ositien | | . 126@ Poaibion : | 2@.0 Pesitian |
130_1“’39 .N . _ ]_39-@@.21 I R . 1.30-&.8 3: W
. 1239-33' _ 1290-21,_ 0t 'E B _ 1279'3305'

Steaming ta rueling randezvous at approximately 130-26'3, 1290-
00'E in company with Task Greups 38.2 atd 38,4. The Task Groups are

in.fleet eruising disposition 5 X-ray, Task Group 38.2 iz fleet

‘guide on axis 0600{T)., Task Group 38,1 is in cruising disposition
5 Roger Dog, on formation axis 0800(T). Bdse ecourse 1s 2709(T);
fleot speed 18 kaots. ComTask Force 38 is in U.8.8. HﬁNCOGK,

 GomTask Group 38.1 is in U.8,S. YORKTOWN,

. At 0527 stood to General Quarters stations fTor dawn alert.
Secured at 0627. _
. Shortly after nine o'elock GomBatbiv 8 assumed tactical coms ,/Z?"

“mand of Task Unit 38:1.2 and maneuvered the unit astern of the

- 151 -
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~'fuel, but as other units were alongside tankers, the ¥.8.83. CUNNER‘
- and CHARRETTE came alongside this ship and received fuel,

. U.8.8. mnssacﬂusﬂiﬂs

WAR DIARY

carrier formation for gunnery exercises. Both 5"/38 Cal, and the
machine gun batteries partiecipated: fxercises were complted at
1947. Resumed.station in formation. ' '

At noen rendezvoused with with tankers. ‘Uhis ship dld nos

. Pursguanat -to erders of ComTask -¥orce 38, at 1506 the U. S'S
ALABAMAleft "thls task group and reported to-Task Group 38.4 for
temporary duty., The U.S.S5. OAKLAND left Task Group 38.4 and took

. the ALABAMA's .station in this group.

: Task rorce 38 has been ordered by ComThird Flset to proceed to
169-007H; 124-00'E, where at dawn tomorrow strikes will be launched .

against Japanese shipping, aireraft apd installatioas in the Luzon-

Hindoro Areas of the rhilippines. Hence, at 1600 flest course was
changed to 2959(T) and speed increased to 25 knots for the appreach
to the stirike position.

19 NOVEMBER 194

T 0800 Pogition ' -izeo Pasitibn y ' 2000 Position

15"’-43.1"" 1545, o" | © o 159.36.7' N

_123°—27 3' E - 123%-kh4? 1250-00' B

Steaming to strike position at 1é°~00'n 124°-00'E, o

At 0133 the U.S.S. YORKTWON reported an unidentified aircraft -
bearing 200°(T}, range 30 miles, -closing the formatien. A night
fighter was reported in the vieinity of the utildentified plane.

- The Task Group Commander releansed batteries at Ol40, as the "bogié"

cofitinued to close. At OlLL execubed 900 emergency turn. The
night fighter having been ingtructed to keep clear, this ship
opered fire on the. enemy plame with 5" battery.  The plané reversed

it's course immediately and began opening range., At 0149 executed

turk to 2959(T)., The night fighter resumedpursuit of the enemy

plane end at- 0210 shot down an "Emily", 61 miles from the formaticn.

A1) hands stood to Alr Attack Statiena for-dawn alert at 65&9,
secured at 0653, when ne enemy aircraft appeared. _

Our carriers began launching the fighter aWeep, followed by ‘the.
first strike at dawn. All ahipa were. meneuvered to confonm to their
operations. -

A%t 0653 formation axis was rotatsd to 060°(T) .

Strikes contined to be launched and _recovered threughout the

' “'morning and afternoon.

: At 1255 the U.8.8. BANCOGK reported by high rr&quency radio
that a fire on her flight deck would neeessitate it*s being out

of . operation for about 20 minubes.

.+, At 1717 en unidentified plene was reported bearing 3070(T):_ .
diatance 42 miles. All hands stood to Alr Attack Stations ab A7Igs

As an atteack did not develop, secured from Alr Attack at 1752 how-

ever in the Gumnery Department, two watches were left on station,

" in order that all anti-aircraft batteries would be fully manned, )ﬂ?hf_é

Formation speed was incroased from 17 to.25 knots at 1807, -

' ana at 1801 the U.s. s. BLUE raportea to the Task Group Gammanﬂer

52 -
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that seme of her forecastle plates were buckling and that she wds
taking water in the bow., As 'a result, speed was reduced to 22 knots.
... Several groups of "Bettys" weré veported in the vieinity dur-
ing the eurly evering, At182) various units of Task Group 38.3 ¢
were obgerved firing. - T
. "Exeécuted emergency course dhanges ag directed by 0.T.C. At 1915
after all contact with enemy planes had been lost, set Condition Ul sy -
-~ Upon orders of ComThird Fleet, Tesk Groups 38.1, 38.2 and 38,4 %
are rétiring from strike area and proceedlng to 160—00'N 132°—OO'E IR A
to arrive by midnight tomorrow. )

| N 20 HOVEMBER 194& | . :
0300 Position 1200 Position . 2000 Posltion

—

Aullhorllyfm;&féﬁ:

iy AT

I

1so~36 51N | C26%a7i W 16%-45.81 ¥ o
12990050 B  1290-49.8' E ©  1300-59.1" E

“Steeming in cruising disposition 5 Victor Dog. 4t sunrise form- - |
od crulsing disposition 5 RHoger Dog. ~ 4t 0900 U.S.S. OAKLAND, BOYD, ?
BROWN and COWELL left the formstion, pursusnt to ComTaskFor Thirty ;.
Eight orders, the QAKLAND to report to Task Group 38,4 and the L _
PASADENA, DYSON, THORNE, WILLS and MC CALL joined thig Task Group
all on permanent auty except the PASADENA and MC (CALL which are
assigned to Task Group 38.1 only temporarily. =

' Durihg the afternodn the carriers &nd &n €scsrt of destroyers
1eft the formation and condac ted guhnsry exersises:

“Carpiers cohducted routiné flight operations duriag the day,
1aunching gnd reécovering Combat Alr Patrol and ﬂnti-Submarine,
ﬁnti-Snooper Patrol. :

2_1_30@@33_.1% | IR

osoo Position : 1200 Position 2000 Position é
14,8-33:0" N 149-37.5' N © 10-14:6' X .

1300-46 1t E ~131.0- 22.0' B 1310-58.0' E 5
- - S .. 1310-58.00 |

Steamlng toward reéndezvous with fueling group. "Rendezvous
effected at dawn; fieling exercise commenced &t '0817. At 0830
went dlong port side.of U:S.5. CHIKASKIA énd began recelving Toel.
Fueling coturse is 080°(T), speed 10 knots, Cast off from tanker atb
‘1145, after receiving 1 0é9 ‘barrels fuel ©il., A1)l ships zleg~zagged.
independently on’ station prior to-a&nd-upon completion of fueliig.
Fueling exercises were completed at 1400 and cruising disposmtlon
5 Boger was formed immedlately.

- Pursuant t6 ordérs of ComThird Fleet at 1421, U.S. S. BOSTON
aiid PORTLAND with -egoorting destroyers were- detached from the task
group and proceeded on assighed dubty. At L458 formation axis was
rotated to 0609{T}; fleet course O450(T); speed 16 knots,

- Vice Admiral.W.A. LER,GombatPee; transferred his flag fram

v.s.s. WquINGTON to U.5.S, SOUTH DAKOTA. R _ -2423'
= 153 -
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'.Cénfiﬁﬁed on various couféés;és directed. b¥ 9.T C.” The Task
Groups:are proceeding to an area at about 146N, 132°F end will -
operate ﬁhere until further orders are reeeived.

o 22 ncvnuuﬁn 1944

0800 Position - - 1200 Position: 2000 Posltion

130413, é*"‘- - 139-29.0° N 130-07.0' N
1320_22 LIS S 1319-26 LY B _- 130%9~33, 0' S

At 0992 reeeivaéﬁg B+8. DYRON along part quarter far trangfer
of U 8, Mail. Resr Admiral G.B. DAVIS, ComBatDiv 8 assumed tectical
. command of Yask Unit 38.1.2 &nd DesDiv-122 at 0925 and maneuvered
- ¢he ghips under his command into position for 5" and machine- gon
-firing which was: condueted durlng the morning.
~ In the- afternoon, this ship and the. U.8.8. ALABAMA oenducta&

gunnery exerclses, firimg the Hain. Battery. ‘At 1336 8ll hands
-gtood to General Quarters Stations for the exorcise. The U.8.8.
ALABAMA opened fire with her main batbtery at 1413, thig ship '
acting as target ship. AL 1529 this ship opened fire at the wake
of the U.S5.S. ALABAMA, Exercise was completed at 1552, Sesured
from Genoral Quarters, and began maneuvering to take st&tion in
Task Graup 38.1. _ . .

T | 23'H‘T3N“ﬁm*19#¢ -
0800 Positiow 1200 Pesition 2000 Poaitien

1992420 F - 120005 K .. 11945.9% §
1320-53.2t B 133074t E . 1350-40.9t°R

Formatien eourae is 065°(T), apeeﬁ 18 knots. carriera conduct-
ed routine patrol operations during the day. Gunnery exereises
wers held darimg the aftermoon: During the sxercises ComBatDiv 8
agsumed tacticel command of the battieships and thelr screonm,
. " In general & course toward Ulithi Atoll is being followed, as.
ConThird Fleet has directed the Task Groups to enter port tqmorraw.

] 24 HQVEMBER 194k
0800 Paaition | 1200 Position

100-14. 9"' C 09%a37,5' K
1330-44.0t B . 139°-45.80 E

_ Steaming %toward Ulithi axell, prior to entering port. Shortly B
gftor dawn conduceted a short 5® battery test firing exesrecise, At
1053 thé lookouts sighted land, identified as Pig Island, Ulithi o

. Atoll, bearing ‘060¢(T)}. Launched two aircraft for. anti-suhmarine

» . shertly after 1139.; Made. preparatzons to enter port.- _ o R
_ . T . o 5 R | /(j?

. -5 -
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. At 1259 stoed %o Alr Astack Stations for entry inte the lagoon.
‘¥ntered Mugel Chemnel-at 1334 and at 1427 anchored in Berth #6 :
Uprushl Anchorage, Ulithi Atoll. )

. Bet the Port War Wateh and begar following normal port routine-“
made preparatiocns to receive tanker to port. At 1535 U.S.S.
NANTAHALA alongside. Hueling was complebed at 1733. Normal darill AL N
and recroations schedule will be followed as permitted by faeling *ﬁﬁﬁﬂ*§
and provisioning regquirements. Administrative SOPA is ComSeron 10 h
. in the PRAIRIE, (onditien III is set in the Gumnery Pgpartment each
morning and evening for a&m hour preceeding sunrise and following
sunget.

'_25 ~ 30 NOVEMBER 194k

: Anchored as before, Following normal port routine as pers
mitted by availability, provisioning schedule, and conditions of
readinsess. Making routine repalrs amd machinery overhaul in pre-
paration for further operations at ses,

25 NOVEMBER 1§hh

Assumsd radar guard at 0800. Conducted diving operations dar-
ing merning to repsair paravane gear, Transferred empty powder cans -
to LCI alongside. Kecelved aboard 40 rounds of oatapult service
charges. Began recelving stores.

26 NOVEMBER 1944

Our planea flew anti-submarine patrol miasiens during the day.
Continued receiving stores and provisions. Received RANIER elong-
side to port for tramsfer of smmunition; received: 200 rounds ~
Flashless 5" powder; Ll0 rounds - 5"/38 Cal. projectiles, Mk, 32,
Mod, 40; 50.rounds - 5m/38 Cal. projectiles, AA Common; 8,000
rounds = LOMM, HEIP; 2000 rounds -~ 20MM, HEI; & - 1001d hembs,
AN-30 with 6 fuses, 75~ Mk. 42, Msch. time fuses, 40~ catapult
servzce load charges. . .

27 HOVEMBER 1944

Planes flew anti-auhmarine patrel missions. Agsumed radar
guard at 0800, Conducted flight operations for radar tracklang
arill during foraneen. At 1310 an unidentified plane was detected
by radar bearing, 065°(T), distance 38 miles, The plane continued
o0 approach the Atell, amd at 1418 all hands stood to Air Attack
Stations. The aireraft was identified as friendly; and at 1422,
secured from Alr Atteck. At 1559, pursuant to orders of ComThird
- ¥leet, sot Condition JII in the Gunnery Department. Conducted opera-
tion to qualify divers. during the afternocon.
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‘YAR DIARY -
28 NOVEMBER 1944

Aircraft conducted routine training flights. blving operé—
tlons for qualifieation mede during the afternoon from the port
guarter.,

29 NOVEMBER 19&&

Provisionlng ship operations. _ :
30 NOVEMBER 19@4 e .

Aircraft flew anti-submarine patrol missions. At'1920;receiveﬁ
werd from ALABAMA that & whaleboat had been swemped astein oI her =
and that a rnumber of ien Were in the water. Turned on searchlights

and gent boats to assist in recovering men who were from.MILLER
OWENS .

N&vigator.

APPROVED; % %% 446

Captein, U. S.Hﬂvy, N _ ' L
Commanding. : SRR
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i N 02'3620
BE ¥

E%&ﬁﬁlg-l/ﬂ16-3/ b R e
| U 5 MASSACHUSETTS 60/anc
CONFIDENTIAL ég‘DIAR
| 1 April 1944
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
" Lat. 69 39,4 N. . 6% 26.0' N. 50 04.0! N.
Long. 141° 27.9' E, 1420 28.5' E. 1440 11.8% E.

Steaming in compeny with Task Foree 58, U.S.S. MASSACHU-
- SETTS assigned to Task Group 58.3 (Carrier Task Group), organi-
zation as follows:

Carrier Task Group Three {Task Group 58.3)
(8} Carrier Unit (Task Unit 58.3.5} -- Rear Admiral GINDER

YORKTORN (F) {Air Group 5) N
LEXINGTON (FF) ' iAir Group 16){CTF 58, Vice Admiral”. .
LARGLEY Alr Group 32) MITSCHER) cqs
PRINCETON (Air Group 23} )

- AN

{b) Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1) -~ Vice Admirsl LEE

(1) Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12)

BatDiv 8 (Temp,) -- Rear Aduirel DAVIS

U.S.S. MASSACRUSETTS (F)
U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA (FF)

fﬁzzildiwzfﬁf

BatDiv 9 =~ Rear Admiral HANSON

U.3.8. SOUTH DAKOTA (F)
U.8.S. ALABAMA

- {2) Cruisers (Task Unit 58.3.13) -~ Rear Admiral OLDENDORF

LOUISVILLE (F)
PORTLAND
INDIANAPOLIS
CANBERRA.
SAR JUAN

TZSSSE“.ME“ ) - |
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(¢) Screening Unit (Task Unit 58.3.4) -- Captain Higgins

DesRon 6 -- Captain Higginé
MAURY GRIDLEY
CRAVEN MeCALL

CASE

DegDiv 28 ~- Commander BECK
BANGROFT - EDWARDS
CALDWELL FRAZIER

MEADE

.DgsRon 23 -~ Commander CAVENAGH

STANLEY CONVERSE (F)
C. F. AUSBURNE SPENCE

DYSON - THATCHER

ResrAdumiral GUNDER, U.S. Navy, Task Group Commander in U.S.S.
YORKTOWN. Immediate Superior in Command, Vice Admiral MITSCHER
in U.3.8. LEXINGTON, Commander Task Force 58.

Task Group en route to lnitial point for air bombardment

of Woleal Island by combined Task Force 58. At 0629 U.S.S.
NASSACHUSETTS relieved U.5.5. ALABAMA of plene rescue duty,
planes on readinesg of 15 minutes' notice throughout the day.
- Carriers commenced launching initial strikes, ASP and CAF

patrols. Maintained continuous flow of strikes toward the
target. 0955 Formed cruising formation 5-Roger, having been
in bvattle formation 5-Victor-Nan carried over from 31 March
1944 . MASSACHUSETTS in station L.5040 on axis 0759 (T), course
1309 (T). Made various courseg and speeds to conform with
flight operations. 1027 U.S5.3. CONVERSE reported and investi-~
gated object in weter bearing 008° (T), distance 5 miles.
Object was small Japanese boat with two ocecupaats, who were
nade prisoners of war and boat sumk. 1156 U.S.S. CABOT and

alrcraft over target area reported sighting 16 Japenese aireraft,

type "Betty". 1159 Formed battle formation 5-Vietor-Nan.
Went to Air Defense stations end set Materiel Condition Zebra,
Alrcraft in target area reported fighter shooting down

(59}
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Japanese glircraft that were airborne. 1325 U.S5.5. NORTH CAROCLINA -
left station with Y.5.3. CASE, MeCALL, and GRIDLEY as screening .. .

vegsels to fuel U.3.3. STANLEY, who was low on fuel. Screens
ordered cut to circle six by C.T.C. 1354 Set Condition of
Readiness II-Able as imminence of an air attack improbable. _
1428 U,.5.8. NORTH CAROLINA and destroyers regesined formation and
took up o0ld assigned stations. 1519 Operations against Woleal
Island completed. Commenced retirement to scuthward to fueling
rendezvous and to base to eastward. Set fleet course 1600 (T},
Speed 22 knotg. 1920 Set condition of rader silence #3.
Carriers have radar guard duties. Secured from plane rescue
duty at sunset. ‘ _ _

2 April 1944

0800 FPosition 1200 Posgltion 2000 Pogltion
Lat. 10 34,0' N, 09 38.5' N. 0% 17.3' N,
Long. 1&50 24.9' E. 146° 09.7' E. O 147C 25.7 R,

Steaming as before, retiring to base after serial bomb-
ardment of Palau, Yap, and Wolesl Islands, on fleet course
166° (T} at fleet speed 22 knots. 0808 Formed cruising forma-
tion 5-Roger. 1051 U.5.5. NORTH CAROLINA reported unidentified
gireraft at 240° (T), 94 miles, and later identified as friendly.
1024 Changed fleet course to 1309 (T). 1204 Commenced fueling
operations in formation 5-Roger on fueling course 105° (T} at
fueling speed 10 knots, Vessels not engaged in fueling des-
troyers zig-zag on station independently. Delivered to the
below listed vessels the quantity of fuel indiceted, at 60° F,

U.8.8. CASE -~ 71,410 gallons
U.5.5., FRAZIER -- 87,390 gallons
U.S5.S5, CALDWELL -~ 89,980 gallons.

1905 Fukling operstions completed. Changed fleet course to
100° (T} and fleet speed to 16 knots, 2240 U,S.8, CONVERSE
reported possible submarine contact and 10st contact at 2255.

3 April 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 0° 10.6' s. 0° 20.1' 8. . 0° 36.8' S.
Long. 150° 11.2' E, 151° 07.8' E, 158° 04.2' E.
2 {60}
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Steaming as before, retiring to base after aserisal bombard-émj§%j\

ment of Falau, Yap, and Woleal Islandg., Numerous unidentified

airecraft reported throughout the day, sll identified as friendly.
Weather generally overcast throughoul the day., Carriers main-

tained CAP and ASP patrol until sbout 1500, when all planeg were
rechiled due to weather front., Remalned in weatherfront for

the rest of the day.
L April 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
" Lat. - 1° 10.0' 8. 19 11.0' S. 0° 08,0' S.
Long. 156° 15.7' E, 1569 L4.7' E. 1580 18.2' E.

Steaming as before, retiring to base ai Majurc Atoll,
Marshall Islands, after aerial bombardment of Palau, Yap, and
Woleal Islands. Remained in weather fronf{ throughout the day.
Due to weather, CAP and ASP patrols were grounded. O848
Changed course to 090° (P). 1200 Changed course to 060° (T),
Fleet speed throughout the day 17 knots and zig-zagging using
plan 6 during daylight period.

5 4pril 1944 (Zest Longitude Date)
QBCO Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Position

Lat., 10 32.2' N.) 29 03.0' N,)_ _ 30 g6.0' N.)
Tong. 1660 42.7' E.)5T1610 28.0" E.)EP+1630 18,8+ £.)% P

Steaming as before, retiring tc base at Majuro Atoll,
Maershall Islands, aftep aeriel bombardment of Palau, Yap, and
Woleal Islands. Overcast weather with freguent line squalls

gersisted throughout the day. All sireraft grounded due to
ncertain weathér., No navigational observationg possible

throughout the day., 1830 Changed course to 050° (T}, 1946
Changed course to 0550 {7},

5 April 1944 {West Longitude Date)

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. Lo 46,0" K. 50 21.,9' N, 6° 33.8' N,
Long. 165° 38.9' B, 166° 34.6' E, 167° 54.3' E,
s .. | : - {61}
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Steaming as before, retiring to base at Majuro Atoll,
Marshall Islends, after merial bombardment of Paleu, Yap, and
Woleal Islands. Weather continued overcast until about 1400,
when obwervetlons of the aun were poasible. All aireraft
continued to he grounded throughout the day. At G000 édhanged
time and date to correspond to that of zone £12. At 0900
commander Task Force 50 dlrected task group commanders to
proceed to port 1ndependent1g, order of entry 58.2, 58.3, and
58.1. Changed course to 0LOY (T). 1430 Changed course to
035° {T). 1505 Chenged course to 0300 (T). 1700 Changed course
to 075¢ (T).

6~7 April 1944

0800 Position 1200 Positioh 2000 Pogition
Lat. 7° 26.7" N. Entering and at anchor in Berth 76,
Long. 1700 36.8' E. - Majoro Atoll, Marshall Islands.

Steaming as before, retiring to base at Majuro Atoll,

Marshall Islands group, after aerial bombardment of Ralau, Yap,
and Woleasi Islands. Carriers launched aircraft for ASP, relieved

by battleship alrcraft when entry into port was ordered at
0;00. Order of entry, carrliers, battleships, crulsers, and
destroyers. Recovered alrcraft upon enchoring. Conducted
test of Mark 32-10 fuzes, expending the following ammunition:

2, ppojectiles 5"/38 cal. AA Com. Mk. 35 with a Mk. 32 fuze.
21, charges, 5"/38 caliber: '
10 S L 7Ls |

9 SPD 4977
1l SFD 4937.

At 1219 passed channel entrance buoys abeam to port and sterboerd,
- proceeding on various courses at various speeds approaching
anchorage. At 1313 anchored in Berth 76, Majuro Atoll, Marshaell
Jeland Group. Set the port war watch and normal port routine,
Material Condition X-ray during daylight hours and Yoke during
the hours of darkmess. Ship placed &n six hours'! readlness for
getting underway. HRadar guard duty as assigned by ComBgtFac,
Senior Officer Present Afloet is ComCenPec in U.S.5. NEW JERSEY.
SC0PA administrative is ComSerRon TEN in U.S.S. PRAIRIE, Commenced
routine schedule of ship's maintenance and repair, training and
recreatlion of personnel, Commenced readiness for sea routines.

At 1842 U.S.S. SARANAC ceme alongside to starboard and commenced
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delivering fuel at 1905. At 2318 completed fuellng, havin.g
received 1,308,342 gallons of burnable fuel at 60° F,

On 7 April U.S.5. SARANAC cleared starboard side, fuel-
ing operations having been completed. Commenced provigioning
ship to required 90 day supply. Ship placed onr 24 hours'
readiness for getting underway by CTG 58.3.

Submitted:

D. CARLSON, -
Commander, U.S. Navy,
Navigator, :

A & ey
pprove ‘%%/3%%;;iié%fpﬁﬂféééfbh7571r

Captain, U.S. Navy,
Commanding.
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II-sple, 4t 1105 placed sirecraft in Condition of Headiness 11 for 1§
Aircraft Kescue Duty. st 1517 catapulted plane 01413 for aircraft - "%y,
rescue mission, pilot Lieutenant C. C. &INGWOKIH, U.S.N., passenger. <. =3
MOUDY, L. L., &Rk le, L10-75-G8&, U.2.N.Rk., tc attempt rescue of

piiot skct down over TRUK ATOLL by asnti-sircraft fire. a4t 1712

recovered plane #01413, returned from rescue aission, having picked

ap Lieut. (Jjg} C. L. LOFTIN, U.5.N.R., 1.5 miles flortheast of

TUDOT ISLaND In the lagoon of THUK ATCLL in range of enemy anti-

aircraft betteries. 1830 &ll air strikes recovered end cperation

against TRUK completed. Commenced retirement on course OLGO (T)
~at speed 18 knots. At 1900 unidentified aireraft in vicianity

near own aircraft being recovered prior to sunset. 4t about 1914

observed alrcraft dive out of clouds on U,3.3. LEZINGTON and

release bomb and retire to westward. Bomb flee short of vessel's

port side, zbout 100 yards. oireraft taken under fire by the

T.55, LEXINGTON. U.%.5. FAS3LCHUSETTS guns could not bear on =
target., airersaft identified as a Japunese dive~bouber, type ;
"Kate" or "Valm, 1915 Went to 4Alr Defense stations and setb

Meterial Condition Zebra. U.S.3., ENTERPREISE launched two night

fighters which proceeded Lo TRUK area. it 2034 set Condition

- of Readiness Il and Naterial Condition Yoke. 4t 2119 changed

course to 090° (T}). .t 2140 U,5.3. ¥ITERFRISE recovered two

night fighters. at 2141 changed course to 030 {T}. At 2300

changed course to 140° (T}, proceeding to ares of operations

for Dog plus two day, surface bombardment of PONAPE ISLAND bj

hattleships.
Submitted:
: g %l;RLsoCN,

Commander, V.3, Navy,
. approved: /? ;{

Ravigator,
Cappain, U.5. havy, —
Commanding.
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8-12 April 1944

: Moored in berth #76, Darritt Anchorage, Majuro Atoll of

the MARSHALL ISLAND group. The Port War Watch is set and Material
Condition Yoke from sunset to sunrise, and Material Condition
X-ray from sunrise to sunset. The ship is in readiness for
getting underway on twenty-four hours' notice. Radar guard as
directed by ComBatPac¢. Senior Officer Present Afloat is ComCenPac
in U.3.5. NEW JERSEY, and Administrative SOPA ig ComSerRon TEN-

in the U.S5.8. PRAIRIE. U.5.3. MASGACHUSETIS assigned to lskk
Group 58,3, Task Group organigation asg follows:

Carrier Task Group Three {Task Group 58. 3)

(e} Carrier Unit (Task Unit 58.3.5), Rear Admiral Ginder

YORKTOWN (F) {Air Group 5)

LEXINGTON (FF) {Air Group 16} (CTF 58, Vice Admiral HITQCHHR)
LANGLEY (Air Group 32} .

PRINCETON {4ir Group 23)

(b} Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1), Vice Admiral LEE, Jr.
{1} Battleships {(Task Unit 58.3.12)
BatDiv & (Temporary}, Rear Admiral DAVIS

U.S.3. MASSACHUSETTS (F)
U.5.3. NORTH CARCLINA (FF)

BatDiv 9 ~~ Rear Adniral HANSON

U.3.8. SO0UTH DAKOTA (F}
U.5.3. ALABANA

{2) Cruisers (58.3.13), Rear Admiral OLDENDORF

LOUISVILLE (F)
FCRTLAND
INDITANAPOLIS
CANBERRA

SAN JUAN -

(6%
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(¢) Screening Unit (Task Unit 58.3.L) -- Captain HIGGINS

DesRon &6 -- Captain Higgins

MAURY
CRAVEN
MeCALL
GRIDLEY
CASE

DeghDiv 28 ~- Commander Beck

BANCRCFT {F)
CALDWELL
EDWARDS
FRAZIER
MEADRE

.ﬁesRon'zg -- Commander Cavenagh

STANLEY
C. F. AUSBURNE
DYSON

CONVERSE (F)
SPENCE
THATCHER

Task Group Commander, Rear Agmiral GINDER in U.3.3., YORKTOWN, and
Immediate Superior in Command Vice Admiral NITSCEER in U.S.S.
LEXTNGTON, Commander Task Force 58,

Ship carrying on normsl port routine, upkeep, maintenance
end repair commensurate with 24 hour readiness restriction, :
Provisioning ship, teking on ammunition, stores, and fuel and
‘making all preparations for operations at sea., Carrying on routine
training and instruction of crew and granting recreation when

possible.

On 8 April at 1155, after completion of drills and personnel
and ship inspection by Captain T. D. RUDDOCK Jr., U.3.N., and
Captain W. W. WARLICK, U.S. Navy {prospective relief}, all hands
were assembled aft for change of command ceremonies., Captain

(65)
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WiR DIARY

T, D. RUDDOCK, dr., U.S. Navy, read his orders of detachment -qﬁiﬁ
BB59/P16~4/00 dated 2 April 1944, Captain W. W. WARLICK, U.S, L D
Navy, read his orders as Commanding Officer, Pac-026-wt, ' 3
PL6-3/0K, Serisl 1913, dated 31 March 1944, and relieved

Captain T. D. RUDDOCK, Jr., U.3. Navy as Commanding Officer of

the U.3.8. MASSACHUSLTTS, : :

Ca April 8, 19&4, received the following ammunition from
ComSerRon TEN: :

1722 projectiles, 5%/38 caliber, AA Common, Mk, 28
B.D, fuze,. _ :
558 charges 5"/38 caliber smokeless S¥FD L%60.
184 charges 5"/38 celiber flashless, SFD 5323.

The following ammunition was transferred to ComSerRon TEN:

139 charges 5"/38 caliber smokeless, SPD 4977 -- defect-
ive cases. _

On April 11, 19L4 shifted berths to conduct anti-sircraft
mechine gun practice at towed sleeve while at anchor during
forenoon and 5"/38 caliber practice at towed sleeve during after-
noon. Returned to regular anchorage, berth #76, at 1653. Expended

the following asmmunition: .

2,267 cartridges, LO MM,
4,350 cartridges, 20 MM,
148 projectiles, 5%/38 caliber A4 Common Mk, 18 fuze.

149 charges 5"/38 caliber SPD 474L7.

On 12 April received the following ammunition from the
U.3.8. LASSEN:

148 projectiles, 4i Common Mk. 28 fuze, 5"/38 caliber.
L3 projectiles, AA Common Mk. 32 fuze, 5"/38 caliber.
© k50 charges 5"/38 caliber, SFD 5206,
360 cartridges, H.®.I., 20 MM, -

(66)
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13 April 194L | 1ﬁ§% '

1200 Fosition 2000 Position T, i

CB00 fogitiocn

70 10.8' N,

Laet, At anchor, Berth £#76, Majuro .itoll,
169° 55,5% E,

Long. Harshall Islands.

Anchored as before., 1145 Completed all preparations for
getting underwsy. A1t 1201 underway in accordance with Commander
.Task Force 58 gortie plsn and Commander Tasgk Group 58.3 sortie
plan to carry out Commnunder Task Force 58 Operation Plan no. 5-4k
dated 9 April 1944 aund Commsnder Task Group 58.3 supporting
Cperation Brder R-1-L4 deted }1 April 1944, U.3.S8. (ABSACHUSETTS
assigned to Task Group 58.3

Task Group Urganization

Carrier Task Gpoup Three (TG 55.3}

{a) Carrier Unit {Task Unit 58.3.5), Rear Admiral REEVES.

ENTERFPRISE (F) (£ir Group 10}

ILEYINGTON {FF} (Air Group 16)(CE®F 58, Vice Admirsl MITSCHER)
LANGLEY {Afr. Group 32) ’

PRINCETON {ilr Group 23}

{v} Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3,1), Vice admiral 1EE,

(1} Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12)

BetDiv 8 (Temporary) -- Hear admiral G. B. DAVIS.

MASSACHUSETTS {F)
NCRTH CARCLINA (¥F)

BgtDiv 9 -~ Rear Admirul i.NSON,

SOUTH DAKOTA (F)
ALLBAKA

{67)
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(2} Cruisers (Task Unit 55.3.13}, Rear admiral CLUENDORF

LOUISVILLE {¥)
FORTL.AND
CoMBERRA

¥

{¢) Screening Unit (Task Unit 58,3.4) -- Cepbsin S. R, CLARK.
DegRen 23 -~ Captain T. B. DUGAN.

DesDiv L5

CHARLES AUSBURNE (SF)
A, W. GRANT
DYSON

DesDiv 46

CONVERSE (F)
SPENCE
1A TCHER

DegRon 50

Desiiv 99

C. K. BRONSON (SF)

COTTEN ]
DORTCH

GATLING

EEALY

DesDiv 100

COGSWELL (F)
CAPERTON
INGERGOLL
KEAPP

Communder Task Group 58.3 is Rear admiral J. W. REEVES, dr., U.3.
Navy and Immediate Superior in Command Vice admiral M. . MITSCHER ,

U.3. Navy.

(68)

Gene Slover's US Navy Pages

' iaJ
) - 'y .

WA, Dito,

pn


www.tinyurl.com/slover

,

0 A TN, Uil .’{22,

Loy

 ELASSIY

BB59/Al2-1/416%3/ U.5.8. BASSACHUSETTS 60/ahc

WAR DIARY
At 1350 upon clesring swebpd channel formed eruising for~ . ‘iﬁ;
metion 5-Roger on course 060° (T) and axis 075° (T), U.3.S. -€§&#

MASSACHUSETTS in station 4225, At 1435 changed course to 2650 (T} ..
to proceed to station in fleet disposition 5-Tare on fleet course

2550 (T}, fleet. axis 075° (T}, at fleet speed 15 knots, Task

Group 58.73 in station #1, At 1630 in station in fleet é;sposition
5-Tare, Changed fleet speed to 18 knots.

Ship in Condition of Readiness IT-3ugar during.daylight
gand IT during durkness. MMeterial HReadiness Yoke is set. Aircraft
Readiness #9, Radar Silence 55 during daytime and §4 during dark-
ness.

U 3.5, MASSACHUSETTS end U.5.35. LEXTINGTON have radar guard
"Easy" on even days.

14 April 1944 _
0800 Tosition 1200 Position - 2000 Position

Lat. 50 13,47 N, : 50 15,07 N. - 4° 01.9' N,
Long. 167° 16.9' E. 166° 48,5 B, | 1650 23.7' E,

Steaming ag before, enroute to area to support operations

of Task Force 77. 4t 0310 changed fleet course to 2300 {T}.

During hour vefore sunrise held redar training exercise Two-Easy,
destroyer acting as target vegsel. At 10L& formed battle formation
5-Victor, U.S5.8. Ma3SS4&CHUSATTS in-station 4.5220, U.5.S5. ENTERPRISE
guide ot center bearing 1150 (T}, dilstance &,500 yarés, TFormation
. maneuvered for drill by O.T.C. dvriwv simulated alr dive bombing
attacks by carrier planes. 1222 Formed eruising formation 5-~Roger
on fleet course 2300 (7T}, fdrmation axis 0752 .(T), Guige in
U.3.5. ENTERPRISE bearing 120Y (T), distance 4, 000 yards., 2031
U.5.5. ENTERFVRISE reported-man.overboard. Man recovered by U.S.S.
SPENCE at 2055, 4t 21D0 set all clocks back one (1) hour to
-conform with zone £13 (Love) time with zone £12 date.

16 hpril 1944

0800 Position 1200 Fosition 2000 Position
Lat. 19 50,0 W, 1° 03.0' N, - 0913.5' W,
Long. 1620 31.1' E., ~162° 10.4* E. 160° 34.8' E,

' Steaming as-before enroute to area to support cperations

e 6s) - 15
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of Tagk Force 77. A&t 0000 put the cbocks ahead 2l hours to conform <- - >l

with zone -11 (Love) time and date. During daylignt hours carrier
gircraeft mainteining 4.85.P. snd C.a.P. At 0610 U.3.3. CONVERSE,
target vessel for surface radar tracking exercise "IIl-Easy",
rejoined formation., 0757 Formed battle disposition 5-Vietor on
course 2300 {T) and axis 075° {T) to conduct exercise 12-Charlie.
A% 1158 fired muachlne guns to starboard at gleeves towed by
carrier alreraft, 1206 Completed exercise 12~ Charlie, having
expended the following armunition:

115 cartridges, 4LO M.
379 cartridges, 20 MM (75 H,E.T. and 304 H.E.).

1221 Formed cruising formation 5-Roger on fleet course 230° {T)

end formation axis 075° (T}, formation course 260° {T) to close

TF 58. 1543 Changed course to 280° (T). 1717 Changed course to
fleet course 2309 (T), formation in position in fleet disposition.
During afterncon hel d Tighter director drill, V.3.5. MaSSACHUSETTS
controlling two runs. Made one interception and drill attack plaenes
‘Teached objective on gecond run. Communications with combat patrol
very poor, possibly due to location of trdnsmitting antenna znd '
airceraft receivers. .

17 April 194k

| 0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat, 19 15,1' 9, 1° 18.5' 8. 0° 45.6' 3,
Long. 157° 46.1' E. 156 51,0 E, 1540 L6.3" E.

Steaming as before enrcute to area to support operatlons
of Task Force 77. Carriers maintaining b.a P, and 4.5.P. during
daylight hours. Owserving radar silence #L during darkness and
radar silence #5 during daylight. 051% changed fleet course t¢
280° (T}, At 0847 formed battle formation 5-Victor to conduct
exercise 12«A, machine gun practice. 1025 Sighted friendly PBY
type plane, probably search plane from MUNDA, New Georgia Ishahd,
bearing 240° (T}, on southerly course., 1121 Formed cruising
disposition 5= Roger‘on completion of kxercise 12-A. During
afternoon, battleships meintained A.5.P. patrol with each ship

(70) : . | --'!Lk
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launching one eircraft at 1210 and 1510, Mede alrcraft recoveries
by Dog method at 1525 and 1820,

At 1506 formed battle formation 5-Victor to conduct Exercise
112=-A, 1707 Commenced opening out on guide, maintaining present
bearing 115° (T), to fire machine guns. U.S.S. PORTLAND shot down
last available gleceve, Bxercige 12-4 completed for the day. 1743

Formead cruising formation 5-Roger on fleet course 280° {T) at fleet

speed 17 knots. At 1830 set all clocks back one {1} hour to
conform with zone -10 (Ying) time.

18 April 1944

0800 FYosition 1200 Position 2000 ¥osition
Lat, 00 09.8' S, 0° 07.1' N, - 09 16.0' N.
Long. 151° 34.6' E, 1500 31.0' E. 14,8° 48,0 E.

Steaning as before enrcoute to area to support operaticns
of Task Force 77. COCarriers meintaining A4.8.P. and C.A.P. during
daylight hours. bhip observing raedar gilence #4 during darkness
and radar silence #5 during daylight. At 0644 left station in
formation 5-Roger and cleared screen. to fire machine guns at
towed sleeve, Exercise 12-A, 0713 Completed Exercise 12-4, having
expended the following ammunition:

565 cartridges, 40 MM AA Common Mk. 1.
1,532 cartridges, 20 MM, H.E.
383 cartridges, 20 MM, H.E.T,

Resumed station in formation 5-Roger.

At 1135 launched one |1} aircraft for antl submarine patrol
and recovered by the Dog method at 1452,

At 1403 sighted unit of Task Unit 50 17 de31gnated to fuel
Tagk Group 58.3,

AL 1519 U.3.8. QLABAMA reported unidentified surface con-
tuct besring 2430 {T) at 41,000 yards, later identified &s carrier
and escorts from-Task Group 58.1. 4t 1634 U.3.S. NEOSHO, U.s.8.

{71)
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LaCKAWANNA, and U,5.5. NESHANTIC joined formation and teok stations _FSx
assigned at center. U.S5.5. HEGSHO designated gulde at fleet center.ﬂqkﬁb‘ ,
Carriers shifted toc new gtations in meodified formation 5-Roger ST T
with takkers present. i

One unidentified aircraft during the day, which#approached
formgtion to about 70 miles., Fighters from U,.3.3. LANGLEY vectored
out gnd sighted aircraft but unable to close, Lstimate disposition

not sighted.

Zasther during the day generailv overcest with frequent
showers and pessing througn heavy rain squalls,

19 April 1944

. Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations
of Task Force 77. Carriers maintaining A.S.P. and C.A.P. during
daylight hours. Kkader Silence 5 in effect during daylight and
radar silence L in effect at night. 0345 C,.T.G. 58.1 reported
three unidentified aircraft bearing 333° (T}, distance 61 miles,
71 nmiles from U.3.3. MASSACHUSETTS, U.S8.3. HORNET of T.G. §6.1
launched two night fighters. Alrcraft desligneted as Rald I,
Went to Alr Defense statlons at 0405, <«ircraft continued to close
formation with no friendly identification. Night fighters vectored
out and made contact and identified plane as friendly "Black Cat®
PBY Catalina. after interception and gunfire by 58.1 aircraft
showed proper identification., Planes were night patrols returning
to base on course 1500 (T) in direction of SEEADLER HARBOR, Admiral-
ty Islands, 0613 Formed fueling formation 5-Fox, bent line screen
ahesd, followed by cruiser station unit, fueling unit, battleship
unit, and carrier unit with 2,000 yards distance between uniis,
Units not fueling zig-zagging independently. Fueling course 090°
(T} af fueling speed 10 knots, Ships fueled were CA's, CVL's and
DD's, 1150 Fueling exercise completed. U.8.,3. KEOSHC, U.3.5.°
LACKAVWANNA, and U.S.3. KESHANTIC cleared formation and proceeded
ag previouely directed. Formed crulising formation 5«Love on
course 290° {T} and axis 0759 (T). CDuring afternoon exercised

. Task Group in srufsce engagement, deploying from formation 5-iove

" into Battle Dispogition Able-l from U.S.F. 10-4. 1315 U,5.8
BATAAN fighters intercepted and shot down one enemy alrcruft
type "Betty", 1457 Completed surface engagement exercise,

S
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Formed cruising formation 5-Roger on course 090° {(7) and formation ;E&%n

axis 075° {T). 1543 Changed fleet course to 275° {T) und changed
fleet speed to 18 knots.

20 april 194k

0800 Fosition 1200 Position - 2000 Fosition
Lat, - 1© 19,7' N, 10 22.7' K. 10 534" W.
Long, 145° L8,.5' E. 143° 02.7" E, 140° Ll 5 E.

Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations
of Task Force 77. Cerriers in compeny maintaining 4.3.F. and
C.4.P. during the daylight hours. Radar silence F4 in effect
during darkness anéd radar silence %5 during daylight hours, At 0623
commenced topping off destroyers in formation. 5-Roger on fleet
eourse 275° (T) at fleet speed 10 knots and completed fueling
operetions at 0912, having fueled five destroyers. The U.5.S.
FRaZIER had difficulty remaining slongside, as she lost both hose
lines after receiving them the first time. OUn the second attempt, .
the forward fuel hose was destroyed beyoné repair. Completed the
fueling on the after hose. Until more hosge ig obtained, can only
fuel with the after hose on the starboard side, Delivered the

following fuel to the ships indicated at 60° F,:

U.8.5. MeCALL 16,175 gallons,
103030 CIH&VEN . lO ?51 gdllons«
U335, MEADE lb , 590 gallons, -
U.5.5., BURNS 14,505 gallons.

" U.S.3. FRAZIER 7,958 gallons,

At 0957 U.5.53. ENTERPRISE reported an unidentified aircraft bear-
ing 315° (T}, distence 50 miles and at 1012 U.3.S. COYPENS reported
her fighters had shot down one |1} Japanese aireraft, type "Betty”.
At 1036 changed fleet speed to 15 knots and commenced forming

fleet disposition 5-William, fleet course 2750 {T), Tleet axis 000°
{(T). 1052 U.S.S. CANBERRA reportéd sighting a subuarine periscope
1,000 yards on her starboard beam. uset Material Condition Zebra

and executed emergency turn to 0350 (T). Contact proved to be
fadse, floating log, resumed fleet course and set Material Condition
Yoke., Rotated the formation axis to 000° {T)}. a4t 1120 changed
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fleet speed to 20 knots, commencing final run to objective, HULBOLT

BAY, New Guinea, At.12C0 changed Tleet course to 2850 (T}, 4t =

1940 changed course to 1859 {T)., &t 2130 Chaenged course to 180° {(T).

21 april 1944

0800 Positson 1200 FPosition 2000 Yosition
Lat, 1° 28.9' s, ' - 19 15,6 8. 19 32,4 8.
Long. 1409 2,.0' E. 1409 49.7' E. 140° 50,6 E,

Steaming as before, making final approach to conduct
preliminary air bombardment of Japanese WADEE I3LsND Air Base,
HOLLANDIA Air Base, and shore installations in preparation of
landing assault by Task Force 77 on D-day, 22 ipril 1944. Initial
pre-dawn strikes delayed due to unfavorable weather. Lt 0655 weather
cleared and all strikes were launched and air plan for day carried
out as planned. U.,S.3. MaASSACHUIETTS conformed to movements of
carriers 1n leunching and recovery of aircraft throughout the
day, meking various courses and speeds, At 1806 all air strikes
by Task Group $8.3 completed for D - 1 day. At 18L6E set course
3300 {T) at 18 knots for retirement during the early night and
to. avoid interception of Task Force 77.

22 &Lpril 1944

0800 TFosition 1200 Fosition 2090 Tosition
Lat, 1° 22.3'. 3, 10 19.9' 8. 1° 40.2' s,
Long. 1407 33,5' K, 1400 54.87 . 140° 54,0' E.

B Steaming as before In ares to northwest of HUMBOLT BAY,
Netherlands New Guinea, in support of operations of Task Force 77,
a landing at dawn this date, D~day, 22 Lipril 1944, at Humbolt

Bay and TANAH MERAH BAY, Metherlands New Guinea, Carrier aireraft
to support operaticns as directed by Task Force 77 throughout the
dey. Commencing st 0618 carriers commenced launching aircraft

for scheduled operations and to maintain ASP and CAP throughout

the daylight hours. At 0602 assumed seaplane rescue duty, At

1100 U.5.3. ALABAMA and U.3.3. SOUTH DEKOTA left formation emcorted

{74)
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by U.S.8. CAPERTON and TU.S5.3. INGERSOLL to fuel destroyers of .
Task Group 58.1. 1647 U.S.:3, SCUT. DAXKOTA and U.S.3. ALABAHA B
and escorts rejoined formation, detached duty completed. At -
1653 commenced fueling operations in formation 5-Roger on course
3350 (T) at 10 knots, BatDiv BIGHT fueling unit. 1828 completed
fueling operations, having delivered the fuel indicated at 60°

F. as follows:

U.S.8. KNAPP 139,306 gallons
U.3.3. COGSWELL 56,480 gellons,

Alreraft operations for D-day coapleted. Cormenced retirement
course 3350 (T} at speed 18 knots, reversing course toc 180° (T)
at 0130 to be on station for Dog £ 1 day operations in support
of Tagsk Force 77. Task Group 58.1 retired to fueling area at

sunget.
23 April 1944

1

0800 Yosition 1200 Fosition : 2000 Positicn
Lat. 10 4h.2' 8. 19 57.8" g, 10 27.0' S,
Long, 14L0° 28.9' E, 1409 12.5% E, 1409 18,1* E.

Steaming ag before in area to northwest of HUMBOLT BAY,
Netherlands New Guinea, in support of operations of Task Force 77,
occupying the HOLLANDIA Area, New Guinea, retiring during the
early night, changing course to southward to be in position for
.8trikes at dawn on D £ 1 day. Teck Force 58.1 operating independ-
‘ently retiring to fueling area for fueling operations. airecraft
carriers magintained #3F and CAP throughout the daylight hours,
augmented by aircraft froam BatDiv 9. Steamlng at various courses
and speeds throughout the day in support of znd conforming to
carrier operations. 1905 U.S.5. ALLBAMA reported unidentified
aireraft bearing 320° (T), distance 30 miles, 1%06 Unidentiried ‘
ajreraft bearing 190° (T}, distance 27.5 miles. Jient to air
-Defense gstations in preparation for a possible air attack, 1907
Formed battle forpation 5-Victor in course 010° (T}, axis 000° (T),
- U.S.35. MASSACHUSETTS in station 4,5225, 1916 V.3.S. LEXINGTON
launched cne night fighter. Unidentified aireraft tracked to-
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HUMBOLT. BAY area. 1924 Observed gunfire on horizon bearing 120° ’;@gﬁ '1
b

{T), poasibly from Task Group 58.2 retiring to fueling area,
having left disposition at sunset. Enemy aircraft retired to "
wegtward after attack on shore installations. 2142 Formed cruis~ *fwé%ﬁﬁ L
ing formation 5-Roger on base course 340° (T}, axis 000° (7}, g
U.5.5. MASSACHUSETTS in station 2335. 21&& Secured from Alr
Defense, and set Condition of Reudiness I1I. Commenced retirement
to northwest to return to area of operatioas to westward (WADKE
ISLAND) at dawn on D # 2 day. .

2L April 1944

0800 FPosition 1200 losition 2000 Position
Lat. 10 23.9' 8 00 54,.8' 8, 0°.58.0' S.
Long. 140° 24.5' E. 1,00 22.6' B. - 139¢ 54.0' B,

Steaming as before in area to northwest of HUMBOLT BAY

in support of operations by Task Force 77. Targets assigned for

D £ 2 day fields and installations to westward of HUMBOLT BAY.
T sk Group 58.2 refueling in fueling area, Carriers maintaining
afr strikes, ASP and CAP throughout the daylight hours. BatDiv &
augmenting the ASP patrol with two flights of two alrcraft eacg
flight, 1007 Sighted heavy black smoke on horizon bearing 015
(T}, later identified as Japanése aircraft shot down by Task Group
58,1 fighter patrol. 1722 Formed battle formatlon 5-Victor and
prepared for defense against alr attack, CTF 58 reported air attack
imninent. U.S.3., ENTERPRISE launched two night fighters. Four
raids were tracked passing formation not cloger than 20 miles,
enroute to HUMBOLT BAY Area. Night fighters vectored out to inter-
cept and shot down one aireraft. One night fighter, ammunition
expended, intercepted nine {9} Japanese bombers and flew formation
with them for several minutes, reporting enemy course and speed.
Enemy aircraft retired toc westward after provable sttacks on
HUMBOLT BAY area. At 2156 secured from Alr Defense stations and
set the watch, Condition of Readiness I¥., At 2232 formed crulsing
formation 5- Roger on course 090° (T}, axis 000° (T), retiring to
fueling area to fuel and to rendezvous with Task Group 58.2.
Commander Tagsk Force 77 reports air operations by Task Force ’
5¢ in support of landing operations no longer required.

R 23
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25 April 1944

0800 Position 1200 Pogition - 2000 Position
Lat, 09 04.6' N. 00 L7.4' N. 19 14.7' N. 3
Long. 142° 17.5' E, 1429 20.7' E. 1619 39.2' E. g

Steaming as before enroute to rendezvous with Task Group
58,2 and Task Unit 50,1% combined, to fuel commencing &t sunrise,
At 0624 sighted Tagk Unit 50.17 (six tankers plus excorts) bear-.
ing 309° (T), distancé 13 miles, - At 0715 formed fueling forma-
. tion 5-Fox on course and axis 000° (T} at fueling speed 10 knots.
© Tankers in line of bearing normal to course in two lines of three
- each line, distence between lines 2,000 yards., Uestroyers ahead.
in bent line screen. Carriers zig-zageing independently shesd of
tankers end carriers not fueling zlg-zageing astern of fueling -
line 4,000 yards. At 0826 received tow line from U.S.35. NEOSHO
and commenced receiving fuel at 0835. During fueling the bridle
line for after hose carried away. After hoge was disconnected,
‘the bridle line repaired and fueling resumed, causing about
a fifteen minute delay on thils hose. 1315 Completed fueling from
NEOSHO, having received all the fuel available, about 1,000 barrels
short Of desired amount, amount #f fuel received being 18 722
~ barrels at 609 F. At 1334 cleared side of NEOSHO and took station
to port of U.S.5. NORTH CARCLINA on bvattleship zig-zag line 2, 000
yards astern- of the fueling line., ComBatliv 8 0,T.C, for
battleship zig~zag unit, U.5.5. MASSACHUSETTS designated unit
guide. At 1632 fueling operations completed by all units of
Task Group 58.3. Formed crulsing formution 5-Roger on base course
315° (T), formation axis 000C (T). 1652 Set formetion speed 18 _ !
knots. At 1829 changed formation course to 245° (T). Task Unit
50.17 proceeding independently as previously directed.

26 April 1944 - |
| Q800 Position 1200 Position ~ 2000 Fosition
Lat. 0° 00.5' N. 0° 37.4' N, 0° 23.0' N, .
Long. 139° 07.4' E. 1390 57.6' E, 1410 58,6 E, :

Steaning as before in area northwest of HOLLANDIA Ares as
covering force for Task Force 77. Carrier task groups. operating
“independently in area. At 0700 changed fleet course to 0600 {(T}.
At 0800 lost fuel oil. suation &n #4 boiler, causing #. shaft to
slow. - Uther shafts increased to maintain speed. Casualty restored

(77)
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at 0810. At 0820 U.5.38. PRINCETON reported her fighters shot down
one Japanese alreraft, type "Betty"., At 0905 U,35.3. LANGLEY.
reported unidentified aircraft bearing 136° (T}, distance 70 miles.
PRINCETON fighters were vectored out to intercept and reported
shooting down one Japanese aircraft, type "Dinah”" at 1000. At
0950 U.3.3. KNAPF left formation to pick up survivors from
Japanese plaene shot down. At 1159 U.3.3. LEXINGTON reported her
fighters shot down one Japanese aircreft, tyef "Betiy". 4t 1201
changed fleet course to 095° {T}). 4t 1202 T.S.5. XNLPP again

left formation to piek up Japarese gurvivors., it 1217 TU.S.S,
DORTCH and U.S3.S5. GE&TLING left: formation to proceed on special
picket duty. At 1317 U.S.S. LEXINGTOH fighters shot down =&
Japanese type "Betty" aircraft and U.3.5, GATLING directed to

pick up survivors. .t 1350 U.3.3, EWAFP rejoined formation,
having picked up five {5} Japanese survivors, and went alongside
t/.8.8. EEXINGTON to deliver the prisoners. &£t 1353 U.3.3. 30UTH
DAKOTA sighted a Japanese type "Betty" airceraft on the horizon
bearing 200° (T), verified by this ship. 1402 U.5.3. LEXINGTON -
Tighters shot down plane reported above., At 1433 U.S.8. GATLING
directed to rescue one survivor from plane shot down at 1402. '
At 1930 changed fleet course left to 2600 {T)., At 2310 Task Group
58.2 reported surface contact 273% {(T), distance 20.5 miles,
identified as U,.S5.5. DORTCH and U.S.5. GATLING returning to forma-
tion from special picket duty.

27;April 1944
1200 FPogition

0800 Position 2000 Fosition

Let. 19 15,8' W, 20 02.5' N. 1° 09.9* N,
Long.. 141° 25.4' E. 1420 11,1' E, 1L4° 00.1' E.

Steaming as before in ares to northwest of HUWBCLT BAY
ag covering force for Tusk Force 77. Carrier Task Group operat-
ing independently but in supporting distance. 4t 0035 U.S.8.

- DORTCH and U.8.5. GATLING rejoined formation and took stations

previously assigned. At 0200 changed fleet course to 045 (T).
Carriers maintained ASP and CAF throughout the daylight bours.

4t 1200 changed fleet course to 1359 (T}, it 1330 U.S.S. CAPERTON
ceme slongside to starboard to deliver officer messenger mail,
ingtructions for next operation and cleared sige at 1343, This
force is now on retirement course from area of operations in
support of landing in HUMBOLT BAY Area, Wew Guinea, and proceed-
ing to . carry out operations, éarrier air strike, on TRUK,

(78)
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28 april 1944 -

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Fosition TN

B . L
Lat. 0° 05.8' N, - 19 18.1' s, 10 26,3 3.
Long, 1469 51,0' E, 147° 13.4" E. 1470 16.8' E,

Steaming as before in compeny with Task Force 58 retiring
t0 eastward from srea ©f operations to northwest of HUMBOLT BAY, -
New Guinea, to rendezvous with Task Unit 50.17 for fueling prior
to air bombardment of TRUK by carrier aircraft of Task Force 58,
At 0545 U.S.35. MASSACHUSETTS plus U.S.8. CONVERSE and U.3.8.
THATCHER left formetion to proceed to SEADLER HARBOR, Admiralty
Islard Group, to rendezvous with U.3.5. INDIANA In accordance
with instructions received from ComBatPac &nd orders of Commander
Task Force 58. Set Course 160° (T), speed 21 knots. At 0828
changed course to 165° (T)}. At 1200 lsunched two aircraft for
~antl-submarine patrol and courier plane. A%t 1414 entered SEADLER
HARBOR and anchored in berth #11 at 1437. 4it 1447 U.S.5. CONVERSE
came alongside to starboard to fuel, and to receive ComBatDiv 8
and his staff for transfer to the U.S5.35. INVDIANA, anchored in the
harbor. 1503 Commenced pumping fuel to the U.S.5. CONVERSE. 38t
1539 completed pumping fuel to the U.S.S. CONVERSE, having delivered
42,620 gallong at 60° F, At 154) Commander Battleship Division
EIGHT hauled down. his flag in the U.5.5. MASBSACHUSETIS and heisted
his flag in the U.3,85. INDIANA, 4t 1542 U.5.5. CONVERSE cleared
gstarboard side and went alongside the U.S.,5, INDIANA, At 1732
underway from berth 11, SEEADLER HARBCR, in company with U.S8.S.
INDIANA, U.S.S. CONVERSE, U,S.3. TATCHER; U.3.3. PRITCHETT, and
U.S.8. CASSIN YOUNG, 1816 Formed column on course 000° (T}, order
of ships U.S5.3. INDIANA and U.3.3. MaS3:CHUSETTS with entisubmarine ,
gereen ahead, proceeding to rendezvous with Task Group 58.3. At i
1850 changed course left to 350° (7). Speed 18 knots. &t 2245 i
reported possible surface contact bearing €950 (T}, 12,000 yards.
£t 2350 evaluated surface contact to be rain c¢loud.

29 April 1944 (East Longitude)

| 0800 Fogition 1200 Position 2000 Ebgition
Lat. @ 0° 50.9' N, 10 32.8' N. 30 11.6' N.
Long. 148° 54.0' E. . 148° 54.0' E. 149° 26.7' E.

‘Steaming as before, proceeding to rendezvous with Task Group
58.3. 4t 0000 changed course right to 060° (T). At 0137 had

. : (79) - o
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gurface contact bearing 041° (T}, distance 32,000 yards, on course

3500 (T) st speed of 25 knmots. At 0210 lost contact bearing 010°

—

ne:

pm—t

LASSIEND -~

eizs |
i {ggl-

*i@,} i

an_',t

{T) Grawing left at range 34,000 yards. At 0635 sighted Task Group .. .

58,3 on horizon bearing 100° (T), digtance 20,000 yards. At 0652
Joined Task Group 58.3 and was directed to resume old station 34225
in formation 5-Roger, Formation axis 000° {T) and formution speed
10 knots for fueling operations on fueling course 020° (T). At
0850 U.S5.S., THATCHER came slongside to deliver mail and cleared
side at 0902. At 1089 U.5.5. LEXINGTON reported two unidentified
airecraft bearing 037Y {T)} and were shot down by Combat Air Patrol.
Identified as Japanese aircraft, type "Betty". At 1333 fueling
exercise completed. Tamhkers cleared formation. 4t 1406 rotated
formation axis to 0600 (T}, Set fleet speed at 20 knots, steaming
at fleet speed. At 1418 rotated fleet axis to 070° (7). Formed
fleet disposition 5-Tgre, on fleet axis 060° (T}, fleet course
0200 {T). Task Group 58.3 in station #1. At 1600 set all clocks
ghead two hours to conform with zone -12 time. At 1904 U.S.3.°
HEALY ceme alongside to port to deliver officer messenger mail and
cleared side.at 1906. Task Force 58 enroute to initial point for
launching of air bombardment of TRUK. ' _ _

29 April 1544 (West Longitude)

0800 Pasition 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 6° 07.1' W, 6% 39.0' N. 6° 32,37 N,
Long.  151° 05.8' &, 1510 37.4" E. 1500 29.8' E.

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.3 in
Fleet Dispogition 5-Taere, with Task Group 58.2 to the north and
Task Group 58,1 to south, enroute td initial point to southwest
of TRUK to launch alir bombardments against that base., Fleet and
formation speed 20 knots and fleet and formation course 0200 (T}.
At 0000 set mll clocks badk 24 hours to conform with zone £12 time.
Alreraft operations were delgyed due to weather fromt. At 0715

-unidentified aircraeft in vicinity reported by Tagk Group 58.2.

At 0717 weather cleared locally, commenced launching initial strike
of Plghter aircraft followed by bombers. U.S.S. PRINCETON main-
tained ASP and CAP throughout the day. Fighters enrcute to target
area reported groups of enemy fighters headed for formation.

{77)
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'~ 28 miles, closing formation. Went to Air Defense statlons ana

- secured from Alr Defense stations and set Condition of Readiness
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Identified as Japanese, type "Oscar". Broup engaged and several 4 'ﬁ
shot down by our fighters. At 0810 went to Alr Defense for : .

alr attack. Set Materiasl Condition Zebra. 4t 0815 observed S, AT
gunfire on port bow from T,sk Group 58.2 and destroyers of screen. : ﬁ.

Observed two aircraft fall as result of gunfire. Passed through s
heavy rain sqeall end on clearing & Japanese plane Tlew over o
formation and wes taken under fire by the U.3.3. INTERPRISE, U.,3.S8.
NASSACHUSETTS could not fire due to bearing, Alrcraft identified

-as Japanege type "Oscar', 4t 08l6 formed battle formation 5-Victor

to repell air attack. A4t 0843 gained control of the air. Formed
cruiging formation 5-Roger, set Condition of Readiness One-Easy.
Throughout the day conformed tc the maneuvers of the carriers in
launching and recovery of alr strikes and patrols. 4t 1303 get
Condition of Readinegs II-Able. at 1552 observed TBF crash in
water off port bow, about 2,500 yards. V.S.S5., INGERSOLL recovered
survivors, At 1656 U.S.5. PRITCHETT came alongside starboard
quarter and transferred Lieut. (Jjg) ¥. A. LEVINE, U.S.N,R., pilot
of erashed plane fram the U.S.3. ILEXINGTON, for medical treatment.,
Patient under observation for possible skull fracture. 1959
Adireraft operations for the day completed. Set course 200° (T)

for retirement during the early night and enroute to launching
roint for air operations against TRUK for D plus 1 day. This

dey was Dog Day. |

30 April 1944

0800 Tosition: 1200 Position 2000 Position

Lat. 50 58,21 X, 6° 30,1' N, - - 6% 52,9' W,
Long. 1510 27.7' E, 151° 19.3' E, 1530 24.4" E,

Steaning as before, enroute to initial point for Dog plus
one day air strikes on TRUK. At Q001 U.S.3. BUNKER HILL reported
unidentified aircraft bearing 033° (T), distance 34 miles, which
faded from soreen at 0CR22 bearing 304° (T), distance 34 miles.

At 0030 U.S5.5. LEXINGTON reported unidentified aircraft bearing
102° {T), 21 miles, on course 204° (7T}, speed 115, which faded
from screen at 0035. At 0130 changed course to 3350 (T} to

head for initiel peint for lsunching of aircraft. 4t 0730 Crubiv
FOUR left formaticn to carry out assigned tagk, bombardment of
SATAWAN ISLAND, At 0755 unidentified aireraft bearing 048° (T},

set Material Condition Zebra. alrersft launchings delayed due to
weather. At 0811 weather cleared. Carriers commenced launching
initial strikes for second day atr bombardment of TRUK. 4t 0847

A - (78) | | o :l?i)
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Lat. 06° 54.0' N.
Long. 155°h6 1 E.

o Steaming in eomp&ny with Task Fo ce 58 assighed-to Task
Group 58.3, retiring from area to southwest of Truk Atoll, after
completing a two day merial bombardment of Truk, Ja:

‘Pacific strongheld. Tadk Force.enroute to base at
Atoll, Marshall Islands via Ponsdpe which will receive a surface
hthardment by battleships and aerial bombardment by. al:
15306 this date, Dog plus two day.

- follews:

carrier Task Group. Three {Task Group 58,3}

. _‘;__ -

WAR DI&RY e
_ 1 May 1944
1200 Position"’

: ’G7° OO 1'N,
157 00, 7'E.

(a) Garrier Unit (Task Uhit 58 3, 5) - Rear Admiral Reeves

ENTERPRISE (F)
LEXIBCTON {FF}
LANGLEY
-PRINCETON

{&ir Grou 10).

Alr Group 16) {CTF 58 - Vice Admiral
MITSCHER)

{Air Group 32) .
{Air Group 23)

(b) __pbort Unit, (Task Unit. 58.3.1) - Viee Aﬁmiral LEE .

(l) Battleahips (Task Unit 58, 3. 12)

BatDiv § -

U.S.8.
U.s.8.
U.S5.8.

axniv 2 -

U,8.3,
U.8,8.

(2) cruisers (Task Uni; 58,1, 13) Rear Admiral OLDEEDOR?

Rear Admiral DAVIS
INDIAKA (F)
HMASSACHUSETTS :
NORTH CAROLIHA {FF)
‘Rear Admiral HANSON

SOUTH DAKOTA (F)
ALABANA

TS S.
. U.8.8.°

- U.8.8.

Louzsvm (F}-
“PORTLAND :
CANBERRA '

o7g 19.7¢ N.
158”7 31.1! E.

anege. Mid-;
ajure Island '

crarﬁ et
Task Group organiza ion &g
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g 45 5 a

b YR ek
(o) Screening Uniéngask Unit 58.3.4) - Captain S.R, Clark.

]

DegRon 23 - Ceptain T. B. Dugan _ _ | P - B

Desgbiv
_m%s AUSBURNE {SF). DYSON

A.W. GRANT

DesDiv 46 : - 1

CONVERSE(F) THATCHER . _ | ' i
SPENCE

DegRon 50

esbiv 99 | _ o
. BRONSON(SF) GATLING

COTTEN DORTCH
: HEALY

DegDiv 100 ‘ _
COGSWELL (F) - TNGERSOLL
CAFPERTON KNAPP
FRITCHETT CASSIN YOUNG

Commander Task Group 58.3 is Resr Admiral J,W. REEVES, Jr,, U.S. B
Navy and immediate superlor in command, Viece Admiral 1. 4. MITSCHER '
U S.Navy irn the U.S.S. LEXINGTON.

- Task Group 58.3 1n cruising formation 5 Roger on base course
lhOO(T) at fleet speed 18 knots. Formation axis 070 {T). U.S8.S.
MASSACHUSETTS in station 4225. Task Force 58 in eruising disposition
5-Tare, axis 0700(T). Task Group 58.3 in station #1. Condition of
rader silence #4 during derkness end #5 during daylight. Ship in Con-~
dition of Readiness II during darkngss end II Able during deylight.
At - 0400 changed fleet course to 065 (T) and chenged speed to 20
kfiots., Alreraft cafrlers mainteining ASP and CAP during daylight
hotirs. . At 0830 CruDiv 4 less the U.S.3, INDIANOFOLIS plus the :
U,S.S. CANBERRA rejoiped formation having eompleted mission, bom-
bardment . of SATAWAN Island. . At 0845 ComBatPac, Commender Ponape
Striking Forge was directed to proceed with bombardment of PONAPE
Islend. Battleships of Task Force formed cruising formation 1~ _

Baker, line of bearing of division guides from right to left BatDiv
7, 8 and 9; surrounded by destroyer enti-submarine sereén. Task :
Group designstion 58.7, officer in tactical command, Vice Admiral : '
LEE, U.S.Navy in U,S.S. NORTH CAROLINA, assigned taetically to ..
BatDiv 8, Direction of formation course and exis 1009(T), Standard
speed 15 knots, stesming at 18 knots. At 0923 U.S.S. CONNER re-
Eorted sightinga mine on port quarter. 0946 Column left to 075°{T),

t 0954 ¢/s to 23 knots and commenced approach for bombardment of
.~ PONAPE Island. 1238 U.S.S. NORTH CARCLINA reported sighting enemy
- aircraft on port bow of formatien., Went to air defenﬁe stations

. S '(.81-} . . ) 7,;
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1453 launched twe planes for aireraft spots. 1530 How hour, comm- %
~enced firing at Langar Island. At 1550 ceased fire. T.S.S. :
‘MASSACHUSETTS assumed counter-bsttery ready duty from 1550 to 1610.

. 1611 Commenced firing, tergét erea to gouth of Ponape Town. At

?Eigéé%%zl A16=3 . . U.S.8. MASSACEUSETTS  so/er

WAR DIARY

and set Material Readiness Zebra. 1250 Plene identified ag
Triendly. ' Set Condition of Reddiness I Easy and material readi-
pess Yoke, 1251 Land &ighted by loockouts bearing 045°({T), dis-
tance 45 miles, identified as PONAPE Island. 1346 Battleship £y
Divigion Commanders directed to take charge amd cearry out assign-. 3

ed mission in accordance with Ocmmander Ponape Striking Foree Opera
tion Order 1P-44. BatDiv 8 plus destroyer escorts proceeded to
initial polnt to¢ arrive at_1530Y, How hour for the operation. At

1631 ceeased fire, end of ‘fire period three. At 1637 Commenced fire
for fire perlod four, Obgerved destroyer on sterboard bow drop-
ping depth charges. 1643 Emergency ships left 180° to 040°(T).
U.8.S. PRITCHETT and U.S.3, CASSIN YOUNG reported a2ight snd sound
contact on submarine. Commander Fonspe Striking Force ordered

fceeee fire as no suitable teargets remained. Ammunition expended

riﬁimation 1-Baker on course 090°(T) at speed 20 knots enroute to
rendezvous with Task Force 58. At 0225 ¢hanged spssl to 18 knobs.

‘87 Projectiles, 16"/45 Cal., H.C. Mk. 13- -1
87 Charges, 16m/45 Cal.
73 SPD 3633
133SPD 3442
%4 SFD 4815 : o
29 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal.,AA Com., Mk, 28 with BDF 13

"~ 8PD 4747, 11 SPDN 3024 _
29 Ch&rges, 5"/38 Cal.,1 SPDN 2868, 2 SPDN 4115, 1SPD a977,

_ 1 SPD 5026

1655 Commenced retirement from bombardment area. For detailed rew
port of bombardment see Commending Officer's Action Report, serial |
0020, dated 17 May 1944. 1208 Secured from General Quarters and set :
condltion of Readiness IT Able. Recovered two aircraft by the )
Charlie Method, Formed cruising formastion l-Baker and commenced _ ;1
retirement toward bese at Majuro Atell, Marshall Islands and ren~ R
dezvous point with Task Force 58 on course 0909(T) et speed 18

nots. At 2353 changed speed to 20 knots.

| 2 Mey 1944 o .
0800 Pesition 1200 Pogition * 2000 Pogition
Lat, = 07° 02.0' N, 070 22.3' W, 068 09.6 .
Long. 161° 19,4 B. 161° 51,1t E.. : 163 28.7' B,

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.7 in

At 0239 changed course to 115°(T). At 0333 chenged speed to 17
knots, After daylight Task Group 58.7 dissclved, units rejein— o

ing previous assigned Task Groups., U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS Joined - : _J

Task Group 58.3 and took previously assigned station 4225 in - -
o o (82) :
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s 3 SRR R S O - * _ -
‘formation 5-Roger. BatDiv NINE jolined Task Group 58.1 to fuel dese
troyers. During forenoon Task Force fueled destroyers onr course

- 270°{T) at 10 knots. TFueled the following destroyers delivering
the amounts indicated at 60CF,

i

U.5.3. THATCEER 49.210 gallons
U.5.8. SPERCE 50.405 gallons
¥.8.8. DYSON T 54,315 gallons:
U.S5.S. GRANT 33,640 gallons

Transferred Lt.{Jjg) C.L. LOFTEN, AVN, U.S.N.R. and Lt.(4g) P.A.
LEVINE, AVN, U.S.N.R. to U.S5.S. THATCHER for further trangfer to
U.5.8. MONTEREY and U.S.8. LEXINGTON respectively. The former
was rescued from inside the.lsgoon &t Truk Atell by Lt, C.C,
AINSWORTH, V.S, Navy attached to the U.S.5. MASSACHUSETITS and the
lstter was received on board for medical treatment after a forced
landing. 1112 Fueling exerc¢ise completed, 'Changed-gtandard and -
fleset speed to 17 knots. 1200 Changed course tc 125 (T}, Resumed
- retirement to base at Majurc Atoll, Marshall Island Group.

- | 3 May 1944 - |
0800 Position 1200 Position . 2000 Pogition
Lat, 050 06.5' N 050 52.0' N “060 35,37 N
Long. 165° 4,2,9"E 1667 25.7' E 1687 25.2' B
' Stcaming'asrberore”in company ﬁlth_Task Group 58.3 in '%

oruising formation 5-Roger onncourse 125°(T) at 17 knots, retir-.
ing to base at Majuro A&ol_é Marshall Islind Group. At 0600
changed fleet coiurse to 64L5V(T). Cerriers leunched aireraft for
ASP and CAP end maintained them throughout the daylight hours. At
1205 changed fleet eourse to 070°{T)., At 1349 conducted routine test
of 5"/38 Caliber battéry, Mark 32 fuse, lot yoke desigpated for test
by U.S.S, MASSACHUSETTS by ComBatPac. ZExpended the following emm-
unition for test: o

25 Projectiles, 57/38 Cal. with Mk. 32 fuse. lot "yoke",
25 Charges, 5"/38 Cal. SPD 4977. .-

. & May 1944
0800 Pogitien 1200 Position : ' 2000 Position

At Anchor, Berth # 76, Majuro Atoll, Marshell Island Group.

Stesming as before in company with Task Group 58.3 in cruising
formetion 5-Roger at 17 knots on course 070°(T) retirimg to base
et Majuro Atoll, Marshall Island Group. At 0515 changed fleet
course to 0909({T). At 0607 changed fleet course to 115%{(T), Carrier
launched aircraft for anti-submarine patrol. 0640 Sighted land,
Majuro Atoll, bearling 1309(T).- 0724 0.T.G. ordered entry into
port in eccordmnce with plan, Formed column of type, van to rear, _
Carriers, Battleships, Crulsers followed by Destroyers. Destroyers
formed sound lane for entry into port. At 0812 entrances buoy 14

* (83)
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U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 60/re 1=
WAR DIARY | | i

abeen to port and starboard. 0906 Anchored in berth #76, Majuro
Atoll, Marshall Island Group. Set the Port War Watch and Material
Conditien X-ray. ‘- Commenced port routine, drills and training
of personnel for operations at sea. Commenced repalrs, meinten-
ance and upkeep of machinery in preparation for operations at sea.”
SO0PA Administrative ComSeron TEN in U.S.S. PRAIRIE, SOPA afloat
ComBatPac in U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA. Alrcraft making routire local - o
treining flights. &t 1400 received YW92 elongside and delivered  «w . wd °
5,000 gallons of potable watber R
_ Shipr in material conditien X-ray during daylight hours and AN
ocondition yoke during darkness., Ship darkened at sunget except
for period of movies en topside. Shlp in readiness for getting
-underway with 24 hours notlce. .

5 May 1944 f'- | -¢

Anohored as befors.. L A

_ -4t 1707 received U 5.5, MARIAS aloagside to starboard. Com
mencad fueling ship. At 0945 cémpleted fueling shlp having receiv-
ed 12,323 barrels of burnsble fuel at 60°F, Commenced unloading
provisions end emmunition as directed by ComBatPac. Delivered to
- TuS8.5. NEW JERSEY the following smmunition:

495 Projectiles, 57/38 Cal. AA Com., Mk .32 fuse Mods,
1, 2 end 4 with Mx, 20 BDF. :
250 Gartridges, 20MM, B.L.&P.
To U.S.S. IOWA: |

495 Projectiles, 5»/38 Cal. AA Com. with M. 32 fuse . H
"" and"BDF -

Transferred plene # 01413 to the U.S5,.5, IOFA and received plane
# 5606 in exchange.

6 May 194k
0800 Position .1260 Poéition ‘ 2000 Position
‘Lat. At Anchor 07 21.0'N 03° 55,8N,
Long. Mejuro Atoll 171 17 6' 173 00.6'E,

_ Anchored as before;-ﬂx 0923 underway in company with Task
Group 58.7 from Majuro Atell, Marshall Island Group enrocute to |
Pearl Harbor, T H. in acoordance with despatched orders.. S

Task Group Drganization _ *J

Task Group 58,7 - Gaptain W.W. WARLICK,
{a) Battleship.
: U.35.5. MASSACHUSETTS - Gaptain W.W. WARLICK -
® (b) Garriers. B \j;j'
) .. Uls.B8.. YURKTOWN zgc?ptain R. E JENNINGS. . .
' L
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U.5.8. MASSACHUSETTS

WAR DIARY
{c} Destroyers '
Desron 6 : '
U.S.S. MAURY U.5.5. PRITCHETT
U.3.5. MeCALL U.8.5. GRANT
U.8.8., GRIDEEY U.3.3, CASSIN YOUNG

- U.8.8, CRAVEN

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS sortie delayed due to trensfer of freight from ===

U.8,5. PRAIRIE., Carriers and destroyers soriied and get oourse
045°%(T). At 1118 U,S.S. MASSACHUSETTS cleared harbor.entrance and .
set c¢ourse OBOO(TI, zigzagging independently, enroute to join forma-
tion with carriers and destroyers at speed 22 knots. Set Condition
of Readiness II Able and material readiness "yoke"™, 1215 U,S.S.
GRIDLEY reported possible sound contact. Carriers and egcorts turn-
ed right 90 degrees to course 135¢(T)., 122) Took station in eruising
formation 5-Roger, set formation course 050°{T) at formation speed

19 knots, standerd @peed 18 knots. Formation axis 060°(T). V.S.3.
MASSACHUSETTS in station 2000, U.S.8. YORKTOWN in station 0000, U.3,.3.
PRINCETON in station 2120 and U.S.3. MONTEREY in station 2240. Des-
troyers in snti-submarine soreen on five circle, 1247 U.S5,.S.
MASSACHUSETTS -designated formation guide. Carriers maintaining four
plane anti-submerine patrol during daylight hours using "Baker Method"
for launching and recovery., At 2000 get all clocks ahead one{l) hour
t0 conform with zone #11'"X-ray" time. 2119 Changed formation course
to 055°(T). |

o 7 May 1944 _
_ 0800 Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Position
! Lat. lOU 18.9' N' loo 11-3'8' NO l o 350 o

Long.175%51,6' E, 177° 02+6! E, 1797 25.3 E
‘Pearl Harbor, T.H.. At 2100 changed course right t00070°-(T) and re-
sumed zig-zagging. 0517 Surface contact bearing 045°(T), distance

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.7 enroute to

;" . 21,000 yards on course 330°(T)}, speed 12 knots identified as friend-

~ly. Carriers maintained four plane anti-submarine patrol throughout
the daylight hours. At 2000 set all clocks shead one-half(3) hour
+6 conform with zine / 10} time.

_ o g May lth
0800 Position © 1200 Position 2000 Position
L&t. - * . T 160 13.1' N. ) ‘Wore | v
ong. 177° 13.2' ¥, 1699 52.9' W, 167° 37.5' W.

"Steaﬁing.as’before. Conducted surface tracking exercise
Two Charlie during hour Before SURrise, using two destrouers as .
targets. During forenoon, destroyers in screen conducted exerclse
Twelve Charlie, firing machine guns at towed sleeve, Carrier ai?-
craft supplied the services. During the ?arly afterncon the carriers
plus the U.S.S5, MASSACHUSETTS fired machine guns at towed sleeve. Amr
munition egfended: _ _

1396 Cartridges, 4LOMM, A,A. Mk. I Service.

85
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5879 Cartrldges, 208N, A.A, 4703, H.E,: 1176 H.E.T,

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS . 60/1F

At 1327 mads radar contact on Johnson Island bearing 352%(F), dig- . e

tance 22 milea. At 1332 changed formation speed to 18 knots. At
1630 changed coursé right to 072°%(T)}. During late afternoon con-
ducted fighter-directod and snooper drill, At 2000 set all clocks
ahead one (1) hour to oonform with zone plus nine and one-~half

{(# 9%) time which is Hawailan War Time.

+

10 May 1944 _
08#0 Positlon 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
Long. 164 20 it W. 163° 10,8t W._ : 1600 L8, 9' W.

Steamlng ag before. At 0055 made surface: eontact bearlng
084°(T), distance 26,800 yards identified as friendly porces at
0100, At 0104 changed course left to 040°(T) to avold surface
¢ontact and resumed course 0720(T) at 0ll5. Cenducted. surface
tracking exercise hour before sunrise, U.3.3. GRIDLEY target vessel.
At 0605 nmade surface radar contact bearing 1720(T), distance 22 '
miles -and identified as friendly. Carriers maintained anti-stib-
marine patrol and services for Gunnery exercises. At 0630 Des-
troyers in screen conducted exercise 12 Able. At 0940 U.S.S.
YORKTOWN and U.S.S.MONTEREY reported an undentifiéd plane OS?O(T)

distance 60 miles, identified as friendly at 0946. 1055 Destroyers

completed exercise 12 Able., 1103 Formed special formation for.

exercise 12-Charlie, heavy ships iz column, digtance 1000 yardg
destroyers on straight line screen. At 1222 Completed light and
heavy machine gun practice. Formed cruising formation 5-Roger, -
At 1319. Pormed column of Heavy ships for 5% ?38 Calibe? battery
"Baker" practice; U.3.S. MASSACHUSETTS and UV.S.S. YORKTOWN firing.

1515 U.S.9. MASSACHUSETTS commenced firing.: At 1535 completed

exercise, formed cruising formation 5-Roger. Garrlers commenced
fighter-director and snboper drili.
Ammunition expended in training:
70 Projectiles, 57"/38 Cal. AA, Com. Mk. 31, Mod 10
70 Charges, 46 SFD L4977
22 SPD 4747
1 SPD 4937
13PDN 3024
897, Cartridges, 4OMM, AA, Mk. 1
. 10,000, Cartridges, 20MM -

At 1646 Chenged forgation course to 0700(T). At 2035 made surface

- at standard speed

contact bearing 165°(T), distance 15 miles, identified as friendly
at 2058, 2105 Friendly plane crossed formatiin ahead from gtarboard
to port. At 2127 changed standard speed $0 15 knots and steanming

. o (86)
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“WAR DIARY
_ 11 May 1944
0800 Position 1200 Position . 2000 Position ¢
Lat. 200 51.0" N | Moored in berth Fox - 3
‘Long.158° 18. 5'' W - Pearl Harbor, T.H.

3teaming as before. At 0300 changed course left.do. 035°(T) to
make landfall on Oshu Island, T,H, At 0425 made surface radar
contact on friendly forces bearlng 080 (T), distance 14 miles on
course 075°{T) at speed 12 knots., -Contact turned and paralleled
this formation course. At 0626, daylight, formed formation 6=Suger
Aeady &hips in 2000 yard squere with destroyer secreen ahead for N
purpose of firing surprise fire at sleeves towed by shore baged air~
erafy-gimulating bombing and torpedo attadks.  All ships fired at:

favorable runs, Lsunched two Kingfisher aireraft for local %raining

flights., 0828 sighted land, Qahu Ydlend, T.H,, dead shead. At -
0901 ceased present exercise and formed cruising formation 5-R0ger.
Ammunition expended for training: ' _
: : 38 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal. AA CoM. Mk. 31 10 -
15 Projectiles, 5/38 ¢al. AA Com,. Mk, 29 BDF
53 Charges, 5"/38 Cal. 41 SPD 4977
11 SPD 747
1 3SFD 3024

At 0928 changed course in to the wind to 055 (T] 411 caririers
launched 81l their sfrcraft to base on land, A% 1000 c¢/c left

to 0009 for entry into port. Went to air defense stations for

entry into port. ZEntry delavyed for 3 hour by Channel Control Pest.
Changed course %o 0700¥T At 1020 ‘executed signsl enter port, order
of entry, BB, CV, VLS and DDs, Commenced. maklng various courses
and gpeeds 10 approach swept channel and to conform with Pearl _
Harbor entrance channel. At 1201 moored in nest, starboard side

to port side of U,.S.S. COLORADO, U,.3,3. WASHINGTON in boasrd of

- U,3.8., COLORADO in berth Fox - 3, Psarl Harbor, T.H. with eight
menila lines &nd two wires. Set the Port War Wateh in conformance
with local instructions of resdiness, readiness condition #I,. Com-
menced making voyage repairs, routine upkeep, and maintenance., Com- .
nenced loading spare parts and navy yard overhaul material in
storage for this vessel st Pearl Harbor Navy Ysard.

| | 12 May 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Let, Moored in berth Fox - 3, Pearl 21° 28,2' N
Long, Harbor, T.H. o 157° 3057 W

. : Moored as before. 1613 Underway from alon331de u. S S.
COLORADO in berth Fox 3, Fearl Harbor, T.H. in company with U.S.S.

THORNVE and U.S.5. Le HARDY as Task Group 12.1, Task Group Commander,

Gaptain W, %mRLIGK U.S8.Navy in the U.S$.S5. M ,nSS&CHUSETTS enroute -

(87)
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U.S.S., MASSACHUSETTS | 60/35
WAR' DIARY o

t0 Puget Sound Navy Yard ' Bremerton, Washlngton.' U.8.8. LE HARDY
to egcort until darkness. TU,S8,5. THORNE escort until arrival ‘
Navy Yard, there to proceed to Navy Yard, Mare Islend, Califeornia.
At 1705 passed Pearl Harbor entrance buoys abeam to port and _ ok
gterboard, At 1714 e¢leared swept channel, set course 127°(7). U.3.38.
THORNE on starboard bow, and U.3.3. LE HARDY on pert bow. Standard
speed 15 knets, steaming ast 15.8 knots., 1716 Set Condition of Readk-a&a
ness 11 Able and Material Readiness Yoke, Radar Condition of Silence i,
#5 and Aireraft Readiness #13., At 1731 ¢/C left to 007°(T) and took - L
departure from Oahu, T.H, Formation zig-zagging contlnuously at ’ !
U.S.S. THORNE maximum speed with one engine in cruising combination, f
Other engine damaged. At 0000 set all clocks ahead one-half {3) :
hour tg conform with zome plas nine (£ 9) time, At 2230 ¢/C right o
to 032°(1). At 2306 detached U.3.3. LE HARDY to proceed as previously o
instructed. |

| 13 ¥ay 104 -
. 0800 Poszﬁiﬁﬁ” 1200 Position 2000 Position |
L. 23¢ 53,77 250 Bh. 6T . 560 T5.17 M.
Long. 1550 55. 3' W 1550 16,51 W, | 1530 56 gt W.

' Steaming as before. During afternoon Tired routine test
of 5"/38 Caliber Mk. 32 fused projectiles., Ammunition expended for
Test: S : '
' 144 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal. A4 Common with Mk, 32

fuse.
14k Charges, 5"/38 Cal., 78 SPD 4997
1 SPD 4937
6k SPD 4747
“1SPDN 3219

At 1755 changed gourse rlght to 039°tT) At 2000 set all olocks ahead
one half {3%) hour to conform to zone plus g% time,

| 14 May l94k _
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 289 33,2' N, 290 19,8' N, . 300 52,2' N.
Ong. 151° 49.9' W, 1519 06.3' W, 1490 39.0' W,

Steaming as before. 0008 Made sgurface radar conbtact bear-
ing 000°(T}, distance 12 miles. Made emergency ships right 900 to
avold. At 0015 contact identified as friendly. Resumed zig-zagging
on base course 039°(T). At 0639 changed course right to 040°(T}. At
. 2000 set all clocks ahesad ome half hour to conform to zone f 8 tUncle)
time. At 1430 fired & no-load shot from starbvoard satapult to test
. new cable which replaced one that kinked in previous nc-load test on

. morning of 1l May l?hh Test satisfactory until a dead load shot

© ean be made.

. _: - .- . (88) - | N N ?‘ B
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Lat, 379 27.0' N. ' 38° 04.6' X © 390314 N
_'Long. 1420 19,8° W. 141 27.9? W ) 1390 39 K51 W,

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
‘Lat. 410 37.5' N, 520 18,0 N. . 430:36.41 N
Long.137° 07.3' W, 136° 03.8' W, - - 133° 57,87 W

U.5.98. ‘MASSACHUSETIS S 60/

yLAR DIARY
- 15 May 194k |
0800 Pogition 1200 Position  .2000 Position
Lat. = 330-06.0' N. 339 50;5° N. 350 17,47 N.
Long. 1479 29.5' W. 146O 38,6 W 1440 55,5 W,

Steaming as before. At 0648 made radar contact and sight- .%xgﬁﬁy :

ed surface vesgsel bearing 1130{T), distane&é™33,000 yards on

parallel and opposite course. At 0700 sighted escort with above

contact bearing 1400{1), distance abeout 17 miles, At 1320 changed base ¢
bage course to OLLS(T). At 1905 made surface radar contact hear-

ing 104°(7T)}, distance 33,600 yards on course 230°LT} at aspeed 16

xnots, Identified as friendly.

16 NMay 1944

0800 Positlon T 1200 Position ' 2000 Pesition

Steaning as before. ﬁt 1354 changed course left to 0420(T)..
t 2000 set all c¢locks ahead one half hour ( ) to conform to zone

_ (# 73) time.
' 17 Hay 1944

Steaming as before. At 0654 changed course to OL9O(T}. A4t
0930 passed U.3.35. U.S.GRANT {(Ar-29) abeam to starboard, distance
3700 yards on opposite course. At 1815 made radar surface contact
bearing 048°(T}, ‘distance 30,600 yards on coursse 120°(T), speed
13 knmots. At 2012 changed course 10 0500(T).

{ _ ' 18 May 1944

. 0800 Position 11200 Position 2000 Pogition
Lat. 459 23.6' H, o L6° 01,4 W. - lp?o 11.3' N
Long. 1300 34,5 W.. 12909 33,5' W, 127° 22.9¢ N.

. SBteaming as before, At 0852 changed course to Oh?otr). At
1300 set all clocks ahead one half hour($) to conform with zone

{(# &)} (Tare} time. At 1455 made contact with U.S.S. HATFIELD, an
additional escort provided by Comf{estSeafron for entry into port. o
U.8,.8., HATFIRLD took station in anti-sumbarine screen on port- : !
bow. At 1547 U.8.8. K-51 (Blimp) reported for an anti-submarine - PD

e .{89)
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U,S. 8. MASSACHUSETTS ' _ 60/ff$.§.‘.
%i_ WAR DIARY

pétral and departed after dark., At 1900 changed course to 0550{T}. _
| | 19 May 1944 | f o B
0800 Position 1200 Position - 2000 Position' T "

Straits'of Juan de ¥uca and Puget Sound

. . Steaming as before., Made various surface contacts while enter-
‘ing the Straite of Juns de Fuca., 4t 0342 made land fall, sighting !
Tatoosh Light bearing 068.50(T}. At 0517 passed Tatoosh Light bear-
ing 180°(T) distance 4.5 miles and commenced making various courses

- and gpeeds to proceed to the Puget Sound NWavy Yard arriving at Res-
toration Point at 1600, At Port Angeles, Washington, Navy Yard
‘Bepresentatives came on board for conference while entoute to the ;
vard. 0832 U,S.S. THORNE was orderéd to cdrry oub her basic orders, !
auty with Task Group 12.1 completed. At 1356 U,S8.8. HATPIELD was ?
detached to proceed as previously direeted, present duty compieted.

At 1705 anchored in Sinclair Inlet, Bremerton, Washington for un-

loading ermunition prior to entry 1nto -the Navy Yard for yard availa-

- bility. Commenced unleoading all ammunition for transfer to Navael :
Ammunition Depot, Puget Sound. S0PA Commanding Officer in VU.S.S8. -

West Virginia, _ ' . : .

20 May 1944

At anchor in Sinelair Iulet, Puget Sound unlosding ammunit-

ion for storage at Naval Ammunltlon Depot, Puget Sound, during Wavy

- Yard availability.period. At 0515 completed unloading ammunition.
At 1300 underway for Puget Sound Navy Yard and entered drydock

" # 5 at 1358, Reported to Commandant, Puget Sound Nevy Yard for
repair and alterations as authorized by ComSerForce, Pacific., At
1500 transferred aviation unit to Naval Alr Station, San Point,
Seattle, Washington.during yard availability period. At 1510
commenced Navy Yard rcutine, Port Watch set, granting leave and
libverty to-gfficersgand erew maintaining sufficient personnei on
board to carry on Navy Yard work and sending personnel to train-
ing schools available in the United Stales.

21 May %o 31 May 194k
Drydocked as before.

Commander, U.a Navy,
N&v1gator.

& hoa P [} ’
Captain, U.S.Navy,
" Commanding.
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U S S. MASSACHUSET’.{'S

‘ ---"W’ARJ 'BIABY.; '

_ o 36 Jwe te 30 .Tume 191;# _
Hcernd as bafore, centinuing Havy Yarﬁ Work. 4 .. -

§ captain, Uss.lq’a *
Gomman&ing. :

Gene Slover's US Navy Pages



www.tinyurl.com/slover

U)8.5, MASSACHUSE?TTS .. . 60/ahe
| NAR a'_
195 pluced airoraft 1n condition of Raa&lnass 11 roz

' x"@.&b}.ﬂn
Afrorafe Raaonn Duty.
resove mipsion, pilot Licntenent C. C. AIKHWOE%H, U.S.%., paasenger
NOUDY, D. L., ARH lo; 510+75+98, U.3.N.R., to attampt resoue of
pilos shot Gown over TKUK. ATOLYL by wnti-alroraft fire. . At 1722
peturned. from reacde mission, having ploked

'““i lane $01413

- : lat. Jfl Qs Ls Lﬁ!TEK. U.8.8.R., 1.5 miles Sortheast of

_ n .the legoen of TRUK AmﬁiL in renge of enemy snti-~
airaraft ‘patterfes, 1830 All alr strikes recovered and cperation
‘against TRUK completed, Comménced retirement on course 0409 (%2) |

i d 18 knots. At 1900 unidentified alroraft in visinity
“aiveraft being recovered prior to suneet, A .avout 19lh

‘aiveralt 4ive out of olouds on UV.3.d. LEXINGTON and :

*_wl_abauﬁ 100 yarda. Alroraft taken under fire by the
LEXINGTON, V.59.8. MAGBACHUSRITS guns could not bear on
¥ . Alroruft. identified as a Japanese dlve-bomber, type .
CoF *Yalt. 1915 Went to Alr Defenine stations ani ‘sed .
Lo Condition Zebra. U.8.8. ENTERFRISE launched two night'

vi&t whioh pronaaapd to TRUK erea. At 2034 set Conditica
iness 5! 4 Material Condition Yoke, At 2119 changed

: ia te 090 lT), A% 2140 U.3.8, EXTERPRISE reoovered two
- -onighs ftighters. At 21&1 chetnged aourse to 630° {(T). At 2300
| oNNAged asourss to 140° (T), procesding to eres of operations -
v fof Dopg pius two day, surface bambardment or PONA?% ISLAND by

a%4leahips,

 Submitted:
. D. CARLSOW, |
- Commandey, U 8. Hhvy,
Havigator. _ o
} wu wn Wlﬂi '
Qap#aini B‘B. nury.-n

Conmand
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U.5.5. MASSACHUSETTS | | 60/ ff
WAR DIARY

Fimerre.rs

 BECLARSRRD

Yard workmen on board continuing te complete uncompleted work,
| 14 JULY 19Lk.

. Anchored as before. 0840 Completed loading complete allowance o .
of emmunition. 1108 Seventy-six yard workmen reported aboard for workl
while emroute Port Angeles, Washington. 1105 Black Ball Line Ferry ¢
ceme alongside,. starboard side to deliver draft of men for 5th Amphib- ™% .
ious Forcea, reporting to U.S.S, MASSACHUSETTS for transportatiom, At =
1415 Black Ball Ferry cleared starboard side. 1417 Underway fronm ' N
Sineclair Inlet, Puget Sound, Washington enroute to Degaussing Range at '
Point Jefferson, Puget Sound, Washington for calidbration of Degaussing
equipment. At 1543 Commefced running Degaussing range and completed
all runs end caelibrationm at 1653, At 1653 Commenced making various
courses and speeds proceeding to area for standard compass compensation
and Radio Direction Finder calibration, At 1714 Commenced compass ¢om-

 pensation and Redio Direction Finder calibratiom., At 1800 completed

conpass compensation ard swinging ship for deviations. Continued
swinging ship for Radlo Direction Finder calibrations. At 1945 Radio

- Direetion Finder calibration completed for the day. Cormenced making

varions courses and speeds to conform with waters ef Puget Sound pro-
ceeding te Port Townsend, Washingbon to smchor for the night, At
.2136 anchored in berth 22 Port Towmsend, Washington.

.15 JULY 194&.

An¢hored as before. At 0605 underway from berth 22, Port Town- :
gend, Washington to proceed to vieinity to north of Poxnt _Dungeness ?
to ceazinue Radio Direction Finder calibrations. Making various
courges and speeds to conform with channel and waters of Puget Sound.

At 0718 commenced swinging ship for Radlo Direction Finder calibra-

tions, 1200 Completed Radio Directiom Finder calibrations. At 1202
Commenced taking messured range data at speeds of 15, 20 and 25 knots

and completing all runs &b 1532. Commenced making various courses

and speeds to enter Port Angeles Harbor, washingtom to discharge Navy

Yard workmen on hoard, completing uncompleted work. At 1636 enchored

in berth #4, Port Angeles, Washington. 1900 Underway from berth #4,

Port Angeles, Washimgton enroute to Pearl Harbor, T.H, in accordance

with despateh orders received from CincPac. Making various courses

énd speeds to clear the anchorage. U.3.3. ROWE and U,S.8. CUSHING i
reported for duty as escorts. sormed Task Group 1l2.5, Captain W.W. i
WARLICK in U.S.3. MASSACHUSETTS, Task Group Commender. Immediate L
Superior in Command is CincPac. 1930 3et course 2900(7T} and stand-

ard speed 17 knots, Ship in material condition of rcadiness *"Yoke".
Condition of keadimess II A modified to conform with standard require-~
ments. Formation zig-zagging. :

. 16 JULY 1944. o
- 0800_Position 1200 Position . 2000 Position
Lat. = 470 31.}' K. 560 55,17 W, L858 37.2" N.
Lomg, 1280 27.6' W, 1210 (9.1t W, | 132%°04.3" W.

* | (on) | | | %
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Io/Adebr3 2 p: U.S.8. MASSACHUSETTS £ 2

14 1 ;, : 4 2
AEINELA, 54 ﬁ 1 WAR DIARY 3
Steaming as before emroute Pearl Barbor in'cdmpany with Q.S‘S. L &

ROWE and U.S,5. CUSHTNG., At 0803 sighted a floating mine, Position
47° 31,4 N, Position 1280 27.6' W,, identified by screen as Navy
Type 87 mine, At 1300 changed course to 2309(T), .

17 JULY 1944, |
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Pesition =y,
Lat. %30 26.07W. 42071797 N, ;1o 12.2' X,  °
Long. 1359 41.1' W. 1360 46.8' W. RECCETRCT A

Steaming as before. At 0630 C/S to 18 knots, ODuring the day
conducted exercise II E, surfuce radar tracking exercise. Boresight-
ing and director chedks for main and secondary batteriss, At 2000
set all clocks back one half hour (%) to conform with zone ¢ 7% War
Time. At 220 changed course. to 224°{7T). ,

o 18 JULY 1944.
; 0800 Position 1200 Position .. 2000 Position
~ Lat. 389 43,67 N, 37° 5L.3' N. 36 19.2' N,
Long. 1420 08.9' W. 143° 08.9' W. 145° 02.0% W.

~ Steaming as before, At 0215 U.S.S, RONE left formation to take
position for exereise 1I E during hour before sunrise., At 0733 changed
course to 2270{T)., During forerocon comtinued boresighting and director
checks for main and secondary batteries., During afternoon fired structe
ural and test firings for machine gun batteries. At 2000 set all

clocks back one half {(2) hour to conform with zone # 8 time. At 2030.
U.5.5. CUSHING made night torpedo attacks for drill purpose in

trecking and 1llumination. 2249 C/C to 2239(T) .,

o 19 JULY 194k,

0800 Position . 1200 Positlon 2000 Position
Lat, 330 L5.57 N. 330 02.7' N. 310 22.27 N,
Long. 1580 19,1 W. 1,90 02.9' W. 1500 35,71 W,

Steaming as before, At 0200 U.S.S, CUSHING left formation to
take position for exercise IIE. Condueted exereise IIE prior to
sunrise. bLuring forenocon catapulted and recovered planes, " Flanes
acting es target planes for tracking runs and radar celibrations. At
072}, changed course to 219°(T), During tlie afternoon catapulted and
rogovered planes, IFlans serviees for machine gun firing by all :
units in company, Flanes dropped smoke flares for surface targeis
for 5"/38 Caliber firing by all units in compeny. At 2000 set &ll
clocks back one half (%) hour to conform with zone /£ 8% War Time, At .
2115 U.5,8. BOWE left formation to conduct night torpedo attack and
target for night illumination drili, 2205 Fired night starshell illum-
ination practice, ceasing fire at 2218. At 2306 C/5 to 17.5 knots.

—
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20 JULY 1944 _
0800 Posgition 1200 Fosition 2000 Pogition _
Let. 280 L0.O' W, ' 270 55,6¢ N, 250 19,2V Ny ¢ ..
Long. 153° 08.2' W.. 153° 42.3" W. 1550 06.1* W. &qsi 3
Steaming as before, At 0200 U.S.S. ROWE left formation for I
exercise ITE oonducted during hour prior to sunrise. During foremeom % -
fired Exercise 12 A, machine gun firing at towed sleesve, towed by R

ship's aireraft, Juring afternoon the same exorcise was conducted.
After dark fired test firing of starshells. 1510 C/C to 2109(T).
At 2000 set all clocks baek one (1} hour to cénform with zone f£ 9%
wer time. Ammunition expended for the training exercises for the

day: _
7 3098 Rounds ,LOMM (HEIX)
2769 Rounds 203 {BEI} _
" 4,67 Rounds 20MM {HET) -
10 Charges, 5"/38 Cal. SPD 4977
10 Projectiles, starshell.
'8 Rounds LOMM for test.

21 JULY 194k .
0800 Poaition 1200 Position - 2000 Pogitlion

Lat, 220 N, S , . . earl Harbor
Long. 1579 00.5' W. 1579 28.5' W, : ‘Berth Fox 2.

Steaming as before. At 0430 Made radar cortact with simuiated
pre-dawn attack group bearing 2400(T), distance A4 miles. Flanes
approached on various courses and made various torpedo attack and
bombing aettack runs until sunrise., At 0807 catapulted planes for
flight to Pearl Harbor. At 0830 went to General Quarters for Main
Battery offset calibration firing. 0930 Commenced firing Main Batt~.
ery, calibration practice completed. Secured from General Quarters
and set Condition IIA. From 1330 to 1630 services were provided by
shore based aircraft to fire 5"/38 Caliber Battery and Machine Gun
Batteries at towed sleeves. Baker George and Tare rums were fired. ;
At 1545 conpleted firings on all batteries, 4% 1730 entered Pearl ;
Harvor entrance channgl making various courses and speeds 1o conform :
with the channel, At 1819 moored in berth Fox-2, Pearl Harbor, T,H,,

Task Group 12.5 dissolved. Reported to CincPac for duty. Tramsferred
961 men of 5th Amphibious ¥our Draft ashore, OSet the port war watch
and material condition "Yoke" at anight, and X~ray during daylight.

- 22 JULY 1944. - i

‘Moored in berth Fox 2; Pearl Hardor, T.H. At 1522 underway fer |
Berth Beker 17, Pearl Harbor Havy Yard; Pearl Harbor, T.H. for limited

‘availability period to complete work not completed by the nNavy Yard

Puget Sound. 1614 Moored in berth Baker 17. Port watches secured dure~
ing stay in_fear; farbor. - Anti-~aircraft batteries in Condition I from

(96}
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WAR DIARY g 34

Aulhorily

.

1 hodr before sunrise to 0800 daily. Material comditiom "Yoke" get
during darkness and X-ray during deylight period.

23 JULY 1944.

Moored as before, 0233 went to General Quarters wpon receipt =—.. = -
of an alert from ComiawSea Fromtiexr. Made all preparations for n
getting underway. At 0854 secured from slert. Set port wateh and
resuted normal routine of training, upkeep and repalr of personnel

and material.

23 JULY to 31 JULY 194k.

Hoored as before.

.. [ ] ‘ CK’
Captaln, U.S.Navy,
Commanding.
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* File No.
BB59/ AJ.2-:L/A16-3

. end varioue Pacific Fleet units: present. At 1139 anderway and

- ares gouth of Cahu., Services provided by Commander Hawaiian Sea -

89254:

........

1 August l9hh

Mboreﬂ starbeard side te Berth 17, Navy‘Yard Pearl Harbor,
7., for repairs ard alterations as authorized by € der
Se¥vice Foroe, Pacific, Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet

standing out of Pearl Harbor, Commanding- Orficer, MASSACHUSETTS
ig Commander Task Growp 12.7. U.8.8. SNITH, ‘LAMION, FLUSSER and
DRAYTON accompany the H&SSACHUSETTB in P.G. 12.7 apder orders.
and routing of Commander Hawailen Sea Frontier, earoute Eniwetok
Atoll, Marshall Islands. . At 1345 Commenc¢ed pericd of tralmning in

Frontier, At 1515 Commenced Main and Secondary Battery calibira-
tion practices. At 1814 completed firings. Ay 1911 fired 5"

high altitude practice., At 2125 earried out night battle 1ndect— !

rination practice (main and.seeondary batteries). ‘ -
" 2000 Positien |

209 21, é' N

1579 47.8 |

2 August 19&& T IR

Steaming as before. At 971@ cemmeaced 5% . and 1ight AJA.
firings at sleeve and drone targets. A% 1415 repalled simulated

“air attack by Hewaiien Sea Frontier airoraft., At 1535 ome plane

of attacking force crashed and sank to sterboard. At 1555 came
to course 2720{T) and speed 18 kmots. OCommenced zig-magging in- .
accordance with Flan 10Z. Screan,plaaad in eccordance with stand-
ard plans (V.8.F. 10A), This ship: basieally in Gondition II at

. night emd Gondition IIX in’ daytlme.

0800 Position - 2200 gositien 2000 Pés;tion - .

200 26,2t N - 200 40.0" X 190 39,7t N
157°r LW 1570 08,8 W 1570 Lo 7t W

3 August 194L

Steaming es vefore. At 0200 changed course to 265°(T)

- At 0315 planes of U.5.5. INDEPENDENGE simulated search and &ttack
on. this group. Laurched aircrafi and fired machine gun batteries
during the days drills. At 1556 Chenged ecourse to 2600(T). :

R 2000 Changed time gzons t0 zone plus ten (£10}. At 2100 U.S, S.

FLUSSER ected as target for torpede attack exercise. Fired 5"
star abells for illuminatian.- L

e o
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v.8.8. MASBAGKHSET% 60 /£ f:

0800 Posttion . 1200 Pbsition 2000 Positiem

19° 53.1' N 190 50.9' B 199 32,0° N
1620 25.5! W 1639 24,0 W 165° k510 .

© .k August 1944

oaoe~hoqg§;en - _iaeo Position =~ 2000 Position

199 00,51 B 189 193" N 180173t R

1690 20.4* ¥ S w . a7 2 W

Eteaming aa~bef0ra. Exeroisad at Gunnery Drills during the

-day fnclioding 5% and. light. AJA. firings. Catapulted end recovered

planes. At 1147 changed course to 258°(T), At 2000 Changed %o
zone plus tem (#10) and one-half l&) time. At 2100 fired 5" ili-

5 Augast 1944

- 9800 Positlen _g@gfresition 2000 Position

179 33,30 u VARt B IN.S 169 5.7 N
(1760 27, W 1770 32.9' W 1790 L8.3 W

: 3teamins as before. At 0000 ehanged.course to. 257°(T)
Exerc¢ised at Gunnery and Tectieal Drillsg during the dsy.. Launcheéd
and' recovered aireraft. At 2000 chan%e& to zone plus’ eleven ({11)
time. At 2117 changed eourse te 2539{T). _ _

B 6 August 194k e
0800 Pesitzon 1200 Positien . 2000 Positfon
150553 B ¢ . 150 35,21 A U0 5h.50 W
1760 33.3% B LA Bkt B 173 08.L' B

: Bteaming as before.' Exerciseﬂ at Gunnery and Taetioal Brills
during the day. Leunched and recovered aireraft. ZFired meachine

. gun batteries at fowed sieeves. At 1750 changed course to 2540(T).

At 2000 changea to zone plus eleven 14 11) and one-half (%) time..
L 7 &ugust 19hh o _ |
esee Positian -f_'~1209 Pogitien gooo Peaition

130 s72' WO 130 2.7 N '_ 130 02.3' N
1630 Zs 59" B 1689 47.5'E  166° 37.0' E

Steaming as" before. “Law ehed.and recovered aircraft. At

1669 .echanged course to 2519( . At 2000 changed to zone plus

g:[.’ve (.,f 12) time. N
(994 S S :§ZJ;
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 U.5.8. MASSACHUSETTS . 60/£f
¥AR DIARY. o

| ~8vkugﬂat=l9ﬁh

| _eseo Pesitio_g 1200 Position ;2000 Besition - s

116 42 N o Anchorea in Berth h23, Eniwetek Atoll,
_21630 17.6'E o Marshall Island- Group. -

' Steaminmg as befors; At 0100 changed course to 246°(T). At-, T
0555 -scunded General -Quarters; gecured at 0650.. At 0830.leunched
two glreraft for. anti-suhmarine patrel. At 0956 sighted Eniwetok -
Islend, bearing 2919(T)}.  Units of Task Force 58 observed entering
"the atoll. Passsad- Beaoen "Basy" abeamn to starboard at 1157 and en-
~tered Eniwetok Atoll. At 1337 anchored in Berth h23, Eniwetok - -
Atel). .Task Gpoup 12.7 dlssolved in accordance with CincFac 310215% .
HESSAGHUSEETB became unit of Fifth Fleet,  Administrative SOPA is
ComSercn TEN in U.8,S. PRAIRIE. Set the Port War Wateh and commenced-
' rellawing hnormal port routinel U.S.S8. TAPPAHANNACK came alongside -
" to-ptarboard for fueling operatiens, delivering 3800 gallens aviation.

ﬁ1rl]‘wﬂ[w

5

5;,gaaoline and $564 barrels fuel oil at 850F, Recleved draft of one-

' hupdred nineteen men aboard for duty. At 24,00 Chenged to zone minus
__eleven time (-11). : o

hES

10 August to 16 August 19k4

Anchored in Berth 423, Enlwatok Atell Harshall Ialand Greup.
Part ﬂhr Watch is set, nermal port routine baing folleowed. Making
all preparations for ses .and maintaining a .schedule of repair, main-
tenance and upkeep of .equipment as permitted by Conditien of Readi~
ness for gettlng underway. Ganducting routine trainimg, drill and
recreatiem achedule.,

“On 11 .August 1944 at. 0920 T.8.8. WASHINGTOH, .S.S. JINBIANA,
;U 8,8, ALABAMA end U,8.8. I@WA atood in to anchar. Present GamBahPac
in WASHINTON and ConBatPiv EIGHT -in INDIANA. :
> On 12 Augiast 1944 ‘at 1710 7.3.83. GALIFBRNIA, U.S,8. TENNESSEE
' anﬂ TS, s.nHGKELULU staad inxe the harbor and anchored 1n assigned -
'berths. R

© 10nlh August 194k, at 0800 assﬁmed duty as Radar Guardship. Re- .

lieved of Radar &uard buty on 16 Auguat at 0800 hy U 8.8 . ABABANA,

17 August 194k

L - Anchored ss befera. At 0300, purauant te Commsnder Task Force
-Fifty BEight's 122357, became a unlt of Task Group 58,3, Rear Admiral

. Shexman in U.S8.S. ESSEX, commanding. Ipeluded im Task Group 58.3 are .
. U.8.8. E88EX, U.S.8. LEXINGTGN, U.S.S.. ﬁmSHIEGTGN, U.8.8. MASSACHOUIETTS,
T.8.8. TNRIANA, U.3.8. ALABAMA, CruDiv. Thirteen (less BILOXI), U.5.9.. :

RENO, DPesion Fifty end Desron Fifty ¥ive; U.8, +8, .30UTH DAKOTA in-

cluﬂed but not present. . Commander Task Férce Fifty Eight present in

U.8.8, LEXINGTON, (Vioe Admiral MITSCHER); Commender Battleships,

 Pacifi¢ present in U.3.8. WASHINGTON, {Vice Admirsl LEE); ComBatPiv’

. -BIGHT present in U,8.8. INDIANA, (Rear Admiral DAVIS), -At 2020 re- L
- esived. Bicnal "Flash Red" from SOPA visually and by T.B.S. At 2021 -

AN
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. maintenance, repalr, tralaiip and drill schedules.

- getting underway.. 2245 Aircraft identified as friendly and S@PA
- .War Watch and resumed normal pert routine.
-YWSS alongside to starboard,

- No,. Y0=4k4 trensferred to Third Fleet and became unit of Task Force .

5
5
=

U.5.8. MASSACHﬁSETﬂS - | 60/t
erEey  WAR DIARY |
reeeivea signal "Flaah White" 1n seme- manner.' | _ |

" 18 Angust to.23 August- l9hh- - DT !\$._,

Anehored B9 before. G@ntiﬁuing preparatiens for sea, and

on 18 hugust 1944, &t 0635 Itansferred 110 rounds of 57/38 Cal, = v
projectiles, Mk: 36-7, MTF, Mk, 18-4 to U.S.5. IOWA. At 1508 U.S.8. a \

ASCELIA, AK 137, moored alongside to starboard for prqwiaiening

operations.-
: At 0840, 19 augast 1944, provisioning ¢ompleted, and U.s S.

'ASCELLA, AK 137, cleared our sharboard side. Transfeirred 6,000, .

gallons ¢f freshwater 4o YW8S, alongside to starbeard, At 2225 EGPA S

-get Condlition "Flash Red® beeause of unidentified airerafy in viein-_ o

ity: Went te Alr Atvack.Stations; commenced preparations for
set Condition "Flash White". Secured from Alr Attack, set Port
“6n 21 August 194k, transforred 6,000 gallons fresh water to

. At 1400 on 22 August 19LLtransferred 100 rounds of 5"/38 Gal.
projeetiles, Mk, 30-6 "W" to U.S.S, WASEIHGTGH. _

24 August 19#4

0656 underway to ehift berths to antl-aircraft range, At |
0723 enehored in berth 312. At 0800 assumsd Radar Guard Duty. Conw -
ducted 5%/38 Oaliber practiece and maehine guni practice, firing at

towed sleeves, 1602 underway retorn to assigned berth' andhered in

berth 423 at 1633. o I
l 25 August 1944 I '5

Anchored as before,. Recelved 156 - 5%/38 Cal. Btar bhalla,
Mark 18, Wod 2 aad 4 from LOM elongside to.port, .

26 August 1944

-Anchored as befere. Pursuant to ComBatFac @peratien Order

?hirty Four assigned to Task Group 34.1
QMSK GB@GP GRGAHIZATIGH

......... Farce PR _lkj_ _ | |
ne (TaG, 3La1 _?iee Admiral LEE, commanding. | E
B V.EN lass NEW'JEBSEY'plES WESHIRGTQH (7T 34.1.1) o '
EL .Rza{ A?miral @.B. BAFIE, cemmanding T-U-ar'
v » Qg .

: Batﬁiv KINE | E.ﬂ. 9% 3]

,,,,,,,

. S (1@1)
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© DERLARDIIED * - 71y

'At 0800 relieved of Rad&r Guard by U.8, S ALABAMA At. 6930
Commander Battleship Division EIGHT, Rear Admiral- G B. B&VIS -
apsisted by members of his staff, began Military Inspection. 4
At 1130 Ingpectlon conmpleted; ﬁommander Battleghip Bivisien . 5
BIGHT end mambers of his starf left the ship.

‘ 27 &ugust 194k

o Anchered a8 befere.- Transferrea 6,000 gailuna freah water

to YW88. At 1029 -underway to-shift pusition in berth 423 slightly
away from U.8.9, IOWA in adjoining berthi. At 1038 anchored in
asaigned berth 423+ Contin&ed with ‘normeal port routine.

, 28 August 1944 ) _
| Anchared as- barere. U.8.8. GAHABA eams alongside to star-

;_béora and delivered 3,838 barrels ruel il and 5,@00 gallona afia-
'--;tion gaseline. |

I

29 August 19hh

o Anchored ag- beforeu Transrerred empty ammnnition cases and

' oens to S.8. RUTLAND VICTORY, alengslde to starboard. ~ Iransferred
to 80PA 19,000 rounds LOmMM, HET emmunitien, Lot Unslé Baker:; re~

- eelved tram.S@PA 20,000 rounds LOMM H.E. ﬁmmunition, Lot Unele Able.

36 Aagust 19hh

Anchorsd a3 before. 0658 Underway from berth k23 Eniwetok
Atoll of the Marshall Island. Group in accordance with éomBatPac :
- Bortie Order No. 1l-j\4. This ships is unit of Task Group 34.10,
Gonmander, Vice Admiral LEE Jn U.5.8.. WMSEIEGTON.__

mx Gnmm ﬁmmzm'ﬂen {T.G. 34.1@)

1835 EEW’JERSEY plus WISHIHGT&N._
oy ) less SOUTH. DAKOTA plus: IHBIANA,
Nﬁ&ﬁAﬂHUﬂETﬂB..

ﬁearon Fif 'hx.

At @756 wsnt to. Air Attack Stations and aat Haterial Condition

#Zpbran for sortie. Upon completion of sortie at 0825 secured

frem Air Attaék Stations, set Materlal Condition "Yoke™, At 0855
formed eruising formation 10 Victor, econtained in,panagraph by
8peciql Exereise Procedure, Annex "B" to ComTaskFor Operation
Order Ho. 1l-4k4, on course 180°%(T).and axis 180%(T} at standard . .

. Bpeed, 17 knots. At 0932 formed cruising dlsposition 4 Nan, con~

tained in pavegraph 3(a (3] of Sortle ﬁr&er, comBatPao Operation
Order ll-iL, on course 186°(T), axis 180°(T) at standard speed,

17 knets, -¢ormenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan 23 at

s
e

| 0942, At 1100 Ceesed zig-zagging and steadied on course 1309(fT) .

s for tran;ier of. wounded man from U.S.3. GGGSWELL, whioh ‘eame along-

. (102) - e 5
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U.S.5. MASSACHUSEPTS 60/12
WAR DIARY “

ﬂide o starboarﬁ' transfer campleted at 1110. A 1226 formed -

Special CGrulaing. Eormation 10 Vietor preparatery to: condueting seched-

uled Gunnery Exercises; combained in Annex ®"B®* to GomilagkFor Thirty

Four Sortie Order li~4k. TUpon completion of BExercises at 1510, form—y

od oruising disposition 4 Hen, changing Fleet pcourse end axis to

- 1659(7) end making 22 knots. Fleet Guide-is U.8.5. IOWA,- bearing e
2290{%), 4,509 yardej Division guide is U.8.8. ALABAMA, 165%(T), Rt 8
2,000 yards.- 1553 Clisncsd 2ig-zagging in aceordance with Plen 2
2&, ceasing’ at 1724 asd returhiing tc base course,  165%(7) at 18 S
knots. At 1733 foymed oruising disposition 4 Sugar confained in e
crulging instructien to Annex¥B" of Operation.Order 10-44 issued

by ComTask¥or Thirby:Pour,. At 1747 Cruiger Divisiens 13 and 14

" jolned the disposition. - Included. in Cruviv 13 are: U.S.8. MOBILE,

-SANTA FE, BIRMINGHAM; in CruDiv 1}, ¥.S,3. HOUSTON, VINCERNES axp’ .

MIAMTI. Az 181? Gammancaﬂ zig-zagging: in- acear&ance with Plen 25.

1200 Positiom 2000 rositlon-
B8 430 1o 2? NE
. 31 August 1944 -
98@6 Position .-_ - 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
1égg %g g: - .-16t§ %% ;: £ L 16%3 g% 2t B

o Steaming 88 . before 1n eompany with Task Growp. 3h 10 and Task
Group 34.11, enroute afber comducting tactical exereises, to fuels
ing rendezvous and.reéndezvous with Task Forece 33, in actordance

with ComBatPae ﬁperation fDrder 10-44. At 0500 unidentified radar
contact bearing 2120(1}, distaince 58 miles reported to Task Force
Comsander. Contact. later identiflied as Island of Kusaie. AL _
9646 set Alreraft comdition Of Readimess 8. Standard speed changed
to 15 knots. 0657 ceased. zi%-zagging and resumed base course, 1659
(7); formed ecruilsing disposition 4 Fan at 17 kmots. Cenducted machw
ine gun battery firing. exercises as scheduled, expending 492 rounds
LOMM (HiT); end 439 .rounds; 20 (HE). Engageﬁ in tactical meneuvers - -
a&s directed by Task Group Commapdsr.. A% . 1300 Conducted radar calibra- -
tion sxercises, and at 1343 manned General Quarters stations pricr
to Main Battery firing ezercise. - Conmenced firing Mein Battery at

1607, firing at varying ranges from the target. At 1724 . ceaged -

firing and secured from General Quarters, setting Condition II Able,

At 1725 Fleet course and axls changed to 2259(7T); and at 1745 re- B
govered two eivereft by the Dog method, at 10 knots. At 1816 commenc- - .
ed- zig-zagging in accer&ance with Plan 25, speea 17 knots. ' :

(203) |
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WAR BIARY

Havigétbr. . : : _--*._\'_

N

Ga.pta:tn, v. S.Naw, _
Gemanding. .
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il M T g A LU. S. 5. MASSAC;—IUSETTS_

FAR DIARY g

1 SEPTEMBER 194k

0800 rosition 1200 rosition | 2000 Position

©020 - 13.6' N 020 - 22.4' K 01° - 34,6t N
161° - 1e.£' - 1600 - 2L.2' E . 158° - 37,2t E

o Steaming with- Task Force 34 on 0perations conoerned with '
'stalemate II Campalgn; in general eccordance with Commander West-
erm Pacific Task Forces {and Commander Third Fleet) Operation

. Plan Fo, 14~bkf of 1 Auguat 19hh. Basic erganlzatien inciudes the
rbllawing foreess

T.%, g@ C o
- Cover ng Foroe and special Groups. o
Tele 31 . . - 18534

ed. tinnary Force.
T. ¥, )

_ aavf'_urface Striking. Force.
| \ F, _ unfaca Striking Force..
: | %

24 .arrier Forces.

. Task Force 34 (Vice Admiral W.A. LEE) organized and- aperating in
‘accordance with C.T.F, 34 (ComBatPac) Bperatlon Order 10-4) of . o

%6 uat 194L. AL praaent Task Force 34 includes Bat&lelina '
34-1

’ C_)
. Towa (¥, BatDiv 7) k] 2
: WASHINGTON (¥, ‘ConBatPac) g =7z
INDIARA (F,.Batbiv 8) . o ﬂog
. MASSACHUSETES o TeR
o ADABAMA (F, BatDiv 9). -2
' Gruﬂiv 1k less VIGKBBURG - L
- Bssﬁen 52 - e =
Lert*Flank: : = N
L SruDiv 13 less BILO!I
DesRon 50 .

: Steaming in cruistng dispoaition 4-N on fleet course 2550(T]
et 18 knots. Axls 255°(T]. Standard speed 15 knots. Zlg-zagging
in seccordanceo-with Plan 25, Ship is in Cendition of Readineas II
‘during darkness snd III during daylight qxeept where otherwise ine-
~dicated, -

s FILMEII
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3359/A12-1/A16a3 - U.8.8. MASSACHUSETTS .' | | éo/ff'
S delchd & - VAR DIARY | o

I At @k}h Stood to General ‘Quarters- atations ror-axereises. o s
Secured at 0548. A% 0600 Fleel course-and axis changed to- BSGQ(T), -
Conducted tactieal-and gunmery: exﬁrcises throughout the-day. - Y -
10654 Speeial Group 34.5 eonsisting of IOWA, GruDiv 14 and BeaBen 52 -
left the: &isp@sition. Ag 1730, in eruising disposition 4L-N on fleot W
.?mgg?e and axis 2L5°(T). At 24,00 changed zone time to minus ten Tt

]

R | 2~SEPTEMBEB-19¢a; | _
ﬂioe“Péaition- - 1200 Position 2000 Posttion

00° - 27.6' § 009~ 24,.5" N . 009~ 21.8" N
155° - LTV E L 15O 255LE 0 1529 - 2840 B

BT Steaming as befare.- At 2,01 31mu1ated attack by 8pecial Group
3445 developed. Formed approach dispositien 8, Ship stood to

. General Quarters stations. Maneuvering t¢:attack simulated enemy.

. - A% 0415 fermed Battle Plsposition L. Ab @ h fermed cruising dis~ o

' position 4-N en fleet course -and axls 270° Secured Irem General . |
. Quarters. . 0750 Launched twe planes for A S.P. reeovering—at 1105 by

- Deg Method. "Held Tactieal snd Gumnery: Exercises thiroughout the day.

" At 1900 changed fleet eourse and axis to 310%°(T); speéd 18 knots,

- 19306 Commeneed zig-zagging in accordance with Plan 25.° At 2300

- ehanged ta zone minus nime time (~%). '

- o | 3 SEPTEMBEB 1944 |
9860 Positien-- ' 1200 Position - Qggﬁ Pesition

tand axis to 270%(T); speed 15 knots. ' At 0328 in contact with Task
Foroe 38 by TBS radie,., 0500.In vieinity of rendezvous point with
Tagk Foree 38 at 01° 30'N, 1500 - 25'E, Crulsers detached from T.F, =
34 join their Task Force. 38 groups, -Commenced maneuvers, which- _ i
lasted throughout the morning, to.joln up -with fuellng groups and ol
Pak ‘Force 38, maintaining en advance en course-1209(T). At 0800 S
changed to.minng ten (=10} zone: time. - At 1200 U.8.8. CASSIK YOUNG
alenside with official mail. Task Ferce 34 dlssolved, eruiser and |
destroyer unlts, except DesDiv 99, reporting to Task Groups 38.2 o
~and 38.3. Battleships end DesDiv 99 organized as Tasgk Group 38.5. N
Tagk Force 38 operdates under ComFirgtCarTaskForPeac (Viee Admirsl .
M.A., MITSCHER) Operation. Order No. 10=ik of 20 August 19L4. Dis-
“position. end imsiructions are alse: found in First Carrier Task
o Ferce Instruetiens, whieh mndifies and ampliries U.8.F. lﬁA. Task _

_ alo - 10,8' N o 01° - 00.6' K " 000~ 05,1 W ‘
15@ =~ 48,8t E - 1510 - I9.4' E o 1520 - 33.8! E |
¢ Bteaming as before with Taﬂk Force: 3&. At 0300 ohanged eourse . !
|
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Brsupa
-ent mission to the north, - Operations comtemplate Task Group 38.5 3
‘operating independently during the early atrikes on Palan and & .} ,

| 1450 - 24.6(B B TILY

BB59/AI2-1/AI6-3 U.8.5. MASSACHUSETTS  eo/er )

- WAR BIAHY
7r.-, 38.2 and 38 3 present.' Thsk Greup 38.u on an independ«

mm&o 'Y

Pask Group 38 5 (Vice Admiral W.A, LEE in WASHINGTON) ogerating <t

under ComBatPee- operation arder 12—&& (28@9@1 of: August 1944

At 1719 Tagk. Group ? fonmed cruising dispositipn h-s on .
course 140°(T), axis 120 (T At 2&@0 changed %0 zoene minus nine

_(+9) time, . .- _
- , |, SEPTHMBER 1944 I
. esea Poait!.an S 1200 Position = 2000 Position
00%-11.3' 8 600 '_-_-0_6;'1""3 000 - 21,97 g
- 350°%..52.9t B 149° - 59.3' B 8% - 215t B

Steaming as bef¢¥e, At 0000 change& fleet e@urae and axia to

- 28@°(T Fleet speed 1s 17 knots. "‘fask Force 38 groups 1, 2 and
" 3:Aare. orthwaat of 38,5, .enroute FPalau. 38.5 1s enroute. area
- "Temple® which ia. apyraxinatbly at. 3°N, 13598, At 0760 DAVEY JONES
- - announced histyiresencéiabogrd; and at 0900’ NEPTUNIS REX was received
- with dune ctremony.. Pbllyweg members of the crew were converted to

shellbacka.
' -.